
 

January 
2014 

 

New Sunday Schedule Starting January 5 
 

8:00 - 8:55am  Yoga 

9:00 - 12:15pm  Nursery Childcare 

9:00 - 10:00am   Worship Service 

9:00 - 10:15am  Pre-K-6th Grade Religious Education 

9:30 - 10:30am  Crackerbarrel 

9:30 - 10:45am  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 - 10:45am  Coffee and Bagels 

11:00 - 12:00pm   Worship Service 

11:00 - 12:15pm   Pre-K-8th Grade Religious Education 

11:00 - 12:15pm  Senior High Youth Group 

12:00 - 1:00pm  Coffee and Bagels 

 

There are three available slots for scheduled meetings on Sunday morning.  
 
 
9:00 - 10:30am 
10:45 - 12:15pm 
12:30 - 2:30pm 
 
 
If you would like to schedule a meeting for your group, please contact Carli 
Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org at least a week prior to your meeting date. 

 
UCE is on Twitter and 

Facebook! 
 

 
 
 
 
@ucevanston 

 
 

Search for “Unitarian Church 
of Evanston” on facebook or 
visit  
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Unitarian-Church-of-
Evanston/340225191437  
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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...  
 

Installation, March 15 
 
Looking ahead to 2014, one date in particular shines bright for me: the date I am formally 
"installed" as your senior minister. I like that our process is such a deliberate one, from the search 
process and call, through our first "getting to know each other" months, and finally arriving at the 

installation ceremony to "cinch the deal." 
 
Some ministers like to schedule installations in the fall. I think waiting until after we have settled in provides a bet-
ter perspective to truly savor the moment. It's bucking convention a bit, but just a bit. 
 
I'm also bucking convention by who I'm inviting to preach and speak. The convention is to invite a lot of out of 
town preachers and speakers, even to "show off" all the people we know. I thought a lot about this and decided to 
invite all local folks in order to celebrate the Chicago area connections I hope to foster in my ministry. The Rev. 
Alan Taylor of Unity Temple will preach, and speakers from throughout our great city and region will share their 
local vision of Unitarian Universalism. This reflects the deep connections I will deepen in the coming years.  The 
larger connections are essential, too, but March 15 should prove a true celebration of the unique traditions, chal-
lenges, and hopes we share in Chicago and the North Shore. 
 
Bret 

Rev. Bret Lortie 

  

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister for Lifespan Religious Education ...  
 

Telling Stories 
 

It is said that human beings were created because God loves stories.  To me this means not only that hu-
man beings tell stories, but that human beings are stories. 
 
I love stories, but I am not a storyteller.  In the congregational record that was created before I was called 
five years ago, one of the expected qualifications was that the prospective minister be a good storyteller.  I 
was pretty sure I could meet all of the other requirements, but I wasn’t so sure about that one.  I admire storytellers, but in 
general I prefer to read rather than tell a story for two main reasons: first, I’m always afraid that I’ll forget an important point 
of the plot in my telling; and second, the particular language that a writer uses is often at least as important to me as the 
plot. 
 
The search committee asked me to tell a story at my interview.  “I have a story for you,” I told them, “But I’m not a story-
teller.”  “You mean you don’t do hats and funny voices?” asked my prospective colleague, Barbara Pescan.  “Exactly,” I re-
plied. 
 
I then told them this one:  
 

There once was a town where an old woman used to sit by the side of the road outside the city gates.  A traveler came 
down the road and said to the old woman, “I’m looking for a new place to live.  Can you tell me what things are like in 
this town?”  And the old woman said to the traveler, “First, tell me what things are like in the town that you come 
from.”  The traveler replied, “The people there are rude, unhelpful, unfriendly, and generally unpleasant to be around.”  
And the old woman replied, “I think you’ll find people here to be much the same.”  And the traveler continued down the 
road. 
 

Then another traveler came down the road and said to the old woman, “I’m looking for a new place to live.  Can you tell 
me what things are like in this town?”  And the old woman said to the traveler, “First, tell me what things are like in the 
town that you come from.”  The traveler replied, “The people there kind, helpful, friendly, and generally pleasant to be 
around.”  And the old woman replied, “I think you’ll find people here to be much the same.”  And the traveler stayed. 

 

I’m still glad to be here …. 
 

Connie 

Rev. Connie Grant 



From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...  
 
 

 

 
A year filled with richness at UCE. Happy New Year! 
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Mike Takada, President  

 
 
 

Can anyone help me figure out how 2013 disappeared so quickly and so seemingly abruptly? I’m guessing 
it’s because 2013 was in fact an exciting time for us at UCE what with all the changes throughout practi-
cally each and every month of the year! If your memories are a bit hazy, I suggest going back through 
past newsletters for the various details to see all that we’ve accomplished. 
 
It doesn’t appear that the pace is going to slow down in the New Year but that’s a wonderful thing for UCE. The holiday 
season once again found our sanctuary and classrooms bursting with energy and joy. The staff and lay leadership are excited 
about the additional Sunday service and we appreciate all the support and assistance everyone’s provided towards making 
the upcoming transition a success. 
 
From the Board’s perspective, we are entering an important part of the church year in that a dedicated group of individuals 
from the Integrated Stewardship Committee, Board, staff and congregation are focused on preparing a 2014/15 budget that 
best serves us in meeting UCE’s goals and aspirations. I strongly encourage everyone to join the conversations at the up-
coming town hall meetings where we’ll discuss the budget process as well see a fully-funded budget based on everyone’s 
budget requests for future programs and expenses. The process culminates with approval of the budget at the Annual Meet-
ing in May but it is important we hear your thoughts and input during the coming weeks and months! 
 
I look forward to seeing you in church. 
 

Mike Takada 

Mike Takada 

Sandra Robinson 
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Sunday, January 5  
"Let There Be Light With Fire 
Communion” 
Throughout the season of Advent, 
we've talked and explored the idea of 
light and hope emerging from the 
dark of the year. Now that the sea-
son has passed and the New Year is 
here, what does the light teach us? 
Has Hope arrived? On this Sunday 
we will also share a Ritual of the 
Burning Bowl. Rev. Bret Lortie and 
Rev. Connie Grant speaking. 
 
Sunday, January 12  
"More Often Than Not: Spiritual 
Practice for Liberal Practitioners" 
Better than making new resolutions 
that are seldom kept, by renewing a 
commitment to those practices 
which already embolden our faith we 
find strength and constancy in our 
lives. Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 
 
Sunday, January 19  
"Let Freedom Ring: Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 2013" 
When in seminary Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., considered throwing in his 
lot with the Unitarians. Ultimately, he 
doubted that he could build the coa-
litions he wanted from within our 
liberal faith tradition. Looking back at 
the legacy of struggle and redemp-
tion from the Civil Rights Era, what 
lessons can we draw for today? Rev. 
Bret Lortie speaking. 
 
Sunday, January 26 
"A Chicago Dream: Unitarian Uni-
versalism Today and Tomorrow" 
As a percentage of total population, 
Unitarian Universalists are woefully 
underrepresented in the Chicago 
area. What will it take to create a 
visible and united movement of lib-
eral faith in Chicago? 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, January 5  
“Whose truth? Whose reality? 
Whose justice?” 
What’s important is thinking for 
one’s self, having one’s own ideas, 
regardless of their truth. What’s 
right for one person may not be right 
for another.  Each of us has a right to 
believe what we choose to believe. 
“Beauty is in the eye of the be-
holder”; so are truth and goodness. 
“To each his own.” “When in 
Rome....” “Man is the measure of all 
things.” Reason, logic, and science 
are just the brain drippings of dead, 
Western European, linear thinking 
White men. “Nothing is written in 
stone.” If you believe the preceding, 
you may just be a relativist and a sub-
jectivist to boot. Discussion leader: 
John Tobin. 
 
Sunday, January 12  
“Crackerbarrel’s Place in the UCE 
Community”  
What is Crackerbarrel’s place going 
forward with UCE’s adoption of a a 
two-service Sunday format? Should 
we consider a Forum following the 
second service? Should our sched-
uled topics appeal to a larger seg-
ment of the church community? Dis-
cussion leader: Jim Kepler and Con-
nie Grant. 
 
Sunday, January 19   
“The Many Faces of Islam” 
Less divided than Christianity and 
Judaism, Islam possesses a variety of 
adherents ranging all the way from 
ultraconservative to Cultural Muslim 
Humanists. Sunni, Shia, and Ahmadi-
yya Islam along with Sufism make up 
the basic “denominations” of the re-
ligion, but, as with other faiths, there 
are also variant sects with defined 
cultures and practices. The one fac-
tor common among all is belief in the 
Five Pillars of Islam. Discussion 
leader: Irv Badr. 

Sunday, January 26 
“The Butterfly of Happiness” 
Arthur C. Brooks in his recent New 
York T imes art i c l e  wrote , 
“Happiness has traditionally been 
considered an elusive and evanescent 
thing. To some, even trying to 
achieve it is an exercise in futility. It 
has been said that ‘happiness is as a 
butterfly which, when pursued, is 
always beyond our grasp, but which, 
if you will sit down quietly, may alight 
upon you.’ Social scientists have 
caught the butterfly. After 40 years 
of research, they attribute happiness 
to three major sources: genes, 
events and values. Armed with this 
knowledge and a few simple rules, 
we can improve our lives and the 
lives of those around us. We can 
even construct a system that fulfills 
our founders’ promises and empow-
ers all Americans to pursue happi-
ness. Discussion leaders: Scot Camp-
bell and Gordon Mallett. 
 
 
 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICES    

9 am and 11 am 

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 
GROUP  

9:30 - 10:30 am 

 

YOGA ON  
SUNDAYS 

 
Join us before the Sunday morning 
worship service for hatha yoga, 8:00 – 
8:55am.  Yoga traditions bring aware-
ness to your health: breathing in vital-
ity, letting go of tension and tightness. 
Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce 
stress, bring relaxation, increase range 
of motion, and find balance – restora-
tive yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga before, 
this is your opportunity. Drop in, wear 
comfortable clothing for stretching, and 
try it. Yoga is learned by doing. Com-
munity yoga mats provided if needed.  
For more information, contact Doug 
Erickson, thinkactlove@gmail.com or 
Jessica Tomell-Presto,  
prestomgk@comcast.net 



 

 
ENDOWMENT  
NEWS FLASH! 

 
Wow! Congratula-
tions to Alma and 

Dave Woods on their 50th anniver-
sary!  Over $3000 was contributed 
to the Endowment Fund from 
friends, family, and neighbors at the 
request of Alma and Dave.  Contri-
butions poured in to honor this spe-
cial event in their life! 
 

Maybe you would like to honor a 
friend or family member or a special 
event in your life by contributing to 
our church's endowment. It is easy. 
Checks marked the UCE Endowment 
or credit cards processed through 
the church website will go to the en-
dowment. If you have questions, 
please talk to any member of the 
committee. We would love to talk to 
you!  Pat Ulmer, Jim Clark, Kevin 
O'Connor, Barb Butz, Will Van Dyke, 
Ally Hunter, Dale Griffin, Martin 
Dawson, Elaine  Zacny, or Kay Gibbs
-Novy. 

The annual Rosemary Zwick Night of 
the Arts this year is Saturday, Febru-
ary 8 from 6-9pm.  
 

The late Rosemary Zwick was UCE’s 
artist in residence who did the lovely 
mural in Room 3, the chalice we light 
every Sunday, and the ceramic mural 
in the foyer.   
 

The sanctuary will be filled with peo-
ple of all ages enjoying a wide variety 
of art projects.  Some projects will be 
individual for taking home, and some 
will be group projects for display or 
sharing.   
 

Make a valentine for your honey, en-
joy music and noshes, and ward off 

the winter blahs.  It may be cold out-
side, but we’ll keep it warm and cozy 
inside making art and celebrating.  
 

The cost is $5.00 per person, or 
$15.00 per family.  If you are inter-
ested in helping or attending, call e-
mail Johna Van Dyke at  
Johnavandyke@gmail.com. 

 
The auction itself happens in No-
vember but the calendar of events 
it creates for our community is 
perpetual. In January, the play 
reading night is scheduled (sorry it 
is full) but there is one seat left 
for the January Jewish New Year 
Dinner offered by Rose Kurland. 
The dance class for beginners be-
gins in January and has room for 
one or two more dancers.  The 
Asian Cooking Class offered by 
Mary Flint has room for a couple 
more chefs and foodies on Feb. 1. 
And the Super Bowl party is on 
Sunday Feb. 2 at Larry Lundberg's 
home and there is room for you.  

 
There are a cou-
ple other offer-
ings still available 
after auction 
night: an archery 
class, a handmade 
necklace, a paint-
ing session at Bot-

tle and Bodega in Evanston 
(including a bottle of vino). 
 
Contact Tom Hempfling to buy a 
ticket or purchase one of the spe-
cial items still available.  
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News from the  
Endowment Committee 

 

By Pat Ulmer 

"We Can Work It Out:   
Constructive Conflict as Part  
of Healthy Engagement"   

 
The UCE Congregational Relations 
Team (CRT) will present a slightly 
revised version of our previous 
workshop of this title on Saturday 
January 11th from 2-4 PM.    
 
The workshop will feature brief di-
dactic presentations, group discus-
sion, demonstrations and role plays 
designed to help improve partici-
pants' abilities to communicate ef-
fectively and constructively, in a 
manner consistent with our Cove-
nant of Engagement, even in the face 
of conflict, hurt feelings or anger.   
 
Child care will be available if re-
quested by Friday Jan 3rd.   
 
Registration is requested by calling 
the church office but walk-ins are 
welcome.  For more information 
please contact Carla Leone-Sands at 
carla.leone10@gmail.com or any 
member of the CRT.  Hope to see 
you there! 

 
LINCOLN SQUARE 

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next potluck for the Lincoln 
Square neighborhood and friends 
will be held at 6:30pm on Saturday, 
January 25, at the home of Ellen and 
Gary Zacny, 4215 N Hamlin, Chi-
cago.  Hold the date and we will be 
in touch with more information af-
ter the holidays.  If you have ques-
tions, contact Ellen at  
ebarcroft@sbcglobal.net 

Night of the Arts 

Another Reason we Love  
the Serendipity Auction 
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30 Days of Love –
Standing on the Side 
of Love is our Unitar-
ian Universalist Social 
Justice through social 
media campaign.  
 
It is a “community of 
people compelled to 
speak out against op-
pression, united in the 
common belief that 

love is the ultimate guiding force of our 
world.”  
 
The Unitarian Church of Evanston will 
be joining Unitarian Universalists around 
the country to celebrate 30 Days of 
Love, beginning Sunday, January 19th 
with Rev. Bret’s sermon, “Let Freedom 
Ring” and with the Martin Luther King 
Jr, Day event organized through Com-
munity Renewal Society (see Dale Grif-
fin’s article). There will be films, photo 
exhibits, classes and things you can do 
from home. The 30 Days concludes with 
a Valentine’s Day party and a sermon 
reflecting on the events over the month.  
 
Look for paper calendars available in the 
lobby, events posted on the Social Ac-
tion bulletin board, on facebook and 
twitter as well as our website home 
page. There will be many ways to par-
ticipate in social justice, with and 
through this beloved community. You 
can visit  
http://standingonthesideoflove.org/2014-
30daysoflove  for more info. 
 
 
 

 
Here, at UCE, we hope that everyone 
who enters our doors feels a sense of 
belonging. To be known and to know 
others is one of our deepest longings 
and one of the main reasons so many 
have been a part of this community for 
so long. If you are thinking about what it 
means to be a member of UCE, the re-
wards and the responsibilities, and 
whether you and your family are ready 
to join, sign up to attend Introduction to 
Unitarian Universalism and Orientation 
Toward Membership classes. This two-
step process is designed to help you un-
derstand our faith – the history, princi-
ples and sources - and to explore your 
spiritual journey and where you hope 
your journey will take you next. 
 
Upcoming classes are: 
 
Intro to UU, led by Rev. Bret 
Sunday, January 12th, 12:30 – 2:30pm 
Sunday, March 9th, 12:30 – 2:30 pm 
 
Orientation Toward Membership, 
led by Rev. Connie and Eileen 
Saturday, January 18, 9 am – 12 pm 
Saturday, March 15, 9 am – 12 pm 
 
Childcare can be provided for any of 
these classes with one week’s notice. 
Please contact me at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com to sign up and/or 
let me know you need childcare. 
     
Eileen Wiviott, Membership Director 

Becoming a Member of the  
Unitarian Church of Evanston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UCE’s annual Rummage Sale is Friday, 
May 2 and Saturday, May 3. So if your 
New Year’s resolution involves cleaning 
out closets, please save the good stuff 
to donate to our sale. If you’ve re-
solved to get more involved in our 
community, the Rummage Sale will pro-
vide an opportunity to meet and get to 
know other congregants. In the coming 
months we will be asking for volunteers 
and publishing the dates and tasks 
where help is needed. Our community 
thrives because we work together and 
have fun doing so. 
 
 
First volunteer opportunity: We will 
meet Sunday, January 26 at 12:15. This 
meeting is for department heads and 
anyone else who wants to play a role in 
planning our annual Rummage Sale. If 
you have questions, please contact 
Magg ie  Wi l son at  manddwi l -
son@msn.com or Nancy Lee at 
nlee1215@sbcglobal.net. 

Recently Retired  
(But Never Retiring!) Women  

 
Any recently retired (or soon to retire) 
woman is warmly invited to attend our 
group.  We usually meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month, from 5:30-7:00 
in the back of the sanctuary. We, first, 
enjoy a sumptuous potluck dinner. Af-
terwards, a participant, or invited 
speaker, leads a discussion of an issue 
chosen by the whole group. At times, 
however, in order to facilitate even 
more camaraderie, we will change 
our routine and meet, for example, at a 
restaurant, at a movie, at an outdoor 
concert or at another venue. We also 
have been known to meet for lunch 
rather than dinner. For more informa-
tion, please email Margie Rogasner at 
mrogasner@yahoo.com. 

“I Am” Documentary showing   
Friday, January 31st at 7pm 

 
“I Am” is the story of a successful Hollywood director, Tom 
Shadyac (Liar Liar, Nutty Professor, Bruce Almighty), who experi-
enced a life threatening head injury, and his ensuing journey to try 
and answer two very basic questions: “What’s wrong with our 
world?” and “What can we do about it?” With a film crew of four, 
Tom visits some of today’s great minds, including authors, poets, 

teachers, religious leaders, and scientists searching for the fundamental endemic 
problem that causes all of the other problems, while simultaneously reflecting on 
his own life choices of excess, greed and eventual healing. 
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Welcome New  
Members 

 
to the  

Unitarian Church of 
Evanston 

 
 
 
 

December 2013 
 
 
 

Tristan Hanson is a native of Portland, Oregon who lives in Lincoln Square with her husband Derek 
and adored kitty-cat. She earned her BA in Philosophy from Reed College before moving to Rennes, 
France where she ate well and taught English for many years. She came to Chicago in 2006 to earn her 
MFA at Columbia College Chicago. She now works as a documentary filmmaker and video producer 
for non-profits and in her spare time enjoys yoga, running, making things, book club, and meeting fel-
low Unitarians (she's been a UU since college). 
 
Rachel Larsen- I love to watch movies, I'm an avid reader,and I love to hang out with family and 
friends. I used to be very shy but coming to church has made me come out of my shell a bit and now 
I'm more than willing to make small talk with strangers. I like making people feel welcomed even if I 
don't know them. 
 
Michael Skilton is a lifelong woodworker, carpenter and lover of tinkering. A 20 year resident of 
Morton Grove, he has a long time interest in exploring intentional and spiritual communities. Michael 
came to UCE less than a year ago and is excited about finding a community of fellow seekers. He en-
joys cooking and poetry, travel and outdoor activities, in particular, scuba diving, especially Great 
Lakes shipwrecks. 
 
Carolyn and Jared Toporek have been attending Unitarian Church of Evanston for approximately 8 
years. Carolyn was raised Catholic and Jared was raised Jewish. Together they wanted to commit to a 
community that shares their values related to service and justice and that would support the interfaith 
culture of their marriage. Their daughters Chloe & Isabella enjoy UCE’s religious education and the 
family resides in Rogers Park. 
 
Clara Walker, a life-long Unitarian, grew up in the Pacific Northwest and attended Quimper Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship as a child and teenager. She studied textiles, art, and jewelry design while 
attending college in Oakland, CA.  In June of 2012, she packed up her belongings and her cat compan-
ion, Frances, and left California for the greener pastures of Evanston.  She has been enjoying all that 
the Midwest has to offer (seasons!) and is glad to have found UCE and looks forward to becoming a 
part of this wonderful community. 
 

Rachel Larsen, Clara Walker, Michael Skilton, Tristan Hanson, Carolyn and Jared Toporek 
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Joys and Sorrows have been  
redacted to protect the privacy of 
our members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by send-
ing items to the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at 
ucevanston.org/members section.  



 

Page 9 - SOCIAL ACTION  

UCE and Community Renewal Society –  
sign up for the MLK celebration  

January 20, 2014! 
 

Come celebrate MKL Day with a purpose!  This is a perfect 
way to take action on “Inequality for All” and on some of 
the issues raised in the UCE series “Prison Injustice”.  We 
will celebrate, in the presence of legislators, on the morning 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 20, 2014 at Kingdom 
Baptist Church, 301 N. Central Ave, Chicago.  Please tell 
Dale Griffin you will attend, at dalecgriffin@comcast.net  
We will car pool, with a goal of 30 UCE members showing 
legislators our support for the platform of CRS.   
 

The CRS platform includes specific steps in the areas of: 
 

Fair tax for education funding reform 
Affordable and livable housing 
Job opportunities for ex-offenders 
Restorative justice peace hubs to reduce violence 
Jobs and employment 

 

Haiti, Then and Now – How We Can Help 
 

Haiti was founded by a righteous revolution in 1804 and 
became the first black republic.  It was the first country to 
break chains of slavery. Tragically this history of liberty and 
self-determination has brought about two centuries of po-
litical and economic pressure from powerful countries re-
sulting in policies that have served to further impoverish 
the people of Haiti. 
 

The earthquake of January 2010 and hurricane Sandy in 
October 2012 further devastated Haiti. The UCE Peace and 
Justice Committee has joined hands with the Haitian Con-
gress, a local activist group working to support, improve 
and strengthen Haiti. After the second service on Sunday, 
January 5, a traditional Haitian lunch will be held at the 
church. The proceeds of the lunch will go to the UU Ser-
vice Committee’s efforts in Haiti supporting self-sustaining 
Eco Villages and Tire Gardens. In addition, January’s shared 
offering will go toward providing a well for drinking water 
in a rural village outside of Port Au Prince. 
 

Several UCE members are also working with an interna-
tional group of people to sew simple clothing for Haitian 
children. Anyone who has an interest in helping in this fun, 
easy effort please contact UCE member Janelle Brittain at 
janellebri@aol.com.  
 

The Peace and Justice Committee meets on the second 
Sunday of every month at 12:30 pm. All are welcome.  

Especially during the holidays we often have competing 
desires: to savor the world enjoying all the holidays offer 
to us or to save the world by offering our gifts of time and 
money to help those in need. As we celebrate our own 
holiday traditions, remember your year end gift to the 
world through a membership in the UU Service Commit-
tee. You can read online about how your gifts are used 
and what they accomplish: http://www.uusc.org/guest/
donations.   
 
Each $100 gift is matched by the generosity of the UU 
Congregation of Shelter Rock, in Manhasset, N.Y. 
 
Last year, UCE contributed $1800 to UUSC, helping fami-
lies in Haiti, Kenya, Darfur, Somalia, Uganda, Japan. On Jan. 
5, join the Peace and Justice Team after second service for 
a pumpkin soup lunch celebrating Haiti's Independence 
day.   
 
Donate online or bring your checks to church on Sunday, 
Jan. 5. 

News From the  
Prisons and Restorative Justice Team 

 

By Gail Smith 

 

News From Peace and Justice 
 

By Kathleen Poole 

 
Upcoming Rainbow Alliance Events 

 
 

The Rainbow Alliance Dining Club plans a January outing -- 
to a restaurant in Andersonville for dinner on Thursday, 
January 16th.  We are going to Lady Gregory’s Irish Bar and 
Restaurant, 5260 N. Clark in Chicago.   
http://ladygregorys.com/ All are welcome to join us.   
 
The Rainbow Alliance Dining Club has a new idea for some-
thing fun to do during the long winter months, we plan to go 
to Northwestern to watch Women’s Basketball on Saturday 
January 18th at 2:00.  No reservations necessary, we’ll try to 
meet up inside.  Tickets are $7.00, $5.00 for kids.   

The Untold Stories 
 

Wednesday, January 29, 7pm at UCE 
Free and open to the public 

 

The Untold Stories Project was formed to promote the tell-
ing of personal stories, offered in a safe, supportive environ-
ment by people who have lived in regions of conflict. Our 
current focus is personal experiences of people who have 
lived in or visited Israel, the West Bank or Gaza any time 
since the Israeli occupation began in 1967. 
 

For this event, we will hear from two people who will dis-
cuss their recent experiences in occupied Palestine and 
share their stories. Q and A session will follow the two 
presentations. 

 

Save the world or Savor the world? 
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     EcoNews 

 

      By Andy Fisher and Heather Brown 

 

UCE has a new South lawn rain garden, which you can see from the windows at the back of the sanctuary. This garden, 
along with the garden on the east side of the building, allows us to capture all of the water from our roof and divert it 
from the sewers.  The rain garden will be dedicated in the spring in memory of the late Bill Fischer, a loyal Green Sanc-
tuary participant to the end. Alex Sproul and Barbara Butz have been tending to the garden as the roots go deep 
enough to allow it to be mostly maintenance free. 
  
In regard to waste water management news, Sandra Robinson has purchased a new toilet for the north lobby that will 
reduce water from a 3 gallon to 1.5 gallon flush. An engineer has given advice on how to install a new pipe that will ac-
celerate hot water to the dishwasher in an effort to conserve water and make dishwashing more efficient. 
  
The Green Sanctuary Composting/Reduce/Reuse/Recycling team has set up a special recycling center for our church, 
located near the bathrooms on the main floor and has labeled drawers. The following items can be placed in the draw-
ers: 

 
Batteries: AA, AAA, C, D and 9 volt, as well as rechargeable batteries 
(NiCad, NiMh, lithium ion, and lithium polymer).  
Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFL): these contain a small amount of 
mercury, so please put them in a zip-lock-type baggie and place them in the 
drawer carefully. 
Cell phones (we will be hosting larger electronics recycling periodically 
throughout the year) 
Printer Cartridges 
Nylons: including pantyhose, nylon knee-highs and tights- No Nonsense will 
take all of these used products (all brands) and turn them into park benches, 
playground equipment and carpets!  Or, if you prefer, you can send them in 
yourself with USPS mail return labels that you can download yourself from 
their website (http://www.nononsense.com/PantyhoseRecycling.aspx) or 

which will be provided at the special recycling center- just affix the label to a brown envelope filled with your used ny-
lons, take it to the Post Office, and mail back to No Nonsense. 
 
Also, there will be plastic bins for special Christmas holiday recycling- so if you have a string of lights that no 
longer works, please bring them to church, and we will recycle them. And look for occasional educational updates at 
the recycling center for information on additional items you probably didn't even know you could recycle! If you have 
questions or suggestions, please contact Heather Brown at heathermbrown1970@sbcglobal.net or Eileen Wiviott 
at ewiviott@hotmail.com 
  
Finally, the Center for International Studies at the University of Chicago has several interesting free evening programs 
this winter -- one on fracking and another on biofuels.  See details at: http://bit.ly/Jfyw5p 
  

Hilda’s Place Shelter Dinner   
 
Wednesday, January 29th. Once a quarter, we help Hilda’s Place Shelter by providing the evening meal for residents and 
those who have recently moved to permanent housing, about 30 people. Volunteers bring food (or prepare the meal 
there) and serve. They also share the meal with residents. If you would like to help, please contact Meredith Haydon at 
mhaydon@haydonlegal.com.  

2013 Mitten Tree 
 

The Mitten Tree was an astounding success and we are grateful to everyone who donated. Without your generosity, this 
yearly venture would not be possible.  Read more at http://ucevanston.org/programs/mitten-tree/  
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Common Threads, the UCE knit-
ting group, will meet on January 
7th at 10:a.m. and January 28th at 
7:00 p.m.  We meet on the first 
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. and the 
fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. every 
month, usually in Room 2.  We 
make little hats and blankets for 
preemies and shawls for big peo-
ple who we think would like a 
hand-knitted, care shawl. Some-
times, we also work on our own 
projects.  We have a huge stash of 
donated yarn, needles, and direc-
tions, as well as people who can 
help you improve your knitting 
skills.  Mark the dates on your 
calendar.  See you there. 
 
 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  Ken-

nedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

 

Common 
Threads 

 
OPENING THE CIRCLE 

 
All are invited to join the UCE Women’s Circle group’s new 
program, beginning January 7 and running through March 18. 
We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month, gathering 
at 6:30 pm and starting at 7 p.m. For this special 6-session 
program, we will read and discuss the Don Miguel Ruiz book, 
“The Four Agreements”. 
 
Ruiz explains how self limiting beliefs can block us from lead-

ing the life we really want. He develops a path to opening new possibilities 
for the life we truly desire. 
 
For more information, please contact Celia Wilk (scwilk@earthlink.net). 

 
Martin Buber:   

Religion as Relationship   
 

January 7, 14, 21, and 28,  
7:00 – 9:00 pm   

 
Martin Buber’s famous “I-Thou” rela-
tionship expresses his key idea that the 
highest value is authentic experience of 
mutual encounter with another, con-
sidered by Buber to represent divinity 
itself. He contrasts this with the “I-It” 
relationship, in which the other is 
treated as an object to be used. Buber 
rejected nationalistic Zionism in favor 
of a binationalist approach, in which 
Jews and Arabs would live together in 
one nation. Buber has been criticized 
on such counts as having an overly sim-
plistic philosophy, ignoring Hasidic su-
perstition, and being unrealistic about 
Israel’s situation.  But he has been 
greatly influential in popular religion, 
and is still a stimulating thinker.  “I and 
Thou” is suggested reading, but not 
required.  Facilitated by Dan Solomon. 
 

 
Please sign up to bring refreshments for coffee hours 

 
Now that we have two worship services with a coffee hour in between, we are in 
need of people to bring refreshments to church on Sundays by 8:30 a.m. If you are 
willing to help with this, please contact Eileen Wiviott ewiviott@hotmail.com. The 
cost is around $75-$80 and you can be reimbursed for all or part of this cost. 
Thank you. 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Printed on paper with 50% recycled content.  
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MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 
 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

Our Giving House 
for the month of 
January is collecting 
canned chili and ravi-
oli. Please bring your 
generous donations 

put them in the little pink house by the front 
door. Your donations will be matched by: 
Janet Hartman, Susan Comstock and Mark 
Rolfes,  Karen and Steve Courtright, and 
Clara Walker. Donations will be given to 
Connections for the Homeless. Thank you for 
your generosity. The Giving House is spon-
sored by the Food and Shelter Team. 
 
Thank you to the Trudi Westwood Covenant 
group for sponsoring in November.  
 
If you have questions or are interested in 
sponsoring the Giving House please contact 
Clara Walker at walker.clara@yahoo.com. 
Sponsors are needed for February, April and 
May. 


