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Revelation (n.) 
1. the act of revealing or disclosing. 
2. Something that is revealed of disclosed, especially a striking disclosure, as of something not 
before realized. 
Synonyms: disclosure, announcement, discovery, epiphany, leak, news, lightning bolt 
  
Lighting the Chalice: 
  
Opening Words: 
“Before you tell your life 
what you intend to do with it 
listen for what it intends to do with you 
  
before you tell your life 
what truth and values 
you have decided to live up to 
let your life tell you what truths you embody 
and what values you represent” 
--Parker Palmer 
  
Check In:   Let’s listen deeply, let’s share bravely. 
  
Readings: 
" I am a devout skeptic.  I don’t believe in ESP or heaven or a zillion other unverifiable things. And 
yet after returning from an extended trip to Argentina, where people tend to be intensely sociable, I 
had a powerful vision during waking hours for six straight days.  As I went through my day, I saw 
every person literally connected to every other person in the vicinity via umbilical-type cords.  If the 
interaction between persons was positive, a golden, amber liquid flowed between them in this cord; 
if it was negative, the fluid look blackish-green.  No one else showed any awareness of these cords, 
which also stretched between people not obviously interacting in the moment. The message was 
clear to me:  We are all connected, whether we realize it or not; furthermore, I want to generate 
amber, not bile.  I told no one for six months because I was concerned that they’d have me locked 
up as crazy.  When I finally shared it with a colleague (a history professor well versed in religion), he 
had this insightful comment:  “If you had been a Catholic, you’d have seen the Virgin Mary.  You, 
however, are a Unitarian Universalist—so naturally you saw the interconnected web!”  Fifteen years 
later, I am still committed to caring for the web, aiming to inspire interpersonal harmony wherever I 
go.” 
--Soul Matters Leader  
  
 “In a religious context, we almost always think of revelation in terms of “the Truth.” 



The revelation of “the truth.” “The truth” revealed. I have to admit that I am skeptical about how 
much seeking the revelation of truth will really help us. Since there are so many ways to envision 
“the truth” it seems to me that the very concept often causes more rifts than relationships. What if 
we focused on the revelation of beauty instead. As Mary Oliver does in her poems. (The Summer 
Day and The Place I Want to Get Back To) We do not have to understand or claim knowledge of 
beauty. It simply is. And learning how to pay attention to the amazing beauty in the world might 
reveal more about how we are all connected – might bring us closer together - than trying to get our 
diverse hearts and minds around “the truth” would.” 
--Soul Matters Minister 
  
“Revelation comes to those who are radically hospitable to what they don’t know.” 
--Rebecca Parker 
  
Questions: 
1.     What do you see when you look in the mirror? 
2.     Do you consider revelation to be a big event or something you can find every day? How does 
your daily living reflect that?  Would others know it by watching you? 
3.     Do you remember your first revelation? 
4.     Do revelations come to you more often in times of joys or times of loss? 
5.     Have you had a revelation of “something more - a strength beyond our strength, giving strength 
to your strength” as Howard Thurman puts it? 
6.     Are you hiding a revelation?  Keeping it to yourself?  Is it time to share it? 
7.     Who is trying to reveal themselves to you? 
8.     Do you have revelation teachers? Who are those people in your life who have revealed 
themselves to you or encouraged you to reveal yourself to the world? What have you revealed and 
learned? 
9.     When has love been a revelation for you? And how are you honoring that revelation today? 
10.  Has revelation ever “taken you by the hair and dragged you around the room,” to use the words 
of the poet Hafiz?  Has it tried to “rip to shreds all your erroneous notions of truth”?  Did you listen 
or “quickly pack your bags and hightail it out of town”?  Are you ready to listen now?  Or suffer a bit 
of dragging? 
11.  What’s your question? Your question may not be listed above. As always, if the above 
questions don't include what life is asking from you, spend the month listening to your days to hear 
it.  
  
Check Out: How was tonight’s group for you? Any wishes, desires for something else? What was 
your “take away”? 
  
Extinguishing the Chalice 
Closing Words: 
  
Three Mornings 
In Istanbul, my ears 



three mornings heard the early call to prayer. 
At fuller light, heard birds then, 
water birds and tree birds, birds of migration. 
Like three knowledges, 
I heard them: incomprehension, 
sweetened distance, longing. 
--Jane Hirschfield 
 


