Remarks at UCE UUA Service, July 22, 2012

Susan Frederick Gray, is minister of the UU Congregation of
Phoenix and leader of the Arizona Immigration Ministry. She has
gained prominence for her public actions of non-violent civil
disobedience against SB 1070, Arizona’s anti-immigrant legislation.

Perhaps my most important moment at GA came when Rev. Gray,
speaking at the Opening Session of General Assembly, told us
about some of the effects of this legislation. It requires local police
to determine the immigration status of people encountered during
“any lawful stop, detention, or arrest ...where reasonable suspicion
exists that the person is in the United States illegally.”

The result is that individuals in immigrant communities, including
witnesses or victims of crimes like theft, arson, rape, assault, or
worse are very reluctant to call or talk to police during or after an
incident.

Therefore, much of the crime in immigrant areas is unreported,
underinvestigated, and unchecked. And precious police resources
are devoted to immigration duties.

| found out later, that it also skews crime statistics. According to
the FBI, reported crime has declined in Arizona. But many Arizona
residents, particularly those in immigrant communities, believe
that actual crime has increased.

--Dick Whitaker






