
 
INSIDE 

THIS ISSUE 
 

From the Minister and EOD - 2 
 
Sundays at UCE - 3 
 
Ministerial Search Committee & 
Board News  - 4 
 
News from the Endowment 
Committee, CRT and Peace and 
Justice - 5 
 
Upcoming Events - 6  
 
Membership News - 7, 8, 9 
 
Social Action News  - 10 
               
@UCE: News & Notes  - 11 
 
Minister’s Schedule & “The Last 
Word”  - back cover 

 

April 
2013 

Ministerial Search Committee  
Announces Final Candidate 

 
After conducting a search that involved reams of 
documents, months of interviews, and four full 
weekends of pre-candidating events, the Ministerial 
Search Committee is pleased to announce a final 
candidate for the position of Senior Minister: Rever-
end Bret Lortie. 
 

Reverend Lortie is currently at First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Antonio, 
Texas, where he has served since 2007. Prior to this position he spent most of his 
adult life in the Midwest, primarily in Chicago, and earned a Master of Divinity de-
gree from Meadville Lombard Theological School. 
 
The members of the Ministerial Search Committee were impressed by Rev. Lortie’s 
energy and humor, his spiritual practices grounded in meditation, his management 
and leadership skills, and his experience growing and expanding church member-
ship, attendance, and youth involvement.  
 
Regarding his theological orientation, Rev. Lortie writes, “I believe it is the essence 
of our Unitarian heritage to seek out the connections between belief systems to 
find how they resonate with each other. Honestly, I have yet to find any theology 
that is based in love with which I do not find that resonance. I consider myself a 
religious humanist, and yet I still find deep connections with the Judeo Christian 
texts with which I was raised…. I've learned when we engage with open hearts and 
compassion, there is little among us that is not rich food for learning and growth.” 
 
Rev. Lortie will be here at UCE for Candidating Week from April 21 to April 28. 
See the candidating week article in this newsletter for more information.  
 
For a full bio of Rev. Lortie, please visit http://ucevanston.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/03/Lortie-Bio.pdf 
 
UCE members are also invited to visit the webpage Rev. Lortie created for his min-
isterial search: www.liberalfaith.org.  

Vegetarian Lunch 
Sunday, April 21   

 
On Sunday,  April 21st, UCE will 
have another one of its great 
Vegetarian Lunches.  This one 
will be in honor of our new 
Senior Minister candidate and is 
sponsored by the Ministerial 
Search Committee and the 
Green Sanctuary Committee.   
 
As in the past, our "veggy" lunch 
will be a self-serve collection of 
salad ingredients, breads, hum-
mos, rice, beans, potatoes, and 
desserts, mostly from Whole 
Foods.  And, Vegan Carrot 
Cake!  There'll be cards listing 
the entrees, extra veggies to 
handle the larger crowd, and 
friendly committee members to 
help out.   
 
Bring your appetites, chat with 
our candidate, celebrate earth 
month, and enjoy some great 
food.  See you soon.  
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From Rev. Connie Grant,  
Minister for Congregational Life  . . .  
 
 
 

I am delighted that our Ministerial  
Search Committee has chosen the 
Rev. Bret Lortie as candidate to be our new Senior 
Minister.  I look forward to working with him and to 
returning my attention to Lifespan Religious Educa-
tion as the primary focus of my ministry in the com-
ing year. 
 
Planning for next year’s religious education program-
ming for all ages has already begun. 
 
For children, religious education teacher recruitment, 
a new registration process, and a slight revision in the 
curriculum plan are under way.  For high schoolers, 
programming will likely include “Our Whole Lives” 
sexuality education for 10th-12th graders for the first 
time.  For adults, plans for the fall thus far include a 
Credo-Building class and a program on Martin Buber. 
Among the projects that the Religious Education 
Board is working on:  Exploring ways an anti-bias ap-
proach is and/or can be incorporated into our pro-
gramming for children; planning a program for par-
ents on children and technology; scheduling a multi-
generational program using “TED Talks” videos to 
explore the seven principles. 
 
If you are interested in considering the possibility of 
being part of a teaching team for a children’s religious 
education class or of serving as an advisor for our 
High School Youth Group, please contact me or a 
member of the Religious Education Board.  And if you 
are interested in considering the possibility of leading 
a religious education class, program, or discussion 
group for adults, please contact me or a member of 
the Learning Associates.  We’d be happy to talk with 
you about what is involved.  (A list of members of 
these leadership groups is available at 
www.ucevanston.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/
leadership-brochure-2012-2013-rev3202013.pdf) 
 
It’s an exciting time to be part of the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston. 
 
Looking forward, 
Connie 

 
 

From Sandra Robinson,  
Executive Operations Director . . .  
 
 
 
 
 

The suspense has been building as the energy at  
UCE continues with large attendance on 
Sunday, classes during the week, programs 
and activities. This week we learned of the Ministerial Search 
Committee’s selection of Rev. Bret Lortie. I am personally ex-
cited and eager to meet Rev. Lortie during candidating week 
April 21-28 when all of us will have the opportunity to meet him 
and his wife Cindy. As you can see from his bio on the front 
page of this newsletter, Rev. Lortie will bring to us vitality, ex-
perience, vision and a commitment to thrive.  
 
On the homefront, UCE staff, leadership and volunteers con-
tinue to keep the church running smoothly and moving pro-
grams forward during this transitional time. The pledge drive has 
been center stage and a point of focus during this month, begin-
ning with a kick-off dance party, which was intergenerational and 
so much fun for the hundred or so participants. So far, we are 
poised to meet the pledge drive goal if members and friends 
continue to make their pledges as planned. Thank you to Martha 
Holman, Kristin Larsen and the many stewards who are dedi-
cated to this effort. Our tree on the chancel is now filling beau-
tifully with colorful birds. Please refer to the article on the 
pledge drive for more detailed information on the Pledge Drive 
2013. With the arrival of the new minister and plans for our 
future it is more important than ever for our pledge drive base 
to expand and support our current financial needs, as well as 
our hopes and dreams for the future.  
 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the return con-
cert of Junior Mance. On Saturday, November 2, 2013 Junior 
and his Trio return to UCE for his birthday celebration concert 
in our sanctuary. Many of you attended in January 2013 and 
were excited and surprised by the beauty of his talent and the 
outstanding performance of Junior and his group. This is your 
opportunity to join others for a night of musical enjoyment. 
Meanwhile, plans are being put into place for a late spring music 
fundraiser. More details on a spring concert will follow. 

It is satisfying to relay to you all that is good, and all that we can 
look forward to. It is also my responsibility to keep you up-to-
date on the work of staff and the challenges we face. Our build-
ing and its care are utmost on my mind. The wing is aging and 
will require attention in the months and years ahead. The wing 
roof and skylights, as well as the HVAC will require replacement 
in the next two years or so. Funding is set aside in our Building 
Fund for these two projects, thanks to the Capital Campaign. 
There are other areas which need upgrades such as drapery in 
the office, Room 2 and 3, floor tiles in classroom 3, lobby and 
wing corridor. Lighting upgrades, tree maintenance and general 
projects will require funding. Please keep this in mind as you 
support UCE through your pledges. Programs, Social Action, 
Ministry and other financial needs are essential and encouraged. 
We must also remember the bricks and mortar – our beautiful 
architecturally significant building and its care. Thank you. 

 

Sandra Robinson 

Rev. Connie Grant 
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Sunday, April 7 -  
The Interdependent Web of 
Creative Transformation 
In honor of Earth Month, we’ll ex-
plore ideas about “the interdepend-
ent web of all existence of which 
we are a part” through the lens of 
process theology.   Process theol-
ogy “sees the universe as creative, 
interrelational, dynamic, and open 
to the future.”  Rev. Connie Grant 
and Eileen Wiviott speaking. 
 
Sunday, April 14 - Music Sunday 
UCE’s Music Program presents Mu-
sic Sunday, featuring Antonio 
Vivaldi’s “Credo” for chorus and 
orchestra. Chicago’s finest baroque 
instrumentalists will join the UCE 
Choir. Don’t miss this rare musical 
event! 
 
Sunday, April 21 -   
A Writer's Life 
From the ceilings of their churches, 
Danish Lutherans have long hung 
ships to remind themselves of the 
safe passage they had from the old 
world to the new — and to have 
always in view the image of the 
church as a ship. The church isn't 
about staying in port, where it's 
safe, but about taking to the open 
sea — a place of risk, challenge, and 
exploration. As a storyteller, I'm 
aware of the power in how we 
share our stories and what we 
choose to celebrate as a commu-
nity. The Unitarian Church of 
Evanston has a rich story of justice 
outreach and beloved community. 
How shall we begin writing our 
chapter of the story? Rev. Bret Lor-
tie, Senior Minister Candidate, 
speaking.  
 

Sunday, April 28 -  
The Future of our Faith 
There is much conversation these 
days about the future of both Uni-
tarian Universalism and liberal relig-
ion in America. There are many 
questions, too: How do we address 
the fastest growing demographics in 
American spiritual life, the "nones" 
and the "spiritual but not religious"? 
How do we honor our Unitarian 
and Universalist traditions of rea-
son and reverence and continue 
growing into a more bold and rele-
vant expression of Unitarian Uni-
versalism? An answer lies not as 
much in what we choose to reject, 
but in what we claim as ours.  Rev. 
Bret Lortie, Senior Minister Candi-
date, speaking. Following the ser-
vice, there will be a congregational 
meeting to vote on the question 
whether to call the Rev. Bret Lortie 
as Senior Minister. 

 
Sunday, April 7 - 
Everyone’s Issue 
Domestic violence, sadly, crosses 
all demographic lines: age, socio-
economic, gender, race, and relig-
ion. We will explore the human 
costs from domestic violence and 
opportunities for Unitarian Univer-
salists to help change the ways soci-
ety treats domestic violence. Dis-
cussion leader: Brian Meister, with 
guest speaker from the YWCA 
 
Sunday, April 14 - What Does 
The Gettysburg Address Mean?  
Garry Wills, in his book, Lincoln at 
Gettysburg, explores this iconic fu-
neral oration, ranking with that of 
Pericles as perhaps the greatest of 
all time. Discussion leader: Alex 
Sproul 
 

Sunday, April 21 -  
A Conversation 
We'll have a brief conversation 
with our senior minister candidate 
before the Sunday service. Discus-
sion leaders: Ministerial Search 
Committee members 
 
Sunday, April 28 -  
Faith in Science 
As religion wanes in much of the 
world, science has become a substi-
tute lens for many in attempting to 
understand the world. In his book, 
Psychology of Taboo, Steven Pinker 
lists a number scientific hypotheses 
that are often studied only in a very 
tendentious manner owing to their 
perceived moral overlay. We will 
discuss when it makes sense for the 
layperson to accept the claims of 
science, when they might justifiably 
remain skeptical, and whether 
there is a reliable heuristic for mak-
ing that decision. Discussion leader: 
Scot Campbell 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICE   
10:30 am  

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 

GROUP   

YOGA ON  
SUNDAYS 

 
Join us before the Sunday morning 
worship service for hatha yoga, 9:15 
– 10:15am.  Yoga traditions bring 
awareness to your health: breathing 
in vitality, letting go of tension and 
tightness. Yoga at UCE is designed 
to reduce stress, bring relaxation, 
increase range of motion, and find 
balance – restorative yoga.  
 
If you never have done yoga before 
this is your opportunity. Drop in, 
wear comfortable clothing for 
stretching, and try it. Yoga is 
learned by doing. Community yoga 
mats provided if needed.  For more 
information, contact Doug Erickson, 
thinkactlove@gmail.com or Jessica 
Tomell-Presto,  
prestomgk@comcast.net 



 
Candidating Week, from Sunday, 
April 21 to Sunday, April 28, is the 
climax of the ministerial search proc-
ess. The purpose of the week is to 
give members of our congregation an 
opportunity to get to know our final 
candidate for the position of UCE 
senior minister, the Reverend Bret 
Lortie.  
 
During Candidating week you will 
have the opportunity to hear Rev. 
Lortie preach (on those two Sun-
days) and to get to know Rev. Lortie 
in a series of informal social events.  
 
At the end of the week the congre-
gation will vote on a motion by the 
search committee to “call” the minis-
ter. In this context, “call” means that 
the congregation is not only hiring 
the minister but entering into a cove-
nantal relationship with him. The 
vote will take place in a congrega-
tional meeting that will include time 
for discussion and questions. Rev. 
Lortie will not be present at the 
meeting.  
 
The vote will be by secret, written 
ballot. The result will be announced 
at the meeting, as soon as the votes 
can be counted. We are anticipating 
a smooth process and a successful 
call. We look forward to celebrating 
the conclusion of the search with all 
of you, as well as with our new sen-
ior minister. 
 
From the Ministerial Search  
Committee: 
Michael Anderson 
Irv Badr 
Ellie Feddersen 
Ann Gadzikowski 
John Tobin 
Annette Wallace 
Dick Whitaker 

A big heartfelt thank you is in order 
to all the members of the Ministerial 
Search Committee for their success-
ful identification of Rev. Bret Lortie 
as our candidate for Senior Minister. 
The Committee did a fantastic job 
keeping us well informed throughout 
the search process and we look for-
ward to meeting both Bret and 
Cindy during their visit to UCE dur-
ing Candidating Week, April 21-28. 
As mentioned during the March 24th 
Sunday Service, please keep your 
calendars open for that week and 
watch for announcements identifying 
different meeting times when you 
can meet Bret and Cindy. Bret will 
be speaking from the pulpit on both 
Sundays, April 21st and 28th. Finally, 
be sure to join us at the Special Con-
gregational Meeting after the April 
28th service during which the vote to 
call Rev. Lortie will be taken. 
 

I also want to take the opportunity 
to thank Rachelle Brooks for her 
services and support of UCE as a 
member of the Board of Trustees as 
she regrettably needs to step down 
early. At the March Board Meeting, 
we voted to approve the appoint-
ment of Tom Ticknor as a Board 
Member through June 30, 2013. Wel-
come, Tom and thank you for ac-
cepting our request! 
 

Please let me know if you are inter-
ested in joining me and others at this 
year’s General Assembly, June 19-23 
in Louisville, KY. GA is our Associa-
tion’s annual meeting where partici-
pants can worship together, witness, 
learn, connect and make policy for 
the UUA. It’s an energizing experi-
ence to see all the interesting things 
UUs are involved with across the 
country. 
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News from the  
Ministerial Search  

Committee: 
Candidating Week  

 
 

From the BOARD  
of TRUSTEES 

by Mike Takada, President 

Marriage Equality Phone Bank -  
A Success! 

 
Thank you, everyone, who came 
out on Monday, March 18th for the 
phone bank at UCE.  It was a huge 
success.  Even with the short notice 
on a dreary Monday evening, there 
were 15 volunteers who made 793 
calls to constituents in the NW sub-
urbs.  We had 55 positive conversa-
tions, 15 of whom committed to 
calling Rep David Harris to ask him 
to support the Marriage Equality 
bill.  And waiting for him this morn-
ing, were 31 voicemail messages, 
from his voters, asking him to sup-
port this landmark bill.   
 
The Rainbow Alliance is so grateful 
to each of you for creating a com-
munity at UCE where gay families 
are supported and nurtured.  Very 
soon, with the passage of this bill, 
perhaps all Illinois families will know 
a world a bit more like the one we 
enjoy at UCE. 
 



 

The entire church community 
wants to celebrate and thank John 
Poust, Gerald and Irene Adler, 
newest members of the Nellie 
Brough Society which is com-
posed of members who value our 
church so much they include the 
church in their estate plans! The 
endowment continues to grow 
from direct gifts to the endow-
ment fund and the inclusion of the 
church in  estate plans. 
 
Additional thanks to Mike Takada 
for his contribution in memory of 
Bart Bradfield’s mother, Susan 
Juhl.  
 
These contributions allow the 
fund to not only grow for the fu-
ture, but allow the committee to 
allocate up to 5% of the total 
monies annually for special board 
requests. Our Endowment  
funded the  plan to enhance mem-
bership with our beloved Eileen 
Wiviott’s position! How about the 
cool software that makes the Ser-
endipity Auction run so smoothly? 
Just another example of your En-
dowment funds meeting current 
needs while it continues to grow 
for our future. Please consider 
making a contribution this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you conflict avoidant?  Con-
flict confident?  Somewhere in be-
tween?  How do you feel about 
conflict in general and about con-
flict at UCE in particular? Conflict 
within a church community can be 
particularly disturbing or uncom-
fortable since we come to church 
seeking many things, but conflict 
isn’t usually one of them! Yet pas-
sionate congregational involve-
ment is bound to lead to some 
conflict at times. 
 

We believe that conflict at UCE 
should be welcomed as a positive 
indication of passion and involve-
ment and seen as an opportunity 
for growth if dealt with carefully 
and thoughtfully.  Our Covenant 
of Engagement is intended to help 
us do so, as is the CRT.    
 

I agreed to help plan the CRT  
(and ultimately, to chair it) in part 
because I hate the idea of anyone 
not getting as much out of UCE as 
they could – or not being as com-
fortable and happy here as they 
could be – because of conflict 
turned destructive rather than 
constructive.  If conflict here is 
ever detracting from you getting 
everything you could be getting 
here, feel free to contact me or 
any of the other team mem-
bers:  Tammy Besser, Amy Davis, 
John Casey, John La Plante or 
Brian Meister for a confidential 
conversation.  We also “Have 
workshop, will travel!” – meaning 
our workshop “We Can Work it 
Out:  Constructive Conflict as 
Part of Healthy Engagement” is 
available for church groups or in-
dividuals upon request. 

The Peace and Justice Team did 
some planning in March and came 
up with several long term goals on 
which we want to focus.  
 
We will focus on short term 
strategies to reach our goals and 
be prepared for the inevitable 
emergencies that arise in our 
community. Our top goals are to 
reduce racism, poverty and vio-
lence in Evanston and the wider 
world; challenge mass incarcera-
tion of young men of color; and 
continue to support the people of 
Haiti to improve the quality of 
their lives. 
 
Gov. Quinn recently spoke to a 
contingency of citizens from 
Evanston about how safety in our 
community is closely tied to eco-
nomic growth and the availability 
of jobs and how these all directly 
affect families. Work with us to 
build peaceful, just communities. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR  
CONGREGATIONAL  
RELATIONS TEAM  
by Carla Leone-Sands 

NEWS FROM THE  
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

by Pat Ulmer,  
Endowment Trustee 

NEWS FROM  
PEACE AND JUSTICE 

 

by Shirley Adams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 15, 2013 
 

Save the date!  
 

Watch for signups this month! 
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World Wisdom Texts:  
Meditation and Dialogue 

 

The Interfaith Action of Evanston 
Dialogue Committee offers an op-
portunity to learn from each other. 
Beginning Monday, April 15 and con-
tinuing April 22, May 6, 13, and 20, 
the sessions will take place 6:45–
9:00pm, here at UCE. We will be 
using a method that focuses on 
words, emotions, meanings, and ap-
plication, and considers Buddhist, 
Christian, Islamic, Taoist, Hindu, Ba-
ha’i, or other sources. Free of 
charge. Leaders: Martha Turner of 
Evanston Quaker Meeting and Rev. 
Liz Stout, Interfaith Minister. For 
more information or to sign up, e-
mail Liz at eglizard@aol.com.  
 

Spinoza: Heretic and  
Revolutionary Thinker 

 
Tuesdays, April 2, 9, and 16,  

7:00-9:00pm 
 
Baruch Spinoza's writings on religion, 
philosophy, and psychology were 
considered scandalous, and were 
ignored or vilified for centuries. He 
was excommunicated by his congre-
gation in 17th century Amsterdam 
for "abominable heresies" and 
"monstrous deeds." Especially 
through his famous "Deus sive 
Natura," equating God and Nature, 
Spinoza's religious thought has great 
relevance for progressives in our 
time.   “Man, so long as he is a part 
of nature, must follow the laws of 
nature.  That is true religion.  So long 
as he does this, he has his well-
being,” wrote Spinoza. 
 
In this class, we will explore 
Spinoza's revolutionary thought, 
which was among the first to com-
bine the key elements of modern 
liberalism, humanism, and naturalism. 
Led by UCE member Dan Solomon 
and Rev. Dr. Jerome A. Stone, UCE’s 
affiliated Community Minister. 

 

 

Insights into the  
Mahasatipatthana Sutta:  

The Great Discourse on the 
Establishing of Awareness. 

 
Tuesday, April 23, 7:00-9:00pm 
 
The Mahasatipatthana Sutta, part of 
the Pali canon, contains several of 
the Buddha's core teachings found 
throughout various traditions. These 
teachings include the Noble Truths, 
the Factors of Enlightenment, and 
the Understanding of Impermanence. 
As part of the Tipitaka (meaning 
"three baskets" in Pali), it is part of 
the doctrinal foundation of Thera-
vada Buddhism, which has informed 
the tradition of Insight Meditation 
(Vipassana) in the West. The sutta 
also contains some of my personal 
theology as it relates to suffering and 
human nature, which I look forward 
to sharing. Led by the Rev. Bret Lor-
tie, our Senior Minister Candidate. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR ADULTS  
 

UCE’s Got Talent! 
 
 
Experience the talents of UCE 
members and friends on Saturday, 
April 6, 6:30–9pm.  This fun event is 
sponsored by our Journeys students 
and mentors as a fundraiser for 
their Boston trip.  Tickets are $10 
for adults (age 12 and up); $5 for 
children (age 5-11); maximum $25 
for families.  Childcare will be avail-
able for younger children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you sing, dance, play a  
musical instrument, or have 
another talent that you would 
like to bring to the UCE stage?   
 
 
You’ll have an opportunity to show 
off your talent on Saturday, April 6 
at 6:30pm at a Talent Show spon-
sored by our Journeys students and 
mentors as a fundraiser for their 
Boston trip.   
 
Hopeful performers are invited to 
send in applications (including name, 
contact information, your talent, 
and a description and estimated 
length of your performance) to 
William Phillips at  
wilphil33@yahoo.com                                             
by March 31. 
 
 
 
 

 

Mother’s Day  
Child Dedications 

 
On Mother’s Day, May 12, a cere-
mony of dedication of children will 
be included in the service on re-
quest. In this ceremony, children are 
named and blessed, parents dedicate 
themselves to the young lives en-
trusted to them, and the congrega-
tion dedicates itself to be a loving 
community in which all may thrive.   
 
This ceremony is appropriate for 
infants as well children who may be 
new to the congregation or have 
not previously been dedicated. Par-
ents who would like their children 
to be included in this ceremony are 
asked to contact Rev. Connie Grant 
by May 5  at 847-864-1330 ext. 103 
or cgrant@ucevanston.org. 
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Covenant groups are regular gatherings of about 10 people 
who covenant to explore deeper spiritual, religious ideas, and 
what it means to be a human being. This is an excerpt from 
one of the sessions. A fuller version of this and other sessions 
used by our covenant groups can be found on our website, 
ucevanston.org/programs/covenant-groups. 
 

CHALICE AND OPENING WORDS 

 

On The Brink 
All that we have ever loved 
and all that we have ever been 
stands with us on the brink of all that we aspire to create: 
a deeper peace, 
a larger love, 
a more embracing hope, 
a greater generosity of spirit, 
a deeper joy in this life we share. 
- - Leslie Takahashi Morris 

 

READINGS 
 

And the day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud was 
more painful than the risk it took to blossom. 
-Anais Nin 

 

All changes, even the most longed for, have their melancholy, 
for what we leave behind us is a part of ourselves; we must die 
to one life before we can enter into another. 
-Anatole France 
 

QUESTIONS (Please respond to whichever question or 
questions you feel moved to answer.  It is not necessary to 
respond to all of the questions.  You may also respond to any 
of the readings that you find to be particularly meaningful.) 
 
 

1.  What in your life is undergoing transformation these days? 
2.  Tell about an important personal or social transformation 
you have been part of. 
3.  How are current social or global transformations impacting 
your life? 
4.  What transformation would you like to see in the future? 
 

CLOSING WORDS 

 

A Riff 
I came as rain 
a droplet from the sky 
splashing 
returning to sisters and brothers. 
A trickle then a rivulet. 
A cascading stream 
following the course of least resistance. 
 
Pond 
 Rapids 
Lake 
 River 
growing deep and powerful 
placid and powerful 

Everyone will want to know that we had a fantastic Lake 
Geneva Fall Weekend last year and to let you know that 
sign-ups for rooms for this year’s retreat begin June 
1.  You won’t want to miss repeating the wonderful time 
we had last year!  The dates for the Weekend are a bit 
later than last year, due to some conflicts at UCE: Octo-
ber 3 or 4 to October 6.  One bit of good news – all the 
rooms will be on the lakefront, some in Lakefront 8 and 
some in Lakefront 1-7, which are slightly more modern, 
though a bit further from the dining hall.   You can sign 
up by emailing me at the email below after June 1, or I 
will be manning a table virtually every Sunday from June 1 
to the end of September (except for GA weekend). 
  
 

So do put this on your calendar to get together again this 
year!  I look forward to seeing you all! 
 

- Peg Boccard, pegboc@ameritech.net 
 
 

 

An all-congregation campout!!  July 12-14, 2013 Lake Le-
Aqua-Na State Recreation Area, Lena, IL  There’s hiking, 
swimming, and a whole lot more!  We will join Country-
side Unitarian Church (CCUU) from Palatine and enjoy 
campfires and lots of great time together communing 
with nature and each other!   All-church activities include 
a potluck dinner Saturday night AND a beautiful Sunday 
service outdoors – it doesn’t get any better!!  Total cost 
is $46 for the camping.  Please send a check payable to 
Dale Griffin, 2010 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston, 60201 
with completed flyer from church.  Questions?  Call Dale 
Griffin or Liz Goodwin. 

Covenant Groups 

Hold the Dates for the  
Fall Lake Geneva Weekend 

Register now for the UCE/Countryside UU 

Camping Trip 

Central Midwest District Assembly, an annual, re-
gional gathering of Unitarian Universalists is in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin (near Milwaukee) the weekend of April 26-28. 
Rev. Dr. Nicole Kirk, one of our ministers in residence 
this year, will be speaking. You can attend on Saturday and 
still come to service on Sunday to hear our ministerial 
candidate preach and to then vote. For more information 
and to register, visit www.cmwd-uua.org. Register by 
April 10th for a discounted rate. 
 

Registration is also open for General Assembly, the 
annual gathering of our national Unitarian Universalist As-
sociation, which takes place in Louiseville, KY, June 19-23. 
If you’ve never been to GA, think about attending this 
year. Registration is open at uua.org/ga/registration. This is 
about a 6 hour drive from Evanston and home hospitality 
is available, making the trip more affordable. 
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Friday, May 3, 9am-6pm and  
Saturday, May 4, 9am - Noon 

 
DONATIONS 

 

UCE’s annual rummage sale will soon 
be here. This is a great opportunity 
to repurpose those many gently used 
items you know longer need. The 
success of our sale depends on dona-
tions from you. Please take a look at 
the donation instructions and con-
tribute to the success of this annual 
event. You can make the task of set-
ting up the rummage sale much easier 
by sorting through your donations. 
We are very grateful for your contri-
bution, but please throw out things 
that no longer work and clothes that 
are stained and torn. 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

 

The rummage sale also offers us the 
opportunity to work together, get to 
know each other, and make new 
friends. It is fun! UCE’s rummage sale 
is known for being well organized and 
this depends on the many people 
who volunteer. Please set aside some 
time to help with set up, the sale or 
clean up. If you are a cook, we need 
baked goods for the café. You can 
sign up on the UCE web site. Sign up 
sheets will also be available in the 
lobby. The time commitment is up to 
you, just let us know how much you 
can do. 
 
DONATION INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Donations will be accepted on Sun-
day, April 28, after our congregational 
meeting, (approximately 2:00pm) 
Monday - Tuesday, April 29 - 30, 
9:00am – 8:00pm  
 
ALL donations must be in good 
condition and in working order. 
 

Please hang all adult clothes, ex-
cept blue jeans, shorts and lingerie. 
We can give you wire hangers if you 
need them. 
 

We CANNOT accept large appli-
ances, TV’s, computer monitors, 
printers, mattresses, sofa beds, chil-
dren’s car seats, medicine, or live 
plants. 
 

Tax deduction letters will be available 
from the Lobby Director. 
 

Please separate your donations  
and deliver them to the  
appropriate department. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT LOCATIONS  
 

Sanctuary - children's (toys & 
clothes), electronics, furniture,   
hardware & sporting goods,  
housewares 
 

Room 2 - books  
 

Room 3 -  jewelry, treasures  
 

1st Floor Hallway 1st records,  
tapes, videos and DVDs  wall art, 
frames and posters.  
     

Basement adult clothing, accessories,  
shoes, linens, luggage 

   
  

FURNITURE AND LARGE 
ITEM PICK UP 

 

Need help transporting furniture and 
large item donations? Contact Tom 
Hempfling at th45@comcast.net by 
April 15 to request assistance. 
 

On April 27 and 28, UCE will pick up 
furniture and large items from people 
who cannot otherwise get these 
items to UCE. Large items include 
things like bikes and baby strollers.  
 

Space on the truck is limited and we 
cannot pick up boxes or other small 
items.  
 

Our ability to pick up large items de-
pends on whether we have enough 
volunteers to help with this heavy 
lifting. 
 

 

 
In tergenerat iona l 
Book Group will meet 
next on May 8th, from 
6:30 – 8pm to discuss 
the book, Wonder by RJ 
Palacio.  August (Auggie) 

Pullman was born with a facial de-
formity that prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school—until 
now. He's about to start 5th grade 
at Beecher Prep, and if you've ever 
been the new kid then you know 
how hard that can be. A spare, 
warm, uplifting story that will have 
readers laughing one minute and 
wiping away tears the next, Wonder 
is accessible to readers of all levels. 
Contact Eileen Wiviott with ques-
tions. ewiviott@hotmail.com  
 

 
Non Fiction Book 

Group  
 
Should we pay children 
to read books or to get 
good grades? Should we allow cor-
porations to pay for the right to pol-
lute the atmosphere? Is it ethical to 
pay people to test risky new drugs 
or to donate their organs? What 
about hiring mercenaries to fight 
our wars? Auctioning admission to 
elite universities? Selling citizenship 
to immigrants willing to pay?  Come 
join us to discuss these questions 
and more when the Non Fiction 
Book Group reviews the book What 
Money Can't Buy  - Sunday, April 
28th after church. 
 

 
Fiction Book Group  

 
This month, the Fiction 
Book Group will be dis-
cussing The Easter 
House by David Rhodes. 

Please join us on Friday, April 19th 
at 7:30pm.  

UCE Book Groups 
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Joys and Sorrows have been 
redacted for  the privacy of our 
members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or 
by sending items to the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s 
news at ucevanston.org/members section.  
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April 19-21 
 

UCE is joining with Beth Emet, St. 
Nick’s and Second Baptist to put our 
faith to work. Unity Weekend is an 
opportunity for people of all ages 
and abilities to get involved. 
Whether it's repairing the earth or 
helping others in need, Unity Week-
end brings together diverse faith 
communities in our common spirit 
o f car ing .  V is it  unityweek-
endevanston.org for information 
about all 58 projects and to register. 
Brochures and registration are also 
available in the lobby of UCE. In ad-
dition to volunteer opportunities, 
there are several ways to gather as 
an interfaith community throughout 
the weekend: 
 

• Friday, April 19 at Beth 
Emet wine and cheese reception at 
6pm followed by  Erev Shabbat ser-
vices. 

• Saturday, April 20, at Uni-
tarian Church, Welcoming and 
Service Send-Off Ceremony at  
8am, with projects beginning at 
10am. 

• Saturday, St. Nicholas - re-
flection at 3:30pm, followed by 
Mass at 4:30pm, and a light din-
ner at 5:30pm. 

 
Sunday, April 21 at Beth Emet 
Welcoming brunch and Send-Off 
Ceremony at 11:30am. Projects be-
gin at 1:30pm. 

Day of Faith at the Capitol  
April 16th 

 

Community Renewal Society (CRS) is a 
progressive, faith-based organization 
that works to eliminate race and class 
barriers. UCE is an important member 
church.  CRS informs, organizes and 
trains both communities and individuals 
to advocate for social and economic 
justice. One way that happens is with a 
large presence in Springfield on Tuesday, 
April 16th. If you can spend that day in 
Springfield speaking to legislators about 
issues of justice regarding job opportu-
nities for ex-offenders, and reducing gun 
violence, please contact Dale Griffin at 
dalecgriffin@comcast.net. 
 

Harms Woods restoration project 
on Unity Day  

 

Sunday April 21, 2013 with the Evanston 
Interreligious Sustainability Circle.  A 
twice yearly fun and productive after-
noon in the woods.  Choice of finding/
pulling garlic mustard or planting native 
seeds. We meet at 1:00pm and have a 
brief religious opening at 1:15pm before 
heading off into the woods with our 
forest preserve stewards Jane and John 
Balaban.  They have achieved, through 
persistent weekend efforts of volun-
teers, acres of natural savannahs in 
Harms Woods.  The activity is suitable 
kids 10+ to seniors.  Wear work 
clothes and boots if it might be wet.  
Please call Dale Griffin 847-328-7818 or 
email dalecgriffin@comcast.net to let us 
give a count for supplies.  Meet at the 
parking lot on the west side of Harms 
Road just south of Glenview Road.  1-
4pm or less if you need to leave early. 
 

Race Against Hate  
 

The UCE team for the Ricky Byrdsong 
Race Against Hate is called UCE 
Wings. When you register for the race 
(at Race Against Hate 2013) select 
UCE Wings as your team if you're with 
us! Discount registration prices through 
May 15th. The race is on Sunday, June 
16th, in Evanston at 7:30 a.m.   
 

Come walk or run with UCE friends and 
families and still make it to church on 
time! 10k and 5k run; 5k walk; youth 
mile. Games, refreshments, goodie bags, 
entertainment, prizes. Questions? Con-
tact Martha Holman 
(holman.martha@gmail.com) or Shirley 
Adams (shirley@comeoutdancing.com). 

Saturday Morning Baking  
April 20th  

 
One of the volunteer opportunities of 
Unity Weekend is our regularly sched-
uled baking at the Jonquil Hotel. Please 
sign up for this through  
unityweekendevanston.org. Carol Niel-
sen will lead the activity and we will 
have an interfaith group participating. 

Ending the Silence on Climate 
Change 

 

An Earth Month Discussion at UCE, 
7:00pm  -  Friday, April 5, 2013 

 

Remember climate change? The issue 
barely came up during the presidential 
campaigns, and little has been said 
since.  But bringing climate change back 
into our national conversation is as 
much a communications challenge as it 
is a scientific one. Scientist Anthony 
Leiserowitz, director of the Yale Pro-
ject on Climate Change Communica-
tion, joins Bill Moyers to describe his 
efforts to do what even Hurricane 
Sandy couldn’t – galvanize communities 
over one of our  greatest single 
threats.  We'll show this 56 minute 
video in Room #3 and discuss it after-
ward.  Hope you can come.   

Peace and Justice Leadership 
Transitions  

 

By Gini Sayad 
 

Mary Dudek and I have recently re-
tired as co-chairs of the Peace and Jus-
tice Team. We appreciate the collabo-
ration of UCE members through all 
these years. You have made our work 
successful!  
 

Melanie Kitchner is the 3 month in-
terim chair (with 'planning gu-
rus' Kathleen Poole, Sarah Vander-
wicken, Shirley Adams and Linda 
Clark). Thanks to Melanie for taking on 
this responsibility. We look forward to 
our continuing work with the new 
leadership and the dedicated members 
of the Peace and Justice team. Join us 
on the second Sunday in April for a 
Peace and Justice planning and action 
meeting. 

Stand Against Racism  
 

April 26  
 

Sponsored by the YWCA 

 
 

Join us on Ridge Ave between 
Greenwood and Dempster at 12 
noon to take a stand for peace, jus-
tice, freedom and dignity for all. 
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EcoNews 

 

By Joan Retzloff 

 
How are a healthy environment 
and Fair Trade connected? 
 
 

The most obvious connections are 
found in understanding what fair 
trade certification requires. 
 
 

If something is produced using fair 
trade guidelines, it has been pro-
duced using sustainable methods. 
Chocolate, coffee and other foods 
are grown and come to us with-
out harmful agrochemicals and 
GMOs which are strictly prohib-
ited. Instead, methods are used 
that protect the health of the 
farmers and all of us, and that also 
preserve valuable ecosystems for 
future generations.  
 
 

Environmental standards man-
dated for all Fair Trade enter-
prises include protecting water 
resources and natural vegetation, 
and requiring proper management 
of waste, energy and the land. The 
use of natural materials is encour-
aged and we also find many useful 
and artistic recycled products in 
Fair Trade stores. 
 
 

In addition to working to preserve 
our health and our planet, Fair 
Trade also promotes and supports 
the development of small busi-
nesses worldwide and provides a 
means for many people to obtain a 
fair and living wage. Finally, as a 
moral imperative, child labor is 
forbidden and the rights of women 
and the disabled are protected. 
Both the producers and the con-
sumers of fairly traded items 
benefit from these practices that 
support a healthy environment 
and give us interesting and beauti-
ful products to enjoy. It’s a really 

good bargain! 

Schedule Saturday, April 6, 2013, 
for a men’s meeting at UCE. We 
are expecting about 70 men from 
UU Churches all over the Chica-
goland area.   
 
Our program includes the follow-
ing: 
 
8:30am - Arrive for coffee, juice 
and sweet rolls. 
 
9:00am - Presentation 
"Evolutionary Reasons For Male & 
Female Differences" Bill Irons, 
Prof. Emeritus, Anthropology, 
Northwestern Univ. After his talk, 
which should end about 9:45am, 
Brother Bill will be available for 
questions from our men assem-
bled. 
 
10:00am - What do we do for 
Chicagoland area UU men with 
the - "National UUMeN Grant." 
 
11:00am - General discussion - 
"How do we run our UU Men's 
Groups? What's meeting agenda? 
Retreats?"  
 
12:00pm - The Closing Ritual fol-
lowed by lunch on our own. 
 
For planning purposes, we need to 
know how many guys will be in 
attendance. Any questions, please 
email.  
 
 
Best,   
 
Dave Woods  
Member, Men's Group, Unitarian 
Church of Evanston 
dnwoods@ameritech.net 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Minister: Rev.  Ms. Constance L. Grant 

(ext. 103), Minister for  Congregational 

Life Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of Mu-

sic; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra Rob-

inson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Brenda Dunkins, Church 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  

Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2013 

Robb Geiger         rgeiger5@sbcglobal.net 

Bill Hartgering     bhartgering@gmail.com 

Tom Ticknor tticknor@aol.com  

Mike Tracy            mtracy84@comcast.net 

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com 

(Vice-President) 

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com 

(President) 

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
TREASURER 

Marc Rolfes               marcrolfes@aol.com 

 
 

UCE Men’s Group 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 
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MINISTER’S SCHEDULE 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office dur-
ing the day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day, and often has evening meetings on those 
days. She takes Mondays off and works at home 
on Fridays.  Please email or call Connie for an 
appointment.  In an emergency, you can call her 
on her cell phone at any time.   
Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 
ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

 

We only have 

a couple of 

days left until 

the end of our 

fiscal year 

2013-2014 Pledge Drive. 

Have you made your finan-

cial pledge yet to support 

our mission for nurturing a 

world made whole? Thank-

ing and appreciating you 

now and in advance.   

 

- Kristin and Martha 


