“Immigration Justice and Injustice”

I experienced GA2012 from a different perspective. I wanted to try to
find a way to make the experience of General Assembly more available
to more people, so I decided to create Virtual GA. I took advantage of
the Live streaming video from GA that the UUA has been providing for
many years, and presented all the Plenaries and most of the major
evening events right here in the UCE lobby. It was jointly sponsored by
UCE and the Central Midwest District. I only got a couple of folks from
UCE to come for at least a few minutes, and I didn’t have a huge
response from folks in the Central Midwest District either, but it’s a
start. It’s good for people to begin to know that there is a less expensive
way to participate in General Assembly.

The correct title of these remarks should probably be “Immigration:
Unjust Justice”. The most emotional part of General Assembly for me
was the stories that people told of their experiences as undocumented
immigrants. Yes, some were blatantly manipulative, but the stories told
by Maria Hinojosa in the Ware Lecture were gripping — [ even swore in
front of my boss, who had joined me with his wife.

At this point I will quote from Ms. Hinojosa’s lecture:

“This 1s an America where people live in fear of any kind of
authority....imagine looking at officers and feeling fear because the
police have the capacity to tear your family apart. You don't
understand as a child that the police will hand you over to
immigration who will then separate your family...the point is you
fear the police....all the time.

I met a woman here in phoenix two years ago who told me she
couldn't drive her kids to school anymore. If her American born
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son were to drive her to work he could be arrested for smuggling
his mother. This is what that fear looks like.

This is also an America where due process is violated.

An America where every night, our government sanctions the
misrepresentation of law enforcement...where immigration agents
who are not the police, wear outfits that define them as police... In
fact, people have the legal right to say no to [letting] these officials
[enter their homes]. But not knowing that, they let them in. And at
the point the agents have the right to ask anyone in the house for
their immigration status.

[This is] an America where if you are a detained immigrant, you
do not, by law, have guaranteed access to a phone call, or a lawyer,
or chance to present your case before a real live judge...an America
where you are treated like a criminal even though you are not
charged as a criminal...

There are two different legal systems in our country. If you are a
criminal, one set of laws apply to you. If you are an immigrant
another set of laws apply to you.

In fact, if you are a criminal you have more rights afforded to you
by law than if you are an immigrant.

And double jeopardy is alive and well in America

We met a man who lived in NYC and had been in this country
since he was a teen. [He] came here with a legal green card from
Jamaica...twenty years ago, he committed a non-violent offense as
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a 20 year old. He was arrested, charged and he served his sentence.
And for twenty years he had no further problems with the law.

He too was targeted as a criminal immigrant who was seen as a
threat and so had made it to the top of the list and was detained by
the police who handed him over to immigration agents. He told
them he had already served his time...and they said, too bad...now
you are going to be deported. But he said I have a green card, they
said, too bad.

If due process can be denied to some people in our country then it
becomes easier for that due process to be denied to me... Or to
someone [ know...

All immigrants charged with immigration violations are held in
civil detention but they are dressed like inmates and housed like
inmates and treated like criminal inmates even though they are not.

People [are] housed in circus tents with [virtually] no
windows...where the one window had a red line around it and
where you are not allowed to cross. So even looking out a 24 inch
window was not allowed. I was shocked that the women's tent had
a complaint box that was nailed shut so no way to even put a
complaint inside. Where there was no clean drinking water. That
they would run out of toilet paper and pads and would have to
plead for more. That when they smelled chicken they knew that
outside monitors were coming to see [the camp] but that other than
that they were hungry most of the time.

Our whistleblower who worked inside told the story of how she
didn't believe the complaints about the food...to prove it a detainee
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brought her a napkin of what they had been served for lunch...she
opened up the napkins and there were live maggots....in our USA?

Understand that even if these detainees wanted to complain there is
no way for them to sue anyone to hold them accountable. They do
not have that right by law.

We heard stories of women detainees who were raped by guards,
complained about it and were deported the next day. Is that the
perfect solution...you assault a detainee who doesn't speak English,
you get her pregnant and you deport her if she threatens to
complain?

[A] Canadian woman who overstayed her visa and was picked up
for a minor traffic violation and then found she had bounced a
check for $200 ... was sexually assaulted by a guard who told her
she must like it...and when she asked another guard if she should
complain that guard said don't do it...it will get worse for you.

Isn’t that what we believe is our right as Americans. To speak up?”

I speak now as Peggy...

So we need to ask ourselves: Do real Americans accept this situation?
Do Unitarian Universalists? With our histories as Americans and UU’s?

Elie Weisel said, there is no such thing as an illegal human being and it
is a dangerous term to use. Why Maria asked? He said the Nazis

declared the Jews to be an illegal people and that was the beginning of
the holocaust.
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