Religious education
I want to talk today about the religious education program.  You know the people that you have seen around church that look vaguely familiar, but you are not sure where you have seen them? It is the largest program in the church and is important enough to our community that we hire a professional and have a member board to guide it.  My only experience with the religious education program is in the OWL class for 7th and 8th graders.  I have been on a teaching team three times.  I also substituted one day in a 5th and 6th grade OWL class.  It has been enough to allow me to learn how smart, compassionate, and full of life our children are, and how dedicated are the volunteer teachers.  The curriculum was developed over many years and was a shared project with the United Church of Christ.  While most of the children learn the technical aspects of sexuality in school, I do not believe that they are asked to explore their values the way they do in the OWL program.  There are discussions and other ways for the children to get in touch with their values and relationship goals.  I believe that one of the great benefits of the OWL program is that a child has the experience of confronting how they feel about a sexual relationship before they are faced with a situation that may have great consequences.  It was rewarding to see a comment on the timeline that talked about the benefit of the OWL class to a former student.  
As with most teaching, the student may not realize the benefit of the curriculum until much later in life.  From what I have seen of our religious education program, we do a good job at planting seeds that will allow our children to avoid stereotypes about other people and religions.  They have a chance to see what values other people have, and evaluate their own.
To me, the religious education program is a place that we get to prove to each other, week after week, that we care about each other and that we care about making a better world for our children, even if they are the ones who make it.  So if you see one of our religious education teachers, you might want to say thank you.
