
From: UCE [uce@ucevanston.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2015 3:49 PM 
To: cmagel@ucevanston.org 
Subject: Weekly News from UCE 
 

 
 

  

 

Join us for worship!  
Services take place on Sunday morning at 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

Congregational Meeting to vote on "Black Lives Matter" sign  
This Sunday, April 12 at 10:00am - Between the two services! 

  
Childcare provided. Why are we voting on a "Black Lives Matter" sign? 

 

Town Hall Meeting - Sunday, May 3 - 12:30pm 
Annual Meeting - Sunday, May 17 - 12:00pm 

  
All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Agenda topics: 2015-16 budget and bylaws changes 

Click here for the proposed bylaws changes.   
 

 

April 10, 2015 
 

This Sunday at UCE 

Sunday, April 12  
  

Worship Service - 9 and 11am 
"Living Simply" 

Our culture encourages to think that more is always 
better, bigger is always best. Voluntary simplicity, 
perhaps promoted most radically in the "tiny house 
movement," is one counter cultural response to live 
more lightly and even spiritually with less stuff. It can 
also teach us ways to save the planet. Rev. Bret 
Lortie speaking.  
  

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am 
"Index Funds"  
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(scroll down for articles) 

 
This Sunday at UCE 
 
From the Senior Minister 
 
Upcoming Worship Services 
 
Upcoming Crackerbarrel Topics 
 
Religious Education Plans for a 
New Governance Structure 
 
Four Famous UU Women 
 
Living in the Present, Planning for 
the Future 
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As a mathematical truism, all managed funds together 
must underperform the market by the total amount of 
fees and other costs levied. Index funds on average 
will always outperform, as fees and other costs are 
essentially zero. Why have indexed funds taken so 
long to catch on? If index funds market share 
continues to increase, will there be enough analysts 
left to price securities? Discussion leader: Scot 
Campbell, CFA.  

  
Cancer Care Group does NOT meet this Sunday 

Due to our congregational meeting this Sunday, the 
Cancer Care Group will not meet. Our next meeting 
will be Sunday, April 19 at 9:30am in room 2.  
  

Congregational Meeting - Check in at 10:00am 
This Sunday, UCE will hold a congregational meeting 
to decide on this motion: 
  
The Unitarian Church of Evanston will install a banner 
stating "Black Lives Matter" with a small chalice logo 
in the lower right corner, on the east lawn of the 
church for a period of six months; the time may be 
extended by a vote of the Board of Trustees for an 
additional six months, depending on the sign's 
continuing relevance and physical condition. 
  
Child care will be provided. Members must be present 
to vote, and are entitled to vote providing they have 
been members for at least 90 days. 
  
Click here for more information. 
     

Membership Program Fair - 12:00pm  
Learn about the programs and activities of the church 
that nourish our UCE community and enrich the 
experience of membership. Our Caring Program, 
Book Groups, Retreats, Neighborhood Dinners, and 
Covenant Groups are some of the teams on tap. You 
can also learn about our new Hospitality Teams! Join 
us. 
   

Peace and Justice Meeting - 12:30pm 
All are welcome! 

 

From the Senior Minister 

 
Sing Thing 
 
Hospitality Team 
Orientation/Training 
 
Green Sanctuary Events to 
Celebrate Earth Month 
 
Covenant Group Potluck 
 
Upcoming Membership Classes 
 
Apply to be a Delegate 

 

Upcoming UCE Events 

Click each event for more 
information. 
 
Friday, April 10, 6:30pm 
Passover Seder 

 
Saturday, April 11, 9am 
Leadership Experience 

 
Sunday, April 12, 12pm 
Membership Program Fair 

 
Tuesday, April 14, 7pm 
Living in the Present, Planning for 
the Future 

 
Friday, April 17, 7:30pm 
Bridge at UCE 

 
Sunday, April 19, 12:00pm 
Green Sanctuary Events to 
Celebrate Earth Month 

 
Sunday, April 19, 12:30pm 
Intro to UU 

 
Friday, April 24, 12:30pm 
Stand Against Racism 

 
Saturday, April 25, 9am 
Orientation Towards Membership 

 
Saturday, April 25, 6:30pm 
UCE Young Adult Group 

 
Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2 
UCE Annual Rummage Sale 

 
Sunday, May 3, 12:30pm 
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Black Lives Matter: The 
Church Banner Discussion 

  
There has been much 
discussion about why Black 
Lives Matter; one might even 
say it's a "sign of the times." 
As we become aware that a 
disproportionate number of 
African Americans in U.S. society are imprisoned, 
shot, harassed by police, and disenfranchised in 
alarming numbers, we are drawn deeper into the 
conversation by our commitment to stand on the side 
of love and to fight for the rights of all who are 
oppressed by injustice and for who they are. People 
of all races, genders, ethnicities, etc., experience 
oppression, but at this moment in history (and for 
much too long), African Americans are being 
discriminated against more than any other group. This 
racial bias spreads in conscious, unconscious, 
systemic, intentional and unintentional ways. It must 
stop. Click here to read more. 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie 

 

Upcoming Worship Services 

Sunday, April 19, 11:00am 
"Music Sunday"  

There will only be ONE service this day 
UCE choir; soloist, Derek Fawcett; UCE band present 
Music about the earth and all its creatures including a 
16th century madrigal "I Just Want to Celebrate" by 
Rare Earth and "Canticle" from the Missa Gaia. There 
will only be ONE worship service this day. 
  

Sunday, April 26, 9:00 and 11:00am 
"Preaching to Diversity" 

Each year a sermon topic is "auctioned off" in the 
annual fundraiser.  This year, John Tobin asks how 
can any Unitarian Universalist minister can possibly 
touch all the viewpoints and belief systems 
represented in our congregations, not to mention 
various learning styles and proclivities. It's a good 
question! Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 

 

Upcoming Crackerbarrel Topics 

Sunday, April 19, 9:30am 
"What Is Your Conflict Style?" 

We all have ways of dealing with conflicts, sometimes 
effectively and sometimes unsuccessfully.  Do you 
prefer direct action or avoidance?  Or how about 
accommodating or compromising?  And finally, how 

Town Hall Meeting 

 
Sunday, May 17, 12pm 
Annual Meeting 

 
July 5-11 
MMUSA 

 
October 1-4 
Fall Weekend 

 

Community Involvement 

Click each event for more 
information. 
  
April 10 and 11 - Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival and Climate Action 
Conference at Countryside UU 
Church in Palatine  

 
Wednesday, April 15, 4pm at UIC 
Movement for Workers Rights and 
Dignity 

 
Tuesdays, April 21, May 19, 4pm 
Healthy Kids Market Volunteers 
needed at Chute Middle School 

 
Connections for the Homeless 
Take-Action Lunch Club 

 
Evanston School Circle Volunteer 
Opportunity 

 

MUSIC SUNDAY 
  

EARTH DAY 
  

Sunday, April 19 at 11:00am 
  

There will only be ONE service 
this day.  

  
UCE Choir 

Soloist, Derek Fawcett 
UCE Band  

  
present 

  
Music about the earth and all its 

creatures 
  

including 
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about collaborating?  Come hear John LaPlante, 
member of UCE's Congregational Relations Team, 
discuss the pros and cons of each of these 
techniques, and then have you share what works best 
for you and why. Discussion leader: John LaPlante 
  

Sunday, April 26, 9:30am 
"Dividing Ukraine: A Patient Approach to 

Diplomacy" 
In 1954 Russia ceded control over the Crimean 
Peninsula to Ukraine. Sixty years later, its relationship 
with Ukraine was coming undone, so Russia took it 
back.  Post- Cold War disintegration has been the 
broad pattern for the Russian Federation as Eastern 
Bloc states sought stronger economic ties with the 
West and military security within NATO. In this 
session, we'll discuss the strengths and weaknesses 
of a strategy of "biding one's time" and letting self-
determination, rather than direct military confrontation 
determine the outcome. Discussion leader: Larry 
Jordan 
  

Sunday, May 3, 9:30am 
"The Global Climate Crisis"  

Many climate issues are apparent - catastrophic 
drought, loss of polar ice, loss of ocean 
phytoplankton, deforestation, sea level rise,  dead 
zones in the oceans, and the burning of fossil carbon 
continues.  We are witnessing the sixth planetary 
extinction with the loss of 100-200 species per day.  
Will these trends effect the survival of the human 
species?  Is the web of life on earth is running out of 
time?  Can we do anything to halt the problem?  
Discussion leaders: David Thompson and Scot 
Campbell 

 

Religious Education Plans for a New 
Governance Structure 

Submitted by: Susan Comstock  

As part of the UCE's planned move to Policy 
Governance, a new structure for religious education 
governance and leadership has been developed.  
Potential benefits of this structure include increased 
clarity around roles and responsibilities and better 
alignment of roles to members' skills and interests.   
  
The result a new Lifespan Learning Council, parallel 
in structure with the other church councils (Integrated 
Stewardship, Social Action, and Member 
Engagement).  Specifically, the Lifespan Learning 
Council is charged with implementing the Ends of the 
congregation, with emphasis on the Ends statement 

  
a 16th century madrigal  

"I Just Want to Celebrate" by 
Rare Earth 

  
and "Canticle" from the Missa 

Gaia 
 

 
Stand Against Racism 

Friday, April 24 at 12:30  
  

Join us on Ridge Ave. in front of 
UCE to take a Stand with the 
YWCA and millions across 
Evanston and the rest of the 
country. Following the stand and 
pledge, we will meet in room 3 for 
a community conversation on how 
we can continue to stand together 
against racism every day. Join us 
next Monday, April 13 4:00pm to 
6:00pm to make signs and 
posters at the YWCA in room 
207. All ages welcome - materials 
provided. 

 

Our Giving House 

 
Our Giving House is collecting 
TOILETRIES in April: tooth paste, 
tooth brushes, deodorant, bar 
soap, band aids, shampoo & 
conditioner. Donations will be 
matched by the Sine Nomine 
Covenant Group and all will be 
given to Connections for the 
Homeless.  

 

It's That Time of the Year, 



related to lifespan religious education:  In our 
multigenerational religious community... We foster 
intellectual excitement, lifelong learning, truth seeking, 
and respect for our traditions of reason and faith.  
Practically speaking, the LLC will be an umbrella 
organization for a Children/Youth Program Team and 
an Adult Program Team.  It will provide sponsorship 
and engagement for learning programs within UCE, 
and for ensuring we are meeting our congregation's 
lifelong learning goals.  A key aspect of the LLC will 
be linkages to other Councils and teams through a 
Social Action liaison and a Multigenerational Focus 
liaison. 
  
The current Religious Education Board will morph into 
the Children/Youth Program Team and will no longer 
be elected. Members of the current Religious 
Education Board have expressed enthusiasm about 
the new formulations of roles and responsibilities.  We 
all feel the new structure will make more effective use 
of volunteer staff's skills and interests, and that the 
overall structure will help ensure we are meeting the 
goals articulated in our Ends statements. 

 

Four Famous UU Women 
Tuesdays, May 5-26, 7:00pm 

Taught by Jerry Stone 

May 5 - Judith Sargent Murray 
One of America's earliest woman writers, advocate of 
woman's education and equality of the sexes, she 
was wife of John Murray (called the founder of 
Universalism in the US).  
  
May 12 - Julia Ward Howe 
A founder of New England Women Suffrage Assoc., 
of American Women Suffrage Assoc., of Women's 
Journal, of Association for the Advancement of 
Women, and director of General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, she was active in the Radical Club 
and author of the Battle Hymn of the Republic.  
  
May 19 - Olympia Brown 
Graduated Antioch College in 1860 and St. Lawrence 
University's theological school, Universalist minister 
and then women's rights speaker on the frontier, she 
was one of the first women to be ordained.  
  
May 26 - Fannie Barrier Williams 
Chicago civil rights fighter, fought for membership in 
Chicago Woman's Club, she was active in 
establishing African American women's clubs, a 
founder of Provident Hospital and Training School for 

Rummage is Near! 
  

 
  
"So.... Why should I help, at this 
Rummage Sale? 
Any thing that I want, can be sent 
through the mail." 
Well, does Amazon allow you to 
laugh with good friends? 
Find classes, find people on 
whom to depend? 
Will UPS serve you lunch, 
everyday for free? 
Will it give you great deals on 
amazing jewelry? 
These are just some of the things 
that your help will insure! 
Plus--you'll develop Community 
that will surely endure! 
 
Friday, May 1 and Saturday, 
May 2 - Rummage Sale 
  
Sunday, April 26 - Saturday, 
May 2 -  help often and in any 
way! 
  
Sunday, April 26 - Tuesday, 
April 28 - Bring everything in! 
  
Sunday, April 26 - Thursday, 
April 20 - Setup daily through 
evening.  
  
Click here for donation 
instructions. 
 
The rummage sale now has an 
online sign up system. Go to the 
online system - Sign up genius 
will send you an email reminder a 
couple of days before your slot. 
Thanks for using this new and 
easy system! 
 
For more information, please 
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Nurses, and of the Frederick Douglass Center. A 
member of All Souls (Unitarian) Church.      
 
Additional information about these women may be 
found in the Dictionary of UU 
Biography,www.uudb.organd in Dorothy May 
Emerson's Unitarian Universalist Women and Social 
Reform, 1776-1936. 
 
Please sign up on the Religious Education bulletin 
board near the lobby or with the UCE office at 
learning@ucevanston.org or at 847-864-1330.       

 

Living in the Present, Planning for the Future 
Continues April 14, 7-8:30pm 

Session 4 - April 14: Dr. Cathy Deamant-UCE 
Member and Palliative Medicine and Hospice 
Physician-speaking on advance care planning, 
establishing your preferences for healthcare, 
assessing your values and legal considerations.    
  
Sign up at - http://www.tinyurl.com/uce-life-planning 
  
Don't miss this valuable seminar sponsored by 
Endowment.  

 

Sing Thing 
Wednesday, April 29, 7pm  

The Spring Sing Thing will take place on Wednesday, 
April 29, at 7:00 pm at the home of John and Linda 
LaPlante at 2522 W Winnemac Avenue in 
Chicago.  The change in venue is due to the Church 
Rummage Sale set-up precluding any other Church 
functions during that week.  We are located three 
blocks south of Foster and three blocks east of 
California, and on-street parking can be tight so you 
may want to carpool.  Also, if you think you may have 
problems in handling the stairs up to our 2nd floor 
apartment, we now have an elevator at the rear of the 
house.  If you want to come up in the elevator, give us 
a call (773-728-0386) on your cell when you arrive 
and we will come down and bring you upstairs in 
style. 
  
As usual, Brian Nielsen, John LaPlante, Sam Sibley 
and Woody Haynes will provide the music and the 
words, and you are invited to share your voice and 
enthusiasm.    You are also encouraged to bring 
along any acoustic or rhythm instrument you may 
have laying around, as well as any snacks or drinks 

contact Maggie Wilson or Nancy 
Lee. 

 

  
"Jimmie Lee and 

James: Two Lives, Two 
Deaths, and the 
Movement that 

Changed America" 
  

By Evanston Authors Steve Fiffer 
and Adar Cohen 

  
Friday, May 8, 7pm at UCE 

 
 In the early months of 1965, the 
killings of two civil rights activists 
inspired the Selma-to-
Montgomery marches, which 
became the driving force behind 
the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act. Join us for a discussion of 
the book followed by a book 
signing. 

 

MidAmerica Regional 
Assembly 

  
The MidAmerica Regional 
Assembly of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association is in 
Naperville this April 17-19.  
  
Visit the website to register and 
read about the keynote speakers 
Rev. Marlin Lavanhar and Rev. 
Rosemary Bray McNatt.  

 

Ricky Byrdsong Race Against 
Hate - Sunday, June 21 

  

 
  
The Ricky Byrdsong Race 
Against Hate is coming up in 
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you would like to share, or just come to sing and join 
in the happy noise.  Contact John LaPlante with any 
questions. 

 

Another Hospitality Team 
Orientation/Training Session 

Tuesday, May 5, 7-8pm  

Learn about our new program that begins May 31. All 
members are invited to participate in making our 
congregation radically welcoming. If you haven't 
heard from your team leader, let me know. There are 
lots of ways to participate including: greeting, 
ushering, passing our hymnals, counting the offering, 
setting up coffee, buying bagels and fruit, audio and 
visual support (for those who have experience), clean 
up, and attending the composting/recycling center. 
There is something for everyone - including people of 
all ages. Please contact Eileen Wiviott or your team 
leader. 

 

Green Sanctuary events to celebrate Earth 
Month - Sunday, April 19 at noon 

Join us for an organic (mostly) and vegetarian lunch 
sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Team. After 
enjoying the healthy and sustainable meal, join us for 
3 workshops at 12:30 - learn about how to make your 
own green cleaners, Elevate Energy house parties, 
and Divvy bikes in Evanston. 

 

Covenant Group Potluck 
Friday, May 29, 6:30pm at UCE 

This potluck is for those in covenant groups and those 
interested in learning more about covenant groups. 
Join us! 

 

Upcoming Membership Classes 

Intro to Unitarian Universalism - Sunday, April 19; 
12:30 - 2pm. We'll look at our history, our principles, 
the sources of our faith, and the meaning of covenant. 
This is the first step in the membership process. 
  
Orientation Toward Membership- Saturday, April 
25; 9 am - noon. Led by Rev. Connie and 
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott. An interactive 
morning exploring our spiritual journeys, the diversity 
of our beliefs, and what it means to be a member of 
this congregation. This is the second step in the 

June. UCE plays a role every 
year and this is the 16th annual 
race!  Register for the race and 
select the UCE team during 
registration.  The race is on 
Father's Day in the morning - 
bring your dads!  Have fun!  Walk 
or run the 5k, run the 10k, or (2-
13) run the mile. 
  
Our goal is to have at least 75 
people on our team - members 
and friends and family and book 
club members and grandparents 
and babies and your bowling 
buddies! 
  
Stand on the side of love - again 
and again - together! 

 

  
Midwest Unitarian Universalist 
Summer Assembly (MUUSA) 
July 5-11, Missouri Ozarks 

  
MUUSA is a week 
of community, fun, 
and relaxation for 
families, couples, 
and singles of all 
ages. There are 
special programs for 
children and teens, 
so parents are free to attend 
workshops during the day.    
  
Long time campers Will and 
Johna Van Dyke would be more 
than happy to talk to you about 
MUUSA. To register, go to their 
website, muusa.org. Click here for 
more information.  

 

Quick Links 

ucevanston.org 

Calendar  

Upcoming Worship Services 

Listen to Sermons 
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membership process.  
  
Sign up at the Guest & Member Table in the lobby of 
email Eileen Wiviott. 

 

Apply to be a Delegate 

 
 
Apply to be a delegate to Mid-America Regional 
Meeting  (April 17 and 18 in Naperville) and/or UUA 
General Assembly (June 24 -28 in Portland). 
  
Contact Shirley Adams if you want to be considered 
as a UCE delegate to either gathering. 
    
As of March 30, we have 4 members who have 
offered to be delegates for each meeting. We can 
send up to 9 members.  

 

Ministers' Schedules 
 

Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and by appointment. Monday is sabbath 
and Friday devoted to writing. To send a message, 
read Rev. Bret's blog, or sign up for a weekly 
meditations, visit www.liberalfaith.org. 
  
Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during 
the day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and 
often has evening meetings on those days. She takes 
Mondays off and works at home on Fridays. Please 
email or call Connie for an appointment. Contact 
cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103 
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

 

 

  

documents) 

Facebook 

 

  

  

 

| 847-864-1330 | uce@ucevanston.org | http://www.ucevanston.org 
1330 Ridge Ave. 

Evanston, IL 60201 
   

 

 

Forward this email 

 

 

This email was sent to cmagel@ucevanston.org by uce@ucevanston.org |    
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