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UCE Camping Trip  
 
 

July 25-27  
 

Come one, Come all to 
our annual UCE camping 
trip this summer!  This 
year we're going to beauti-
ful Turkey Run State Park 
in Indiana for some great 
hiking, fun and fellowship! 
Hurry! Time's a tickin-can't 
keep this turkey waiting!  
 
For more information, 
please see the flyer. http://
u c e v a n s t o n . o r g / w p -
content/uploads/2014/03/
UCE-camping-2014.pdf 
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Did you know that in just 30 DAYS,  

YOU will have the chance to 
SHOW US ALL WHAT IT MEANS  

TO RECYCLE!!! 
 

 
Just 30 DAYS to select those rarely-worn clothes! 
Just 30 DAYS to collect those cast-aside toys! 

Just 30 DAYS to box-up your mother's Corning! 
Just 30 DAYS to clean those bed linens! 

Just 30 DAYS to unplug those electronic devices! 
Just 30 DAYS to fix those chair legs! 

Just 30 DAYS to polish those dancing shoes! 
Just 30 DAYS to empty the books from the shelves! 

Just 30 DAYS to find the mates for those hoop earrings! 
Just 30 DAYS to tighten the strings on that tennis racquet! 

 

Bring it all to UCE Sunday, April 27, 2-6pm,  
OR Mon-Tues, April 28-29, 9-8pm, and Wed, April 30, 9-12pm.  

 

VOLUNTEER with LOTS of other people to set-up, organize and arrange all those  
wonderful RECYCLED items! Then, you can buy at the Pre-Sale! 

VOLUNTEER to help RECYCLE those treasures on the days of the SALE,  
Friday, May 2, 9am-6pm, and Saturday, May 3, 9am-12 noon! 

 

For information, and to sign up: Contact the Rummage Sale Chairs 
Maggie Wilson (manddwilson@msn.com) or Nancy Lee (nlee1215@sbcglobal.net) 

There are several ways you can contribute food to the Rummage Sale 

 
 

1. Did you know that we feed 40 to 50 volunteers every day as the rummage sale 'comes alive' before 
the big sale days on May 2 and 3? We can use casseroles, cookies, salad fixings, soups, brownies, chips, 
guacamole, pickles, peanut butter, fruits of all kinds, loaves of bread, homemade bread, crackers, 
cheese, and most any other edible nutritious items. So cook up something yummy or offer us items 
from your pantry and we will cook them up! Email shirley@comeoutdancing.com and let Shirley Adams 
know what you are offering and we will work it into a menu plan.  
 

2. You also can contribute to the Café with items such as: cookies, bars, breakfast and savory breads, 
rice crispy treats, muffins, cupcakes, pies, gluten-free products, savory snacks (pretzels, trail mix, etc.). 
If you don't want to bake, you can contribute money for the bagels and other necessary items. Please 
email Donna Schiller at dlschiller57@comcast.net and let her know what you would like to contribute. 
Happy Baking! 
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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...  
 

Filled with Gratitude 

 

Last weekend I returned to Texas for the first time 
since moving back north. It was for an Austin music 
festival I attend each year with a group of friends. 

While in town I met up with a colleague, and we marveled at what 
a short time has passed since we parted, even though it feels like 
years. Perhaps that is the way of professional ministry, that having 
to make such dramatic breaks makes it feel like one is leaving be-
hind a lifetime. Perhaps that is why we have larger-than-life events 
like installation services to welcome new ministers, for we know 
that while our time together may be measured in years or decades, 
in the life of a church it is still brief. We travel together for a time; 
we are settled only as long as we are needed to serve.  
 

It's not that I didn't feel "settled" before last weekend's installation 
service, but walking away from that event my mind is abuzz with 
affirmation, hope, and gratitude. As I mentioned in the fall, I inten-
tionally waited until we had some time behind us — to see each 
other work, to see one another's humanity, to have had a chance 
to struggle through some issues together. We've done that now 
and we’re ready to savor the moment. 
 

I am so grateful to everyone who helped make the March 15 instal-
lation happen. As I began writing thank you notes, I realized that my 
hand would figuratively fall off if I tried to write the literally dozens 
of notes I wanted to write. Let me take the rest of this column to 
reiterate how much I appreciate everything that you did. 
 

First, there is a group that was inadvertently left out of the pro-
gram: the Endowment Fund. The wondrous installation was made 
possible through a grant from their generosity and your generous 
hearts. For their assistance, thank you. 
 

For your gifts of planning, thoughtfulness, and labor, thank you San-
dra, Connie, Eileen, Bart, Gregory, Carli, Sylvia, Chris, Kathy, 
Lindsey, Liz, Daniel, Ryan, Mike, Troyer, and Nick. 
 

For your gifts of creativity and grace, thank you Carol for the stole. 
I will treasure it for the rest of my career. 
 

For your gifts of song, thank you UCE choir! 
 

For your movement, energy and dance, thank you Alice, Cindy, 
Donna, Eileen, Enzo, Karalee, Rex, William, and Shirley.  
 

For your gifts of planning, forethought and precise execution of the 
reception, thank you Meredith, Kathy, Sandra, Liz, Michael, Ann, 
Judy, Sheila, Sallie, Nancy, Liz, Alma, Margaret, Trink, Margaret, 
Carol, and Chris. 
 

For your crafting such incredible edible delights, thank you Ann, 
Kay, Marty, Shirley, Heike, Libby, Trink, Judy, Barb, Judith, Lorna, 
Janet, Dana, Mary, and Jo. 
 

For your support both before and after the call, thank you former 
Search Committee members Michael, Irv, Ellie, Ann, John, Annette, 
and Dick.  
 

Finally, for your receptivity to both love and challenge, to Board 
Trustees Claudia, Kathy, Michael, Janet, Jane, Tom, Shirley, Brian, 
Sarah, and Jim. 
 

Gratefully, 

 
Bret 

 

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister of  
Lifespan Religious Education ...  
 
  

Worship for All Ages 
 

Have you attended one of our “Worship for All Ages” ser-
vices lately?  The hope and intention behind these services is 
that there will be elements that have the potential to speak 
to everyone who is present.  This does not mean that each 
element will necessarily speak to each person in the same 
way, or even that each element will necessarily speak to each 
person.  Worship for All Ages is neither an “adult service” 
that children sit in on, nor a “children’s service” that adults 
sit in on. 
 
 
One of my colleagues describes Worship for All Ages as a 
“layering of meaningful worship components.”  These ser-
vices provide an opportunity to lift up those things that are 
worthy of our attention (which is a definition of the word 
“worship”) as a community, exploring a topic from a variety 
of perspectives using multiple media.  Some of the things that 
are often incorporated in these services:  short elements 
(often including a short homily or reflection); accessible sto-
ries (not only “children’s” stories, although “children’s” sto-
ries often speak to adults, too); accessible music 
(contemporary as well as classical; singable hymns, rounds, 
chants, etc.); interactive elements (movement, singing, re-
sponsive reading, etc.); readings, music, readers’ theater, or 
prepared reflections offered by people of various ages as ap-
propriate. 
 
 
One of the things that help make “worship for all ages” effec-
tive is when people of all ages show up!  Families with chil-
dren are encouraged to sit near the front of the sanctuary, so 
that children can see what’s going on.  This gives them a 
much better chance of being engaged in the service than if 
they sit in the back.  The occasional fidget or daydream is 
acceptable (which applies to children, too). 
 
 
Upcoming dates for Worship for All Ages services:  April 27 
(music Sunday), May 11 (Mother’s Day), June 1 (religious edu-
cation).  Worshiping together is one of the ways we experi-
ence our multi-generational religious community. 
 
 
 
In faith, 
 

Connie 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie Rev. Connie Grant 



From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...  
 
 

Now that the installation of Rev. Bret Lortie is complete I take a deep breath…for joy and for reflec-
tion on opportunities that lie ahead.  The installation provided a sense of warmth, connection and 
respect for our new Senior Minister topped by a music and dance celebration extraordinaire. Thank 
you Meredith Haydon and Kathy Talmage for an amazing job of gathering volunteers and food for 

the evening and for making it look so lovely. Thank you to Mike Goodwin and team for making the church so clean and 
inviting.  To all of our staff who endured my multiple requests and demands during the two weeks leading up to this 
event.  And, to you Bret for making connections with so many who contributed their words, wisdom and entertainment!  
Please take a look at Bret’s list of thank you comments in his article. 
 
Regional Assembly will be held in four locations during the second week of April. Please check our website for details. 
Delegates are still needed from UCE.  Deadline for registration is March 31. 
 
General Assembly will be held in June.  Our former Intern Rev. David Pyle and I will co-lead an administrator’s program 
at AUUA Professional Days. “Building Trust and Credibility as a Church Administrator: 5 things you should definitely do, and not 
do, to lead with excellence”.  David and I had the pleasure of working together when he was an intern here. We are looking 
forward to presenting this workshop and sharing what we have experienced with others. 
 
For families in the church and those of you with friends or relatives beginning their families, please visit UCE on Saturday 
when Mothers of Multiples (MOMS) are here for their bi-annual resale event. MOMS is a renter at UCE for several years 
running. This event brings in a thousand people in a day.  On April 6 North Shore Choral Society will present a concert 
in celebration of Earth Day with singing, dancing and art. In June we welcome Baker Demonstration School Graduation. 
Regularly, we enjoy North Shore Chamber Orchestra which rehearses and presents concerts each quarter, and Bayit, a 
Jewish after school program which meets four days per week at UCE. We welcome these organizations who rent our 
space as they provide ongoing opportunities for those outside our doors to get to know us. If you know of an organiza-
tion or individual interested in renting at UCE please let me know. Room 3 is available for conferences, the sanctuary for 
fundraisers, weddings and other events. 
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Mike Takada 

Sandra Robinson 

From Mike Takada, Board President ...  
 
The buzz from Rev. Bret’s Installation service on March 15th is still in the air and you don’t have to 
work too hard to sense it – just ask anyone who was there! The program included everything from 
pomp & circumstance, inspirational words, heartfelt stories about Rev. Bret, and even a New Orleans 
2nd Line by Environmental Encroachment with our own Rev. Bret on trombone. A truly amazing eve-
ning of celebration for the whole UCE community! 
 
And the Board of Trustees, along with the Executive Team and staff, keep snapping our fingers and tapping our feet, feed-
ing off our combined energies as we work together toward helping UCE make a difference within our own space as well 
as the larger community around us. One way we are doing this is by exploring concepts of policy governance along with 
tools to provide clarity around working relationships between the board and staff. After several in depth conversations, 
presentations and readings, a decision was reached to participate in a facilitated workshop in early May on what policy 
governance can look like at UCE with a key component of the model being a board that is effectively connected to the 
membership. You’ll be hearing more about the concepts and principles as we become more familiar with them ourselves 
in the coming months. We are excited at the prospect of establishing a healthy framework within which future boards 
and staff can operate most effectively as well as a process by which the UCE community can regularly reflect, articulate 
and act upon our Vision. Stay tuned! 
 
Lastly, the Pledge Drive is rapidly coming to a close. We are cautiously optimistic that the membership’s excitement with 
Bret’s arrival and people’s involvement in church activities will translate into a healthy budgetary increase so meaningful 
programming can expand into the future. Thank you for your timely pledges and your financial support of UCE! 
 
I’ll see you in church. 

Mike Takada 
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“ 

Sunday, April 6 
“Humanity and Humanism” 
What does it mean to be a Hu-
manist?  An account of my 
“conversion” from Metaphorical 
Theism to Humanism.  Rev. Con-
nie Grant speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, April 13 
“What If God Were One of Us?”  
In the hit television show Joan of 
Arcadia, a 17-year old girl begins 
seeing and talking to God. God? 
Or her unconscious mind? Or a 
hallucinatory reaction to Lyme 
disease? Or could Joan have been 
interacting with a process of uni-
versal connection (a "Lure of 
Love" to put it in terms used by 
process theologians) rather than 
an omniscient, omnipresent, and 
omnipotent being? Rev. Bret Lor-
tie speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, April 20 
“Renewed!” 
The story of Easter is not only 
about creation, but of resurrec-
tion, of emergence from darkness, 
of finding a way out of the confu-
sion. The Christian story teaches 
us that we must venture out of 
the tombs of our making and 
search for life and new direction. 
Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, April 27  
*11am - One service only 
“Music Sunday” 
This service, Caliente, will center 
around the themes of warmth, 
fire and passion, and will feature 
music spanning six centuries and 
numerous cultures. 

Diverse groups of instrumentalists 
will join us and feature guest per-
cussionist and virtuoso tabla 
player, Kalyan Pathak.  Mr. Pathak 
received classical training in his 
native India and moved to Chi-
cago in 1991, where he earned a 
degree in Jazz Studies. He went 
on to study African, Afro-Cuban, 
Latin and Middle Eastern genres 
of percussion, and is now one of 
the busiest tabla virtuosos and  
multi-ethnic percussionists in the 
country. 
 
The service will encompass nature 
photography and promises to be 
an inspiring experience for all who 
attend. 
 

Sunday, April 6 
“Electoral Issues to Embrace or 
Avoid” 
We’ll talk about issues relevant to 
upcoming elections at the local, 
state, and congressional levels. 
Discussion leader: Gerry Adler. 
 
 
Sunday, April 13 
“Minimum Wage or Earned In-
come Tax Credit” 
Which is better public policy for 
low wage workers? Discussion 
leader: Larry Jordan. 

 

Sunday, April 20 
“The Many Faces of Christianity” 
Christianity, like all world relig-
ions, begins as a unity and rather 
quickly spawns variants. The big 
spin-offs occurred in the 11th 
century (the Great Schism) and in 
the 16th century (the Protestant 

Reformation), but almost from 
day one the fissuring began. No 
one knows how many Christian 
denominations exist today, but if 
you define “denomination” as a 
Christian entity having a specific 
creedal statement, a seminary
(ies), a headquarters, and official 
publications, there are more than 
200 in the United States and Can-
ada alone, with some dying out 
and others springing to life.  We’ll 
take a look at major groups and 
current trends, including mega-
churches and house churches. 
Discussion leader: Michael Ander-
son, former Episcopal minister. 

 

Sunday, April 27 
“The Changing Fourth Estate” 
We’ll continue our previously 
preempted discussion of new 
journalism practices and media 
outlets, including shield laws, em-
bedded reporting, and dissemina-
tion of credible information. Dis-
cussion leader: Jim Kepler. 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICES    

9 am and 11 am 

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 

GROUP  
9:30 - 10:30 am 

Mother’s Day  
Child Dedications 

 

On Mother’s Day, May 11, a cere-
mony of dedication of children will 
be included in the service on re-
quest.  In this ceremony, children 
are named and blessed, parents 
dedicate themselves to the young 
lives entrusted to them, and the 
congregation dedicates itself to be a 
loving community in which all may 
thrive.  This ceremony is appropri-
ate for infants as well children who 
may be new to the congregation or 
have not previously been dedicated. 
Parents who would like their chil-
dren to be included in this cere-
mony are asked to contact Rev. 
Connie Grant by May 4.   
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Let ‘Em Know or Let it Go? 
 
Conflict and disagreements are a natural 
part of lives and relationships.  How do 
you decide if it’s worth raising an issue 
or if it would be better to let it go?  
There are some guiding questions you 
can ask yourself that may help with this 
decision. 
 
Could you really let this conflict go? In 
the moment, you might be certain that 
you could. But after some time has 
passed, would it still bother you?  Ask 
yourself if not confronting the other 
person or persons might somehow 
cause you damage.    Will it hurt your 
pride to have to admit—even just to 
yourself—that you were wrong? Is this a 
one-time or common pattern of interac-
tion? If it continues to interfere with 
your relationship with the person or the 
group or is an on-going issue you may 
want to bring it up. 
 
Is it your default setting to confront oth-
ers in a conflict? Do you find it easy to 
do?  Or is it your typical pattern to 
avoid conflict? Think about whether fol-
lowing your typical pattern might be 
misleading you in this specific situation-
visualize other ways to handle it. 
 
Imagine yourself ten or twenty years 
from now. Will this conflict be some-
thing that really mattered in the long 
run?  Sometimes we risk a valued rela-
tionship because something seems ur-
gent right now.  Asking questions can 
help us put a conflict into the right per-
spective for ourselves and the relation-
ship, and make the right choice about 
whether to confront. 
 
The CRT is available to help anyone in 
the UCE community think through these 
questions. 

 

 
Stewardship Campaign and Town 

Hall Meeting 
 
The Stewardship campaign will end in 
less than a week.  Currently over 60 
stewards are finishing up calls and visits 
with members and our pledging friends.  
The campaign is progressing well, and 
we hope to have reliable Stewardship 
totals by the end of the month.   With 
this information we will put the final 
touches on the budget and present it to 
the congregation in a town hall meeting 
on Sunday, April 13.   
 
 

Save the Date!   
 
Sandra Robinson reports Sweet Pep-
perika and Fred Simon will perform here 
on Saturday, May 24.  Sweet Pepperika 
is a female trio composed of Diane 
Compton, Barbara Eulenberg, and Mary 
Launder, who sing the music of the Bos-
well Sisters, a group based in New Or-
leans in the 1930s.  Pianist Fred Simon 
will accompany the trio. 
 
 

Information Working Group 
 
The Information Working Group, a sub-
group of ISC, has reconvened.  The 
group, chaired by Sandra Robinson, in-
cludes Shirley Adams and Brian Nielsen 
of the Board of Trustees, and two mem-
bers at large. The purpose of the group 
is to review the Web site and member-
ship database.  They will work with 
groups within the church, such as mem-
bership, pledge drive leaders, and those 
who will lead Appreciative Inquiry, to 
see what additional information should 
be stored and accessible for effective 
church operations. 
 

 

The UCE Auction  
keeps on giving! 

 
April events from the Serendipity Auc-
tion include tickets to the North Shore 
Choral Society Concert (right here at 
UCE) on April 6, the NCAA Champion-
ship Game Party at the Hempflings’ on 
April 7 and the tour of the Beverly Uni-
tarian Church/Castle on April 12. Enjoy 
the entertainment and camaraderie of 
the Auction every month of the year! If 
interested,  contact Tom Hempfling at 
th45@comcast.net. 

News from the  
Congregational Relations 

Team 

 

By Tammy Besser 

News from ISC (Integrated 
Stewardship Committee) 

 
By Jane Kenamore, Chair 

 
Music Sunday 

 
Our annual Music Sunday service will 
occur on  April 27 at 11:00am.   
 
This service, Caliente, will center around 
the themes of warmth, fire and passion, 
and will feature music spanning six cen-
turies and numerous cultures. 
 
Diverse groups of instrumentalists will 
join us and feature guest percussionist 
and virtuoso tabla player, Kalyan Pathak.  
Mr. Pathak received classical training in 
his native India and moved to Chicago 
in 1991, where he earned a degree in 
Jazz Studies. He went on to study Afri-
can, Afro-Cuban, Latin and Middle East-
ern genres of percussion, and is now 
one of the busiest tabla virtuosos and  
multi-ethnic percussionists in the coun-
try. 
 
The service will encompass nature pho-
tography, and promises to be an inspir-
ing experience for all who attend. 

Drum Circle  
April 6, 12:30pm in Room 3 

 
Led by Steve Courtright and Bart 
Bradfield 

 

Dances of Universal Peace  
April 20, 12:30-2pm in Room 3 
 
Simple singing and circle dances led 
by Donna Schiller 



 

A multi-generational group of chil-
dren, youth, and adults is working 
together to name our lower level 
classrooms for Unitarian Universalist 
writers, philosophers, theologians, 
politicians, social reformers, presi-
dents, scientists, musicians, athletes, 
actors, etc.  Our hope is to represent 
a diverse group of Unitarian Univer-
salists. In keeping with the educa-
tional (and mnemonic) purpose of 
this project, plaques for each room 
will include the name and number of 
the room and biographical informa-
tion about each person. Please send 
suggestions to Jessica Presto  
(prestomgk@comcast.net), RE Board 
Liaison, or Will Van Dyke 
(willvd@sbcglobal.net). 

It is our hope that everyone who 
enters our doors feels a sense of be-
longing. To be known and to know 
others is one of our deepest longings 
and one of the main reasons so many 
have been a part of this community 
for so long. If you are thinking about 
what it means to be a member of 
UCE, the rewards and the responsi-
bilities, and whether you and your 
family are ready to join, sign up to 
attend Introduction to Unitarian Uni-
versalism and Orientation Toward 
Membership classes. This two-step 
process is designed to help you un-
derstand our faith – the history, prin-
ciples and sources - and to explore 
your spiritual journey and where you 
hope your journey will take you next. 
Our next set of classes will be held in 
August. Look for specifics at the 
Guest Table in the lobby or contact 
Eileen Wiviott at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any recently retired (or soon to re-
tire) woman is warmly invited to at-
tend our group.  We usually meet on 
the 4th Tuesday of the month, 
from 5:30-7:00 in the back of the 
sanctuary.  
 
We first enjoy a sumptuous potluck 
dinner. Afterwards, a participant or 
invited speaker leads a discussion of 
an issue chosen by the whole group. 
At times, however, in order to facili-
tate even more camaraderie, we 
will change our routine and meet, for 
example, at a restaurant, at a movie, 
at an outdoor concert or at an-
other venue. We also have been 
known to meet for lunch rather than 
dinner, at times for a social event or 
at times for a social service event. 
For more information, please email 
Margie Rogasner at  
mrogasner@yahoo.com. 
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UCE Room Naming Project 
 

Becoming a Member of the  
Unitarian Church of Evanston 

Memoir Writing Workshop 

 

Facilitated by Johna Van Dyke 

 

If you are interested in improving your 
writing skills in a safe and fun environ-
ment, you may be interested in this 
workshop.  
 

We will use Natalie Goldberg's CD of 
the same name and do the exercises as 
they come up. We will all write for ten 
minutes or so for each exercise and 
then we can share if we wish. The CD 
is fun, and we'll be cozy in room 2.  
 

I will bring a box of coffee and tea stuff, 
and if we all bring a little something to 
go with that, we'll have munchies as 
well. Everybody is encouraged to bring 
their favorite notebook and pen.  
 

This is a one-day workshop taking place 
on Saturday, April 5 from 9am to 1pm. 
The CD is 2 1/2 hours long with 10 
minute intervals interspersed. There is 
room for 10 participants. Sign-up sheet 
is on the bulletin board in the UCE 
lobby. 

Recently Retired  
(But Never Retiring!) Women 

Swing into Spring, Friday, April 4 
 
 

Feel like kicking up your heels a bit now that Spring is here? For 
UCE members who love to dance, Friday, April 4 from 8pm til 
10pm in room 3. Optional lesson at 7pm. 
 
 

We will play a lot of big band music and some more contemporary 
music as well. Remember the Stroll from American Band-

stand? And the barn dance from our Valentines Party? We will review them to get every-
one on the floor. 
 
 

BYOB and bring mixers if needed. Feel free to invite friends. We will have snacks to ac-
company your beverages.  
 
 

Shirley Adams will put together a playlist. Send your favorite songs to 
shirley@comeoutdancing.com.  
 

To ensure we have enough cups, snacks, etc., on hand, please register by email to Erlene 
Howard at ekhoward@ameritech.net with the number of folks coming. If you have deco-
rating skills and ideas, contact  Noël Yovovich at noelyovo@gmail.com.  

Soup Kitchen April 16 
 

We will host a soup kitchen dinner on 
Wednesday, April 16 while our neighbor 
Beth Emet celebrates Passover. 
  

We will be welcoming about 100 guests for 
dinner, a sack lunch, and our best hospital-
ity. 
 

We need volunteers to cook and donate 
food, setup and make lunches, serve din-
ner, and clean up. 
 

Please sign up online on the UCE home 
page or at the sanctuary tables on Sundays. 
 

Any questions, please contact Janet Hart-
mann.   
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Easter Potluck Brunch 
 

Everyone is invited to bring a food item to share for 
Easter Brunch, Sunday April 20, after our worship service.  
Easter ham will be provided, and the rest of the menu will 
be determined by what you bring to this “true potluck.”  
Egg casserole, fruit salad, breakfast bread, or other tradi-
tional or non-traditional item—bring what you wish to 
share.   Sponsored by the Religious Education Board, 
there will be no charge for brunch.  Contact Winnie Ste-
venson at wstevenson4@gmail.com with questions. 
 
 

Hunting for Canned Goods! 
 

Easter fun for children 

 
 

On Easter Sunday, April 20, children from pre-K through 
sixth grade are invited to participate in a “canned goods 
hunt” at 10:15 am (between the 9:00 and 11:00 religious 
education sessions).  Children will hunt for the hidden 
cans and then trade in the cans they find for a small bag of 
toys and treats.  Our senior high youth will organize the 
event and assist children in the cooperative “hunt,” and 
the canned goods will be donated to Hilda’s Place. 
 

Zealot: The Life and Times of Je-
sus of Nazareth 

 
Tuesdays,  April 1, 8, 15, 22 at 

7pm 
 
This four-session group discussion 
of Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of 
Nazareth by Reza Aslan (Random House, 

2013),  will explore the book's academic argument, its 
challenge to common Christian views on the meaning of 
Jesus' life, and how its conclusions highlight issues that 
have particular relevance to Unitarian Universalists to-
day. Zealot made it to #1 on the New York Times best 
seller list last year, despite its scholarly approach with 
over 50 pages of endnotes and an extensive bibliography. 
The notice the book received in the popular press was in 
part because the author Reza Aslan, a scholar of the his-
tory of religions with degrees from Santa Clara University, 
Harvard, and the University of California, Santa Barbara, is 
Muslim.  This is a Learning Associates program facilitated 
by Brian Nielsen. Please sign up on the Religious Educa-
tion bulletin board near the Lobby or register with the 
UC E  o f f i c e  ( 8 4 7 - 8 6 4 - 1 3 3 0  e x t  1 0 2 
or RE@UCEvanston.org).  

Adult Religious Education 

 

Earth Day Yoga/Meditation 

 

Tuesday, April 22, 6:30 PM at UCE 

 
 

Just before the Adult Education session on “Zealot,” Doug 
Erickson and Dick Whitaker will conduct a brief session of 
gentle yoga and meditation in honor of Earth Day.  We’ll 
celebrate the UU Seventh Principle:  “Respect for the inter-
dependent web of all existence of which we are a part.”  
Please join us. 

Our Giving House for the 
month of April is collecting 
Dried Fruits and Nuts. Please 
bring your generous donations 
pu t  them in  the  l i t t l e 
pink house by the front door. 
Your donations will be matched 

by: Maureen and Larry Richnak, Heather Brown, Ally 
Hunter, and Ellie Fedderson. The Donations will be given to 
Connections for the Homeless. Thank you for your generos-
ity.  
 
The Giving House is sponsored by the Food and Shelter 
Team. Thank you to the Susan Carlton Covenant Group for 
Sponsoring February. If you have questions or are interested 
in sponsoring the Giving House please contact Clara Walker 

Passover Dinner   
Friday, April 18, 6:30 to 8:30 pm 

 
Please join us for a festive Passover Seder 
dinner sponsored by the Religious Education 
Board.  We will recount the Passover story 

and share symbolic and traditional foods.  Rotisserie chicken, 
matzoh, charoset and Seder plate items will be provided.  
Cost is $5 for adults and $3 for children ($15 max for fami-
lies). 
 

RSVP and pay in advance, in the lobby or to the UCE office.  
Please plan to help set up (come a bit early) or to help clean 
up.  Many hands make light work! 
 

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.  In keeping with 
the dietary laws for Passover, please do not include:  pork, 
shellfish, dairy products, or leavening (no yeast, baking soda 
or baking powder.) 
 

What to bring?   An internet search for “easy Passover reci-
pes” found recipes at The Kosher Channel, Eating Well, 
Chabad.org, the Food Network and more.  Matzoh ball 
soup, vegetable dishes and salads are all good ideas.  Ideas 
for desserts without dairy and leavening include fresh fruit, 
macaroons, flourless chocolate cake or truffles. 
 

Please join us at this meaningful celebration of freedom!  
Revisit your Jewish roots or explore an old tradition new to 
you.  Any questions, please contact Maureen Richnak at 
mrichnak@sbcglobal.net.   
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Joys and Sorrows have been redacted to protect the  
privacy of our members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by send-
ing items to the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at 
ucevanston.org/members section.  



One thing congregation members have in common be-
sides the Rummage Sale this spring is waste.  Chances are 

your city is one of twenty three members belonging to 
the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County, or 

SWANCC.  Formed in 1991this quasi-public agency man-
aged by the mayors and city managers of its member mu-

nicipalities aims to facilitate cost-effective and environ-
mentally sound solid waste management practices. 

SWANCC maintains a waste transfer station in Glenview, 
and rebates tipping fees to member communities who 

bring in less waste and recycle more. Educational efforts 
and special programs sponsored by SWANCC, curbside 

recycling efforts financed by SWANCC members and 
more, help drive an average recycling rate (the amount of 

waste diverted from landfills) of twenty seven percent per 
household. 

  
The agency is responsible for helping control waste man-

agement costs and spur recycling in northern Cook 
County.  UCE Green Sanctuary Committee members in-

tend to work with the congregation and other community 
organizations to encourage SWANCC to set benchmarks 

for members to reduce waste through composting and 
other means.  

 
 

 
 

 

At Rev. Lortie’s installation, Rev. David Pyle charged UCE 
to live up to our social justice history, to keep our eyes 
on the horizon, and to be bold.  So let’s do that!  The 
next few weeks hold some important opportunities to do 
so.  Please join in the Community Renewal Society trip to 
Springfield on April 8th to talk with legislators about laws 
that could make meaningful differences in our community. 
It is a highly organized and effective experience.  Please 
contact Dale Griffin dalecgriffin@comcast.net or other 
members of the UCE CRS leadership team for info. We 
will urge 
 

◊ Elimination of lifetime bans on certain employment of peo-
ple with criminal records 

◊ Reduction of the 30 day maximum time in jail before a pre-
liminary hearing 

◊ No new mandatory minimum sentences 
◊ Removing the flat tax requirement in the IL constitution, 

with a goal of better funding of education and other health 
and human services.  (Partnership with A Better Illinois) 

 

Also, our new UU Advocacy Network of Illinois (UUANI) 
is focusing on economic justice issues, which in the near 
term means partnering with A Better Illinois on the gradu-
ated income tax issue and with Raise Illinois on an in-
crease to the minimum wage in Illinois.  Please contact 
Dale Griffin to come to a town hall meeting with legisla-
tors and both of these organizations Wednesday, April 16, 
6-8pm at the Austin Park District offices.  We will car 
pool.  We will make another trip to Springfield on Thurs-
day, May 22 with Raise Illinois on the minimum wage is-
sue.  Please join us! 

Page 9 - SOCIAL ACTION  
 

News from Green Sanctuary 
 

By Michael Drennan 

 

News from the  
Community Renewal Society/ UUANI  
(UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)   

The House I Live In Film Screening 

 

The Unitarian Church of Evanston’s Prisons and Restorative Justice team is proud to present a screen-
ing of the film The House I Live In.  This film brings home the reasons behind both the intense over-
crowding of prisons and why they are so disproportionately filled with people of color.  The free 
showing will be at 7pm Wednesday April 23, followed by a brief discussion, at UCE, 1330 Ridge 
Avenue, Evanston.   There will also be snacks.  For more information contact Dale Griffin at dalecgrif-
fin@comcast.net  From a PBS description of the movie: 
 
For the past 40 years, the war on drugs has resulted in more than 45 million arrests, $1 trillion dollars 
in government spending, and America’s ignominious role as the world’s largest jailer. Yet for all that, 
drugs are cheaper and more available than ever. The House I Live In captures heart-wrenching, illumi-
nating stories of those on the front lines — from the dealer to the grieving mother, the narcotics officer to the senator, the 
inmate to the federal judge — and offers a penetrating look at the profound human rights implications of America’s longest 
war. 
 
There is a growing recognition among those on all sides that the war on drugs is a failure. At a time of heightened fiscal in-
stability, the drug war is also seen as economically unsustainable.  Even in Texas, legislators are pulling back from financing 
more prisons, and considering alternatives. At this pivotal moment, the film promotes public awareness of the problem 
while encouraging new and innovative pathways to domestic drug policy reform.   
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In honor of Earth Month, Green Sanctuary is lifting up 
our love of the earth and our hopes that we may create a 
more sustainable future for our children. One important 
way of doing this is to reduce waste and over-
consumption. Landfills are running out of room, the soil 
is being depleted of nutrients and toxins are leaching into 
the earth. Getting to zero waste may seem like a long 
shot but cities around the country and the world are ac-
complishing this, reducing their impact on our eco-
system. Our congregation has been taking steps to lessen 
our footprint through recycling, composting and collect-
ing specific, hard to recycle items.  
 
Green Sanctuary would like to help our members and the 
community of Evanston to begin imagining a world with 
zero waste and to take small steps toward that goal. 
Learn about composting – indoor and outdoor, with 
worms, in the garden, and through professional services 
like Collective Resources. Learn more about recycling 
through TerraCycle and SWANCC. The Compost/
Recycling Fair is followed by the Northshore Choral So-
ciety concert at 3pm – Missa Gaia – Earth Mass. 

 

 

The YWCA Stand Against Racism takes place on Friday, 
April 25 from 12:30 – 1pm. Join us on the west side of 
Ridge Avenue in front of our building. We will hold signs 
and take the pledge to stand against racism and stand on 
the side of love. Wear your yellow Standing on the Side 
of Love shirt if you have one or order one on the UUA 
bookstore website: http://www.uuabookstore.org/
showproducts.cfm?FullCat=155 
 

Please consider donating books or money to Chicago 
Books to Women in Prison (CBWP) through a collection 
drive at UCE. CBWP is an all-volunteer non-profit collec-
tive founded in 2002 to distribute books free of charge to 
women in prisons nationwide. Last year CBWP shipped 
nearly 7000 books to prisoners. 
 
PAPERBACKS only will be collected from April 6 to May 
11.  Please bring donations to the special book 
cart located near the Book H.  During the week, the 
CBWP book cart will be in the front lobby. Categories 
that are in “hot demand” are listed in the Order of Ser-
vice and include dictionaries, spirituality, fiction about 
people of color, mysteries and other popular fiction.   
  
The Book H has books available for purchase which in-
clude some that fit prisoners' requests, ranging from dic-
tionaries and GED prep books to memoirs, recovery 
journals, and fiction. A list of titles is available there. 
  
Even more than books, CBWP always needs mone-
tary donations to pay postage on the packages they 
send to prisoners. Volunteers gather at CBWP's home at 
4511 N. Hermitage in Chicago on Sunday  afternoons 2-5 
p.m. to fill prisoners' requests. Learn more about donat-
ing money or your time at www.chicagobwp.org. 

Connections for the Homeless, the parent organiza-
tion for Hilda’s Place Shelter, is celebrating our 30th 
Anniversary. We are recognizing 30 years of bringing peo-
ple back inside, back into employment, good health, housing, 
and ultimately, community. To honor our history as a com-
munity volunteer created program, we invite you to join 
Hilda Carper (yes, that Hilda) on Saturday, May 17, 4-7pm, 
for a celebration of our shared efforts to fight homelessness.  
To RSVP and to offer your own memories/pictures/recipes of 
your volunteer work at the shelter go to:  
http://www.tfaforms.com/321488. For questions, contact Lisa 
Todd at lt@cfthinc.org. 
 

 

Compost/Recycling Fair  
UCE Sanctuary,  

Sunday April 6 at Noon 

Harms Woods Hands-on Habitat Restoration 

 

Sunday, May 18, 1-4pm 
 

Join members of Unitarian Church of Evanston and the 
Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle to pull Garlic 
Mustard plants and sow seeds of native species that were 
collected last fall. This is a wonderful intergenerational vol-
unteer opportunity. For more information, contact Dale 
Griffin at dalecgriffin@comcast.net. Meet at the Forest Pre-
serve parking lot on the west side of Harms Road, just 
south of Glenview Road. Come dressed for the woods. 

“No Impact Man”  
Film showing at UCE  

 

Friday, April 11 at 7pm 
 
A New York City liberal melts down 
and decides to practice what he 
preaches for one year, turns off the 
electricity, stops making garbage, gives 
up television, taxis, and take out, and 
becomes a walking, bicyling, compost-
ing, tree-hugging, polar bear-saving, 

local food-eating, 100% sustainably living citizen of planet 
earth, all while taking his baby daughter and caffeine-loving 
luxury-seeking, retail-obsessed wife along with him. 

 

Stand Against Racism 

 

CBWP Book Drive 
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Common Threads, the UCE knitting 
group, will meet on April 1 at 
10:00am and April 22  at 7:00pm.  
We meet on the first Tuesday at 
10:00am and the fourth Tuesday at 
7:00pm every month, usually in Room 
2.  We make little hats and blankets 
for preemies and other newborn ba-
bies and shawls for big people who 
we think would like a hand-knitted, 
care shawl.  Sometimes, we also 
work on our own projects.  We have 
a huge stash of donated yarn, needles, 
and directions, as well as people who 
can help you improve your knitting 
skills.  Mark the dates on your calen-
dar.  See you there. 

 
Calling all bridge players, old or new, 
rusty or active.  Come and play 
bridge at UCE on the 1st and 3rd Fri-
days of every month.  Our next game 
will be on April 4.  We start around 
7:30pm or as soon as 4 players arrive.  
No partner?  That’s no problem.  We 
guarantee partners.    
 

 
The UCE Men's Group is having 
its 'Spring Retreat' at Starved Rock 
Illinois State Park from Friday eve-
ning, May 16 to Sunday morning, May 
18.  
 
For more information about the re-
treat, contact Dave Woods at 
dnwoods618@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s time to start checking your calen-
dars for the Fall Weekend.  The dates 
will be September 26 to 28 at the 
Ronora Lodge & Retreat Center in 
Watervliet MI.  
 
The price is $250 for everyone for 
the weekend.  Because of limited 
space configurations, we can allow no 
singles – unless you’re willing to pay 
double the price.  At least 30 people 
are needed. Also, you will have to 
bring your own linens, and we will 
have to clean up after ourselves.  Fi-
nally, there is an 8-week notice re-
quired for cancellations.  That means 
everyone must be paid in full by 
August 1.  We will be having all 
meals in their Chadwicke Dining hall: 
Friday dinner through Sunday lunch.  
 
For information about the spaces 
available, please visit the UCE website 
at - http://ucevanston.org/fall-
weekend-2014/ 
 
Look for a registration table soon on 
Sunday mornings after the worship 
service. 
 

 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  Ken-

nedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

 
YOGA ON  SUNDAYS 

 
 
 

Join us Sunday morning for hatha yoga,  
8:00 – 8:55am.  Yoga traditions bring 
awareness to your health: breathing in 
vitality, letting go of tension and tight-
ness. Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce 
stress, bring relaxation, increase range of 
motion, and find balance – restorative 
yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga before, this 
is your opportunity. Drop in, wear com-
fortable clothing for stretching, and try it. 
Yoga is learned by doing. Community 
yoga mats provided if needed.  For more 
information, contact Doug Erickson, 
thinkactlove@gmail.com or Jessica 
Tomell-Presto, prestomgk@comcast.net 

Common 
Threads 

Fall Weekend 2014 

Bridge at UCE 

Men’s Group Retreat 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Printed on paper with 50% recycled content.  
Please recycle.                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 
 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

JOIN OUR  
UNITARIAN 

CHURCH TEAM  
(Unitarian Church 

of Evanston)  
 

AT THE RICKY BYRDSONG RACE AGAINST 
HATE - SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2014 

Races begin at 7:30am 
 
 

*** UCE IS A SPONSOR OF THE RACE!!  *** 
 

To REGISTER:    www.ywca.org/evanston 
click on “Race Registration is now open!” 
click on “Join a Team” 
select “Unitarian Church of Evanston” 
  
*Register by May 1 for Early Bird Discount 
 
*If you have already registered as an individual and 
would like to be added to the UCE team, contact 
Martha Holman: holman.martha@gmail.com 
 
To SPONSOR A WALKER/RUNNER:   
www.ywca.org/evanston 
click on SPONSOR PARTICIPANT 
enter walker's first and last name     
select your walker's name 


