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Please consider 
bringing fruit and  
bagels this summer  

 
so we can continue our 
fellowship hour after the 
10am service.  
 
Sign up at the bagel ta-
ble, on our website on 
the volunteer page 
https://docs.google.com/
d o c u m e n t /
d/11ucHCFclqJ0Jr4PddN
Id3VMp9RUz2leydiiJCoL
1_mI/edit?usp=sharing, 
or contact Eileen Wivi-
ott. 

Rev. Bret Lortie 
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From the Senior Minister… 
 
 

   Why Summer Services? 
 

 
 
Why do we come to church? Why do we bother getting up on a Sunday morn-
ing, especially in the summer months? There are many temptations: sleeping in 
both Saturday and Sunday; an extra few hours at the park; Starbucks. Why do 
we bother doing year-round church?  
 
I remember a time, before I entered the ministry, when my church shut down 
for the summer completely. I’d take a few weeks off, then wound up attending 
the Congregational church down the street from the end of June through Sep-
tember, when my UU church re-opened its doors. Why couldn’t I stay away 
from church? 
 
The answer for me over the years has been a need for ultimacy and intimacy, 
which doesn’t take a summer vacation. It is also central to an understanding of 
the purpose of liberal religion. Ultimacy is the term Unitarian Universalist James 
Luther Adams used to describe a desire to be lifted up — beyond the mundane, 
ordinary, even human dimensions of our lives — and to have others recognize 
our inherent worth and dignity. Ultimacy is that feeling of wonder and awe.   
 
We cannot make sense of ultimacy without intimacy, and we cannot recognize 
intimacy without ultimacy.  It is through connection with others that our lives 
strike balance between the personal and the universal, the concrete and the felt. 
In our church life, this is why we encourage new members to find a group to 
connect with. It is why our services are designed to encourage a sense of ulti-
macy. With the intimacy that small groups and gatherings provide, and the ulti-
macy lifted up on Sunday morning, we begin to make sense of the wonder of 
our lives. We create beloved community that reaches beyond ourselves, all year 
long.  
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  From the Minister for Lifespan Religious Education… 
 
 “And how are the children?” 
 
A few years ago, a Unitarian Universalist minister cited this traditional Masai greeting as evidence 
of the value the Masai people place on their children—and as an invitation to consider the value 
we as a society place on our collective children.  “Even warriors with no children of their own 

would always give the traditional answer, ‘All the children are well.’ This meant, of course, that peace and safety 
prevail; the priorities of protecting the young and the powerless are in place; that the Masai people had not for-
gotten their reason for being, their proper function, and their responsibilities.” (http://www.uua.org/worship/
words/readings/108219.shtml) 
 
In the years since that sermon was first delivered, the passage about the Masai greeting has been widely circulated 
by religious educators in Unitarian Universalist congregations and by educators in the larger world.   In looking up 
this citation, I came across a column that debunked the idea that “how are the children?” is the first question that 
Masai people ask each other in greeting (http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2012/jun/27/
michaelgove-kenya).  According to the columnist’s source, the traditional greeting starts with “sopa” (“hello”), and 
the questions in an extended Masai greeting might include “how is the weather?” and “how are the cows?” before 
“how are the children?” 
 
No matter how the Masai greet each other, I know that in our congregation, “How are the children?” is often the 
first question I am asked, right after “hello.”  I know that our congregation places high value on the religious edu-
cation of our children.  And I know that involvement of members of the congregation at large is especially impor-
tant to our children’s experience of the loving embrace of this community. 
 
Mentor to my mentors in religious education, Sophia Fahs wrote “Let us give children opportunities to observe 
common things and happenings and stories that relate to their own experiences. Give them opportunities to sense 
for themselves the mystery in being alive and growing and learning. We would be companionable and sympathetic, 
joining children in their own wonderings and learnings and actions.” 
 
There are many ways to join children in their wonderings, learnings, and actions, including opportunities for short-
term or longer-term involvement: 
 
 Lead a musical activity (play an instrument, teach a song, lead a dance); 
 Read or tell a story; 
 Help with a multi-generational social event; 
 Help with a multi-generational social action activity; 
 Share your experience of a particular religious tradition or spiritual practice; 
 Join a teaching team (prepare and implement lessons using provided curriculum and resources) 
 
If you’d like to volunteer or find out more about these possibilities, please contact me or Kristi Anderson, Mary 
Brown, Susan Comstock, Kerry Galson, Jessica Presto, Maureen Richnak, Winnie Stevenson, or Paul Zalmezak of 
the Religious Education Board. 
 
 
Always learning, 
 

Connie 

   

Rev. Connie 
Grant 



From the Executive Operations Director... 
 
Excerpt taken from UUA Administrators Website: 
 
“Over 70 UU administrators to meet in Providence, RI! 
Tuesday evening we are pleased to have Rev. David Pyle and Sandra Robinson, Executive Op-

erations Director at the Unitarian Church of Evanston, as our featured speakers on the topic: ‘Building Trust 
and Credibility as a Church Administrator: 5 things you should definitely do, and not do, to lead with excel-
lence.’” 
 
I look forward to this rich experience with Rev. David Pyle. 
 
Next month I will report on the homefront at UCE and will give you an update of the UUA GA Administrators 
Day program. 
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News from the Board of Trustees 

Sandra Robinson 

 
 
 
 
Your board of trustees is 
really busy this month. We 
are busy listening.  We hope 
we are actively listening. So 
we may ask you for your 
thoughts on a variety of top-
ics. You can help by talking. 
To us. Trustees are part of 
the link between the congre-
gation and the staff, and we are practicing being good 
at keeping the information flowing.  So bend our ear 
and help us become better at this particular part of 
our job as trustees. 
 
Your board members for the new church year start-
ing July 1 are: Shirley Adams, Karen Courtright, Bar-
bara Ghoshal, Janet Hartmann, Jane Kenamore, Brian 
Nielsen, Michael Takada, Tom Ticknor, Sarah Van-
derwicken, and Dick Whitaker. 
 
Submitted, 
 
Shirley Adams 
Board member  
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
 
The Member Engagement Team is sponsoring the 
next UCE Board Game Night, Friday, July 11 
from 6:30 – 9:00 pm. Bring your favorite board 
or card games and a healthy snack, along with fam-
ily and friends. This is a fun, free Friday night for 
the whole family! 
 
 
Ravinia Family Concert - Ralph’s World July 
19 – UCE Families with young children are heading 
to Ravinia on Saturday, July 19 for the 11am con-
cert “Ralph’s World”. Tickets are $5 per person 
(even the little ones) and can be purchased there. 
The park opens at 10am. Contact Eileen Wiviott at 
ewiviott@hotmail.com if you would like to join the 
group. 
 
 
“Bidder 70” Film showing - Mark your calen-
dars for Friday, August 22. BIDDER 70 follows Tim 
DeChristopher, a Utah college student who de-
railed a widely protested Bush Administration fed-
eral oil and gas land sale, bidding millions to save 
thousands of pristine acres surrounding U.S. Na-
tional Parks—with no intention of paying or drill-
ing. Now he’s paying for it with his future. 



Page  4 - MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 
Sunday, July 6 
"Report from Providence"  
This year more than 4,000 UUs 
gathered in Providence. We voted 
on future actions our association 
will take, struggled with some big 
questions regarding reconciliation, 
and explored the future of our 
faith. Rev. Bret brings this report 
back from Providence and will 
share his thoughts and (even) 
opinions.  
 
 
 
Sunday, July 13 
"Tell me what you love" 
What do you value? What are the 
things that are most important to 
you, that you hold most dear? 
What story does your life tell 
about your values? The struggle to 
live our values, as individuals and 
as a community, begins with un-
derstanding what our true values 
are; how we live them and what 
happens when we do not? Eileen 
Wiviott speaking. 
 
 
 
Sunday, July 20 
“The Spirituality in Technology” 
As a “late adopter,” I’ve always 
been a little slow to embrace the 
latest technology.  But now, I 
think I’m ready to embrace 
twenty-first century technology as 
a spiritual practice.  An explora-
tion of the spirituality in technol-
ogy.  Rev. Connie Grant speaking. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, July 27 
“Causes and Effects” 
The postmodern philosopher Mi-
chel Foucault observed that 
“People know what they do; they 
frequently know why they do 
what they do; but what they don’t 
know is what what they do does.”  
What does that mean in real life? 
Rev. Connie Grant speaking. 
 
 
 
 
 

YOGA ON SUMMER  
SUNDAYS 

 
Join us one hour before summer 
services for gentle yoga, June 8 thru 
August 31, 9:00 to 9:55am.  We usu-
ally meet in Room 2, have extra 
mats if you need them, and do not 
charge for these classes.      
 
Yoga traditions bring awareness to 
your health: breathing in vitality 
and letting go of tension and tight-
ness. Gentle yoga at UCE 
is restorative yoga designed to re-
duce stress, bring relaxation, in-
crease range of motion, and find bal-
ance. If you have never done yoga 
before, this is your opportu-
nity.  Drop in, wear comfortable 
clothing for stretching, and try 
it.  Yoga is learned by doing.      
 
Doug Erickson, John Poust, Jessica 
Tomell-Presto or Dick Whitaker 
will teach.  Contact Dick at 
<dwhitaker4@comcast.net> if you 
have any questions.    

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP  
SERVICES    

 
Shared Offering  
Suggestions  

 
 
If you have a suggestion for an or-
ganization that you’d like UCE to 
share the monthly offering with, 
please submit a shared offering form 
to Eileen Wiviott by July 31.  
 
The form can be found on our web-
site at: ucevanston.org/shared-
offering-recipients or by contacting 
Eileen at ewiviott@hotmail.com.  
 
The Social Action Council will be 
deciding on the 12 monthly recipi-
ents at our August meeting. Sugges-
tions must be 501(c)3 organizations 
doing work that aligns with our UU 
values. We give priority to organiza-
tions we have a direct, institutional 
relationship with and seek to bal-
ance our giving across a spectrum of 
social justice.  
 
Check out Eileen’s membership blog 
for an article about the shared offer-
i n g :  h t t p : / /
u c e m e m b e r -
ship.wordpress.com/2014/06/12/our
-shared-offering  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Giving House this Summer 
will collect syrup, peanut butter, 
jelly, coffee, socks, chapstick, razors, 
lotion and hand sanitizer for the In-
terfaith Action Hospitality Center, 
which provides a place to rest, eat 
breakfast, and use computers, Mon-
day through Friday mornings every 
week of the year, offers these items 
to guests. Please bring your dona-
tions June through August and drop 
them in the pink house by the front 
door. 
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Victory at the Welcome Table! 
 
We all have reached deep to pledge our resources to the vitality of UCE, and we have, for the second year in a 
row, met our pledge goal!  Thanks to all of you who acted as stewards, who designed the logo, who edited and 
proofread pledge materials, who visited members and friends to connect with each other, who mailed and re-
corded and helped create lists, and most especially, to all who pledged financial resources to UCE for the upcom-
ing fiscal year starting July 1st! 

 
For those UCE members and friends who like to sing, but don’t know the words, join John LaPlante and Brian 
Nielsen on Wednesday, July 30 at 7:30 pm at the Church.  Anyone who also has an acoustic (not electric or elec-
tronic) instrument is welcome to join in.  We provide the words and music and you provide the joyous sound.  If 
you want to bring a refreshment to share, that would also be good, but mostly we just want your voice and your 
enthusiasm.  Contact John LaPlante with any questions. 

 
The RA Dining Club’s June Outing was fabulous! 

 
Having our Say:  The Delany Sisters’ First 100 Years 
 
Twelve people from UCE were part of the Rainbow Alliance’s Dining Club Outing on June 22.  It was our best 
outing yet!  
 
We started our Sunday outing at the Noyes Street Café for an excellent brunch.  They were willing to set up one 
table for the 12 of us, so it was a very good-feeling event from the get-go.  They had some brunch choices where a 
glass of Mimosa was included, always a plus to some of us!   
 
Our main event was going to this fabulous play about the Delany Sisters.  The two women who played the sisters 
were just excellent, there’s no other way to say it.   
 
It was a wonderful experience, seeing this play at the Noyes Cultural Arts Center.   
 
 

 
 

Here are two pictures of the 12 of 
us:   
 

On the left side of the table, Jessica 
Harlow, Katrina Ewert, Julia Maher, 
Donna Schiller, Woody Haynes and 
Vito Vitkauskas.  On the right, we 
can see Jean Durkin sitting next to 
Paula Walowitz, then Marty Flint, 
Marty Morrison, Luanne Vanderpool 
and Noel Yovovitch. 
 

2014/2015 Pledge Drive 

Sing Thing is Back! 

News from the Rainbow Alliance 
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Joys and Sorrows have been redacted to protect the  
privacy of our members. 

 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by sending items to 
the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.  
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Common Threads, the UCE knit-
ting group, will meet on July 1 at 
10:00am and July 22  at 7:00pm.  
We meet on the first Tuesday at 
10:00am and the fourth Tuesday 
at 7:00pm every month, usually in 
Room 2.  We make little hats and 
blankets for preemies and other 
newborn babies and shawls for big 
people who we think would like a 
hand-knitted, care shawl.  Some-
times, we also work on our own 
projects.  We have a huge stash of 
donated yarn, needles, and direc-
tions, as well as people who can 
help you improve your knitting 
skills.  Mark the dates on your 
calendar.  See you there. 

 
Calling all bridge players, old or 
new, rusty or active.  Come and 
play bridge at UCE on the 1st and 
3rd Fridays of every month.  This 
month the games will be on July 4 
and 18.  The game on the 4th 
will probably be moved to 
someone’s home.  Be sure to 
check.  Come see us.  We start 
around 7:30pm or as soon as 4 
players arrive.  No partner?  
That’s no problem.  We guarantee 
partners.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction to Unitarian Uni-
versalism: Newcomers to our 
church and our faith are invited to 
join us for a deeper understanding of 
Unitarian Universalism. This session, 
led by Rev. Bret Lortie will provide 
an overview of Unitarian Universalist 
history, the seven principles of our 
faith, church governance, and how we 
live in beloved community. It is de-
signed for anyone who wants to 
know more about our UU faith, and 
is also the first step if you are consid-
ering membership at the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston. 
 
Orientation Toward Member-
ship (OTM): What are the rewards 
and responsibilities of membership? If 
you’ve been considering this question 
and have participated in the Intro to 
Unitarian Universalism class, please 
sign up for Orientation Toward 
Membership. This class, led by Rev. 
Connie Grant and Membership Di-
rector, Eileen Wiviott, will address 
our various spiritual journeys, the 
meaning of covenant, as well as UCE 
programs and activities. By the end of 
the session, you will have a good sen-
se what it means to be a member and 
whether you’re ready to join. 
 
Please register for Intro to UU and 
OTM at the Guest and Member Ser-
vices Table in the lobby or contact 
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott 
at 847-864-1330 x111 or  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. Childcare will 
be provided upon request and with 
one week’s advance notice. 
 
The next scheduled classes: 
 
Intro to UU - Sunday, August 17; 
11:30 - 1pm 
 
Orientation Toward Membership - 
Saturday, August 23; 9am - noon 
 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   

 
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  

Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
   
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Mike Takada   mdtakada@gmail.com 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2017 

Karen Courtright 

kcourtright2001@ameritech.net  

Barbara Ghoshal 

barbaraghoshal@gmail.com  

Dick Whitaker 

dwhitaker4@comcast.net  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 

Common 
Threads 

Bridge at UCE 

Becoming a Member of  
the Unitarian Church of 

Evanston 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Printed on paper with 50% recycled content.  
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MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 
 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 
 

MINISTERS’ SUMMER SCHEDULES 
 

6/23 - 6/30    Rev. Bret Lortie & Rev. Connie Grant at GA 
6/30 - 7/13    Rev. Connie Grant, vacation/study leave 
7/14 - 7/27    Rev. Bret Lortie, study leave  
7/28 - 8/3      Rev. Bret Lortie, vacation  
8/4 - 8/17      Rev. Connie Grant, vacation/study leave 
8/24 - 9/3      Rev. Bret Lortie, vacation  

 

 

 
Soup Kitchens This Fall   
Save These Dates! 

 
 
UCE will host Wednesday night 
soup kitchens on September 26 and 
October 1, 8 and 15 while our 
neighbor Beth Emet celebrates the 
high holy days.  We will provide 
dinner, a sack lunch, and our best 
hospitality to about 100 people 
each night.  Watch the Volunteer 
page and Listserv next fall for op-
portunities to cook or purchase 
food, or volunteer to set up, serve 
or clean up.   

 
 
 


