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Our Summer Minister 
 
 

Lynnda White will be our summer minister, preaching and pro-
viding pastoral coverage in July. Lynnda has been a member of 
the Universalist Unitarian Church of Peoria for sixteen years, 
has completed a ministerial internship at Abraham Lincoln UU 
Church in Springfield, and graduated from Meadville Lombard 
Theological School in May with a Master of Divinity degree.  As 
an undergraduate, and with the advent of the peace movement, 
Lynnda became actively involved in social justice issues, which 
she pursued even as an employee of Caterpillar Inc., retiring in 
2009 after thirty-five years of service. As a member of the 
Central Illinois Chapter of the Interfaith Alliance, she has 
worked in developing a relationship with the Muslim commu-
nity.  She is very passionate about the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions, having attended the last two (Barcelona 
2004 and Melbourne 2009).  Lynnda’s future ministry will focus 
on community and social justice: she wants to be part of the 
dialogue of peace and cooperation with people of different cul-
tural, religious, and non-religious backgrounds. 

 
Gathering 

the  
Waters 

 
 

At our worship service 
at 10:30 am on Sunday, 
September 8, we’ll bring 
together the waters 
that symbolize where 
we have been and what 
we bring to this reli-
gious community. Please 
bring a vial of water 
from your recent trav-
els near or far (or from 
your backyard).  

 
 
 

   UCE is on Twitter! Follow us at @UCEvanston 



Page 2 - FROM the MINISTER and EOD  

From Rev. Connie Grant,  
Minister for Lifespan Religious Education  . . .  
  

Thanks to everyone who helped make this “Evanston Model” year work for us! I so appreciate the gifts 
given to me by the Board of Trustees and the Religious Education Board at our June 2 service in recogni-
tion of my work this year.  One of my summer projects will be to learn to use the Kindle Fire, and I’m 
looking forward to attending Second City.  The stole made by Carol Nielsen is absolutely beautiful, and is 
for me a commemoration of the tenth anniversary of my ordination. 

 
I’m making an ambitious list of projects I want to accomplish during my July vacation, including a little time doing “nothing”! 
 
Looking forward, 

Connie 

From Sandra Robinson,  
Executive Operations Director . . .  
  
 
 

Following our church picnic, we move swiftly into summer.  I will be away July 12 
through July 27, and staff will know  how to handle matters that may arise during my 
absence. 
 
Our staff continues busily at work on many projects.  Carli will be assembling com-
ments from the Pledge Drive from members and pledging friends; Eileen will be organizing a listening campaign to 
explore what our congregation’s aspirations and needs are; Chris Isely will be following up on outstanding pledges; 
Mike Goodwin will be engaged in repair projects, floors will be stripped, the wing roof will be repaired and the 
skylights replaced, and Sylvia will finalize the inventory of UCE furniture, fixtures and other assets. 
 
There are many volunteers at UCE who assist with programs and activities which support our mission and work.   
As I write a lift is being moved into the sanctuary for repairing and cleaning fans and replacing light bulbs 25 feet 
above us.  My gratitude to Andy Fisher, Steve Serikaku, Nick Goodwin, Mike Goodwin, Ryan Rogulich and Michael 
Grider for your involvement in this project. 
 
I send special kudos to all who assist me with the large responsibility of keeping this facility in good working order 
and aesthetic. Robb Geiger and Barbara Butz thank you for sharing costs with Green Sanctuary to purchase the 
new disease resistant Elm tree at the southeast corner of the church and for each of their efforts to respond to 
requests for repairing, weeding, watering and other tasks;  to Alex Sproul for maintaining the rain garden, tracking 
gas and electrical usage, for Frank Boudart for his time and skills for upgrading and maintaining our electrical sys-
tems,  for Dick Whitaker for being my always on-call guy and climbing the roof whenever necessary, and to all the 
Green Sanctuary and Buildings and Grounds folks.  I am grateful to Bud Brock for his extensive knowledge of the 
history of this building and for the many years he has consulted with me on major decisions which affect our facil-
ity. Thank you to Johna and Will Van Dyke for your design expertise. And, to Judith Ramey, Kay Gibbs Novy and 
Barbara Butz for hours in the hot sun weeding and fighting the aphids, thank you. 
 
During this church year we have exceeded our expectations. The Board has worked diligently on their goals sup-
porting the mission of this church under the leadership of Mike Takada. The Evanston Model coordinated by Rev. 
Connie Grant has created a momentum of interest and increased attendance – up by 30%. Social Action is 
stronger by far. Outreach through our rentals increased by 20%.  Staff, leadership, and this congregation have 
worked together to create an atmosphere of excitement and fortitude as the Ministerial Search Committee dedi-
cated themselves to bringing just the right candidate to us. 
 

Together we move forward . . . 

Sandra Robinson 

Rev. Connie Grant 
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Sunday, July 7 
“The Unbuilt Bridge” 
 
Multicultural and community 
work requires that we “tear 
down walls and build 
bridges”, but sometimes it’s 
hard to get involved because 
we are afraid that we will do 
or say the wrong thing.  We 
doubt ourselves, but are we 
really asking the right ques-
tions? Lynnda White speak-
ing. 
 
 
Sunday, July 14 
“When Perfect Isn't Good 
Enough” 
 
Somewhere along the line, 
many of us come to think 
that we are not 'good 
enough', and we overcom-
pensate by becoming perfec-
tionists.  Even though we are 
imbued with a spark of the 
divine--or to put it into our 
familiar vernacular, we are 
each individuals who deserve 
dignity and respect--still we 
constantly fight the lose-lose 
battle of perfectionism.   It is 
time to stop trying to be su-
perhuman and to appreciate 
ourselves, imperfections and 
all. Lynnda White speaking. 
 

Sunday, July 21 
“Circuit Riding into the  
Future” 
 
Modern day Unitarian Uni-
versalism owes much to old-
fashioned evangelism and the 
dogged determination of cir-
cuit riding preachers like Jen-
kin Lloyd Jones.  How can 
the contributions of Jones 
and other pioneering spirits 
inform our movement?
Lynnda White speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, July 28  
“The Best of Times or the 
Worst of Times?” 
 
We are living in a time when 
many of us are comfortable 
in our safe neighborhoods, 
receiving good healthcare, 
and enjoying our lives.  At 
the same time, storms roll 
across the country and the 
world, both the weather and 
the political kinds, and we 
simultaneously take steps 
forward and backward re-
garding freedom and human 
rights.  As Unitarian Univer-
salists, what are we called to 
do as we are pulled by the 
contradictions? Lynnda 
White speaking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Crackerbarrel is on hiatus 
for the summer. 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICE   
10:30 am  

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 

GROUP  
9:15 - 10:15 am 

 

YOGA ON  
SUNDAYS 

 

Join us before the Sunday 
morning worship service for 
hatha yoga, 9:15 – 10:15am.  
Yoga traditions bring aware-
ness to your health: breathing 
in vitality, letting go of tension 
and tightness. Yoga at UCE is 
designed to reduce stress, 
bring relaxation, increase range 
of motion, and find balance – 
restorative yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga 
before this is your opportu-
nity. Drop in, wear comfort-
able clothing for stretching, 
and try it. Yoga is learned by 
doing. Community yoga mats 
provided if needed.  For more 
information, contact Doug 
E r i c k s o n ,  t h i n k a c t -
love@gmail.com or Jessica 
Tomell-Presto,  
prestomgk@comcast.net 



 
Happy New (church) Year, every-
one! I hope no one over-indulged 
on June 30th in the festivities to 
bring in the New Year…. Sorry, I 
just couldn’t help myself. But 
when you take on leadership 
roles at UCE, or anywhere else 
for that matter, you can’t help but 
be conscious of the fiscal calen-
dar. We are fortunate to have lay 
leaders, staff and a generous 
membership in place such that we 
are operating in a fiscally respon-
sible and healthy condition. While 
the paperwork is still getting 
processed for closing the books 
for 2012/13, it is fair to say that 
UCE is in good place financially 
and spiritually. 
 
The Board devoted much of this 
past year working closely with the 
Ministerial Search Committee 
(MSC), providing them with guid-
ance and support. The Board 
worked closely with the UCE Ex-
ecutive Team to ensure the suc-
cess of the Evanston Model under 
the leadership of Rev. Connie 
Grant. Board meetings through-
out the past year included a 
standing monthly agenda item 
where the Model was thoughtfully 
discussed and assessed. Another 
area of Board focus was on sup-
porting the newly formed Com-
mitment to Thrive Council, a con-
solidation of membership-related 
committees & activities struc-
tured similarly to how the Inte-
grated Stewardship Committee 
represents the work of UCE’s 
financial-related activities. The 
fourth area of focus was on gov-

ernance; looking at the UCE’s 
policies, guidelines and proce-
dures and making sure they align 
appropriately prior to the arrival 
of our new Senior Minister, Rev. 
Bret Lortie. 
 
I’d like to close with a hearty 
Thank You to Robb Geiger, Bill 
Hartgering, and Mike Tracy 
whose terms on the Board end 
on June 30th. Each of these indi-
viduals contributed in ways, too 
numerous to list, making this past 
board a truly effective and fun 
group to lead. I’m sure we’ll con-
tinue to see them exhibiting their 
leadership and commitment to 
UCE in new ways going forward! I 
also want to acknowledge and 
thank Kathy Monk for serving as 
Vice President during the past 
year. Kathy was a stabilizing and 
wise force I relied on often 
throughout the year. I’m glad she 
has one more year on the Board! 
 
This concludes my year as Board 
President. Elections for new offi-
cers will be held at the next 
Board Meeting on July 17th. In a 
slight change from prior boards, 
Kathy as past Vice President will 
not be running for President. At 
the June Board Meeting, the trus-
tees were tasked with considering 
their interest in running for offi-
cer. You’ll see the results in next 
month’s newsletter column! 
 
I look forward to seeing you in 
church. 
 

-Mike 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A congregational listening cam-
paign is an intentional, focused 8-
12 week effort of individual one-on
-one conversations led by congre-
gational leaders. Many of us took 
part in one-on-one conversations 
in January and February and we’d 
like to reach out to more of you 
this way. Why would we want to 
coordinate this kind of effort in 
our congregation? 
 
◊ To build a more intention-
ally relational community. 
Through a one-on-one campaign, 
we can build stronger internal rela-
tionships. These relationships are 
the sinews allowing our commu-
nity to move into action in the 
world and to address both internal 
and external issues. 
 
◊ To find and call out new 
leaders in our congregation. 
The most common reason people 
get involved is because someone 
they know asks them. By getting to 
know each other, we can identify 
new leaders and form new part-
nerships. 
 
 
◊     To identify the issues we’d 
like to address. By talking with 
each other, we can better under-
stand what each of us cares most 
about and how we are willing to 
work toward making the world a 
better place. 
 
You’ll be hearing more about this 
listening campaign in the coming 
months. If someone contacts you 
to set up a 30-45 minute conversa-
tion, say yes! If you have questions, 
contact Eileen Wiviott, Shirley Ad-
ams, Dale Griffin, Brian Meister, 
Steve Serikaku 
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From the BOARD  
of TRUSTEES 

by Mike Takada, President 

What is a  
Congregational  

Listening Campaign? 



 

We are proud to announce that 
Gerry and Irene Adler, John 
Poust, Barb Butz and Robb Geiger 
have included the church in their 
will, trust, life insurance policy or 
IRA entitling them to Nellie 
Brough Society membership. 
 
Jane and Bruce Kenamore, Mike 
Takada, Harry Hirsch and Tom 
Ticknor have made current con-
tributions to the Fund. 
 
Our Endowment Fund focuses on 
the long-term financial health of 
the church but also provides im-
mediate benefits through the an-
nual withdrawal provision.  In the 
past seven years, the Fund has 
provided $ 33,065 to support 
worthy projects here at UCE  in-
cluding staff development,  leader-
ship training, outreach initiatives, 
website revamp, Serendipity Auc-
tion software and search ex-
penses. 
 
Consider joining your friends who 
have found a way to benefit UCE 
now and in the future!  Contact 
me at kgibbsnovy@sbcglobal.net 
or the church office if you have 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The UCE Men's Group went for 
our annual 'Spring Retreat' to 
Dekoven Center in Racine, WI, 
on the weekend of Friday evening 
5/31-Sunday morning 6/2. Thir-
teen men found it to be an excel-
lent historic location and we all 
had a great time there. Brian 
Meister ran a session on Geneal-
ogy for us. Thanks to Dick 
Whitaker for lining up the retreat.  
 
We had the distinct pleasure of 
'Lighting the Chalice' as our fare-
well to Bill Fischer at the Memo-
rial Service at UCE on Saturday 
6/8. Steve Serikaku represented us 
well at this service. We appreci-
ated being asked to be there by 
his partner Renee Hoff, his daugh-
ter Rebecca and his son Ben. May 
we always remember a happy Bill 
Fischer, a founding member of our 
group back in 1986. 
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Endowment News 
 

By Kay Gibbs-Novy 

News from the UCE Men’s 
Group 

By Dave Woods 

 
Summer 2013 Lincoln Square 
Neighborhood Group Potluck 
 
 
We’ll be meeting at 5:30pm on Sat-
urday, July 20, at the home of Kath-
leen Poole,1057 W. Pratt Blvd. at 
the lake front.   In addition to the 
usual good company and good 
shared food, we’ll have the beautiful 
park across the street which in-
cludes a beach for swimming.   Con-
tact Kathleen at 773-332-2439 or 
kadipoole@gmail.com to tell her 
you are coming and what you will 
bring to the potluck.  Kathleen will 
be in touch with you with more de-
tails. 

 
UCE MUSIC  
PROGRAM 

 
 
 
The UCE Music Program pre-
sents diverse music for ser-
vices and special events. 
 
Repertoire spans medieval to 
contemporary  —  Gregorian 
chant to gospel  —  acoustic to 
electric  —  solo to orchestra  
—  composed, improvised, and 
original. 
 
 
SOLO  —  vocal or instrumen-
tal 
 
CHOIR  —  a cappella and 
with instruments  (no experi-
ence necessary) 
 
DRUM ENSEMBLE  —  African 
and Latin American percussion 
 
GROOVE BAND  —  electric 
instruments 
 
COMBOS  —  any genre 
 
 
All singers and instrumentalists 
are encouraged to participate! 
 
 
Please contact Director of  
Music, Bart Bradfield 
bartbradfield@gmail.com 
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Introduction to Unitarian  
Universalism 

 
Sunday, August 18, 12-2pm  

 
Newcomers to our church and our 
faith are invited to join us for a 
deeper understanding of Unitarian 
Universalism.  This 2 hour session, 
led by Rev. Connie Grant and Mem-
bership Director, Eileen Wiviott, will 
provide an overview of Unitarian 
Universalist history, the seven princi-
ples of our faith, church governance, 
and how we live in beloved commu-
nity.  It is designed for anyone who 
wants to know more about our UU 
faith, and is also the first step if you 
are considering membership at The 
Unitarian Church of Evanston. 
 

Orientation Toward  
Membership (OTM) 

 
Saturday, August 24  

9 am – noon  
 
What is the meaning of membership?  
How will your life be different if you 
join UCE?  If you’ve been asking 
yourself these questions and have 
participated in an Intro to Unitarian 
Universalism class, please consider 
signing up for Orientation Toward 
Membership.  This class will ad-
dress our various spiritual journeys, 
the meaning of covenant, as well as 
UCE culture and programs. By the 
end of the session, you’ll have a good 
sense of the rewards and responsi-
bilities of membership at the Unitar-
ian Church of Evanston, and whether 
you’re ready to join.  
 
 
Please register for Intro to UU and/
or OTM at the Guest & Member 
Services table in the lobby or contact 
Membership Director, Eileen Wivi-
ott, at 847-864-1330 x111 or ewivi-
ott@hotmail.com.  Childcare will be 
provided upon request. 
 

 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY 

PROGRAM 

 
 

On Sunday mornings at 10:30 am 
through September 1, children 
who will be entering kindergarten 
through sixth grade are invited to 
participate in a multi-age program 
of crafts, games and other activi-
ties. Child care will be provided 
for nursery and preschool chil-
dren.  
 
Adults are needed to share your 
skill, interest, or expertise with 
our children on a Summer Sunday 
or two. What is it you like to do 
that our children might enjoy do-
ing, too? Teach a craft, play a 
game, or read a favorite book and 
lead related activities. To share 
your creativity with our children, 
please sign up on the Religious 
Education bulletin board near the 
Lobby or contact Christine Peters 
at PetersC@newtrier.k12.il.us. 

FALL LAKE GENEVA  
WEEKEND   

 
Arrangements are finalized: we have 26 
rooms this year, 11 in One-Step on the 
hill, and 15 on the Lakefront.  This is 
slightly fewer rooms than last year, so if 
you’re interested, get your name in 
soon.  I will start accepting re-
quests now.   
 
When you sign up, tell me if you want 
one of the older lakefront rooms or a 
room in the newer One-Step Lodge 
and whether you plan to come Thurs-
day.  The dates for the Weekend are a 
bit later than last year: October 3 or 4 
to October 6.  Here are the prices:  Fri
-Sun: Single: $330; Double: $240; Tri-
ple: $210 | Thurs-Sun: Single: $395; 
Double: $275; Triple: $240.   
 
I will be at a table after the service 
throughout the summer. If you’ve come 
before, you won’t want to miss repeat-
ing our wonderful time; if you haven’t 
been, come see what you’re missing!    
 
Peg Boccard,  
pegboc@ameritech.net 

 

Refreshments and 
treats  

during the  
summer?  

 
 

Many of us enjoy the bagels, fruit, 
coffee and conversation after the 
worship service fall through spring. 
During the past few summers, we 
have offered lemonade and iced 
tea but skipped the bagels. If you 
would like to have more substan-
tial refreshments during the fel-
lowship hour throughout the sum-
mer AND you are willing to help, 
please contact me at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com.   
 
Thanks, Eileen Wiviott 

 
 
 

Gathering the Waters 
 

At our worship service at 
10:30 am on Sunday, Septem-
ber 8, we’ll bring together the 
waters that symbolize where 
we have been and what we 
bring to this religious commu-
nity. Please bring a vial of wa-
ter from your recent travels 
near or far (or from your 
backyard). This will be a wor-
ship service for all ages. 
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The Unitarian Universalist Association Elects 
New Moderator, Rallies for Energy Change at  

Annual Meeting 
  
June 25, 2013 
  
From the UUA Public Relations Director  
  
Louisville, KY-The 2013 General Assembly (GA) of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) closed Sunday 
night, June 23, in Louisville, KY. Over 3,400 people at-
tended the annual meeting which featured worship, 
educational workshops, public witness, and UUA busi-
ness. 
  
Highlights of the meeting include: 
 
◊ The election of Jim Key as the new UUA Modera-
tor for a six-year term. 
 
◊ The re-election of the Rev. Peter Morales as UUA 
President for a second four-year term. He ran unop-
posed. 
 
◊ A worship and rally for environmental justice that 
drew over 2,000 participants. 
 
Many wonderful speeches from guest speakers includ-
ing Wendell Berry, author, environmental justice activ-
ist, economic critic, and farmer; Tim DeChristopher, 
UU activist; and renowned interfaith leader Eboo Patel. 
 
Delegates at GA 2013 overwhelmingly approved a 
Statement of Conscience regarding "Immigration as a 
Moral Issue." In addition, delegates voted on and ap-

proved three Actions of Immediate Witness on Sunday, 
June 23 including: 
  
◊ "Support the Proposed 28th 'We the People' 
Amendment to the Constitution: Corporations Are 
Not Persons and Money Is Not Speech" 
 
◊ "Condemn the Mass Incarceration, Killing, and Mis-
treatment of Young Men of Color by Police" 
 

◊    "Consider Divestment from the Fossil Fuel Industry" 

The collection from the Sunday morning worship ser-
vice was given to Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light 
(KIPL). KIPL's mission is to "protect God's creation by 
mobilizing a religious response to global warming 
through conservation, efficiency and alternative en-
ergy." 
  
Detailed coverage of the agenda, justice work, and 
worship at GA can be found on UU World's General 
Assembly coverage blog. 
 
 
 
The delegates who represented UCE are: 
 
Peg Boccard 
Barbara Butz 
Robb Geiger 
John Grant 
Mike Takada 
Dick Whitaker 
Eileen Wiviott 
Rev. Connie Grant 
 
Chris Isely and 
Meredith Haydon 
also attended. 
 

 
 

The Unitarian Church of Evanston will be march-
ing in the Evanston 4th of July Parade this 
year.  
 
We have banners, we have a truck with a colorful 
display. Now all we need is you.  
Please march with us.  

 
If you are interested and able, contact Jennifer Crosby at 
horn_in_b@yahoo.com. 

Eileen Wiviott and Chris Isely carried the 
UCE banner at the GA opening ceremony 
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Joys and Sorrows have been  

redacted to protect the privacy of 

our members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 
 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by sending items to the church 
office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.  
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The Social Action Council invites 
members to make nominations for 
our shared offering recipients for 
the 2013-14 year. 501c(3) organi-
zations with which our members 
have a relationship will be chosen 
by the Social Action Council from 
suggestions made by members of 
the congregation. Recipients are 
chosen based on a balanced mix of 
organizations addressing educa-
tion, mental and physical health 
programs, hunger, poverty, and 
justice, a well as a mix of denomi-
national, local, national and inter-
national organizations, and a mix 
of our four primary social action 
issues: environmental stewardship, 
peace and justice advocacy, home-
lessness and hunger, and gay, les-
bian, bisexual, transgender equal-
ity. The Social Action Council will 
also use the following categories 
to further prioritize the organiza-
tions to which we devote our fi-
nancial support: 
 

First priority - Organizations 
with which UCE has a close 
working relationship, such as 
Connections for the Home-
less, Good News Partners, and 
Interfaith Action. UCE part-
ners with these organizations 
by participating routinely in 
volunteer activities.  The SAC 
will review this tier every 
other year to be sure we are 
still working closely with them 
and that they are still a viable 
organization. 

 

Second priority - One or sev-
eral UCE members have a 
close affiliation with the or-
ganization, such as being an 
employee, on the Board of Di-
rectors, or regular volunteer. 

 

Third priority – Organizations 
recommended by members 
and whose mission and values 
align with those of UCE. 

 

V i s i t  t h e  UCE  web s i t e 
ucevanston.org/shared-offering-
recipients to obtain a form to 
complete and submit to Eileen 
Wiviott, the Social Action Coordi-
nator at ewiviott@hotmail.com. 

There are many opportunities be-
ing researched by members of the 
Peace and Justice Commit-
tee,  more ways for UCE members 
to reach out and help others in 
need. Perhaps you have one day 
per month to drive to Warrensville 
so an incarcerated mother can visit 
with her children. Or donate your 
old paperback novels to be shipped 
to inmates. Or join with members 
of other churches to help find jobs 
for those newly released from 
prison. 
 
The Peace and Justice Committee 
will be offering informational work-
shops this fall to educate our con-
gregation how to participate these 
and other ways to reach into the 
interdependent web of life.  
 
The UCE community is always wel-
come to attend Peace and Justice 
monthly meetings, 2nd Sundays, 
11:45-1:00pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our  
Giving House 

 
 
 

Our Giving House Collection 
over the summer will be collect-
ing crackers, coffee and peanut 
butter for the Hospitality Center 
at St. Mark’s. The Hospitality 
Center is run by Interfaith Action 
of Evanston, and more specifi-
cally, IFAE’s Executive Director 
and only full time staff, Sue Mur-
phy. Every week day of the year 
the Hospitality Center is open 
from 7 – 11 am to provide shel-
ter, food, rest, and community to 
those who are struggling with 
homelessness. 

Shared Offering Suggestions 
for 2013-14  

Peace and Justice 

The Saturday Morning Kids 
team, those who bake and cook 
with kids at the Jonquil Hotel, are 
taking the children on an outing 
to the beach July 20th. We had 
a successful and fun time roller 
skating in June. Please look for the 
sign up sheet on the Social Action 
bulletin board or visit the website 
www.ucevanston.org/volunteer-
opportunities to sign up. 

 
Monday Lunch at Second 

Baptist  
 
 
Our church serves the lunch 
time meal at Second Baptist once 
a month over the summer for 
those who might otherwise be 
hungry. The next dates of those 
meals are July 22, and August 26. 
We feed about 100 people. 
Please look for sign up sheets on 
the Social Action Bulletin Board 
and on the website under the 
volunteer tab. Contact Eileen 
Wiviott at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com with any 
questions. 
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Edible Evanston –  
Evanstonians Expand Local 
Organic Food Growing  

 

By Andrew Fisher 
 
This year, Evanston is celebrating 
150 years since its incorporation 
with the “Evanston 150” pro-
gram.  This consists of ten ways 
to improve the city – each repre-
sented by a committee.  UCE 
member Dave Woods is serving 
on the main Evanston 150 Board 
and will march with the main ban-
ner for the entire group at the 
front of its section in the July 4th 
parade. 
 
I am serving on one of the Evans-
ton 150 committees known as 
“Edible Evanston.” Our main idea 
is to greatly expand local organic 
food growing in Evanston by: (a) 
Creating over 150 individual gar-
dens; (b) providing indoor, year-
round growing stations at four 
Evanston public schools; (c) in 
conjunction with the City, North-
western University's Brady Schol-
ars, and New Leaf Urban Gar-
dens, provide Eggleston Orchard 
with 45 dwarf fruit trees and 27 
raspberry bushes; and (d) pro-
duce sharing donated to local 
food pantries with pickups from 
James Park and McCormick 
Community Gardens.   
 
We hope to create at least 150 
new gardens this year, not only in 
backyards or raised bed gardens, 
but also in balconies in high rise 
condos (like my cherry toma-
toes).  We’re working on ways to 
log your garden online, and then 
provide a sign to post and spread 
this productive idea. Locally 

grown organic food is not only 
healthier and tastes better, but it 
also cuts CO2 climate change gas 
from transporting it an average of 
1,500 miles. 

We have victories to cele-
brate with CRS!  Thanks to the 
work of supportive members at 
UCE and 85 other congregations 
of Community Renewal Society, 
we celebrate three recent suc-
cesses benefiting our communi-
ties.  First was the legislative pas-
sage of HB3061, the “sealing bill”, 
which will open up employment 
opportunities for some formerly 
incarcerated people with speci-
fied non-violent offenses four 
years after release.  We met with 
local legislators and in Springfield 
on this and other issues.  CRS 
will plan celebration and imple-
mentation steps later this year.  
Second, Walgreens has agreed to 
meet with CRS representatives 
and several employment agencies 
to work out ways to hire more 
people with records. We will 
continue to build on this pro-
gress.  Finally, the Illinois legisla-
ture included two important gun 
safety provisions in the recently 
passed concealed carry law, uni-
versal background checks and 
mandatory reporting of lost or 
stolen guns. 
 
We will celebrate these victories 
and learn from them to take on 
new issues in the coming year.  
Thank you for your participation, 
whether by petition, letter, mem-
bership meeting, or meeting with 
legislators.  It is very satisfying 
and meaningful to have achieved 
these goals together. 

News from the Green 
Sanctuary Committee 

News from the Community 
Renewal Society 

Looking for FAST Members  
 
What is FAST? The Food and 
Shelter Team of UCE - a group 
of people who care very much 
about alleviating the suffering of 
homelessness and hunger in our 
area. We coordinate the Giving 
House collections, soup kitchens, 
Saturday baking and other activi-
ties with children living in the 
Good News Partners neighbor-
hood and more. If you’d like to 
join this active and engaging 
group, please contact Eileen 
Wiviott at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. 

Good News Partners will be 
offering a Volunteer Training 
for us at UCE on Sunday, July 14 at 
9:15 a.m. In this training, Ronn 
Frantz, Executive Director of GNP, 
will describe the progress the or-
ganization is making with their vol-
unteer program, what their goals 
are, and how they are partnering 
with volunteers to accomplish 
this.  The main part of the training 
will be reviewing their child protec-
tion policy, answering any questions 
about it. Please join us, especially if 
you volunteer with children either 
through Good News Partners or 
another organization. 
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Over 5200 
people ran 
or walked to 
end racism 
last Sunday 
in Evans-

ton.  The 14th annual Ricky Byrd-
song Race Against Hate brought 
out thousands who stand for love, 
not hate. UCE sponsors the Race, 
and more than 50 of our members 
and friends showed up to join the 
runners and walkers.  
 
 
 

We had Lois Taft's grandson as 
the youngest participant along 
with several other children, sev-
eral of us oldsters, and all ages in 
between. Our own Nancy Owens 
won first place in her age bracket 
for women.  Congratulations to 
Nancy!  Our UCE Wings team 
won the plaque for top fundraising 
team!  All money raised goes to 
support the work of the Evanston 
YWCA for racial equity and vio-
lence prevention. Many people in 
our congregation supported our 
runners and walkers with dona-
tions and encouragement and 
communications for the team. 
Thanks to all!  
 
 
 

The event is always held on Fa-
thers Day in memory of North-
western coach Ricky Byrdsong, 
who was killed in 1998 by a white 
supremacist.  It's a race, a festival, 
a community event, an educational 
experience, and just plain 
fun.  We're proud that UCE has a 
real presence there, showing we 
are an active part of this wider 
community, moving with thou-
sands of others for love, not hate.  
 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Minister: Rev.  Ms. Constance L. Grant 

(ext. 103), Minister for  Lifespan Religious 

Education Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director 

of Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  

Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Save The Dates 

 

Soup kitchens this fall will be  
September 4, 11, 18 and 25.  

  
Mark your calendars, sign ups 
will start in early August! 

Ricky Byrdsong  
Race Against Hate  

 

By Martha Holman 

City of Evanston  
Recycling Fair &  
Equipment Display 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, July 13, the City 
of Evanston will be hosting its 
third annual recycling fair from 
8am - Noon. It will be held at 
Evanston Township High 
School. The fair provides resi-
dents an opportunity to recy-
cle a variety of items including 
electronic equipment.  You 
can also securely shred docu-
ments. Electronic recycling and 
document destruction are 
open to residents of all 
SWANCC communities. 
 
For more details on this event, 
please visit cityofevanston.org. 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
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Evanston, Illinois 60201 
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MINISTER’S SCHEDULE 
 

Rev. Connie Grant will be on vacation during 
July. Pastoral coverage will be provided by our 
Summer Minister, Lynnda White. You can con-
tact Lynnda at (309) 669-7831 or  
whitelynnda@aol.com. 
 
Lynnda will know how to contact Connie.  
 
Rev. Bret Lortie formally begins his work with us  
on August 1. 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

Staff Out of Office Dates for 
the Summer 

 
Rev. Connie Grant - On  
vacation during July 
 
Sandra Robinson will be out of 
the office July 12-29 
 
Eileen Wiviott will be out of the 
office August 1-11 
 
Carli Magel will be out of the 
August 7-12 


