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Welcome to our new Senior Minister, 
Rev. Bret Lortie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will welcome Rev. Bret and his wife, Cindy, with a potluck lunch  
following the service on Sunday, August 25, co-coordinated by Kathy  
Talmage and Meredith Haydon. 

  
Please bring a dish of your choice.  Please consider 
bringing a gluten-free dish (no wheat, barley or 
rye):  mixed fruit, melon, vegetables & dip, hummus, 
salads, gluten-free pasta salad, rice & beans, cole slaw, 
meat, cheese, a gluten-free dessert, or other gluten-
free recipe.   

 
(A growing number of people, we are learning, are 
avoiding gluten or are gluten-intolerant.)  
 
Bring your item to the kitchen before the service, 
and attach a "gluten-free" note if appropriate.  
 
Questions? Please email Meredith at  
mhaydon@haydonlegal.com. 

 

 
 
 

 
UCE is on  
Twitter!  

 
Follow us at  

 
@UCEvanston 
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Sizing the Competition  From Rev. Bret Lortie 

 

 

“I’m just church shopping...” is what I said when asked what brought me to their church doors that morning. A 
more accurate response would have been, “I’m checking out how you do church.” 

 
 

I spent every Sunday in July this way: walking into a different church to see and evaluate what the church “culture” 
is like in Evanston. I picked congregations that are similar to us in values, tradition, and outreach. I picked ones that 
I’ve heard are “pulling” members away from UCE. I’m also coming from having served a congregation in the distinc-

tive church culture of the South. Even though I attended and served congregations in the Chicago area before moving to Texas, I was 
curious to witness some other churches in Evanston, “The City of Churches.” 

 
 

What I found surprised me in some ways, and didn’t in others. First, there was the superficial, like how the ministers at all the churches 
not only left their robes in their sacristies (apparently) but dressed incredibly informally — no ties, sleeves, or even (in one case) long 
pants! They all reflected a “come as you are” culture. Second, they all focused on outreach. The message in these liberal churches was 
clear: To be a good Christian, you have to get into the world and be present to its hurts, discomforts, and people. It was clearly a primary 
motivator for participation in these neighbor congregations. Third, I received a warm welcome at each place I visited and could tell there 
were designated staff and volunteers to hone in on me as a newbie. They did not take my presence for granted, as much as I tried to 
keep to myself and just observe. 
 
 
 

Finally, the biggest surprise was that each sermon I heard dwelled, not superficially, on mindfulness. (Each congregation also offered yoga 
classes during the week, a coincidence?) One Baptist minister even read from the appropriate sutta/ra on mindfulness and quoted the 
Buddha before relating it back to the Gospel message of the morning. 
 
 
 

This is where we have a true “niche” in the religious culture of Evanston: As open and affirming as each of these neighbor churches is, the 
goal of membership is to become closer to Jesus in some way — to become better disciples and servants of Christ. I am not one who 
would for a minute want to pull anyone from a church where they feel fed and alive. I celebrate when someone finds a path that speaks to 
his or her heart. Each of the congregations I visited offered a valuable path to insight, and I found people joyfully practicing faith. I also 
know there are countless seekers in our area who are hungry for the unique theology that our faith offers, and who might not be com-
fortable with a singular expression of the holy. Our tradition includes the teachings of the Rabbi Jesus, but it does not privilege them 
above words of wisdom from other sources. We acknowledge there are many teachings worthy of our attention. 
 
 
 

Competition? There is none that I could find. I saw four vibrant congregations — each providing a unique approach and model for living 
that worked for its members. I was also encouraged to find there’s nobody offering what we offer with our pluralistic and radically inclu-
sive approach to religion. From humanist to theist expressions of belief, we celebrate human religious imagination and the divine mystery 
without clinging to one particular set of words or symbols to describe our experience. Indeed, we hold a unique and vital place in the 
religious culture of Evanston, the North Shore, and Chicago. 
 

Rev. Bret Lortie 

  

The Sacred Ground of Interfaith Cooperation   From Rev. Connie Grant 
 

 

“Standing Your Sacred Ground” was the title of the Ware Lecture offered by Eboo Patel at the Unitarian Universalist 
Association General Assembly in Louisville.  Patel is president of Interfaith Youth Core and author of the Beacon 
Press books Sacred Ground: Pluralism, Prejudice and the Promise of America, and Acts of Faith: The Story of an American 
Muslim, the Struggle for the Soul of a Generation.   Since its inception in 1922, Ware Lecturers have included the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Kurt Vonnegut, and Mary Oliver. 
 
 
 

In his lecture, Patel suggested that Unitarian Universalists have an “ethic of interfaith cooperation” at our fingertips because “the re-
sources for cooperation with people who are different lie at the center of the thought and practice of the UU movement.”  He suggested 
that Unitarian Universalists are uniquely positioned to access our own stories and practices while “having an appreciative knowledge of 
other traditions.” 

 
 

Patel emphasized that the core of interfaith cooperation is “building relationships with people who are not only different than you in ways 
you like, but also in ways you don’t.”  The point is to work together for common purpose, even with people who may have contradictory 
theological and political views.  The central question is “How are all of us, with our beautiful resonances and our deep disagreements, to 
share a nation and a world together?”   
 
Keep the faith,  
Connie 

Rev. Connie Grant 



From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...  
  

I returned to a calm, productive place after return from my Lake Michigan Circle Tour. It was great 
to be in nature and meet so many different people along the route. . . old inns, antique and junque 
shops, potter studios, hiking, biking, water and trees. The marshes and herons rated high on my list 
of pleasurable sightings.   
 
 

What I first noticed upon return to the church was the beautiful prairie garden just beyond our 
parking lot and visible from the lobby. Enough time has passed that the flowers have filled in creating a palate of purple, 
yellow, magenta and green against the sanctuary walls. 
  
 

Within the walls of our church, work continues. Children from Play On, one of our summer rentals, and workers are 
coming and going.  The annex roof work was reviewed by Dick Whitaker while I was away. Contractor Joe Hall of Ad-
vanced Roofing Technologies received high marks for a job well done. We saved roughly $10,000 by repairing the existing 
roof and replacing the skylights rather than complete roof replacement, Our roof is in excellent shape now and should 
give us another 8 years before replacement is necessary. 
 
 

On the administrative front, we have renewed our custodial contract with Mike Goodwin. Reviews for staff have been 
completed for whom Rev. Grant and I are responsible for supervision.  Written reports have been done and will be for-
warded to staff for their signatures this week. Slight revisions to job descriptions have been made based on minor 
changes within the positions over the past months. Rev. Grant and I were reviewed by Mike Takada, Board Chair, who 
worked collaboratively with the Board and others within the church with whom we work. 
 

Carli Magel and Webmaster Tim Sonder created a search feature on our website. Carli is working to provide the capabil-
ity to search the directory by first letter of the name rather than scrolling. We continue to tweak our website for ease of 
use and expanded information. Your suggestions and input are valuable. Contact me at srobinson@ucevanston.org. 
 

Our staff looks forward to the arrival of Rev. Bret Lortie. I am excited about working with this energetic new minister 
who will add to the momentum we have experienced over the past two years created by leadership, staff and our con-
gregation. The year ahead holds many opportunities. 
  

In closing, I want to acknowledge the financial success of UCE during 2012-13 fiscal year. Expenses were far below budget 
and income was up, particularly in loose plate and rentals. The Evanston Model saved UCE considerable money. That sav-
ings, our successful pledge drive and continuing controlled expenses created a more solid financial footing for the year 
ahead with our new Senior Minister.  

Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director 
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Mike Takada, President  

 
 

The Board met for its first meeting of the new church fiscal year on July 17th and we welcomed our new-
est members, Shirley Adams, Brian Nielsen and Sarah Vanderwicken to the group. In addition, we voted 
on and approved the following individuals to serve as officers in the coming year: Shirley Adams, Vice 
President; Jane Kenamore, ISC Chair & Treasurer; Jim Clark, Secretary. And I am pleased and honored to 
serve another term as President. 
 

This year’s Board Executive Committee is comprised of the following individuals: Mike Takada, President, Shirley Adams, 
Vice President, Rev. Bret Lortie, Rev. Connie Grant, and Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director. 
 

The third board position on the Executive Committee, normally filled by the immediate-past president, will be served adeptly 
by Janet Hartmann. 
 

Rounding out the remainder of the 2013/14 board are Claudia Dancing, Kathy Monk and Tom Ticknor. Needless to say, we 
are all excited and eager to serve you this coming year. Many exciting days lie ahead of us. Be sure to seek us out and let us 
know your thoughts about UCE, our community, and how we’re doing as your leadership team! 
 

Check out this space next month when I’ll be sharing the Board’s goals for the coming year with you. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you in church, 
Mike Takada 

Mike Takada 

Sandra Robinson 
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Sunday,  August 4 –  
“Our Ministries” 
Your Senior Minister and 
Minister for Lifespan Reli-
gious Education will respond 
to each other’s questions 
about our ministries, includ-
ing how we differ and how 
we complement each 
other.  Rev. Bret Lortie and 
Rev. Connie Grant speaking. 
  
Sunday, August 11 – “A 
Week in Louisville: Living 
the Contradictions” 
Friedrich von Hügel said, 
“The deeper we get into re-
ality, the more numerous will 
be the questions we cannot 
answer.” That doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t attempt to un-
derstand experience at a 
deeper level through reason. 
Even then, we can find that 
despite our sound reasoning 
there exist deeper paradoxes 
that elude logic. In learning 
to  ho ld  these se l f -
contradictions, we may find 
the deeper connections we 
seek. Rev. Bret Lortie speak-
ing. 
  
Sunday, August 18 -  
“What is Religion For?” 
Specifically, what is Unitarian 
Universalism for? Rev. Con-
nie Grant speaking. 

Sunday, August 25 – 
“Coming Home, To a 
Place You’ve Never Been 
Before” 
Is it possible to re-enter the 
same river twice? The coor-
dinates may be the same, the 
banks familiar, but the water 
you once touched has long 
moved downstream. That 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
dive in to see what life 
teaches. Rev. Bret Lortie 
speaking. 

 
Crackerbarrel is on hiatus 
for the summer. 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICE   
10:30 am  

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 

GROUP  
9:15 - 10:15 am 

 

YOGA ON  
SUNDAYS 

 

Join us before the Sunday 
morning worship service for 
hatha yoga, 9:15 – 10:15am.  
Yoga traditions bring aware-
ness to your health: breathing 
in vitality, letting go of tension 
and tightness. Yoga at UCE is 
designed to reduce stress, 
bring relaxation, increase range 
of motion, and find balance – 
restorative yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga 
before this is your opportu-
nity. Drop in, wear comfort-
able clothing for stretching, 
and try it. Yoga is learned by 
doing. Community yoga mats 
provided if needed.  For more 
information, contact Doug 
Erickson,  
thinkactlove@gmail.com or 
Jessica Tomell-Presto,  
prestomgk@comcast.net 

 
Summer Sunday  
Children’s Activity 

Program 
 
 
On Sunday mornings at 
10:30 am (during the 
wo r s h i p  s e r v i c e ) 
through September 1, 
children in kindergarten 
through sixth grade are 
invited to participate in 
a multi-age program of 
crafts, games and other 
activities.   
 
 
Child care will also be 
provided for younger 
children. 



 

Great News!!! 
 
Because of the generosity of so 
many UCE members and friends, 
the Endowment Committee is 
proud to report the the UCE En-
dowment Fund is quickly ap-
proaching the $200,000 mark.  
Wouldn’t you like to be the fam-
ily/person to put the Endowment 
Fund over that milestone dollar 
amount? 
 
All it takes is a check, in any 
amount, made payable to UCE.  
Be sure to write Endowment Fund 
in the Memo line.  Your financial 
gift may be made to the memory 
of a loved one or to recognize a 
special person in your life, or to 
commemorate a significant life 
event, or for no special reason at 
all. 
 
Contact anyone on the Endow-
ment Fund Committee: Trustee 
Pat Ulmer, Chairperson; Trustees 
Jim Clark or Kevin O’Connor, or 
committee members Barb Butz, 
Martin Dawson, Kay Gibbs-Novy, 
Dale Griffin, or Will Van Dyke for 
further information. 
 
Please join other UCE members 
and friends who support the En-
dowment Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The ISC held its first meeting of 
the new fiscal year on Thursday, 
July 11.  The committee wel-
comed new at-large member 
Peggy Boccard and new Endow-
ment Chair Pat Ulmer, along with 
current members Connie Grant 
(ex officio), Martha Holman and 
Kristin Larson, Stewardship Co-
Chairs, Chris Isely, Finance Man-
ager; Carol Nielsen, at-large; San-
dra Robinson, EOD; Pat Ulmer, 
Endowment Chair; and Jane 
Kenamore, Chair, ISC. 

 
The best news came after the 
Committee met, when Chris 
completed the year-end finan-
cial reports.  We have ended 
the 2012-13 fiscal year with a sur-
plus of $32,000 over the 1% budg-
eted surplus.  Income was on tar-
get, but our expenses were more 
than $30,000 under budget.  The 
overage has been transferred to 
the new Contingency Reserve 
Fund, should we encounter unex-
pected conditions or losses in fu-
ture years.  According to Chris, 
"This is the best financial news this 
church has ever had, at least in my 
35 years as a member."   Thanks 
to everyone for holding down ex-
penses and allowing this to hap-
pen. 

 
Save the date!  The Junior 
Mance concert will be Saturday, 
November 2.  He was enormously 
popular with attendees when he 
appeared here a couple of years 
ago. 

 
Stewardship never rests.  Kris-
tin Larsen and Martha Holman 
have already begun to plan for the 

2014 campaign.  They will meet 
with Reverend Lortie in early Oc-
tober to establish a theme for the 
coming year.  Shortly after that, 
the Committee will meet to brain-
storm activities around the theme.  
Look for some fun times! 
 
Pat Ulmer reported that En-
dowment had a balance of ap-
proximately $187,000, as of 
May 31.  If you haven't already 
thought about contributing to the 
long-term financial health of the 
church, please consider giving 
something this year.  No gift is 
too large or too small! 
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Endowment News 
 

By Jim Clark 

News from ISC 

 

By Jane Kenamore, Chair 

Neighborhood Potluck 
Dinners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next potluck for Lincoln 
Square and our neighboring 
communities will be on Saturday, 
September 7, at 5:30pm, at the 
homes of Linda and John LaPlante 
and Karen Schultz at 2522 West 
Winnemac in Chicago.  RSVP to 
Linda at lindalaplante73@gmail.com  
 
 
The next Northwest Suburbs 
Neighborhood Potluck will be 
on August 24th at the home of 
Chris Peters and David Linsell in 
Morton Grove. If you live in Skokie, 
Morton Grove, Glenview or any of 
the suburbs north and/or West of 
the church, contact Eileen Wiviott 
at ewiviott@hotmail.com to be 
added to the list. 
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I love the Evanston 4th of July Parade!  I 
grew up in a town that never felt like a town to 
me, just part of the suburban sprawl, North of 
Detroit.  Now, I feel like I am part of a commu-
nity and I am proud to be in this community of 
Evanston.  So, this is why I love the parade (and 
many of you have heard me say this): half the 
town is in it and the other half is watching it.  
  
 
I have been on both sides of the curb for the 
Evanston 4th of July Parade, and have enjoyed both.  You definitely see more of the parade 
and its participants when you stand still and watch.  Some years, I have watched to see my kids go by as mem-
bers of one of their groups (most often as part of the Evanston Township High School Marching Band, but also 
as members of a swim team, little league or special recreation programs).  I also like seeing our friends and 
neighbors march because I learn something about their interests and activities that I might not have 
known.  (For example, I knew Ellie Feddersen was fit, but I didn't know about her Zumba passion!)   
  

Not very many opportunities would tempt me away from watching, but 
marching as part of the Unitarian Church of Evanston definitely does.  I 
am so proud to be part of this church and marching (OK, really walking) 
with our shirts and banners is a privilege.  Then our friends, neighbors 
and acquaintances from other parts of our lives, many of whom we have-
n't proselytized, can know that this church community is an important 
part of our lives.  
  
And, this year, thanks to Jennifer Crosby's encouragement and planning, 
we had a float and even leaflets to pass out.  I am not a proselytizer, but 
in the parade you sometimes see people looking at us, or our banners or 

signs, with a flicker of interest.  "Who are those people?" is what I imagine them thinking.  And the leaflets gave 
a clue to the answer, ("Imagine" the leaflets began.)  The leaflets were the perfect answer to that look of inter-
est.  They were small and not very dense (so didn't include all of the Seven Principles or someone's version of 
the elevator speech).  But I'm guessing they piqued curiosity of the "Nones" who answer that they are spiritual 
but not religious.  And, most importantly, the leaflets included our address and website, so people could find us 
or look us up if they wanted more information.  And Eileen says we have 
already had visitors come in on Sunday mornings with those leaflets in 
hand! 
  
So, we had fun together, we got a little exercise, we were part of our 
UCE community and our larger community, and we did a little prosely-
tizing along the way.  What a nice way to celebrate independence! 
  
- Dana Deane 
 
 

UCE T-Shirts on sale Sundays They’re not just for 4th of July anymore! Purchase a t-shirt to show 
your pride in our community! We have several sizes from children’s M up to XXXL. Shirts are $10 
each. Thanks – Eileen Wiviott ewiviott@hotmail.com.  

Photos By: Cathy Deamant 
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Please join the non fiction book group this coming year. 
Please feel free to come to any discussion - we meet on 
the 4th Sunday of the month after church. Here are the 
books we will be discussing: 
 
September:  The Achilles Heel by Michael J. Bakalis Har-
bridge Press, Woodridge Il.  ISBN 978-0-9830030-6-9 
(This may be difficult to get) 
 
October: Travels with Epicurus by Daniel Klein 
 
November: Some of my Best Friends are Black by Tanner 
Colby 
 
January: Why they Kill by Richard Rhodes 
 
Feb./March: The New Religious Intolerance by Martha 
Nussbaum 
 
April: Foodopoly by Wenonah Haute 
 
Questions:  contact John Poust at  
poustus@hotmail.com  

 

 
A weekend filled with nature, fresh air, swim-
ming, camp fires, good food and good times had 
by the camping crew from both UCE and fellow 
Unitarian Church, Countryside UU the weekend 
of July 12-14.  
 
 
This was the 5th year we have shared UCE’s 
countless years of camping fun with a fellow 
church and the numbers continue to grow each 
year!   

 
 
We encourage you and your family—whatever 
size, shape and number—to join us on this great 
trip each year!   
 
 
Any questions, call Liz Goodwin or Dale Griffin 
for the 411 on all the FUN! We plan early...so 
be ready! 

 

 

Recently Retired  
(But Never Retiring!) Women  

 
Any recently retired woman is warmly invited to at-
tend our group. We only just completed our first year, 
so this is a great opportunity to meet with us, al-
ways on the 4th Tuesday of the month. We usually 
meet from 5:30-7:00 in the back of the sanctuary to, 
first, enjoy a sumptuous potluck dinner.  
 
 
Afterwards, we have a participant-led discussion of an 
issue chosen by volunteer "leaders"  who will 
have emailed a short article or summary to the whole 
group ahead of time. At times, however, in order to 
facilitate even more camaraderie, we will change 
our routine and meet, for example, at a restaurant, at a 
movie, at an outdoor concert or at another venue.  
 
 
For more information, please email Margie Rogasner at  
mrogasner@yahoo.com. 
  

 

Non Fiction Book Group 
 

UCE Camping Trip 

Photos By: Chris Allender 
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Joys and Sorrows have been 
redacted to protect the  
privacy of our members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 
 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by sending items to the church 
office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.  
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We will be hosting four soup 
kitchens in September – the 4th, 
11th, 18th, and 25th. Sign ups will 
be on the Social Action bulletin 
board and on the website in Au-
gust. Prior to those meals we will 
be hosting a training session for 
anyone who helps those who are 
struggling with homelessness and 
hunger. The training held at UCE 
on August 28th from 7-9pm will 
feature Claire Astone, MSW and 
Mental Health Specialist for Con-
nections for the Homeless and Sue 
Murphy, Director of Interfaith Ac-
tion of Evanston and Administra-
tor of the Hospitality Center. This 
is an opportunity to reflect on 
how we encounter those who are 
dealing with the challenges of 
homelessness, hunger, and mental 
illness. Information or questions 
contact Eileen Wiviott  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. 

Our church serves the lunch-time 
meal at Second Baptist Church 
(1717 Benson St.) once a month 
over the summer. We usually feed 
about 100 people who might oth-
erwise not have lunch that day. 
Our final date for the summer is 
August 26. Please look for sign up 
sheets on the Social Action Bulle-
tin Board in the lobby at church or 
on the website under the volun-
teer tab. Contact Eileen Wiviott at 
ewiviott@hotmail.com with any 
questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our  
Giving House 

 
 
 

Our Giving House over the sum-
mer will be collecting crackers, cof-
fee and peanut butter for the Hos-
pitality Center at St. Mark’s.  
 
The Hospitality Center is run by 
Interfaith Action of Evanston, and 
more specifically, IFAE’s Executive 
Director and only full time staff, Sue 
Murphy.  
 
Every weekday of the year the Hos-
pitality Center is open from 7 – 11 
am to provide shelter, food, rest, 
and community to those who are 
struggling with homelessness.  

Serving with Dignity  
Training on August 28  

 

Update on "Daughters of Ayacucho" 
 

The Daughters of Ayacucho Educational Fund, a charity 
founded by Jillian Hirsch, granddaughter of Harry and Libby 
Hirsch, was a recipient of UCE's shared offering several years 
ago.  Jillian founded the Peruvian charity as a high school junior 
in Glenview seven years ago.  Sixteen girls from the Ayacucho 
orphanage have been helped so far with their college educa-
tion.  The educational foundation has also hired a coun-
selor who meets with the girls at the orphanage twice monthly 
to discuss progress and educational goals.  She analyses each 
girl’s needs as well as acting as a warm mother figure.   

 
UU Social Justice 
Summer Meeting 

 
Sunday, August 18, 

2-3:30 pm 
 
 

First Unitarian Church of  
Hobart, Indiana 

 
"Redeeming violence, Building peace, 

Sharing Truth" 
 
Dr. Sharon Welch, Maj. Mark Schem-
melpfenning. 
 
How we work together to heal the 
wounds of war, build for peace, cur-
rent developments. 
 
Carpool/direct ions: Gini Sayad 
(virsayad@gmail.com) 

Monday Lunch at  
Second Baptist 
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Throwing Things “Away”   
 

By Dick Whitaker 
 
A sub-group of the Green Sanctuary 
Committee is working to find addi-
tional ways of reducing, reusing, re-
cycling and composting within our 
building and in Evanston. Sandra 
Robinson is working with the team 
to support and implement those 
efforts. If you are interested in join-
ing that team, please contact 
Heather Brown at  
heathermbrown1970@sbcglobal.net. 
 
There are three new receptacles in 
Room 3 that provide a place to dis-
pose of trash, recycling and com-
post. New bins have been ordered 
that will live under the coat racks 
across from the bathroom where 
members and friends can recycle 
batteries, cell phones, printer car-
tridges, nylons and other items. 
More information will reach you on 
when you can begin to bring items 
for recycling.  
 
New, clear and attractive signage 
will accompany all receptacles within 
the church to make it easier for dis-
posing properly. 
 
Everything we use and discard is re-
cycled in one way or another.  Un-
der the UUA’s seventh principle 
“throwing something away” can’t be 
done.  “Away” is always somewhere, 
always part of an interconnected 
web.  A landfill isn’t “away,” it’s a 
municipal facility that must be main-
tained, that takes up ever increasing 
space, that is a source of air and wa-
ter pollution, and that will be with us 
for generations. 
  
We can do much to change the na-
ture of “away,” i.e. more effective 
recycling.  Programs in Chicago and 
the northern suburbs are evolving to 
minimize landfill.  They include a 

common list of materials that can be 
put in nearly all recycling containers.  
These containers are available for 
most residents, notable exceptions 
being some large apartments and 
condos and some areas of Chicago 
that don’t yet have “blue cart” recy-
cling.  
  
Paper and cardboard of most 
kinds excluding: paper plates, 
cups napkins, wax liners from 
boxes, or soiled pizza boxes!   
  
Metals such as aluminum and 
steel cans, empty aerosol spray 
cans, and clean aluminum foil 
and foil trays.   
Glass bottles and jars of all col-
ors, excluding: ceramic mugs, 
mirrors, light bulbs or window 
glass.   
 
Plastics.  Look on the bottom 
for a number.  Usually, all but 
#6 (expanded polystyrene) and 
plastic bags are recyclable.   
  
More complicated are guidelines for 
materials that should not be put in 
recycling containers or landfills.  
These include latex paint, household 
chemicals, fluorescent tubes, medi-
cines, batteries, and a number of 
other hazardous materials.  For 
more info on all of the above cate-
gories see Chicago Streets and Sani-
tation Dept. website below or call 
Swancc or your local village/city.  
<cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/
streets/supp_info/recycling1/
blue_cart_residentialrecyclingaccept
edmaterials.html>, or the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County website at <swancc.org/
index.php/recycling/frequently-asked
-questions>.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are listening! Part of the an-
nual grass-roots cycle is to listen to 
member churches such as UCE to 
identify issues of race and poverty 
that are important to our member-
ship.  You can be a part  of that by 
participating  in UCE’s listening cam-
paign this summer.  You may be 
asked to participate or you can con-
tact Eileen Wiviott to ask to partici-
pate. 
 
A fair tax petition is circulating in 
preparation for legislative work in 
the fall to allow a progressive in-
come tax in Illinois. 

Community Renewal  
Society this summer  

 
THE MARCH ON  

WASHINGTON FOR JOBS 
AND FREEDOM 

 
Celebrating a 50th Anniversary 

 
On August 23, 1963, a quarter of a 
million people gathered in the nation's 
capitol to demonstrate their support 
for civil rights and to share Dr. Martin 
Luther King's 'dream' for equality. His 
inspiring "I HAVE A DREAM" speech 
has been remembered and quoted 
through all these years. It has been the 
inspiration for racial justice and equal-
ity. 
 
In 1964, Congress passed the Civil 
Rights Act which ended segregation in 
public places, banned employment dis-
crimination based on race, color, relig-
ion, sex or national origin. It is the 
crowning achievement of the civil rights 
movement. 
 
This August, we remember how we 
were inspired 50 years ago. We ac-
knowledge there is more to do, but we 
have come a long way. 

News from  
Green Sanctuary 
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Introduction to Unitarian 
Universalism: Sunday, August 
18 (12-2pm) Newcomers to our 
church and our faith are invited to 
join us for a deeper understanding 
of Unitarian Universalism.  This 2 
hour session, led by Rev. Connie 
Grant and Membership Director, 
Eileen Wiviott, will provide an 
overview of Unitarian Universalist 
history, the seven principles of our 
faith, church governance, and how 
we live in beloved community.  It 
is designed for anyone who wants 
to know more about our UU faith, 
and is also the first step if you are 
considering membership at The 
Unitarian Church of Evanston. 
 
Orientation Toward Member-
ship (OTM): Saturday, August 
24, 9 am – noon What is the 
meaning of membership?  How 
will your life be different if you 
join UCE?  If you’ve been asking 
yourself these questions and have 
participated in an Intro to Unitar-
ian Universalism class, please con-
sider signing up for Orientation 
Toward Membership.  This 
class will address our various spiri-
tual journeys, the meaning of 
covenant, as well as UCE culture 
and programs. By the end of the 
session, you’ll have a good sense 
of the rewards and responsibilities 
of membership at the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston, and whether 
you’re ready to join.  
 
Please register for Intro to UU 
and/or OTM at the Guest & 
Member Services table in the 
lobby or contact Membership Di-
rector, Eileen Wiviott, at 847-864-
1330 x111 or  
ewiviott@hotmail.com.  Childcare 
will be provided upon request. 
 
 
 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  

Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

 

Religious Education 
Teacher Orientation 

 
Please mark your calendars:  Sat-
urday, September 7, 9 am-noon.  
For Religious Education teachers 
for pre-k  through eighth grade 
classes.  Together with our com-
munity of teachers, meet with 
Rev. Connie Grant and the Reli-
gious Education Board to share 
inspiration and ideas about class-
room management, to learn pro-
cedural information, and to plan 
together.   
 
RSVP to RE@ucevanston.org.  

 

 

 

Gathering the 
Waters 

 
 

At our worship service at 10:30 
am on Sunday, September 8, 
we’ll bring together the waters 
that symbolize where we have 
been and what we bring to this 
religious community.  
 
Please bring a vial of water from 
your travels near or far (or from 
your backyard).  This will be a 
worship service for all ages.  
 
Also, if you care to share a pho-
tograph from a trip you took this 
summer, please send that single 
photograph, with caption, to 
blortie@uuma.org for inclusion 
in a slideshow that will play dur-
ing our water communion ritual. 
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MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 
 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

 
 

“No institution can be good 
which does not tend to im-
prove the individual.” 

—Margaret Fuller 
 
 
Raised a Unitarian, Transcenden-
talist Margaret Fuller (1810-
1850) "possessed more influence 
on the thought of American 
women than any woman previous 
to her time" wrote Susan B. An-
thony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton in their 1881 “History of 
Woman Suffrage” 


