Published by the Unitarian Church of Evanston

EVANS [N

UNITARIAN NEWS

Join us for worship!

Services take place on Sunday morning at 10:00 am

July 10, 2015

This Sunday at UCE

Sunday, July 12

Worship Service - 10:00am

"The Road Seen, Then Not Seen"
We are a pilgrim people - each on a spiritual journey
that is changing, and changing us as we travel. But
that pilgrimage isn't an abstraction or a solitary pursuit.
How, in the age of #BlackLivesMatter, will the journey
set us to work that is real? Rev. David Schwartz
speaking.

UCE Cancer Care Group Continues
This Sunday, July 12 at 11:15am in Room 2
Please join us this Sunday at 11:15am in comfortable,
private Room 2. Our "regulars" keep coming back to
talk and listen, learn and teach. Most are on familiar
terms with cancer: they have had it, are in treatment
now, or have experienced cancer with a loved one.
This group is both open and confidential. Come with a
caring heart. We keep the stories in the room. 41% of
Americans will have cancer sometime in their lifetime.

Over 60% will experience it through family
connections. Questions, comments, or  topic
suggestions: please email Chris Isely

at chris.isely@comcast.net
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From the Senior Minister

No Reason to Stay Home This
Summer!

Summer in many congregations is
a time of lackluster services while
the ministers are away. This year,
Rev. Connie and | have staggered
our time off so you just won't want
to stay home. We have also invited some exciting
guest speakers who shouldn't be missed. On July 12,
the Rev. David Schwartz of First Unitarian Chicago
will be speaking about change and his experience at
one of the most multi-cultural Unitarian Universalist
congregations in our denomination. Rev. Connie will
be speaking the last two Sundays of July.

Rev. Bret Lortie

While Rev. Connie takes some time off, | will be
leading worship throughout August, joined by special
guest speakers and musicians, including the return of
songwriter Joe Jencks. On August 16th, we will have
our first "Blessing of the Animals" service, where you
are invited to bring your animal companions for a
special service all about them.

See you in church!

Bret

Upcoming Worship Services

Sunday, July 19, 10:00am

"The Practice of Hope"
In trying times, how can we individually and
collectively maintain hope? Rev. Connie Grant
speaking

Sunday, July 26, 10:00am
"How to be Happy"
Happiness can be an elusive goal. How can we find
it? Rev. Connie Grant speaking

From the Waste Up: A Life Without Plastic

Film Showing sponsored by Green Sanctuary
Tonight - Friday, July 10, 6:30pm at UCE

Sponsored by Green Sanctuary, a showing of the
documentary, From the Waste Up: A Life Without
Plastic by Taina Uitto, director and producer, who
explores "the concept of consumerism, convenience,
disposability and going without," as she films her

Click each event for more
information.

Friday, July 10, 6:30pm
Green Sanctuary Film Showing

Saturday, July 11, 7pm
UU Wanna Dance?

Friday, July 17, 7:30pm
Bridge at UCE

Mondays, July 20 and 27, 7pm
"The Case for Reparations"
Discussion"

Monday, July 20, 7:30pm
UCE Writers Group

Thursday, July 31, 6pm
UCE 35-50 Social Group

Tuesday, July 28, 7pm
Common Threads

Thursdays, July 23 and 30, 7pm
Addictions Ministry Group
Exploratory Meetings

Sunday, July 26, 10am and 1:30pm

The Wailin' Mahalias

October 1-4
Fall Weekend

Community Involvement

Click each event for more
information.

Tuesday, July 14, 6:30pm
YWCA Reel Talk Film Series

Sunday, July 26, 2pm at Winnetka
Village Green
Justice Day

Evanston Police Youth Services
Seeking Volunteers

First Tuesdays of the Month
YWCA Let's Talk at Lunch
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experience of living a life without plastic.

We will be showing the film at UCE on Friday, July 10
at 6:30pm, and we will discuss many thought-
provoking questions: In our modern world, do you
think you could live a life without plastic? What are the
plastic items you think you can't do without? Is it
enough just to recycle our plastic waste?

This will also be a potluck, and one for which we ask
that, if possible, you bring food to share in plastic-free
containers (time to break out the glass casserole
dishes!). If you are feeling particularly motivated, try
collecting all of the plastic that you use in one day
sometime between now and July 10 and bring it to
share with the group.

Please RSVP to Heather Brown.

Theft, Black Lives, and Reparations
by Sarah Vanderwicken and Gail Smith

UCE is embarking on a journey over the next year to
explore, essentially, what our new sign means. Black
Lives Matter: from what history and lived experience
do these words spring? Why do these words matter?
How do they connect to our individual and family
lives? Our faith lives? Why is this the time to figure
this out?

To help us start on this journey, we are hosting a two-
week workshop at 7:00pm on Monday July 20 and
July 27, with refreshments and, if interest is sufficient,
a simultaneous children's workshop. We will explore a
provocative and highly informative article by Ta-Nehisi
Coates published in the May 21, 2014 Atlantic Monthly
magazine, titled "The Case for Reparations," which
you can read here. The full article is engaging and
brilliant, but if you don't have time to read the long
version, there is a short summary from Slate at this
link.

Click here to read more.

UU Wanna
Dance

Saturday,
July 11, 7pm

Beginning country western
two-step lesson at 7pm.

Open dancing from 8:00-9:30pm.

This is a casual evening. BYOB
and bring a friend. Snacks
provided by the UU Wanna
Dance team.No fee, but
donations to UCE are always
accepted.

On July 11, we will learn the
basics of the country western two
step. It moves in a circle and the
steps are wonderfully simple
because they consist of four
steps forward, again and again.

Wailin' Mahalias
Sunday, July 26

During the worship service at
10:00am

In concert at 1:30pm
$15 Suggested Admission
Charge

The Wailin' Mahalias can take
your soul by surprise, with their
own tuneful take on folk and
universal gospel. Vocals are
wrapped in rich harmonies,
instruments strike spirited chords.
A joyful fusion of the familiar with
a fresh twist of the unexpected,
all blended beautifully to bring a

mix of high-energy  music,
entertaining mash-ups and
upbeat rhythms.
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"The Case for Reparations”

Mondays, July 20 and 27, 7pm

Monday July 20, 7:00pm at UCE
"The Case for Reparations" Part |

by Ta-Nehisi Coates (The Atlantic, May 2014. Here is
a link to the full article and to a short summary
published in Slate.)

This workshop explores Coates' groundbreaking
article about how we got to where we are regarding
race in this country. Light refreshments. RSVP to
gailtsmith@gmail.com. Kids' activities will also be
available if you sign up for them with name and age by
Monday, July 13 at learning@ucevanston.org.

Monday July 27, 7:00pm at UCE
"The Case for Reparations" Part Il

Focus on what is meant by reparations, HR 40 and
examples of how reparations have been used to
restore  harm. Light refreshments. RSVP to
gailtsmith@gmail.com. Kids' activities will also be
available if you sign up for them with name and age by
Monday July 20 at learning@ucevanston.org.

UCE Writers Group

The second meeting of the UCE Writers Group will be
on July 20 at 7:30pm at UCE. This group is open to
any type of writer - fiction, non-fiction, poet, etc. We
had an excellent first meeting with great ideas and
energy. We will discuss our current projects or
projects we are hoping to start, as well as, explore
ways our creativity can enrich UCE. For more
information, to be added to our Facebook Group, or to
let us know you will be joining us please email Kerry
Heckman.

UCE 35-50 Social Group

Please join us Tuesday, July 21 for a free concert in
Evanston at Mason Park (intersection of Church and
Florence). This event will feature Sidewalk Chalk, a
hip hop/soul/jazz group. 6pm games and fellowship; 7-
8:30pm concert. Singles / Couples / Got Kids / Still
Feel Like a Kid: all are welcome. Questions?
Contact Marybeth Burdelak

Addictions Ministry Group
Exploratory meetings

Yoga

9:00am on Sunday Morning

Yoga at UCE is designed to
reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and
find balance - restorative yoga.
Enjoy doing yoga before the
service. If you never have done
yoga before, this is your
opportunity. Drop in, wear
comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.

Contact Doug Erickson or
Jessica Tomell-Presto with any
questions.

facebook

Check out our UCE Facebook
Page and ask to join the UCE
social action group on
Facebook

Our Giving House
Summer Diaper Drive

Our Giving House will be
collecting diapers all summer
long. Diapers will be donated to
the Bundled Blessings Diaper
Pantry at First United Methodist
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Thursdays, July 23 and 30, 7:00 - 8:30pm

As lay members of UCE, we are exploring the
formation of an Addictions Ministry Group. The idea is
to offer education, resources, and mutual support to
people in the UCE community who are affected by
their own addiction or the addiction of others. We will
draw on resources from varied sources including the
UU Addictions Ministry and will have the support of
our ministerial staff. At our initial meetings we will
assess interest and explore the structure and scope of
the group. If you are interested but cannot attend on
those dates or if you have any questions, contact
Brian Meister 847-869-3026, or Michael Skilton 847-
819-1466.

The UCE Men's Group Retreat
Submitted by: Dave Woods

Twelve of us guys had a fine time at our annual Men's
Retreat Weekend held 6/26 - 6/28/2015, this year at
Woody Haynes' Montague, MI cabin right on Lake
Michigan. Woody's cooking, which he took pride
preparing with the help of the rest of us, was terrific.
After dinner on Friday evening, we had our interesting
Men's Meeting.

On Saturday morning, after Yoga led by Doug
Erickson, we discussed Dick Whitaker & John Tobin's
topic, the various aspects of "Bottom Up vs Top Down
Thinking."

On Sunday morning we did some more Yoga, and did
a traditional UU church thing. Some of us swam &
others played card games during various times over
this very fine weekend.

The next Men's Group meeting at the church will be
Sunday, July 12 at 7pm, hosted by Tony Gronner. Any
interest in joining us at UCE Men's Group, please
send me an email.

Best, Dave Woods

Shared Offering Nominees for Next Year are
Due on July 31

We invite you to submit nominations for our shared
offering recipients for the 2015-16 loose plate.
Charitable 501c(3) organizations with which our
members have a relationship will be chosen by the
Social Action Council from the nominees. Please

Church. This program provides
diapers to low-income families in
Evanston. New as well as
opened packages are accepted.
All sizes needed. Let's fill Our
Giving House for babies in need.

Common Threads

Common Threads, the UCE
knitting group, will meet on July
28 at 7:00pm We make little
hats and blankets for babies and
shawls for people who we think
would like a hand-knitted, care
shawl. We have a huge stash of
donated yarn, needles, and
directions, as well as people who
can help you improve your
knitting skills.

Flowers and Chalice

Do you have a special occasion
that you would like to mark or
someone you'd like to honor?
Consider bringing flowers and
lighting our chalice during the
worship service. You can sign up
on the bulletin board in the lobby,
on our website, or by
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submit a shared offering form to Carol Nielsen or
Doug Erickson by July 31. The form can be found by
contacting Carol Nielsen or Doug Erickson, or on our
website.

At the August meeting, the Social Action Council will
be deciding on the 12 monthly recipients and two
recipients for the fifth Sundays. Suggestions must be
501(c)3 organizations doing work that aligns with our
UU values. We give priority to organizations we have
a direct, institutional relationship with and seek to
balance our giving across the spectrum of social
justice issues.

Monday Lunch at Second Baptist - July 20

Please sign up on our website or on the Social Action
bulletin board in the lobby to help with the meal UCE
provides and serves. Set up starts at 10:45; Food
needs to arrive by 11 a.m.; the meal is served
between 12-1pm; and clean up crew arrives by 12:30
and is usually done by 1:30.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org

Calendar
Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons

Joys and Sorrows (protected documents)

Facebook

contacting Carli _Magel in  the
church office.

Upcoming Membership
Classes

Intro to Unitarian Universalism
- Sunday, September 6; 11:15 -
12:45pm - Led by Rev. Bret, we'll
look at our history, our principles,
the sources of our faith, and the
meaning of covenant. This is the
first step in the membership
process.

Orientation Toward
Membership (A 2-part session)
- Tuesdays, September 8 & 15;
7-8:30pm - Led by Rev. Connie
and Membership Director, Eileen
Wiviott. An interactive class
exploring our spiritual journeys,
the diversity of our beliefs, and
what it means to be a member of
this congregation. This is the
second step in the membership
process.

Sign up at the Guest & Member
Table in the lobby of email Eileen
Wiviott.

Ministers' Schedules

Rev. Bret Lortie is available on
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and by
appointment. Monday is sabbath
and Friday devoted to writing. To
send a message, read Rev.
Bret's blog, or sign up for a
weekly meditations, visit
www.liberalfaith.org.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally
in the office during the day on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, and often has evening
meetings on those days. She
takes Mondays off and works at
home on Fridays. Please email or
call Connie for an appointment.
Contact
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cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847)
864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847)
840-8542 (cell).

| 847-864-1330 | uce@ucevanston.org | http://www.ucevanston.org
1330 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
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