Dec. 28, 2011

Dear Unitarian Church of Evanston member,

As you may know, UCE will be looking for a new settled senior minister next year.  Right now, the Board of Trustees and the Nominating & Recruiting Committee are beginning the process of filling a slate for the seven members who will be doing most of the search work, the ministerial search committee.  We want this process to be as open and democratic as we can make it, and we are asking all UCE members for help.  

We want your answer to the question: To whom would you entrust the task of finding our next settled minister?  We are looking for candidates who are committed to the congregation as a whole (rather than any subgroup) and who will be good team players.  You may submit as many names as you wish; if you want to nominate yourself, the Nominating & Recruiting Committee will be glad to consider you.  We will be accepting nominations by paper or email; see the attachment for details. Because we want an open and fair process, we want to know who is suggesting whom. Therefore, we will not accept anonymous suggestions, but we will keep all the suggestors’ names confidential.  

Our congregational survey will end on January 25th, and the Nominating & Recruiting committee will analyze the results in early February.  We will use the results of this survey to fill 4 places on our search committee.  The Nominating & Recruiting Committee will recruit the other 3 to make a slate that is balanced in skills and temperament, to reflect the diversity of the UCE community.  

If all goes as planned, we will have a full search committee slate by April 1.  We will be offering the entire slate for acceptance during a special congregational meeting on April 15th.  We will be putting the details of this process up on the UCE website, and we will keep the congregation informed with newsletter articles and listserve announcements.

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful suggestions.  This is truly one of the most important jobs in the life of the church, and we want to make sure we have our best people searching for our new minister.

Respectfully Yours,

Matt Brenner






Mike Tracy

Chair, Nominating & Recruiting Committee


Chair, Board of Trustees

RG/attachment

Here is how to nominate church members for the ministerial search committee:

Mail this sheet to the UCE office, by Jan. 25, 2012, or
Put this sheet in the Ministerial Search Box in the lobby, by Jan. 25, 2012, or
Email your suggestions to Robb Geiger:  rgeiger5@sbcglobal.net  by Jan. 25, 2012.

Name:  ______________________________

I wish to nominate: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

For the UCE ministerial search committee.

Thanks again for your input!

