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Pledge Drive  
Kick-Off Cook-Off 

 
 

Please join us for the Pledge Drive Kick-Off 
with a COOK-OFF on Sunday, March 2 af-
ter both the 9 and 11am services. We wel-
come everyone to our table.  

  
Do you have a favorite chili or cookie recipe? We are seeking 10 chili en-
trants and 10 cookie entrants.  
 
Adults and children are all invited to enter. Would you 
like to be the UCE Kick-Off Cook-Off Champion? We 
will have a champion for each category (chili and cook-
ies) who will win a specially-made UCE Champion's 
apron. If you are interested in entering, contact Marty 
Flint at martygf@aol.com.  
 
The first 10 to complete their applications in each category will be the en-
trants. So contact Marty right away! 
  
Everyone gets to taste the different chilis and cookies, and then we will vote 
for our favorite. As we begin our 2015 Pledge Drive, we open our hearts, 
fill our tummies and prepare to assure the financial security of UCE. 
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Installation of Rev. Bret Lortie as Senior Minister  
 

 

Save the date! On March 15, 2014 at 7pm, we will have a special evening 
worship service to install the Rev. Bret Lortie as the Senior Minister of 
the Unitarian Church of Evanston. 
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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...  
 

Mission Accomplished, So Far!  
 

It’s hard to believe that only a month has passed since we added a second service on Sunday morning. From my 
perspective it’s been a smooth transition, and I’ve gotten feedback that members are enjoying their church ex-
perience and are satisfied overall with the change.  
 

There have been some surprises. One concern of mine was that the first service might not be well attended at first, and that it 
would feel empty. I’ve learned that “well attended” is subjective. While the 60 or so people who have regularly attended the first 
service certainly haven’t filled the room, a number of them have reported that the service has been special to them in other ways. 
First, that there is a sense of intimacy they didn’t expect. In a church our size, that feeling of closeness is something that is often 
lost. I’m glad that we’re able to capture that feeling for our early morning attendees. Second, several families have shared that they 
were able to attend church despite obligations that usually would have prevented them from coming. Third, more than a few Sun-
day School teachers have shared their gratitude for being able to serve in our religious education program and attend worship on 
the same Sunday.  
 

The surprise of the second service is that it feels, for me, like nothing has changed whatsoever. The seats are full. The choir wows 
us with their beautiful music. There is energy and vitality before and after the service as members, friends, and visitors gather into 
beloved community — expectant and ready to be transformed by our communal experience.  
 

In all, I complete this January with a sense of gratitude for this successful transition, but more, for your open hearts as we faced 
change together. There were questions, concerns, deep feelings and doubts — and throughout all of it we stuck together knowing 
that we all love this place and its work for a better world. We put our values of encouragement to spiritual growth and affirmation 
of the common good to the test. It’s good to know what we can do when we are curious, flexible, and focused.  
 

See you in church,  
 

Rev. Bret 

Rev. Bret Lortie 

  

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister for Lifespan Religious Education ...  
 

The sandwich generation 
 

Some of us, people of a certain age, find ourselves part of the “sandwich generation”:  caring for aging parents 
while still helping to launch our own children.  Parenting is a difficult job (“all joy and no fun” is the way one 
parent recently expressed this to me).  Caring for our own parents is harder still, in so many ways.  Both roles 
involve encouraging those we care for to do as much as they can for themselves, while trying to provide as 
much help as they need (but not more than they need). 
 

These days, I’ve been helping Aunt Norma, great aunt of my godchild, with a move from “independent living” to “assisted living.”  
While this has its logistical challenges, the greater challenge for Norma is emotional and spiritual.  Now 88, paraplegic since the 
age of 15 as the result of polio, Norma has been fiercely independent all her life.  She has moved 37 times.  In her younger days 
she relocated from Milwaukee to Albuquerque and then to Los Angeles, completely on her own.  Norma tells me that each time, 
she found employment in her professional field within a week of her arrival, having taken the risk of moving without having a job 
lined up.  This current move is undoubtedly the hardest. 
 

I remind myself of a prayer for “coming of age” that I wrote nearly twenty years ago.   
Creating, sustaining and transforming power: 
Help us to know our companions on the journey of life.  Help us to embrace life, sharing the lessons we learn along the way.  
Give us the strength to offer a hand to another who stumbles, and the strength too to accept the arm of another when our 
own steps falter. 
In youth, let us look to our elders with respect for their wisdom and experience, enjoying the newness of the world and look-
ing forward to our own fulfillment in maturity.  In age, let us appreciate the enthusiasm and innocence of the young, secure in 
ourselves but not complacent, holding on to the eagerness and creativity of youth. 
As we grow older, may we weather the sorrows and losses of life, holding on to the hopefulness of youth.  May we age with 
integrity, finding meaning in the journey and choosing the path that is right, that when we come to the end of our lives we may 
know peace in ourselves. 
At each stage of our lives, help us to work within our limitations to make the most of our freedoms, that we may be ever 
aware of life’s possibilities.  Amen. 
 

Keep the faith, 
 

Connie 

Rev. Connie Grant 



From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...  
 
 

 

Over the past month winter snow, ice and extreme temperatures have kept me busy. Keep-
ing the lot and sidewalks clean and ice free has been a challenge. Thank you to everyone 
who pitched in to shovel and spread salt in between passes by our snow removal provider.  
Chris Isely, Ryan Rogulich, Mike Goodwin and others were so helpful. Some of us were 

meeting congregants and guests assisting them to the building.  It takes a community when weather bears down 
on us continuously. 
 
UCE’s dynamic duo Martha Holman and Kristen Larsen and team have been working with staff to get flyers, 
letters, steward packets and other documents ready for the mailing prior to pledge drive kick-off. Thank you to 
Carli Magel for her skills and eye for detail on preparing documents. Chris Isely, Eileen Wiviott, Bret, Connie 
and I contributed our knowledge and guidance during the planning stages. Thank you to Ally Hunter for design, 
John and Linda LaPlante for organizing and managing stewards, Ann Peterson for continuity management, Janelle 
Brittain for steward training, and for all of you who have volunteered to be stewards. We are committed to a 
successful pledge drive “Making Room at the Table”. 
 
Jane Kenamore, Karen Courtright, Carol Nielsen, Chris Isely and I with the ministers  (ISC Budget Working 
Group) worked ardently to prepare the 2014/15 Fiscal Year Budget. This process reflected team spirit and will-
ingness to work together and compromise on specific areas of importance to the congregation toward our goal 
of a balanced budget + 1% reserve. You will have the opportunity to see this proposed budget and ask ques-
tions at Sunday’s Town Hall Meeting at 12:30 pm. 
 
A deep cleaning of the kitchen and reorganization of the major storage room was accomplished by Liz Ken-
nedy. Kathy Talmage does a remarkable job preparing food, serving, cleaning dishes, cups, countertops, etc.  
Many people use our kitchen and storage room and it easily becomes messy.  All who use the kitchen are smil-
ing now. 
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Mike Takada, President  

 
 

I’m hoping by the time you are reading this message, the January Freezes are but a distant mem-
ory to us all (but I’m not going to place any bets on it!). 
 
 

The Board of Trustees now has 6 months of experience working closely with Rev. Bret as our 
Senior Minister and we are pleased to report it has been nothing short of excellent! As one 
might expect, the initial period included a lot of careful listening and thoughtful conversations to thoroughly un-
derstand the governance structure at UCE. This richness of our dialogue helped staff and the board recognize that 
UCE continues to evolve into operating as a larger church organization. Board focus shifts away from constant 
monitoring and providing input into daily operations of the church and there are new opportunities for better 
clarity around these new distinctions specific to responsibilities. Our goal for the balance of the church year is to 
continue identifying these distinctions and document them thoroughly. 
 
 

In addition, the board is excited about prospects in the coming months to revisit what it really means and looks 
like for UCE to be “nurturing the human spirit for a world made whole.” This is a natural next step for UCE to 
explore with Rev. Bret, the staff and the UCE membership. Stay tuned for more details. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in church! 
 

Mike Takada 

Mike Takada 

Sandra Robinson 
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Sunday, February 2  
“Our Families” 
Families come in many shapes and 
sizes, and evolve through stages of 
life.  Members of some UCE families 
will help us explore the question 
“What makes a family?”  This is a 
worship service for all ages.  
 
Sunday, February 9   
“30 Days of Love”  
"Standing on the side of love" means 
working for justice wherever the 
rights of some are privileged over 
the rights of others. Now that mar-
riage equality in our state is on the 
horizon, where will we look next to 
help "bend the moral arc of the uni-
verse toward justice?" Rev. Bret Lor-
tie speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, February 16 
“Putting Ourselves on the Line” 
If Unitarian Universalism is a religion 
of “deeds, not creeds,” why does it 
matter—or does it matter?—
what  we individually and collectively 
“believe”? Rev. Connie Grant speak-
ing 
 
 
Sunday, February  23   
“A Funeral for the Church” 
What would happen if we had a fu-
neral for the church? Would life just 
go on, or would we lose something 
important? Rev. Lucas Hergert, a life-
long Unitarian Universalist and minis-
ter in California, will preach this 
morning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 2 - “Letting 
Crime Data Tell the Story” 
Guest speaker UIC Professor Emeri-
tus of Criminology, Law, and Justice 
Michael Maltz is an authority on map-
ping crime in the community setting. 
He says he “plays with crime data” 
and will show us how he uncovers 
patterns mainly using data visualiza-
tion techniques. Discussion leader: 
Brenda Russell Cooksey. 
 
Sunday, February 9 - “Making 
Sense of Income Disparity” 
In 1915, an era in which the Rocke-
fellers and Carnegies dominated 
American industry, the richest 1 per-
cent of Americans earned roughly 18 
percent of all income. By 2007, de-
spite the implementation of varying 
levels of graduated income taxes, 
minimum wage laws, the G.I. Bill, la-
bor unions, and various direct and 
indirect welfare programs, the top 1 
percent account for 24 percent of all 
income. We’ll discuss whether or 
not income disparity is a problem 
that requires concerted action and, if 
so, what actions are likely to do 
more good than harm. Discussion 
leader: Larry Jordan 
 
Sunday, February 16 -  “The Many 
Faces of Judaism” 
Guest speaker Barbara Bennett, a 
former Reformed cantor, will lead us 
through various Jewish Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox movements, from 
ultraconservative groups to more 
recently developing Jewish Humanist 
congregations. All Jews, regardless of 
the ways in which they celebrate 
their religion, adhere to common 
values of monotheism, charity, and 
recognition of their being a part of 
the universal Jewish community. Dis-
cussion leader: Jim Kepler. 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 23 - “The  
Metastasis of Economic Hate” 
"In spite of all the talk about postra-
cial America, evidence abounds . . . of 
structural racism. Fifty years after 
civil rights, 150 years after the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, and during the 
first black presidency, white Ameri-
cans currently hold at least 19 times 
the wealth of African Americans,”  
Pamela Brown wrote in “Metastasis . 
. . .” Our discussion will build on Feb. 
9’s topic “Making Sense of Income 
Disparity.” Discussion leader: Jill 
Donovan. 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICES    

9 am and 11 am 

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 
GROUP  

9:30 - 10:30 am 

 

YOGA ON  
SUNDAYS 

 
Join us Sunday morning for hatha 
yoga, 8:00 – 8:55am.  Yoga tradi-
tions bring awareness to your 
health: breathing in vitality, letting 
go of tension and tightness. Yoga at 
UCE is designed to reduce stress, 
bring relaxation, increase range of 
motion, and find balance – restora-
tive yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga before, 
this is your opportunity. Drop in, 
wear comfortable clothing for 
stretching, and try it. Yoga is 
learned by doing. Community yoga 
mats provided if needed.  For more 
information, contact Doug Erickson, 
thinkactlove@gmail.com or Jessica 
Tomell-Presto,  
prestomgk@comcast.net 

 

Artists of all types, 
help us know who 
you are by filling out 
our online survey, 
posted on the church 

website, 
ucevanston.org. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are very happy to announce 
that 2013 was a banner year for 
UCE’s Endowment Fund! Over 55 
individuals contributed to the 
Fund, and these contributions, 
combined with upward trends in 
the investment world, led the 
Fund to break a $200,000 “sound 
barrier” in November. The De-
cember 31 total is still being final-
ized. In 2014, our Board of Trus-
tees may request up to five per-
cent of that amount for special 
needs or projects outside normal 
operations. We look forward to 
their request! 
 
A record seven members joined 
the Nellie Brough Society last year 
by including UCE in their estate 
plans. And, the Endowment trus-
tees approved a 2013 expenditure 
of $2,600 to build a new board to 
hold nametags. 
 
Endowment dollars help “Keep 
UCE” strong and vibrant by sup-
porting things that the church 
could not otherwise afford. A big 
“thank you” to all who have 
helped achieve this milestone – 
and to those who will help propel 
us to the next.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Do Your Boots Have Huge Holes? 
Are Your Blankets Covered with 
Dog Hair? Does Your Soup Pot, 
Inside, Have a Permanent Ring? 
And--Has It Been Too Cold to 
Shop? What To Do?? 
 

THINK RUMMAGE!!! 
 
Write the Dates on Your Calen-
dars NOW! 
 
Set Up: Sunday, April 27 
through Thursday, May 1 

 
Sale: Friday, May 2 and  
Saturday, May 3 

 
Fabulous Pre-Sale--ONLY FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
Incredible Daily Lunches--ONLY 
FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 
Amazing Party--ONLY FOR  
VOLUNTEERS 
 
Developing Lifelong Friends--
ONLY FOR EVERYONE 
 
Recycling (and Cleaning Out) 
Household Stuff--ONLY FOR 
EVERYONE 
 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Maggie Wilson 
(manddwilson@msn.com) or 
Nancy Lee 
(nlee1215@sbcglobal.net) 
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News from the  
Endowment Committee 

 

By Barb Butz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come to the Rosemary Zwick Night 
of the Arts Saturday, February 8 
from 6-9pm. The sanctuary will be 
filled with people of all ages enjoying 
a variety of art projects.  Some pro-
jects will be individual for taking 
home, and some will be group pro-
jects for display.  Make a valentine 
for your honey, make an artistic 
creation to take home, enjoy music 
and noshes, and ward off the winter 
blahs.  It may be cold outside, but 
we’ll keep it warm and cozy inside 
making art. The cost is $5.00 per 
person, or $15.00 per family. If you 
have any questions or want more 
information contact Johna or Will 
Van Dyke  at  
j o h n a v a n d y k e@ gm a i l . c o m , 
willvd@sbcglobal.net. 

 

UCE SONIC  
COLLABORATION 

 
 

Contribute a recorded musical 
"sample," which will be melded into 
a sonorous unity, to be presented 
on Music Sunday, April 27. 
 

Vocal, instrumental, and electronic 
submissions can be recorded at the 
church or at home. 
 

Musical parameters will be distrib-
uted in print. 
 

See Music Director, Bart Bradfield. 
 

Deadline March 15 



Page 6 - MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

On Sunday, February 2, we will dis-
cuss the preliminary budget for 2014
-15.  The time is right after church 
and well before the Super Bowl! 
 
Stewardship reports that they are 
ready for the Kick Off party on Sun-
day, March 2.  Be ready with your 
favorite recipe for chili or cookies!  
Those of us with only appetites will 
be especially lucky, since we will 
taste and vote for the yummiest.  
Prizes will be presented to the cham-
pions in both categories.  Pledging 
will continue through Sunday, March 
30. 
 
Pat Ulmer, on behalf of the Endow-
ment Fund, reports that the fund has 
topped the $215,000 mark.  They 
recently approved funds for an at-
tractive nametag board (2013) and 
for Rev. Lortie's upcoming installa-
tion. 
 
Our fall fundraising was quite suc-
cessful.  Serendipity brought in nearly 
$26,000 -- our budgeted goal -- and 
the Junior Mance concert will net 
about $3,000.  The rummage sale will 
boost numbers in the spring, and 
we're planning an additional concert 
on May 24. 

 

 
Room 3 was buzzing with energy last 
month as 14 people practiced the 
important arts of empathic listening 
and gentle confrontation at the 
CRT's recent workshop "We Can 
Work It Out: Constructive Conflict 
as Part of Healthy Engagement."    
 
We were delighted with the positive 
feedback we received (all evaluation 
forms rated the workshop as 
"excellent") and with the suggestion 
that we consider offering a Part 2 to 
allow more role playing of different 
situations.  We thank all those who 
participated and will be discussing 
your suggestions and incorporating 
them into our future plans.   
 
A reminder that the CRT is available 
to consult to any members of the 
UCE community who are experienc-
ing conflict or relationship difficulties 
with another member of the congre-
gation.  We are also happy to pre-
sent our workshop to any church 
group upon request.   
 
For more information please contact 
C a r l a  L e o n e - S a n d s  a t 
carla.leone10@gmail.com or any 
member of the CRT. 

 

 
 

 
Covenant Groups   

 
Are you interested in joining a 
covenant group? A new cove-
nant group is beginning, which 
will meet on the 2nd Wednes-
days of the month, 7-9pm and 
there are openings in a Tuesday 
evening group as well. Cove-
nant groups provide a way to 
deepen connection and foster 
spiritual growth. Please contact 
Eileen Wiviott at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com for 
more details. 

 
UCE Annual Choir Festival 

 
Beat the winter blues and the snow 
report news! 
 
Church members will have the 
unique opportunity to hear four lo-
cal choirs, including ours, in one up-
lifting afternoon event. We 
are holding our Annual Choir Festi-
val on February 9, 2014, 4:00pm 
at the church.  
 
The Evanston Children’s Choir, the 
Baha'I Temple Choir, the First 
United Methodist Church of Evans-
ton Chamber Choir, and our 
own Unitarian Church of Evanston 
Choir will each perform separate 
works and then come together in 
glorious collective song. 
 
A free will offering will be taken to 
benefit a local charitable organiza-
tion. Please plan to join us! 

News from the Integrated 
Stewardship Committee 

 

By Jane Kenamore 

 

Star Trekkers 
 
Please join Star Trek group on 
Friday 2/14 (Valentine's day) at 
7:30, and go where your heart 
has not gone before. 
 
Questions: contact John Poust 
poustus@hotmail.com. 

News from the  
Congregational Relations 

Team 

 

By Carla Leone– Sands 
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Gender 101 
 

Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, and 25 at 7pm 
 
Gender 101 is an introduction to Gender and Trans-
gender issues and concerns, exploring current debates 
related to gender identity and expression in an open and 
questioning environment.  The sessions build upon each 
other and introduce basic concepts within gender theory, 
scientific research, and queer theory using a lens of both 
cultural and religious traditions.   
 
Special guests within the Chicago transgender community 
will be included in the later sessions for more in-depth 
question and answer sessions.   
 
Presented by Rev. Rachelle Brown, who is ordained with 
Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC).  Rev. Brown 
holds a Master of Divinity degree from Eden Theological 
Seminary and Master of Communications from Missouri 
State University, and is a current PhD Candidate at Chi-
cago Theological Seminary.  Her teaching and research 
focuses on North American religious traditions, using a 
queer lens to investigate the historiography of modern 
religious thought and practices.  A chapter of her theo-
logical work recently appeared in the book Queering Chris-
tianity: Finding a Place at the Table for LGBTQI Christians. 
 
 
 

Empowering Women Around the World  
 

Tuesdays, March 4, 11 and 18 at 7pm 
 
We will be using, as a guide, a book by New York Times' 
journalists, Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn: Half the 
Sky, Turning Oppression Into Opportunity for Women World-
wide. Each chapter refers to one organization working to 
empower women.  
 
Participants will be invited to choose and report on one 
of those chapters/organizations.  
 
A small bit of online research may be necessary, though 
will not be required. Included will be a Skype interview to 
India, regarding work done with tribal women, with the 
possibility of another Skype interview with a member of 
the Unitarian Church in Bloomington, Indiana who is 
working with tribal women in Kenya.  
 
Stay tuned for more information. Margie Rogasner 
(mrogasner@yahoo.com) 

Our Second and Third-Fourth Grade classes took a field 
trip to the Evanston Ecology Center on Sunday, January 
26.  We started out learning about the different types of 
snowflakes, which form in particular ways due to tem-
perature and humidity. The lesson continued outside, 
where kids collected snowflakes on black paper and used 
magnifying glasses to identify the different types. Back in-
side a dark Ecology Center, Parent Laurence Audenaerd 
used a globe and flashlight to demonstrate what causes us 
to have winter in our part of the world. Students Liam, 
Olivia, and Jonas Bahrmasel, who lived for a year in Chile, 
talked about their experience of seasons in the Southern 
Hemisphere, where everything is reversed! Ecology Cen-
ter staff member Clare Alden taught us about how ani-
mals respond to winter. We talked about hibernation, 
examined different types of animal pelts, and did an ex-
periment involving putting our hands in a bowl of snow—
one hand bare, and the other protected by Crisco in a 
baggie)—to experience how blubber helps animals stay 
warm through the winter.  Parent Mike Drennan, who 
organized the trip, talked about how trees and plants re-
spond to light and seasons, stretching their branches and 
growing leaves, and compared this to how people respond 
to warmth and love: we need it to help us get through 
cold times. 
 
As part of their study of “Neighboring Faiths,” our Sev-
enth and Eighth Grade class learns about other religious 
traditions and visits local houses of worship.  On Friday 
evening, December 20, members of the class with their 
teachers and chaperones ventured through ice and snow 
to the Zen Buddhist Temple for a specially-arranged hour 
of instruction and meditation.  The monk who was in 
charge discussed the life of the Buddha, explained the ba-
sics of meditation and the idea of trying to remain calmly 
in the present, and then class members tried it out for 
about fifteen minutes.  Students then had the opportunity 
to ask questions about the experience and value of the 
practice of meditation. 
 
On January 19, members of the class attended a Sunday-
morning service at St. Nicholas Parish. The class was wel-
comed warmly by the congregation, and after the mass, by 
the visiting priest, Father James Halstead, who is the chair 
of the Religious Studies Department at DePaul Univer-
sity.  The congregation was multicultural, and the message 
during the homily concerned Jesus, Martin Luther King, 
and the struggle for justice in the world.   

 

 

Adult Religious Education Children’s Religious Education News 
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Joys and Sorrows have been redacted to protect the privacy of our members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by send-
ing items to the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at 
ucevanston.org/members section.  



 
Meetings with Local Legislators  

 
Community Renewal Society (CRS) is a pro-
gressive, faith-based organization that works with 
people and communities to address racism and pov-
erty. Our congregation has a team of members who 
work with CRS to support their platform in various 
ways, including meeting with our local legislators 
about the social justice issues we care about. Several 
UCE members who are leaders in the Community 
Renewal Society, along with Rev. Bret met with legis-
lators recently, including State Senators Biss and 
Steans and Representatives Gabel, Fine and 
Cassidy.  Before we met with legislators, we were 
prepped by a professional organizer. We asked for 
their support on several issues and invited them to 
come to the Martin Luther King Day of Faith in Ac-
tion January 20th to publicly voice their support. Rev. 
Bret and 40 other UCE folks participated in this 800-
person service/ celebration/ accountability session 
with legislators at Kingdom Baptist Church in Chi-
cago.  Here’s what we are striving to accomplish in 
the next few months as part of this year’s platform 
for the Community Renewal Society (CRS), based on 
membership input: 
  
 

• Urge lawmakers to pass legislation to end the ab-
solute, lifetime bar on employment in certain fields 
for people with criminal records. 

• Oppose any new legislation to expand mandatory 
minimums or enhance Illinois’ already harsh sentenc-
ing policies. 

• As part of the A Better Illinois coalition, campaign 
for a fair tax, including a graduated income tax, to 
adequately fund education and other vital services 
without putting additional burdens on those least 
able to afford it. 

• Call on Cook County to fund Restorative Justice 
Peace Hubs by diverting funds from punitive systems 
through reduction of the prison population for non-
violent offenses. 

• Urge the Illinois General Assembly to reduce the 
maximum time a person can be held before a prelimi-
nary hearing from 30 days to 10 days, as in many 
other states. 
 

 
Talking with our local representatives about issues 
we care about is an empowering way to live our val-
ues. We do not need to be experts in policy matters, 
just citizens who care. If you would like to learn 
more about meeting with our local representatives 
on important social justice issues or other ways you 
can help with these efforts, contact Dale Griffin 
dalecgriffin@comcast.net, or any one of the CRS 
team reps: Dennis Wilson, Steve Serikaku, Doug 
Erickson, Shirley Adams, Jackie Seaman, Margaret 
Shaklee, or Eileen Wiviott. 
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News from the Community Renewal Society 

 
Passover Seder 

 
Save-the-Date:  Join us as we celebrate a fes-
tive Passover Seder together on the evening 
of April 18, 2014!  Sponsored by the Reli-
gious Education Board. 

 

Are you participating in 
our 30 Days of Love? 
Share your experiences on 
our Facebook page or 
Twitter feed. Tell us how 
you are standing on the 
side of love and justice. 
Are you finding the activi-
ties we suggest meaningful, 
or coming up with your 
own ideas?  
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Sunday, February 16th at 5:30 p.m. at the Hilton Or-
rington Hotel. This year, the Unitarian Church of 
Evanston honors Margaret Shaklee and Hillis 
Howie as our Vision Keepers.  
 

Margaret and Hillis keep UCE’s Vision and have 
done so for years by coordinating hospitality, making 
nametags, leading the high school group, running the 
sound system for Sunday morning services and other 
events, archiving our history (Margaret created the 
“UCE Takes a Stand Video” on our website), and in 
countless other ways they continue to carry our vi-
sion out into the world. Join us in honoring Margaret 
and Hillis by coming to the dinner.  
 

Tickets are $75 and proceeds support Interfaith Ac-
tion of Evanston’s ongoing programs at the Hospital-
ity Center for the Homeless, local soup kitchens, 
and winter warming centers. Please make your 
check out to IAE and give it to Chris Isely at church 
(by mail or in the church office) by February 2nd so 
that we can seat our members together at the din-
ner. If you have any questions, please contact Eileen 
Wiviott at 847-864-1330 x111 or  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. 
 

 
Our Giving House for the 
month of February is col-
lecting socks and boxer 
shorts. Please bring your 
generous donations and put 
them in the little pink house 

by the front door. Your donations will be matched 
by: the Susan Carlton Covenant Group.  Donations 
will be given to Connections for the Homeless. 
Thank you for your generosity. The Giving House is 
sponsored by the Food and Shelter Team. 
 
Thank you to Janet Hartman, Susan Comstock and 
Mark Rolfes,  Karen and Steve Courtright, and Clara 
Walker for sponsoring in January.  
 
If you have questions or are interested in sponsoring 
the Giving House please contact Clara Walker at 
walker.clara@yahoo.com. Sponsors are needed for 
April and May. 

Saturday Morning Kids Time  
February 15, from 9:45 – 12:15pm  

 

Volunteers from UCE meet with children living at 
the Jonquil Hotel of Good News Partners once a 
month for crafts, activities and cooking. If you’d like 
to volunteer, please sign up on the website under 
the volunteer tab or contact Eileen Wiviott  
ewiviott@hotmail.com for details. 
 

 
Standing on the Side of  

Love Party  
 

Friday, February 14 from  6-9pm  
 

Wear your Standing on the Side of Love Shirts or 
dress as if you’re going to the prom you always wish 
you had. Express yourself! Bring a dish to share 
for a lovely potluck.  
 
We’ll dance, play games, have a fun photo booth and 
an open mic where you can share a love song, a love 
poem, or the story of how you met your love.  
 
This is an event for all ages – a Valentine’s Party for 
EVERYONE! 

Happy Birthday Charlie Lunch  
 

Sunday, February 9 at noon 
 
Celebrate the birthday of Charles 

Darwin at UCE with a lunch sponsored by the Green Sanc-
tuary Committee.  
 

A mostly organic, locally grown, and/or vegetarian lunch will 
be served.  
 

The cost is $8 for adults, $6 for kids, $15 for a family.  
 

 

 

Interfaith Action of Evanston Annual Vision 
Keepers Dinner 

 

Rainbow Alliance Dining Club 
 
The next outing for the Rainbow Alliance Dining Club 
will be on February 15 when we have brunch at 
Tweet!   
 
We will meet at Big Chick’s while we wait for tables.   
 
Please join us – both venues are at 5024 N. Sheridan 
Rd in Chicago.  
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Common Threads, the UCE knit-
ting group, will meet on February 
4 at 10am and February 25 at 
7:00pm.  We meet on the first 
Tuesday at 10:00am and the 
fourth Tuesday at 7:00pm every 
month, usually in Room 2.  We 
make little hats and blankets for 
preemies and shawls for people 
who we think would like a hand-
knitted care shawl.  Sometimes, 
we also work on our own pro-
jects.  We have a huge stash of 
donated yarn, needles, and direc-
tions, as well as people who can 
help you improve your knitting 
skills.  Mark the dates on your 
calendar.  See you there. 
 

The Mitten Tree was an astound-
ing success and we are grateful to 
everyone who donated. Without 
your generosity, this yearly ven-
ture would not be possible.  
 
We received donations from 123 
individuals or families and 17 visi-
tors. We donated to 7 agencies. 
We donated 913 items including 
367 food items,  32 gift cards to 
be used for food, 85 bottles 
of  cleaning supplies, 30 mops and 
brooms, 20 cleaning buckets, 16 
sponges, 7 specialty tools, 7 gift 
cards for builders, 5 bedding 
items, 20 housewares items 
(dishes, pots, utensil, knives), 5 gift 
cards for New Life Shelter Transi-
tions, 6 gift cards for UCAN, 6 
Stockings for young adults,  4 
gloves and scarf sets; 3 toys for 
infants, 6 Lego sets, 9 sports gear, 

18 electronics, 11 clothing items, 
17 games/books/art supplies, 5 
movies, 3 home furnishings, 84 
hygiene products, 17 stuffed ani-
mals, 30 key chains, 15 packs of 
pens and pencils, 10 packs of col-
ored pencils, and various stocking 
stuffers for 15 children. I know we 
helped make the holiday season 
happier for many people. We 
served over 60 people with these 
donations.  
 
Thanks to Alice Swan who 
stepped in as a new co-chair to 
make mittens, lists, and sort pre-
sents. Thanks to her family and 
the Presto family for sorting gifts 
and food. Other volunteers in-
cluded Laura Nelson, Jackie Sea-
man, Jeanne Kerl, Cindy Sammons 
and her family, Judith Ramey, Lynn 
Kendall, and Ellen Rieger. Special 
thanks for the persons who made 
deliveries this year—Martha 
Holman, Chris Peters, Lynn Kend-
all and Brian Nielsen. It really 
helps to have many drivers to get 
our Mitten Tree offerings to the 
agencies.  If I have forgotten 
someone, we are grateful for your 
help.  
 
We always welcome new volun-
teers. Write Carol Nielsen  
carolsnielsen@sbcglobal.net today 
and she will contact you next fall 
and help you decide what you 
would like to do help make the 
Mitten Tree successful in 2014. 
We are so pleased that we have 
been able to sustain this program 
for over 25 years. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Carol Nielsen 

 
 
 

 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  Ken-

nedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

 

Common 
Threads 

Mitten Tree was a success! 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Printed on paper with 50% recycled content.  
Please recycle.                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 
 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

UCE is on Twitter and  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 

@ucevanston 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Search for “Unitarian Church of 
Evanston” on facebook or visit  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
U n i t a r i a n - C h u r c h - o f -
Evanston/340225191437  


