
Endowment 
Fund

Every Gift 
Counts! 
You can make a gift to the UCE Endowment 
Fund in many ways:

• Life Passage Gifts recognize an event in 
the life of a loved one or friend: birthdays, 
new babies, marriage, graduation, 
retirement or any significant occasion. 

• Tribute Gifts honor, remember, thank or 
recognize a friend or family member.

• Memorial Gifts are the gifts most 
frequently given to the Endowment  
when a loved one has died.

• Nellie Brough Legacy Society gifts are 
either given through an estate or by 
significant current donations to create a 
legacy at UCE. Both are recognized on a 
poster in the lobby.

Gifts can be made in cash, appreciated 
stock, as a beneficiary of all (or part) of a life 
insurance policy or IRA, estate plan or as  
part of a minimum IRA distribution required 
for those over 70½ years old.

For more information on making a gift  
to the Endowment Fund, please visit  

www.ucevanston.org/endowment

Be a part of  
strengthening our community 

for a vital future

The Unitarian Church of Evanston

Recent Impact
Recent Endowment grants have 
gone towards...

• Funding special projects not 
anticipated in the annual 
budget, such as the REAL 
program on racial justice

• Helping to purchase furniture 
for the Khalafs, the Syrian 
family UCE is sponsoring

• Improving UCE’s kitchen with 
new refrigerators, stoves and 
other equipment

• Enhancing the membership 
program and providing 
training for the Congregational 
Relations Team

• Supporting this year’s 
Thanksgiving celebration with 
Navy recruits from the Great 
Lakes Naval Station



Our Purpose
The Endowment Fund is 
a source of support for 
special initiatives that 
further the mission and 
work of UCE. 
Like the roots that nourish and stabilize 
a tree, Endowment dollars strengthen 
our community and promote its health 
and vitality. The intent is to provide a 
strong and lasting financial foundation 
that will nourish the congregation, 
its religious life and programs and 
maintain UCE’s vital position in the 
wider community.

2016 in Review
The Endowment Fund grew in 2016,  
with gifts totaling $65,500. The largest 
gift received was $60,000 from the 
estate of long-time members Lynn and 
Court Lawson. 

Lynn was a staunch advocate for UCE’s 
green sanctuary movement. She did 
groundbreaking work on environmental 
illness. Her book, Staying Well in a 
Toxic World, helped others who were 
experiencing chemical sensitivities find  
a path to health. 

In 2016, we also enrolled three Nellie 
Brough Legacy Society donors. These are 
people who have included UCE in their 
estate plans or have made a significant 
pledge or cash gift now. 

To request a grant from the Endowment Fund, please download an application at www.ucevanston.org/endowment

Our History 
The Endowment Fund was established in 1986. 
By 2006, it had grown to $100,000. At that time 
the trustees decided, with the support of the 
Board of Trustees, that the fund should begin 
dispersing money. The by-laws allow 5% of the 
existing fund total at the end of each calendar 
year to be distributed for worthy projects. 

From 2006 to 2016, $62,550 has been made 
available for a variety of projects, including 
initial salary for hiring Eileen Wiviott as 
Membership Director, costs to recruit a 
Religious Education Minister and upgrading 
the sound system. As of October 10, 2016, the 
Endowment fund has grown to over $360,000.

The UCE Endowment Fund is overseen by 
three elected trustees who are responsible 
for all financial decisions regarding the fund, 
as well approving grant requests. The trustees 
for the 2016-2017 fiscal year are Carol Nielsen 
(chair), Ellen Zacny and Amy Dooley. 


