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Join us for worship!

Services take place on Sunday morning at 9:00 and 11:00 am

January 30, 2015

This Sunday at UCE

Sunday, February 1

Worship Service -9 and 11am
"Faithful Doubt"
"Doubt isn't the opposite of faith; it is an element of
faith," according to Christian theologian Paul Tillich.
Can we Unitarian Universalists "cherish [our] doubts"
(as UU minister Robert T. Weston put it) without making
an idol of them? Rev. Connie Grant speaking.

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am
"Welfare Benefits"
Welfare benefits are structured to address the myriad
struggles associated with poverty, and to serve as a
foundation for upward economic mobility. Is society
best served by the current structure of benefits or
would alternatives be preferable? Discussion leaders:
Scott Campbell and Gordon Mallett.

SOUP-er Bowls Lunch - 12:00pm
Purchase a beautiful hand-made bowl and get a
nourishing lunch with it. Proceeds will go to local food
pantries. A definite win-win-win.

"We Can Work It Out” Workshop - 12:30pm
The UCE Congregational Relations Team is pleased to
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offer our previously well-received workshop "We Can
Work It Out: Constructive Conflict as Part of Healthy
Engagement." The workshop is intended to help us
keep the commitments made in our Covenant of
Engagement - which can be difficult to keep once
feelings are hurt, tempers flare or anxiety (including
anxiety about conflict!) is stirred. The workshop will be
both didactic and experiential, including a brief
PowerPoint presentation, small group discussions and
role plays. Walk-ins are welcome.

Mentoring Post - 12:30pm

Are you a mentor? Are you thinking about becoming a
mentor? Come and hear the mentoring and tutoring
experiences of three UCE members. Michael
Anderson, Joe Eggers, and Betty Walker will share
their experiences--the good, the bad, the questions, the
conundrums, and the joys. For more information, check
out our page on the UCE website.

News from the Executive Operations

Director

Our church building is a place to
gather, to share beliefs, explore
concepts, challenge thought, and it is
here where we feel safe together.
Each week staff is here behind the
scenes working to put together the
order of service, cleaning floors,
writing sermons, organizing classes,
planning curriculum, reaching out to
visitors, working with volunteers,
Sandra Robinson Planning fundraisers and rentals, and

so on....Sunday morning arrives and it

is about you, the congregation and
guests. It is the time when we talk with you, share with
you, hear what is important to you and find satisfaction
in the fact that our work has come together with
purpose.

| wanted to share with you my world of rentals and the
many activities that take place at UCE that are not UCE
programs or events, but touch our values and support
our budget. In 2014-15 we budgeted $27,000 and
received $49,000 in rental fees. This is income above
and beyond pledges, music concerts, rummage sale
and auction. In the 2015-16, budget rental income is
$42,000 or 6% of our of UCE budget. Click here to read
more.

News from the Board of Trustees

My Self Alive
Submitted by: Brian Nielsen, Vice President

Last October 18, a Saturday, over 100 members and
friends of our UCE congregation met to consider as a

Auction Item - "Soup Kitchen
Dinner" With the Board of Trustees

Auction Item - Evanston
Symphony

Upcoming UCE Events

Click each event for more
information.

Friday, Jan 30, 7pm
Rainbow Alliance Game Night

Saturday, Jan 31, 2pm
Intergenerational Book Group

Sunday, Feb. 1, 12:30pm
Mentoring Post

Sunday, Feb. 1, 12:30pm
CRT Workshop - "We Can Work It
Out”

Tuesday, Feb 3- Tuesday, March
24, 7pm

Perspectives on the Nature of
Religion

Tuesday, Feb 3, 10am
Common Threads

Friday, Feb 6 and 20, 7pm
Bridge at UCE

Saturday, Feb. 7, 6-9pm
Night of the Arts

Friday, Feb 13, 6pm
Valentine's Dance

Sunday, Feb 15, 4pm
Choir Festival

Friday, Feb. 20 - Saturday, Feb 21
Income Inequality Workshop

Sunday, Feb. 22, 12:45pm
Sundaes on Sunday

Common Threads

Friday, Feb. 27, 7pm
Dances of Universal Peace

Saturday, Feb. 28, 6:30pm
UCE's Got Talent!

Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2
UCE Annual Rummage Sale
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group what our deepest hopes and dreams for the
church are. The ideas that attendees shared that
morning were written down, discussed in both small
and larger groups, and at the end of the meeting
passed along to the Board of Trustees. There was
excitement in the sanctuary. Time well spent! And we
on the Board knew we had a job ahead to capture the
spirit of that day in a concise document that the church
could use to help steer a course for the future.

It took us several rounds of meetings over a three-
month period to synthesize five core statements from
the workshop, or "ends statements" as they are
referred to in the literature on Policy Governance.
Reverend Bret presented those five ends statements
as part of a sermon in January, using them as five
answers to the question "Who do we want to be in the
world?" Click here to read more.

News from the Membership Director

What Makes a Welcoming
Congregation?

Our church has been a ,
Welcoming Congregation since 1997.
We have earned this designation &
from the UUA by attending to our
"practices of welcoming gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender people."
As the UUA states, "Our vision goes
beyond the Welcoming Congregation
Program. By taking this first step, we
hope to explore more issues such as Eileen Wiviott
sexism, racism, able-ism, and

others...Only when we are truly open
to the wealth of diversity in our world will the inherent
worth and dignity of every person be affirmed with a
large voice." Click here to read more.

Night of the Arts
Saturday, February 7, 6-9pm

$5 per person, $15 per family.

This multi-generational event is not
to be missed. Here is a peek at
some of the fantastic art tables we
8 will feature:

Fairy Houses - Colorful homes will
invite imaginative play & perhaps a tiny sprite or two.

Valentine origami - Make a lovely box for your
sweetie.

Learn to crochet and leave with a flower - It's easy!
Delectable Valentine cookie - Decorate with the
sweetest, most delicious trimmings.

October 1-4
Fall Weekend

Community Involvement

Click each event for more
information.

Sunday, Feb. 15, 5:30pm
Annual Interfaith Vision Keepers
Dinner

Saturday, Feb. 28. 9:00am
Workshop - Organizing for
Change: Addressing Classism In
Your Faith Community

A Request from Good News
Partners

Evanston's Emergency Overnight
Shelter

Connections for the Homeless
Take-Action Lunch Club

Evanston School Circle Volunteer

Opportunity
-A

VALUES IN ACTION

UCE 2016 PLEDGE DRIVE

Join us Sunday, March 1
after the 9am service for kickoff
cake and goodies!

Join us after the 11am service
for an all-ages Treasure Hunt
and lunch!
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Paper Valentines - Make a Valentine for your sweetie
or somebody else whom you love.

Prayer cloths - Inspiring and spiritual, we will hang
these at UCE when we are done.

Clay Sculpting - Make your own creatures, objects, &
shapes, then decorate them with flair!

Colored lanterns - Ordinary jars will be transformed
into beautiful, glowing works of art.

Click here for the Night of the Arts brochure with more
details on all of the projects.

Common Threads

Common Threads, the UCE knitting and crocheting
group, meets on the first Tuesday of the month at
10am, and the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7pm,
usually in Room 2.

We make hats and blankets for babies, and scarves
and shawls for people who we think would like a hand-
knitted or crocheted care shawl. Sometimes, we also
work on our own projects.

We have a huge stash of donated yarn, needles, and
directions, as well as people who can help you improve
your knitting and crocheting skills.

Our next meeting dates are February 3 at 10am and
February 24 at 7pm. Mark the dates on your
calendar. Contact Joan Horberg with any questions.

Bridge at UCE

Calling all bridge players, old or new, rusty or active.
Come and play bridge at UCE on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays of every month. This month the games will be
on February 6 and 20. We start around 7:30pm or as
soon as 4 players arrive. No partner? That's no
problem. We guarantee partners.

Sign Up to Make Bag Breakfasts for
Connections

We will be assembling 40 breakfasts to bring to
Connections for the Homeless on these dates on the
30 Days of Love Calendar. Please sign up now to bring
items and help us assemble. Visit the Volunteer page
or the Food and Shelter Page of the Website.

Or go directly to the sign up pages for each date:

Wednesday, February 4, 6pm in Room 3

Monday, February 9, 6pm in the UCE Kitchen

Teams will search around UCE to
discover some of the many
wonderful ways we celebrate and
demonstrate our VALUES IN
ACTION. No need to come with a
team -- we'll assign you to one!

The Hunt will culminate with hot
cocoa and a soup/chili/salad lunch
provided by our Social Action
Teams.

Perspectives on the Nature of
Religion

Tuesday, February 3 - 24
7:00 - 9:00pm

Do religions help people survive?
If so, how? Bill Irons and Jerry
Stone will lead discussions of this
issue using Darwin's Cathedral by
David Sloan Wilson. On Feb. 3
we will begin by discussing
Chapters 1 - 3. Copies of the
book are available at the Book H.
For used copies check online or at
local used bookstores.

Please sign up on the Religious
Education bulletin board near the
Lobby or with the UCE office a
learning@ucevanston.org or at
847-864-1330.

Income Inequality Conference

February 20-22, 2015 at UCE

EVERYDAY WE HEAR
ABOUT THE HAVES
AND THE HAVE-NOTS.
IT’S TIME TO HEAR
FROM THE PEOPLE

WHO’VE

HAD

ENOUGH.

Click here for more information
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The Annual Interfaith Vision Keepers Dinner

Sunday, February 15 at 5:30pm at the
Orrington Hotel

This year we will be honoring Dale Griffin as UCE's
Vision Keeper. Dale has been an inspiring UCE leader
in his work with Community Renewal Society, Peace
and Justice, Harms Woods Restoration and in the kind,
conscious and generous way he lives. Please join us at
the dinner, which is a fundraiser for the important and
life-saving work of Interfaith Action. Dinner tickets are
$75 per person. Contact Eileen Wiviott by February 5th
to attend.

UCE has been named CRS Church of the
Month by CRS!

Just announced by Community Renewal Society
(CRS): "The Unitarian Church of Evanston (UCE) has
quickly become one of the most powerful churches in
CRS! In 2013, UCE turned out 18 congregational
leaders to the Martin Luther King Faith in Action
Assembly, and in 2014 they more than doubled their
turnout to 40. But last month, UCE turned out a
remarkable 74 members from their congregation to
Liberty Baptist Church and their state Senator Daniel
Biss and both state representatives from Evanston,
Robyn Gabel and Laura Fine!

"UCE has achieved these successes by strengthening
relationships between members of their congregation
and by investing in the development of their leaders.
Over the past two summers, UCE has held community
listening campaigns that have resulted in one-on-ones
with more than 150 people. And over the past three
years, 7 UCE leaders have completed the CRS Three
Day Organizing Training and more than 20 have
completed the CRS Confronting Pharaoh Training."

Thanks to all members and staff for supporting these
efforts. We make a powerful and effective team!

Auction Item - "Soup Kitchen Dinner"

with the Board of Trustees
Sunday March 1, 5:30pm

UCE's soup kitchen recipes get rave reviews from
participants and also from the volunteers who cook and
serve the casseroles. This is your chance to savor a
soup kitchen dinner organized by our soup kitchen chef
Janet Hartmann.

Robb Geiger has agreed to play soup kitchen favorites
while we dine. The only changes are that there will be
'libations' as we gather and the meal will be cooked
and served by your Board of Trustees. A Sunday night
supper of comfort food and good cheer.

L LLJ

PutaSpellonYou

UcCe Valegnting’s Pance
Pridag the 13th « 6pm

all ages * potluck » photobooth « tarot » palm readng
storytellings so much dancing it's kinda’ scary

Choir Festival

Sunday, February 15, 4:00pm
at UCE

Beat the winter blues with our 10th
annual Choir Festival. Four
combined choirs, totaling more
than 100 singers!

An multi-generational event
featuring: The Evanston Children's
Choir, E.T.C. (Evanston Teen
Choir), Baha'i Temple Choir and
our very own UCE Choir.

A thrilling experience not to be
missed!

UCE's Got Talent!

Experience the talents of UCE
members and friends

Saturday, February 28
6:30 - 9:00pm

Do you sing, dance, play a
musical instrument, or have
another talent that you would like
to bring to the UCE stage? Is one
of your talents cooking or baking?
Please send in applications
(including your name and contact


mailto:ewiviott@hotmail.com

There are 9 places left at $25 per person for this
auction item benefiting UCE. The casseroles are: red
beans & rice with sausage, pesto alfredo pasta with
chicken and broccoli and taco casserole. Veggie
versions provided on request. Buy a couple of tickets
and bring someone you love to this dinner. Contact
Tom Hempfling to buy tickets.

Auction Item - Evanston Symphony

Make an offer and pick up your ticket from the
office Sunday morning!

The auction team has one ticket from the auction to
hear the Evanston symphony play German favorites on
Sunday, Feb. 1. Tickets normally $25 for seniors and
$30 for adults. Favorite soprano Michelle Areyzaga
returns in her first-ever performance of Richard
Strauss' beautiful Four Last Songs. Music Director
Lawrence Eckerling leads the Symphony No. 3 of
Brahms and the Overture to Tannhauser by Wagner.
The first person who contacts Tom Hempfling with their
offer will win. Whatever you pay benefits UCE
programming.

Ministers' Schedules

Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and by appointment. Monday is sabbath
and Friday devoted to writing. To send a message,
read Rev. Bret's blog, or sign up for a weekly
meditations, visit www.liberalfaith.org.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the
day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often
has evening meetings on those days. She takes
Mondays off and works at home on Fridays. Please
email or call Connie for an appointment. Contact
cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

information, your talent, and a
description and estimated length

of your performance) to
learning@ucevanston.org by
February 15.

This fun event is sponsored by our
Journeys students and mentors as
a fundraiser for their Boston trip.
Tickets will be available in
February at a rate of $12 for
adults (age 12 and up); $6 for
children (age 5-11); maximum $30
for families.

Our Giving House

Our Giving House is collecting
Peanut Butter and Canned
Beans this month. Your donations
will be matched by the Bernstein
Covenant group.

e - YOGA

8am on Sunday Morning

Yoga at UCE is designed to
reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find
balance - restorative yoga. Enjoy
doing yoga before the service. If
you never have done yoga before,
this is your opportunity. Drop in,
wear comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.

Contact Doug_Erickson or Jessica
Tomell-Presto with any questions.

Quick Links
ucevanston.org

Calendar
Upcoming Worship Services
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