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Join us for worship!  
Services take place on Sunday morning at 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

 

 March 20, 2015 
 

This Sunday at UCE 

Sunday, March 22 
  

Worship Service - 9 and 11am 
"Our Birthright and Legacy" 

Birth families. Church families. They share traits in 
common: beauty, challenge, messiness, heartache. If 
we're lucky, we get a decent balance of all these 
things. What matters is what we make of what we've 
been given. Rev. Bret Lortie speaking.  
  

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am  
"Growing US Wealth & Income Inequality: Trends, 

Causes, Possible Remedies" 
This session will include a Ted Talk by Joseph 
Stiglitz, two-time Nobel Prize award-winning 
economist, presentation and discussion. Discussion 
Leader: Tom Ticknor  

  
UCE Cancer Club, hosted by Chris Isely 

CONTINUES THIS SUNDAY at 9:30am in room 2 
Join Chris Isely this Sunday morning at 9:30am in 
room 2 at UCE. This is a new start time. We will have 
the room until 10:45am. Our brief meeting last 
Sunday was very meaningful to all who attended. 
Let's expand the circle. We welcome cancer 
survivors, members in treatment now, members 
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enrolled in Hospice, and their significant others 
travelling the same path with them. We will discuss 
"anything and everything" that is on our minds: our 
experiences, our expectations, our fears, and our 
hopes. What is said in the room stays in the 
room. Questions or comments? Feel free to contact 
Chris directly at: chris.isely@comcast.net. 
  

What Is Fair Trade? - 10:00am in room 12 
Have you ever wondered what makes things labeled 
"Fair Trade" different from other items that look or 
taste almost the same? Come learn about chocolate 
and see what makes fairly traded chocolate so 
different. We will get a chance to sample what we are 
studying so bring your sweet tooth. This is a special 
session for fifth-sixth graders, 7th-8th graders, and 
high schoolers, co-led by sixth grader Karalee Wiviott, 
11th grader Kara Holder, and other Fair Trade Cart 
volunteers.  Come and join us, learn about fair trade 
ideas and how they make a difference. 
  

"We Can Work It Out:  Constructive Conflict as 
Part of Healthy Engagement" - 10:45am 

Click here for more information.  
    

Mentor Post - 12:30pm in Room 3 
Are you a mentor in the community? Have you 
thought about becoming one? Do you have questions 
or concerns about mentoring? Are you wondering if 
you have one it takes to be a mentor? Come to the 
Mentor Post meeting where we will discuss 
boundaries, where to set them and how to 
communicate them.  We will have some long-time 
mentors, new mentors and some professionals with 
good advice for mentors.   

 

From our Membership Director 

This month, as we have 
considered how we put our values 
into ACTION, I find myself 
hovering between inspired 
anticipation and exhaustion. 
Emails, Facebook posts, and 
newsletter announcements urge 
me to act and compel me to learn 
more about countless urgent 
needs. Between affirming that 
Black Lives Matter, promoting 
Climate Justice, expanding 
awareness of Transgender Rights and Gender 
Fluidity, and renewing the commitment to End 

 

Eileen Wiviott 
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Upcoming UCE Events 

Click each event for more 
information. 
 
Friday, March 20, 7:30pm 
Bridge at UCE 
 
Saturday, March 21, 4:30pm 
Families with Young Children 
Potluck, Project and Play 
 
Tuesday, March 24, 5:15pm 
Recently Retired (But Never 
Retiring!) Women 
 
Tuesdays, March 24-April 14, 7pm 
Living in the Present, Planning for 
the Future 
 
Tuesday, March 24, 7pm 
Common Threads 
 
Wednesday, March 25, 7pm 
Sing Thing 
 
Wednesday, March 25, 7pm 
Kitchen Renovation Meeting 
 
Sunday, March 29, 12:30pm 
Kitchen Renovation Meeting 
 
Sunday, March 29, 12:30pm 
Hospitality Team 
Orientation/Training 
 
Wednesday, April 8 
Soup Kitchen 
 
Friday, April 10, 6:30pm 
Passover Seder 
 
Saturday, April 11, 9am 
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Homelessness, I feel drawn in many directions. It's 
easy to feel overwhelmed by competing demands on 
our time, energy and compassion. But our action 
doesn't have to be a reaction to the never-ending 
demands on our attention. It can come from 
nourished roots that are connected just beneath the 
surface. Click here to read more. 

 

Race Matters  -- An Introduction 

Ferguson --- Black Lives Matter --- White Privilege --- 
I Can't Breathe --- Selma. These are words and 
phrases we have heard a great deal in the last few 
months.   They are hard words, loaded words, words 
that can mean very different things to different 
people.  
  
UUs do not shy away from things that are hard, so a 
group of us (Martha Holman, Joan Retzloff,  Gail 
Smith, and Sarah Vanderwicken) has started planning 
some events, actions, encounters over the next year 
that, hopefully, will help us all get a better grasp on 
what race means in this time and place.  We will 
consider how we, individually and as a congregation, 
can seek "to develop relationships that open us to the 
lives of [others]" (Ends Statement #4), and how justice 
calls us to act.  We cannot presume to know the 
answers, but hope that we can engage honestly with 
each other, within a framework of respect and open 
dialogue, to find positive ways forward. Click here to 
read more. 

 

Inequality Conference at UCE a Success 
By: Jane Bannor 

Reaction to the 
conference on Income 
Inequality, held at the 
church February 20-22, 
was very positive.  Some 
139 UU activists, from 34 
different congregations 
and 14 states, attended 
37 workshops and talks to learn more about the 2014 
UUA Congregational Study Action Item (CSAI) on 
Escalating Inequality.   In a satisfaction survey of 
attendees, scores ranged 4.5 - 4.8 on a 5-point scale. 
  

Leadership Experience 
 
Sunday, April 19, 12:30pm 
Intro to UU 
 
Saturday, April 25, 9am 
Orientation Towards Membership 
 
Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2 
UCE Annual Rummage Sale 
 
Sunday, May 3, 12:30pm 
Town Hall Meeting 
 
Sunday, May 17, 12pm 
Annual Meeting 
 
July 5-11 
MMUSA 
 
October 1-4 
Fall Weekend 

 

Community Involvement 

Click each event for more 
information. 
  
Monday, March 23, 7pm at 
Evanston High School 
"American Injustice: Mercy, 
Humanity, and Making a 
Difference" with Bryan Stevenson  
 
Friday, March 27, 12pm at the 
Evanston Public Library 
Follow up Panel to the "American 
Injustice" event on March 23 
 
April 10 and 11 - Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival and Climate Action 
Conference at Countryside UU 
Church in Palatine  
 
Connections for the Homeless 
Take-Action Lunch Club 
 
Evanston School Circle Volunteer 
Opportunity 

 

Families with Young Children 
Potluck, Project and Play 

  
Saturday March 21, 4:30pm  

  
Join us for a simple and easy 
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Speakers at the 
conference included 
Chuck Collins, author of 
the book '99 to 1', Bill 
Ayers of the Univ. of 
Illinois at Chicago, and 
Rev. David Breeden of 
the First Unitarian 
Society of Minneapolis.  

Those at the conference shared ideas on how to 
lobby their state legislatures and how to support 
workers facing wage theft.  They also discussed the 
possibility of opening a UU credit union and the 
importance of shopping at worker and retail co-ops. 
Click here to read more. 

 

News from the CRT 

Conflict Resolution Workshop Rescheduled  
  

"We Can Work It Out:  Constructive Conflict as 
Part of Healthy Engagement" 

  
The UCE Congregational Relations Team (CRT) is 
pleased to announce that our workshop "We Can 
Work It Out: Constructive Conflict as Part of Healthy 
Engagement,"has been rescheduled for this Sunday, 
March 22nd at 10:45am at UCE.   
  
The workshop is intended to help us keep the 
commitments made in our Covenant of Engagement - 
something that can be easier said than done once 
feelings are hurt, tempers flare or anxiety (including 
anxiety about conflict!) is stirred.  It will be both 
didactic and experiential, including a brief power point 
presentation, small group discussions and role plays.  
It will draw from Marshall Rosenberg's 
Compassionate Communication (also known as 
Nonviolent Communication), the Healthy 
Congregations curriculum, and the work of 
relationships researcher John Gottman.  It will be a 
slightly revised version of the workshop of the same 
title the team has previously presented. 
  
Registration is requested and preferred by contacting 
the church office, but walk-ins are welcome.  For 
more information please contact Carla Leone-Sands.  
Hope to see you there! 

 

Celebrate Earth Day April 19 at UCE! 

service project that even young 
children can participate in. Then, 
we'll share a potluck meal of 
family favorites and play some 
games. If you plan to attend 
please contact Eileen Wiviott so 
we can arrange the service 
project.  

 

Easter Brunch 
  
Homemade breakfast casseroles 
and pastries, baked ham, and 
accompaniments will be provided 
on Easter Sunday, April 5 by our 
Journeys students and mentors 
as a fundraiser for their Boston 
trip. 
  
Help them get to Boston (and 
back) and enjoy a festive brunch 
following the 11:00 service and 
religious education session! 

 

Hunting for Canned Goods! 
  

Easter fun for children 
  

 
  
On Easter Sunday, April 5, 
children from pre-K through sixth 
grade are invited to participate in 
a "canned goods hunt" at 10:15 
am (between the 9:00 and 11:00 
religious education sessions).  
Children will hunt for the hidden 
cans and then trade in the cans 
they find for a small bag of toys 
and treats.  Our senior high youth 
will organize the event and assist 
children in the cooperative "hunt," 
and the canned goods will be 
donated to the Hillside Food 
Pantry. 
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Join UCE Green Sanctuary this year to celebrate 
Earth Day!  Please join us that Sunday (after a 
delicious lunch) for discussions and workshops 
focused on adaptation and resilience. Click here to 
read more. 
  
1. The Elevate Energy Experience  
  
2. DIVVY it up!  
 
3. Make your own cleaning product!  
 
4. Sort 'Em Station  
  
Click here for more details. 
  
Please contact either Michael Drennan or Heather 
Brown to volunteer or ask a question! 

 

News from the Community Renewal Society 

UUANI (Unitarian Universalist Advocacy Network of 
Illinois) invites you to join in petition signing and a trip 
to Springfield on Earth Day in support of legislation 
that would reduce Illinois carbon emissions through 
efficiency, more wind and solar energy, and 
incentives to reduce carbon use.  
  
1)  Collect petitions for the "Clean Energy, Clean 
Jobs" campaign to combat climate change, in 
conjunction with Faith in Place and the UUA's 
Commit2Respond campaign for climate justice. This 
is a campaign to phase out dirty energy through 
carbon pricing and to create jobs by ramping up 
renewable energy and energy efficiency. Look for a 
table at the back of the sanctuary some Sundays until 
April 12. 
  
2) Join hundreds of UUs and others from around the 
state at the Earth Day of Action in Springfield from 
11am to 3 pm on Wednesday, April 22!  Contact Dale 
Griffin for information. 
  
Community Renewal Society will converge in large 
numbers on Springfield on Tuesday, May 12 to lobby 
for restorative justice, reduced barriers to employment 
for former prisoners, and fair and adequate education 
funding.  Please let Dale Griffin know you can come.   

 

Recently Retired (But Never Retiring!) 
Women: Tuesday, March 24, 5:15pm 

Passover Seder 
  

Friday, April 10, 6:30-8:30pm 
  

 
  

Join us for a Passover 
Dinner! We will recount the 
Passover story of freedom out of 
slavery and share traditional 
foods. 
 
Rotisserie chicken, matzoh, 
charoset and Seder plate items 
will be provided. Cost is $5 for 
adults and $3 for children ($15 
max for families) to cover 
expenses. RSVP and pay in 
advance. Please plan to help set 
up or clean up. 
  
Please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. In keeping with 
Passover dietary laws, please do 
not include: pork, shellfish, dairy 
products, or leavening (no yeast 
or baking soda/powder). Matzoh 
ball soup, vegetable dishes, fruit, 
macaroons and salads are 
all good ideas. Any questions, 
contact Maureen Richnak.  

 

Inviting all UCE Leaders and 
Potential Leaders! 

  
Saturday, April 11, 9-11am 

   
Whether you are a new, potential 
or very experienced UCE Leader, 
you will gain important insights at 
our Leadership Experience. Being 
a leader can be exciting and 
frustrating at times. We are 
asking the more experienced 
leaders to share insights and 
lessons learned with everyone 
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After our delicious potluck, please stay for a timely 
discussion: How do we handle issues of sadness/of 
happiness/of concern? What do we do/ where do we 
go/ with whom do we share/ how do we share? (Note 
that the potluck is starting a bit earlier, in order to 
insure everyone's participation in our discussion.) All 
recently retired women are warmly invited to attend. 
For information, please contact Margie Rogasner, 

 

Living in the Present, Planning for the Future 
March 24, 31, April 7 and 14, 7-8:30pm 

Session 1 - March 24:  
Michael Ansenberger, 
Senior Investment 

Executive--Speaking 
on Retirement 
Planning, Wealth 
Management, and The 
Need for a Financial 
Professional 
  

 
 Session 2 - March 31:  Rosalie Murphy, Attorney at 
Law-Speaking on preparing wills and trusts 
  
Session 3 - April 7:  Ellen Barcroft-UCE member and 
recently retired U. of C development officer-Speaking 
on giving to charities, planned giving, and the UCE 
Endowment and Rev. Connie Grant-UCE Lifespan 
Minister-Speaking on planning memorial services 
  
Session 4 - April 14:  Dr. Cathy Deamant-UCE 
Member and Palliative Medicine and Hospice 
Physician-speaking on advance care planning, 
establishing your preferences for healthcare, 
assessing your values and legal considerations    
  
Presented by the Endowment Committee.  
  
Sign up at - http://www.tinyurl.com/uce-life-planning 

 

Kitchen Renovation Planning Meetings 
Wednesday, March 25, 7pm and  

Sunday, March 29, 12:30pm 

We will hold two open meetings to discuss ideas of 
how the kitchen might be renovated. Planning is now 
beginning for various projects that would be a part of 
a capital campaign for the church. There are many 
ideas floating about and kitchen renovation is an 
important aspect of dreaming about our values in 

else. We've chosen 6 of the most 
frustrating aspects to share ideas, 
approaches and solutions. Also, 
come and win a prize for sharing 
your knowledge about the 
Leadership Toolkit. Please RSVP 
here so we can plan.  

 

MidAmerica Regional 
Assembly 

  
The MidAmerica Regional 
Assembly of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association is in 
Naperville this April 17-19.  
  
Visit the website to register and 
read about the keynote speakers 
Rev. Marlin Lavanhar and Rev. 
Rosemary Bray McNatt.  

 

Town Hall Meeting  
Sunday, May 3 - 12:30 p.m. 

 
Annual Meeting  

Sunday, May 17 - 12:00pm 
  
All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.   
  
Agenda topics: 2015-16 budget 
and by-laws changes   

 

It's That Time of the Year, 
Rummage is Near! 

  

 
  
The beginning of May is not far 
away! So, it's time to start culling 
your stuff. Which chairs? Which 
jeans? Which books? Computer 
screens? Making choices can 
really be tough! So--if they're not 
used this past year, bring things 
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action. If the kitchen were improved, what could we 
do? After we have some feedback we will form a 
committee who will draft the initial renovation plan and 
do cost estimates. Please contact Carol Nielsen if you 
have questions. If you are interested, please plan to 
attend one of the meetings. 

 

Hospitality Team Orientation/Training 
Session - March 29, 12:30pm 

Have you heard about the new Sunday morning 
hospitality program? It is an invitation to include all 
church members (children too) in the practice of 
making our congregation radically welcoming. The 
session in March is an opportunity to ask questions, 
get clarity and learn the basics of each Sunday 
morning role. It's not just about greeting and passing 
out hymnals! The team roles also include: offering 
(money) counters, coffee helpers, buying bagels and 
fruit, audio and visual support (for those who have 
experience), clean up, and attending the 
composting/recycling center. There is something for 
everyone. All members of the congregation will be 
invited to join a team and leaders will be contacting 
you soon if they haven't already to explain the 
program and invite you to participate. If you are 
unable to make it on March 29 but would like to learn 
more, please contact Eileen Wiviott or your team 
leader. 

 

Our Giving House 

We will be collecting canned goods 
in March, matched by the mid-day 
covenant group. Canned goods will 
be used in our canned good hunt on 
Easter Sunday and then all donations 

and matching items from this month's sponsors will be 
give to Connections for the Homeless food pantry. 

 

Sing Thing  
Wednesday, March 25, 7pm 

Like to sing in the shower? In the car when you're 
riding to work? How about sharing your voice? And 
you can sing with guitars, harmonicas, drums, or 
whatever other instrument you want to bring! 
  
Folk songs, pop songs, rock 'n' roll - we have lyric 
sheets! Come join a long-time tradition at UCE that 
we're reviving for all ages: The Sing Thing. 

in--shed no tear: To others they're 
Diamonds in the Rough! 
  
Friday, May 1 and Saturday, 
May 2 - Rummage Sale 
  
Sunday, April 26 - Saturday, 
May 2 -  help often and in any 
way! 
  
Sunday, April 26 - Tuesday, 
April 28 - Bring everything in! 
  
Sunday, April 26 - Thursday, 
April 20 - Setup daily through 
evening.  
  
For more information, pelase 
contact Maggie Wilson or Nancy 
Lee. 

 

Ricky Byrdsong Race Against 
Hate - Sunday, June 21 

  

 
  
The Ricky Byrdsong Race 
Against Hate is coming up in 
June. UCE plays a role every 
year and this is the 16th annual 
race!  Register for the race and 
select the UCE team during 
registration.  The race is on 
Father's Day in the morning - 
bring your dads!  Have fun!  Walk 
or run the 5k, run the 10k, or (2-
13) run the mile. 
  
Our goal is to have at least 75 
people on our team - members 
and friends and family and book 
club members and grandparents 
and babies and your bowling 
buddies! 
  
Stand on the side of love - again 
and again - together! 
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Once a month, on the last Wednesday beginning at 
7pm, in room 3. Our next Sing Thing will be on March 
25. Bring a snack or something to drink to share! 
Questions? Contact Brian Nielsen. 

 

Composting at UCE 

At the south end of the parking lot, there are two 
green totes for compost. If you would like to 
participate in this composting program for church 
members and friends, please remember to contribute. 
We are asking for $5 per person, per month to be 
paid to UCE by check (put "composting" in the 
memo), through automatic payments ($30 minimum), 
or by putting cash in a giving envelope marked 
"compost" (found at the back of they hymnal). Thank 
you for caring for our planet by diverting waste from 
our landfills. A note to those composting in the bins 
outside - PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR 
COMPOST IN PLASTIC BAGS! It is not compostable 
that way. Stop by the compost station after church if 
you want to purchase an inexpensive kitchen counter 
container. 

 

Upcoming Membership Classes 

Intro to Unitarian Universalism - Sunday, April 19; 
12:30 - 2pm. We'll look at our history, our principles, 
the sources of our faith, and the meaning of covenant. 
This is the first step in the membership process. 
  
Orientation Toward Membership- Saturday, April 
25; 9 am - noon. Led by Rev. Connie and 
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott. An interactive 
morning exploring our spiritual journeys, the diversity 
of our beliefs, and what it means to be a member of 
this congregation. This is the second step in the 
membership process.  
  
Sign up at the Guest & Member Table in the lobby of 
email Eileen Wiviott. 

 

Military Bridgebuilding 

The Military Bridgebuilding Team is pleased to 
announce a new brochure that has been placed in the 
entry.  Thanks to Melanie Kitchner, Margaret Shaklee, 
Rev. Bret and Carli Magel for collaborating to produce 
a fine piece welcoming military members, veterans 
and family. Check it out! 

 

 

  
Midwest Unitarian Universalist 
Summer Assembly (MUUSA) 
July 5-11, Missouri Ozarks 

  
MUUSA is a week 
of community, fun, 
and relaxation for 
families, couples, 
and singles of all 
ages. There are 
special programs for 
children and teens, 
so parents are free to attend 
workshops during the day.    
  
Long time campers Will and 
Johna Van Dyke would be more 
than happy to talk to you about 
MUUSA. To register, go to their 
website, muusa.org. Click here for 
more information.  

 

 
YOGA 

 
 

 
8am on Sunday Morning 

  
Yoga at UCE is designed to 
reduce stress, bring relaxation, 
increase range of motion, and find 
balance - restorative yoga. Enjoy 
doing yoga before the service. If 
you never have done yoga 
before, this is your 
opportunity. Drop in, wear 
comfortable clothing for 
stretching, and try it. Yoga is 
learned by doing. Community 
yoga mats provided if needed. 
  
Contact Doug Erickson or Jessica 
Tomell-Presto with any 
questions.  
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Harms Woods Restoration Project 
Sunday, May 17 at 1pm 

This is a twice yearly fun and productive afternoon in 
the woods with the Evanston Interreligious 
Sustainability Circle, pulling garlic mustard, planting 
native seeds or cutting buckthorn. Meet at 1:00 and 
have a brief religious opening at 1:15 before heading 
off with our forest preserve stewards Jane and John 
Balaban.  The activity is suitable kids 10+, and teens 
to seniors. Wear work clothes and boots if it might be 
wet.  Please contact Dale Griffin  to let us give a count 
for supplies and snacks.  Meet at the parking lot on 
the west side of Harms Road just south of Glenview 
Road.  

 

Ministers' Schedules 
 

Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and by appointment. Monday is sabbath 
and Friday devoted to writing. To send a message, 
read Rev. Bret's blog, or sign up for a weekly 
meditations, visit www.liberalfaith.org. 
  
Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during 
the day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and 
often has evening meetings on those days. She takes 
Mondays off and works at home on Fridays. Please 
email or call Connie for an appointment. Contact 
cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103 
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 
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