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Join us for worship!
Services take place on Sunday morning at 9:00 and 11:00 am

Game Night cancelled tonight due to extreme temperatures.
Stay inside and play games with your family tonight!

January 9, 2015 In This Issue:
(scroll down for articles)

Rainbow Alliance Presents )
Crys Matthews Benefit Concert This Sunday at UCE

Tomorrow - Saturday, January 10, From the Senior Minister
7:15pm at UCE . . .
Upcoming Worship Services
Crys Matthews is an eclectic blend of Americana,
folk, funk, blues and jazz and with influences ranging News from the Endowment
from Otis Redding all the way to Ani DiFranco. Committee
Proceeds benefit YEPP, an LGBTQ youth theater Social Action Fair
initiative. They will perform a selection from their

h Constructive Conflict Workshop
Faces piece.

2014 Mitten Tree Thank You!
Click here to purchase tickets.

Upcoming Membership Classes

This Sunday at UCE Sundaes on Sundays with the Board

Sunday, January 11 of Trustees
UCE Men's Group

Worship Service - 9 and 11am

"To Be a People of Integrity"” Intergenerational Book Group
The theme for January is "integrity." On the surface it
seems simple: to tell the truth, to live truly one's Women in Transition
values, to have our inner values align with our public
selves. Yet being a "person" of integrity is only the Volunteer to Make Bag Breakfasts
beginning. To be a people of integrity requires living for Connections for the Homeless
our shared values, together, in the same way we
aspire to live our individual lives. Rev. Bret Lortie Composting at UCE
speaking.
This Sunday we welcome our 2015/2016 Intern
Minister, Kevin Debeck, who will begin his Click each event for more information.

ministry at UCE in the fall.

Saturday, Jan 10, 7:15pm
Crys Matthews Concert

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am
"Cooperatives: What are they and their place in Sunday, Jan 11, 12:30pm
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our economy"

US cooperatives have generated $653 billion in
revenue and has employed 2.1 millions people. Yet
not a lot of people know what cooperatives are and
how vitally they are important to the economy on all
levels. AJ Segneri will explain about coops, his
experience as a coop-prenuer, and his current coop
project. Discussion Leader: AJ Segneri

Intro to Unitarian Universalism - 12:30 - 2pm
Led by Rev. Bret, we'll look at our history, our
principles, the sources of our faith, and the meaning
of covenant. This is the first step in the membership
process.

From the Senior Minister

To Be a People of Integrity

My father could abide almost =
any transgression except for a

lie. Knowing this, | definitely | F28 o
minimized the trouble | got mto, —\
as a child by not lying. It was &
less about integrity than
intelligence. | knew that the
quicker | could fess up to
something | did wrong, the
quicker | got out of trouble.

Rev. Bret Lortie

What was integrity in those situations? The simple
honesty that came from fear of punishment? | believe
that integrity is more than being honest to avoid
trouble. Honesty may, in fact, just by a byproduct of
integrity. Click here to read more.

Upcoming Worship Services

Sunday, January 18, 9 and 11am

"Thirty Days of Love"
In our "Thirty Days of Love" campaign between
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Valentines Day,
we're asked to consider if our notion of love is limited
or boundless. If it is exclusive or free to all. If it is
ours, or everyone's. As we continue to explore what
it means to "be a people of integrity," we look to the
great men and women who have stood on the side of
love - and to how we might do better by Love. Rev.
Bret Lortie speaking.

Sunday, January 25, 9 and 11am

"Loving the Hell Out of the World"
The Universalist perspective, according to historian
Mark Harris, emphasizes our common relationship to
the whole of creation and to a loving creation that
redeems all. In this vision, we are not distinguishable
from one another, nor are we judged as saved or
unsaved. Rather than asking about human will,
Universalism asks "how are we bound up together?"

Intro to Unitarian Universalism

Tuesdays. Jan 13-27, 7pm
The Transcendentalists and the
Unitarians: Challenge and Change

Friday, Jan 16, 7:30pm
Bridge at UCE

Saturday, Jan 17, 9:00am
Orietation Toward Membership

Sunday, Jan 18, 12:00pm
Social Action Fair

Sunday, Jan 18, 12:45pm
Sundaes on Sunda

Monday, Jan. 26, 7pm
Women in Transition

Tuesday, Jan 27, 7pm
Common Threads

Saturday. Jan 31. 2pm
Intergenerational Book Group

Sunday, February 1,12:30pm
CRT Workshop - "We Can Work It
Out"

Saturday, Feb 7, 6-9pm
Night of the Arts

Friday, Feb 20 - Saturday, Feb 21
Income Inequality Workshop

Sunday, Feb 22, 12:45pm
Sundaes on Sunday

Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2
UCE Annual Rummage Sale

Community Involvement

Click each event for more information.

Sunday, Jan 11, 10am-2pm
Winter Farmers Market in Skokie

Sunday, Jan 11 at 3pm
Interfaith Action Winter Gathering

Sunday, Jan 18, 12pm
Dances of Universal Peace at Lake

Street Church

Monday, Jan 26 at 6pm
Michelle Alexander: Martin Luther

King Jr. Celebration

Evanston's Emergency Overnight
Shelter
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Rev. Bret Lortie speaking.

News from the Endowment Committee

Learn _more about the Endowment Committee and
how it Keeps UCE!

Social Action Fair kicks off 30 Days of Love

Sunday, January 18 at 12pm

- Stay after the worship
. service to leamn about
the social justice
programs of UCE that
N help us live our
values. You can pick
up a 30 Days of Love
y Calendar, learn about
the Rainbow Alliance,
~ Community Renewal
|- Society, the Food and
Shelter Team,
Composting and Zero
Waste, and so much
more!

Constructive Conflict Workshop
Sunday, February 1, 12:30pm

The UCE Congregational Relations Team is pleased
to offer our previously well-received workshop "We
Can Work It Out: Constructive Conflict as Part of
Healthy Engagement" on Sunday February 1st from
12:30-2:30. The workshop is intended to help us keep
the commitments made in our Covenant of
Engagement - which can be difficult to keep once
feelings are hurt, tempers flare or anxiety (including
anxiety about conflict!) is stirred.

The workshop will be both didactic and experiential,
including a brief power point presentation, small
group discussions and role plays. It will draw from
Marshall Rosenberg's Compassionate
Communication (also known as Nonviolent
Communication), the Healthy  Congregations
curriculum, and the work of relationships researcher
John Gottman. It will be a slightly revised version of
the workshop the team has presented in the past.
Those who have attended before are welcome to
return for a refresher and may choose to work in a
group with others who have also participated before.

Registration by contacting the church office is
requested and preferred, but walk-ins are welcome.
Childcare will be provided if requested by Sunday
January 25th. For more information please contact
any member of the CRT: Tammy Besser, Jean
Durkin, Tom Hempfling, John LaPlante, Carla Leone-

New Volunteer Opportunities at
Connections for the Homeless

Connections for the Homeless Take-
Action Lunch Club

Evanston School Circle Volunteer
Opportunity

Add your photo to the
UCE Member Directory

Our UCE member photo directory,
is available on our website. This is
a password protected document for
UCE members (contact the office if
you don't know the password). If
you would like to add your photo to
the directory, please send us a jpeg
or let us know you'd like your
picture taken on Sunday morning.
See Membership Director, Eileen
Wiviott or Communications
Coordinator, Carli Magel.

Bagels and Fruit
for Social Hour

Please consider
'bringing our social
hour refreshments.
There are several open dates
including January 18, January 25,
February 15, and February 22. This
is a great activity for a covenant
group or other small group to do.
Sign up at the bagel table, on our
website, or contact Eileen Wiviott
for more details. You can be
reimbursed for all or part of your
purchases. Thanks!

Nairobi Girls Chorale CDs
are available

If you purchased one of these CDs
on Sunday, December 28th you can
pick it up from Eileen Wiviott at the
Guest and Member Table in the
lobby.

30 Days of Love returns to UCE -
MLK Day to Valentine's Day

Look for the calendar, coming soon,
on our website, in print and on the
Social Action bulletin board in the
lobby. It is loaded with ways you
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2014 Mitten Tree Thank You!

Weekly News from UCE

Sands (co-chair) or Brian Meister (co-chair). Hope to
see you there!

Another year of holiday joy and success with the
Mitten Tree has come and gone. And now it is time
to write those thank you letters. Everyone was so
incredibly generous. When you saw the amazing
display of presents and food, it was easy to feel
grateful to everyone in the church. We are grateful to
be part of a loving and generous community who can
really bring some holiday joy to many people. We
served 88 persons this year, some with multiple gifts,
some with cleaning supplies, and others with
Christmas dinner. Click here to read more.

Upcoming Membership Classes

Intro to Unitarian Universalism - Sunday, January
11; 12:30 - 2pm. Led by Rev. Bret, we'll look at our
history, our principles, the sources of our faith, and
the meaning of covenant. This is the first step in the
membership process.

Orientation Toward Membership - Saturday,
January 17; 9 am - noon. Led by Rev. Connie and
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott. An interactive
morning exploring our spiritual journeys, the diversity
of our beliefs, and what it means to be a member of
this congregation. This is the second step in the
membership process.

Sign up at the Guest & Member Table in the lobby or
email Eileen Wiviott.

Sundaes on Sundays with the

Board of Trustees
Submitted by Shirley Adams, BOT President

Members are invited to attend a
conversation with your trustees on
Sundays, Jan. 18 or Sunday, Feb. 22 at
12:45pm. We will offer info about our new
ENDS (goals) statements and about how
the Board is planning its work toward those
ENDS. We are offering a 'sweetener' of all
the fixings for an old fashioned ice cream sundae.
Come ready to share conversation and learn more
about what the Board is up to this year.

UCE Men's Group

The UCE Men's Group meets every other Sunday
evening at the church at 7:00pm. The schedule
through June is as follows: Jan 11, Jan 25, Feb 8§,
Feb 22, Mar 8, Mar 22, Apr 5, Apr 19, May 3, May
17, May 31, and June 14. On June 28, we will have
our annual retreat. This year, it'll be in Michigan.

and your family can Stand on the
Side of Love.
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Saturday, February 7 from 6-9pm

The sanctuary will be filled with
people of all ages enjoying a variety
of art projects. Some projects will
be individual for taking home, and
some will be group projects for
display. Make a valentine for your
honey, make an artistic creation to
take home, enjoy music and
noshes, and ward off the winter
blahs. It may be cold outside, but
we'll keep it warm and cozy inside
making art. The cost is $5.00 per
person, or $15.00 per family.

If you have any questions or want
more information contact Johna or

Will Van Dyke.

Seeking Home Hospitality for the
UU Conference on Pay Inequality

We are seeking home hospitality for
the UU Conference Escalating
Inequality or Opportunity for All? to
be held at the church, February 20-
22, 2015. Having enough home
stays will make the conference
more affordable for everyone and
will help us make full use of the
grant we received to support
scholarships.

To find out more about the
conference go to the website:
http://uujec.com/purposeAndGoals.
If you wish to attend, you can sign
up at the website above. If you can
offer home hospitality, please
complete the form located at:
http://tinyurl.com/uujec-hospitality.
Contact Carol Nielsen for questions
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Intergenerational Book Group
Saturday, January 31, 2pm

The Intergenerational Book Group will be meeting to
discuss "The Golden Compass" by Philip Pullman.
The meeting will be held at the home of Jeff
Halldin and Marybeth Burdelak, 749 Asbury Ave.,
Evanston (about five blocks south of UCE). Copies
of the book will be available at the book cart. If you
have any questions, contact Jeff Halldin. Readers of
all ages are encouraged to join us for a focused,
lively discussion!

Women in Transition

This new group for women contemplating or in the
process of divorce will meet at 7pm on Monday,
January 26th. To maintain maximum discretion, we
will meet privately away from UCE. For details,
please contact Noel Yovovich.

Sign up to make bag breakfasts for

Connections for the Homeless

We will be assembling 40 breakfasts to bring to
Connections for the Homeless on 3 dates on the 30
Days of Love Calendar. Please sign up now to bring
items and help us assemble them. Visit the volunteer
page or the Food and Shelter page on our website.

Or go directly to the sign up pages for each date:

Sunday, January 25, 12:30 in Room 3

Wednesday, February 4, 6pm in Room 3

Monday. February 9. 6pm in the UCE Kitchen

Composting at UCE

At the south end of the parking lot, there are two
green totes for compost. If you would like to
participate in this composting program for church
members and friends, please remember to contribute.
We are asking for $5 per person, per month to be
paid to UCE by check (put "composting" in the
memo), through automatic payments ($30 minimum),
or by putting cash in a giving envelope marked
"compost” (found at the back of they hymnal). Thank
you for caring for our planet by diverting waste from
our landfills.

Ministers' Schedules

Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and by appointment. Monday is sabbath
and Friday devoted to writing. To send a message,

on home stays.

) 2

8am on Sunday Morning

YOGA

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce
stress, bring relaxation, increase
range of motion, and find balance -
restorative yoga. Enjoy doing yoga
before the service. If you never
have done yoga before, this is your
opportunity. Drop in, wear
comfortable clothing for stretching,
and try it. Yoga is learned by doing.
Community yoga mats provided if
needed.

Contact Doug Erickson or Jessica
Tomell-Presto with any questions.

Quick Links
ucevanston.org

Calendar
Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons

Joys and Sorrows (protected
documents)

Facebook
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read Rev. Bret's blog, or sign up for a weekly
meditations, visit www.liberalfaith.org.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during
the day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and
often has evening meetings on those days. She
takes Mondays off and works at home on Fridays.
Please email or call Connie for an appointment.
Contact

cagrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

| 847-864-1330 | uce@ucevanston.org | http://www.ucevanston.org
1330 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
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