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UNITARIAN NEWS

Join us for worship!

Services take place on Sunday morning at 9:00 and 11:00 am

February 27, 2015

This Sunday at UCE
Sunday, March 1

Worship Service -9 and 11am

"Skating to Where the Puck Will Be"
When asked by a reporter how he seems to always
know where the puck is, Gretsky countered by saying
it's not at all about knowing where the puck is; it's
about knowing where the puck is going to be. As
we consider how we will be good stewards of this
congregation, it's a helpful metaphor to consider.
Where is this church going to be? Rev. Bret Lortie
speaking.

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am
"Lying"
People lie all the time. It has been said that society or
personal relationships could not function without lying.
Is it morally permissible to lie? Or a societal
necessity? Why do people lie? Discussion Leader:
Dick Whitaker

Pledge Drive Kick-Off - 10am and 12pm
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VALUES IN ACTION

Join us after the 9am service for kickoff cake and
goodies!

Join us after the 11am service for an all-ages Treasure
Hunt and lunch!

Teams will search around UCE to discover some of
the many wonderful ways we celebrate and
demonstrate our VALUES IN ACTION. No need to
come with a team -- we'll assign you to one!

The Hunt will culminate with hot cocoa and a
soup/chili/salad lunch provided by our Social Action
Teams.

Hospitality Team Orientation/Training - 1:00pm

March 1 at 1:00pm, March 15 at 12:30pm,
March 29 at 12:30pm
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Have you heard about the new plan to expand our
Sunday morning hospitality program? It is an invitation
to include all church members (children too) in the
practice of making our congregation radically
welcoming. The sessions in March are an opportunity
to ask questions, get clarity and learn the basics of
each Sunday morning role. It's not just about greeting
and passing out hymnals! The team roles also include:
offering (money) counters, coffee helpers, buying
bagels and fruit, audio and visual support (for those
who have experience), clean up, and attending the
composting/recycling center. There is something for
everyone. Every member of the congregation has
been assigned a team and team leaders will be
contacting you soon to invite you to participate. The
program begins at the end of May so there is plenty of
time to become familiar with the ways you can help. If
you are unable to make it on March 1st but would like

Wednesday Night Soup Kitchens
Upcoming Membership Classes
Bagels and Fruit for Social Hour

Have you liked us on Facebook
yet?

Fall Weekend 2015

Auction Events Continue All Year
Long!

Second Baptist Lunch
MidAmerica Regional Assembly of

the Unitarian Universalist
Association

Upcoming UCE Events

Click each event for more information.

Friday, Feb. 27, 7pm
Dances of Universal Peace

Saturday, Feb 28, 2:00pm
Intergenerational Book Club

Saturday, Feb. 28, 6:30pm
UCE's Got Talent!

Sunday, March 1
Pledge Drive Kickoff

Sundays, March 1, 1pm and March
15 and 29, 12:30pm

Hospitality Team
Orientation/Training

Tuesday, March 3, 10am
Common Threads

Tuesdays, March 3-17, 7pm
Learning_about Religion from
Secularists

Wednesday, March 4 and
Wednesday, April 8
Soup Kitchen

Friday, March 6, 7pm
Women in Transition

Friday, March 6, 7:30pm
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to learn more, please contact Eileen Wiviott or your
team leader.
UCE's Got Talent!
Saturday, February 28, 6:30 - 8:30pm
Bluegrass! Celtic! Ragtime! Classical! Hip Hop!

Singing! Dancing! Bagpipes! Piano! Brass! Strings!
Dramatic readings! Juggling!!!

Performances by some of our talented children, youth,
and adults!

This fun multigenerational event is sponsored by our
Journeys students and mentors as a fundraiser for
their Boston trip. Help them get to Boston (and back)!

Tickets are available at the door at the special rate of
$10 for adults (age 12 and up); $5 for children (age 5-
11); maximum $25 for families.

From the Executive Operations Director

All of us continue to learn day by day gm
what we can do to protect our
environment and conserve water
Here are a few ways we do this at
UCE. We use eco-friendly cleaning
products and hand soap, recycled
hand towels, and vinegar to remove
salt from floors. We will save trees
and maintenance time as we move
toward installation of hand dryers in
bathrooms. Lobby toilets have been
converted from 3 gallon flush to a 1.6 gallon flush
resulting in water conservation and sewer cost
savings. Our plan is to convert toilets throughout the
building over the next few years. Our two rain
gardens accept 100% of the sanctuary roof rainwater,
diverting it from the sewer system.

Sandra Robinson

As part of the Green Sanctuary movement and our
certification, we began recycling several years ago,
which we continue to do throughout the building.
Composting began three years ago and has resulted
in reduction of 90 yards of garbage each week.
Compostable cold and hot cups, plates, bowls,
flatware and other items are used on Sundays and at
other UCE meetings and events. Look for new
signage near the garbage/recycle/compost station that
will better educate each of us on proper disposal of
waste items. Composting household waste is now
available to congregants through UCE, which further

Community Involvement

Bridge at UCE

Saturday, March 7, 7pm
UU Wanna Dance

Sunday, March 8, 3pm
LURE Neighborhood Group

Friday, March 20, 7:30pm
Bridge at UCE

Saturday, March 21, 4:30pm
Families with Young Children
Potluck, Project and Play

Tuesdays, March 24-April 14, 7pm
Living in the Present, Planning for
the Future

Tuesday, March 24, 7pm
Common Threads

Wednesday, March 25, 7pm
Sing Thing

Friday, April 10, 6:30pm
Passover Seder

Sunday, April 19, 12:30pm
Intro to UU

Saturday, April 25, 9am
Orientation Towards Membership

Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2
UCE Annual Rummage Sale

July 5-11
MMUSA

October 1-4
Fall Weekend

Click each event for more information.

Saturday, Feb. 28. 9:00am
Workshop - Organizing for Change:
Addressing Classism In Your Faith
Community

A Request from Good News
Partners

Evanston's Emergency Overnight
Shelter

Connections for the Homeless
Take-Action Lunch Club
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reduces waste disposal in landfills. Click here to read
more.

From the Board of Trustees
Submitted by: Tom Ticknor

Who Do We Want to Be in the
World? Acting for Social Justice

The UCE Inequality Task Force

As a Board of Trustees member, |
am especially pleased with the
growing UCE social and economic
justice activities and the proposal to
donate all of next year's loose plate
to social causes. We are acting to be the change that
we want to see in the world.

Tom Ticknor

In this context, | want to draw your attention to UCE's
strong role in the new UU focus on rising income
inequality, which promises to be one the most
important issues in the 2016 election. Our church is
one of the process sponsors of the national UUA
Rising Inequality study/action process and we proudly
hosted the national UU conference Escalating
Inequality or Opportunity for All this past weekend.

So far, this effort has brought the following trends,
consequences and possible economic justice actions
to light. Click here to read more.

News from the Endowment Committee

Submitted by: Karen Courtright

| have a secret to share. | found an easy way to help
"Keep UCE" by regularly contributing to the
Endowment Fund.

Many years ago, the Endowment Committee planted
the idea that members could commemorate birthdays
and other special occasions by making a contribution
to the Endowment Fund - a one-time gift of any size,
perhaps done once or several times a year. This
sounded like a great idea to me because making a
large donation to the Endowment wasn't in our budget.
And, having been an Endowment Trustee, | was
dedicated to helping grow the Endowment as a way of
strengthening the financial foundation of our church.
So | started sending a check to the Endowment Fund
four times a year, on each of our family members'
birthdays. Click here to read more.

Common Threads

Evanston School Circle Volunteer
Opportunity

UU Wanna Dance
Saturday Night Dance

March 7 at 7pm in Room 3

Merengue lesson at 7pm then
dancing til 10pm. BYOB. Snacks
provided. Donations to UCE
welcome.

UCE Coffee House
Spring Event

=

 J
March 14 at 7pm

Featuring Paula Walowitz and
Jean Durkin

Join us for music, poetry, story-
telling, refreshments, and great
company. Free will offering taken.
Invite your friends, neighbors and
family members!

UCE Coffee House is looking for
folks who would like to be behind
the microphone and share their
talents of singing, story telling, and
poetry. Here is your opportunity to
step into the spotlight before an
appreciative audience. Contact
Alicia Hempling with your ideas.
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March 3, 10am and March 24, 7pm

Common Threads, the UCE knitting and crocheting
group, meets on the first Tuesday of the month at
10am, and the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7pm.
every month, usually in Room 2.

We make hats and blankets for babies, and scarves
and shawls for people who we think would like a hand-
knitted or crocheted care shawl. Sometimes, we also
work on our own projects.

We have a huge stash of donated yarn, needles, and
directions, as well as people who can help you
improve your knitting and crocheting skills. Our next
meeting dates are March 3 at 10am and March 24 at
7pm. Contact Joan Horberg with any questions.

Bridge at UCE
Fridays, March 6 and 20, 7:30pm

Calling all bridge players, old or new, rusty or active.
Come and play bridge at UCE on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays of every month. This month the games will be
on March 6 and 20. We start around 7:30 p.m. or as
soon as 4 players arrive. No partner? That's no
problem. We guarantee partners.

Our Giving House will be collecting
canned goods in March for the
Canned Goods Gunt on Easter
= Sunday. All donated cans will be

matched by the mid-day covenant
group and given to the Hillside food pantry.

Families with Young Children Potluck,

Project and Play
Saturday March 21, 4:30pm

Join us for a simple and easy service project that even
young children can participate in. Then, we'll share a
potluck meal of family favorites and play some games.
If you plan to attend please contact Eileen Wiviott so
we can arrange the service project.

Wednesday Night Soup Kitchens

This spring we host soup kitchens when our neighbor
Beth Emet is celebrating holidays. We welcome about
100 people for dinner, a sack lunch and our best
hospitality. ~Sign-ups  at http://ucevanston.org/
volunteer-opportunities/

Our Giving House

Hunting for Canned Goods!

Easter fun for children

On Easter Sunday, April 5, children
from pre-K through sixth grade are
invited to participate in a "canned
goods hunt" at 10:15 am (between
the 9:00 and 11:00 religious
education sessions). Children will
hunt for the hidden cans and then
trade in the cans they find for a
small bag of toys and treats. Our
senior high youth will organize the
event and assist children in the
cooperative "hunt," and the canned
goods will be donated to the
Hillside Food Pantry.

Passover Seder

Friday, April 10, 6:30-8:30pm

Join us for a Passover Dinner! We
will recount the Passover story of
freedom out of slavery and share
traditional foods.

Rotisserie chicken, matzoh,
charoset and Seder plate items will
be provided. Cost is $5 for adults
and $3 for children ($15 max for
families) to cover expenses. RSVP
and pay in advance. Please plan to
help set up or clean up.

Please bring a side dish or dessert
to share. In keeping with Passover
dietary laws, please do not include:
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On April 8, we are hosting while Beth Emet
celebrates Passover. We need you for setting up and
making lunches, serving, clean-up, and to bring and
cook food. Please sign up online now or at the tables
in the Sanctuary during March.

Questions? Please contact Janet Hartmann.

Upcoming Membership Classes

Intro to Unitarian Universalism - Sunday, April 19;
12:30 - 2pm. We'll look at our history, our principles,
the sources of our faith, and the meaning of covenant.
This is the first step in the membership process.

Orientation Toward Membership - Saturday, April
25; 9 am - noon. Led by Rev. Connie and
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott. An interactive
morning exploring our spiritual journeys, the diversity
of our beliefs, and what it means to be a member of
this congregation. This is the second step in the
membership process.

Sign up at the Guest & Member Table in the lobby of
email Eileen Wiviott.

Bagels and Fruit for Social Hour

Please consider bringing our
social hour refreshments. There
are several open dates including
. and March 15 and 29. This is a
great service project for a
covenant group or other small
group. Sign up at the bagel
table, on our website, or
contact Eileen Wiviott for more
details. You can be reimbursed for all or part of your
purchases. Thanks!

Have you liked us on Facebook yet?

Like us on Facebook! Also, did you know there is a
Social Action Group for the Unitarian Church of
Evanston? Search Unitarian Church of Evanston
(UCE) Social Action and ask to join. It's one way for
members and friends to connect and share their
values and commitments.

Fall Weekend 2015 - Save the Date!

We will be going to the Siena Center in Racine
Wisconsin for the 2015 Fall Weekend from Thursday,
October 1 (for those who wish to come early and

pork, shellfish, dairy products, or
leavening (no yeast or
baking soda/powder). Matzoh ball
soup, vegetable dishes, fruit,
macaroons and salads are all good
ideas. Any questions, contact
Maureen Richnak.

Add your photo to the Photo
Member Directory

Remember that there is a directory
of members that includes photos on
our website. This is a password
protected document. Contact the
office if you don't know the
password. If you would like to add
your photo to the directory, please
send us a jpeg or let us know you'd
like your picture taken on Sunday
morning. See Membership
Director, Eileen Wiviott or
Communications Coordinator, Carli
Magel.

Midwest Unitarian Universalist
Summer Assembly (MUUSA)
July 5-11, Missouri Ozarks

MUUSA is a week of
community, fun, and
relaxation for
families, couples,
and singles of all
ages. There are
special programs for
children and teens,
so parents are free to attend
workshops during the day.

Long time campers Will and Johna
Van Dyke would be more than
happy to talk to you about MUUSA.
To register, go to their
website, muusa.org. Click here for
more information.
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explore on Friday) or Friday, October 2 to Sunday,
October 4. More information to come. Any questions?
Contact Peg Boccard.

Auction Events Continue All Year Long!

You can have some fun and benefit UCE by buying a
ticket to one of these auction items. Call or email Tom
Hempfling to buy a ticket and tell us you're coming.

1. Soup Kitchen casseroles and music by Robb
Geiger this Sunday, March 1 at 5:30pm. Comfort food
praised by all the soup kitchen regulars served with
the addition of an adult beverage to accompany the
meal and the attentive service of your board of
trustees. Robb will be playing ragtime music for us as
we gather. Tickets are $25 per person.

2. Rumba and foxtrot dance lessons on Sunday,
March 1 and March 8 at 2pm. $10 per person per
class.

3. Flambe Fanfare on March 13. Learn to cook
something dramatic with Marty Flint as your guide.

Second Baptist Lunch on Monday, March 2

We still need people to bring fruit salad and a few to
clean up on March 2nd. Click on the link to sign up
or contact Eileen Wiviott with any questions.

MidAmerica Regional Assembly of the

Unitarian Universalist Association

Will be held in Naperville on April 17-19. Early Bird
Registration ends March 16. Visit the website to
register and read about the keynote speakers Rev.
Marlin Lavanhar and Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt.

Ministers' Schedules

Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and by appointment. Monday is sabbath
and Friday devoted to writing. To send a message,
read Rev. Bret's blog, or sign up for a weekly
meditations, visit www.liberalfaith.org.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the
day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often
has evening meetings on those days. She takes
Mondays off and works at home on Fridays. Please
email or call Connie for an appointment. Contact
cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

Bundled
Blessings /g
A Diaper Pantry J

W AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

If you have unused diapers your

child has outgrown or if you can
purchase new diapers, please
donate to the Bundled Blessings
Program, sponsored by First
United Methodist Church. This
program benefits low-income
families in the Evanston area.
Collection bin and informative
pamphlets are located in the
lobby under the coat rack.

YOGA

8am on Sunday Morning

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce
stress, bring relaxation, increase
range of motion, and find balance -
restorative yoga. Enjoy doing yoga
before the service. If you never
have done yoga before, this is your
opportunity. Drop in, wear
comfortable clothing for stretching,
and try it. Yoga is learned by doing.
Community yoga mats provided if
needed.

Contact Doug_Erickson or Jessica
Tomell-Presto with any questions.

Quick Links
ucevanston.org

Calendar
Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons

Joys and Sorrows (protected
documents)

Facebook
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