For me, the UUA General Assembly message was that “Justice is Love in Action.”

The opening of our service was modeled after the opening ceremony for GA. As |
viewed the diversity of persons on the stage, as I heard the spoken words of justice and
unity and as my heart was lifted by the songs sung, I realized that this is what we could
create for our world. That another world could indeed be possible and I rejoiced in that
hope.

I’'m going to provide you with some poignant stories that communicate the justice
message.

First, UUA President Morales welcomed all of us with these words: ‘“We come to stand
once more on the side of love, because love cannot keep silent. We will bear witness.
We’re in this for the long haul. Love is stronger than fear. Love is stronger than hate.
Make no mistake: we will prevail.”

Rev. Schulz, who is president of UUSC, our service organization, told a story to explain
his understanding of honor worlds, in which the possibility of peace and comity expand:

A truckdriver who was an eyewitness to one of the massacres of Muslims by Bosnians in
Srebrenica in 1995 during the Bosnian War tells this story. The Muslim men and boys in
the town were lined up and the soldiers fired upon them, killing them all. However, out
of the long line of dead bodies, rose one human being...a small boy of about 5 or 6. The
boy said nothing, but started walking towards the line of soldiers. The commanding
officer called out for his soldiers to kill the boy, but they did not obey. They were
ordered again to kill the boy and again they did not obey. Instead, they lowered their
guns and watched the boy walk towards them. The boy came upon one of the soldiers
who took him and turned him over to the truckdriver who was witnessing all of this. That
truckdriver then took the boy to a hospital to be cared for.

‘What made the difference?

Rev. Schulz reflects that the soldiers no longer saw the boy as a Muslim...someone to be
killed. But, rather, they saw him as a boy....one of their own. And in that moment, the
honor world of the soldiers expanded enough to have a moment of grace and spare that
boy’s life.

Another story from Rev. Karen Tse. She is a UU Minister, International Human Rights
Lawyer and founder of International Bridges to Justice, which works to end torture
internationally. Her story is from Cambodia.

Let me end with the person who has inspired both me and my son. That is a small boy
named Vishna. He always reminds me that there is always something that we can give
even when we think we have nothing to give. Vishna was only 4 when I met him, but he
had an incredible sense of himself and his own heroic journey. He was born in the prisons
of Cambodia; however, because of this the guards absolutely loved him because he was a



small baby when he was born. He was allowed to slip in and out of the bars. He wanted
to visit all 156 prisoners in Kandal. Even though he rarely made it to all the prisoners, I'd
lift him up and he'd see them through the iron thing that was cut out, and put his fingers
through. For many of the prisoners he was their greatest joy and happiness, and they
looked forward to his visits. I always had a sense that he was a courageous example of
the truth that maybe we can’t do everything, but we can do something. He was born in
prison without material comfort and without much power, but he had a sense of his own
heroic journey. He did what he could, and in doing so embodied the words of Edward
Hale, "I am one, I cannot do everything. But I can do something. I'll do the one thing I
can do.”

I’ll close with Rev Tse’s request: Please do the one thing you can do. Join us on this
journey.



