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General Profile 
PWFC was founded in 2010 by Kenny and Paula Goldman; the first class started in the 
2011-12 school year.  PWFC takes about 20 students each year. The first three years 
they get tutoring and monitoring for academic classes. As high school seniors, they get 
help from a professional college coach in preparing college applications.  Mentors then 
help them successfully navigate and graduate from college.  
Mentors are chosen in the fall and begin working students in the spring of junior year.  
 

Program Purpose 
Mission Statement:  Pass With Flying Colors prepares Chicago’s under-served high 
school students to be successful in college.  PWFC is an eight-year college access and 
persistence program. During high school, PWFC students participate in academic 
enrichment, leadership development and college readiness programs. PWFC students 
continue to receive personal support and mentoring during their college years so their 
college degree becomes a reality.  
 

Participant Profile 
Age Range:  high school thru college 
Geography:  Chicago high schools; right now they are in one high school: Northtown 
Academy, a charter school on the northwest side.  
PWFC personnel chose students who will be the first in their family to go to college; 
there is an application (including income data and immigration status) and an interview 
process for the student and his/her family.  Students make an eight-year commitment. 
Mentors make a 5 1/2-year commitment (senior year plus college), connecting with their 
students roughly once per month. 
Mentors are chosen by the executive director right now; she will be made aware that 
UCE has a pool of potential mentors. 
PWFC is also using subject-specific tutors; tutors need to be available during the school 
day.  This aspect of the program is not strictly defined (as of spring 2014).  
 

Outcomes 
Outcome studies are in process, and include academic and non-academic habits 
(executive skills), as well as raw academic scores. Since the program is so young, they 
will not be able to measure their basic success rate (i.e. getting the participants 
graduated from college) for several years. 
 


