
 

June 
2014 

 

 
The congregation of 

the 

 
 

Unitarian Church of Unitarian Church of Unitarian Church of Unitarian Church of 
EvanstonEvanstonEvanstonEvanston 

 
 

Invites you and your 
loved ones to stand 

together in a  
 
 

Celebration of Celebration of Celebration of Celebration of     
Marriage EqualityMarriage EqualityMarriage EqualityMarriage Equality 

 
 

Sunday, June 1Sunday, June 1Sunday, June 1Sunday, June 1    
    at 1:00pmat 1:00pmat 1:00pmat 1:00pm 

 
 

On the south lawn of 
the church  

Rev. Bret Lortie 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 
From the Minister for 
Lifespan Religious  
Education - 2 
 
From the Executive  
Operations Director and 
Board President - 3 
 
Membership News - 4, 5, 
6, 7 , 8 
 
Social Action - 9, 10 
 
Membership News - 11 
               
Ministers’ Schedules & 
“The Last Word”  - back 
cover 
 

 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
For some time the Green Sanctuary Movement has urged congregations to go 
paperless. Starting this month, we are taking a couple more significant steps in 
that direction. 

 
First, you'll notice a dramatic reduction in the number of inserts in the order of service. A couple of 
times a year the staff may include something for major all-congregation events such as our major 
fundraisers,  but week-to-week we're going to be taking advantage of our sanctuary's projection 
system to highlight upcoming events. Events will be displayed on the screen before and after ser-
vices, including throughout coffee hour. To have your event (an on-site church event open to all 
members) included in the Sunday "rotation" of events, please send to Carli the event's name, date, 
time, a very brief description, and an optional graphic. We've found that more than a sentence of 
description gets lost on screen. These announcements are less for detailed information and more 
about getting the date and time noticed. 
 
Second, the newsletter is finally going natively digital. Until now, we've designed a paper newsletter, 
turned it into a digital PDF, and then expected 90 percent of you (percent of members not getting a 
mailed paper copy) to read it on screen. Random polling at all levels of membership and leadership 
suggests that as many as half the congregation isn't reading the newsletter. Starting with the August 
newsletter, we will cease monthly publication of the PDF version and go to a weekly electronic 
format with "live" links to columns (a.k.a. blogs) by staff and leaders, events, and all the information 
you're used to getting from the PDF version. 
 
For those of you currently getting the newsletter in electronic format, the only thing that will 
change is that you'll get more timely information in a format that is easier to read on screen. For 
the very few people who are now getting the newsletter in paper format,  we will have paper ver-
sions of major articles and columns available each Sunday — AND we will be offering classes in 
how to access the new online formats. We will also be teaching some general computer skills that 
will help get you up and running with all the congregation's online stuff: the Website, Facebook, and 
the eNewsletter. 
 
In short, these changes will help us serve you better in at least four ways. They will:   

 

- Allow the office staff to focus their time, training, and talent 

- Serve more timely information with weekly instead of monthly publication 

- Save vast amounts of paper 

- Give more groups the opportunity to get their messages out 
 
The Earth thanks you for your support!  
 
- Rev. Bret 
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  From the Minister for Lifespan Religious Education… 
 
     Teaching and Learning 
 
In our religious education program for children and youth, we strive to create an atmosphere of mutual 
respect where questions are welcomed, new ways of thinking are encouraged, and opportunities to put 
values into practice are both implicit and explicit. Curriculum materials are provided, and assistance with 

curriculum implementation and classroom management is available from your Minister for Lifespan Religious Education and 
Religious Education Board.  While no special knowledge is required, your particular interest in the subject matter may help 
to enrich the experience for all.  Next year’s curricula include: 
 
Preschool  “We Are Many, We Are One” introduces the diversity of human experience and presents human differences as 
intrinsically interesting, helping children see differences as invitations to understanding rather than as barriers.   
 
Kindergarten and First Grade  “Creating Home” explores the idea that, like a family home, a congregational home is a 
place of belonging that offers its members certain joys, protections, and responsibilities. “Wonderful Welcome” helps chil-
dren understand and practice values such as friendship, hospitality, and fairness as they investigate how they use gifts they 
can't see or touch to welcome others into their lives.  
 
Second Grade  “Free to Believe” focuses on Unitarian Universalist principles, values, and beliefs through activities, stories, 
games, songs, and discussions, and introduces the lifelong process of finding our own answers to life's big questions. 
 
Third and Fourth Grades  “Spirit of Adventure” explores the meaning of a Unitarian Universalist identity through real-life 
examples drawn from the realm of sports, medicine, food, science, building, exploration, and the web of life. 
 
Fifth and Sixth Grades  Stories from Hebrew Scriptures focus on the major people and events from the “Old Testa-
ment,” exploring the historical context, meaning for people of the times, and meaning for us today. 
 
Seventh and Eighth  “Popcorn Theology” uses selected clips from recent feature films to explore ethical questions  such 
as how the choices we make affect our lives and the lives of others and how truth and meaning relate to perspective and 
point of view.  
 
Senior High Youth Group  Senior High Youth are supported and challenged as they discuss issues important in their lives 
and continue their commitment to their Unitarian Universalist faith and church community.   
 
Our children need adults who are willing to teach and learn with them.  If you would like to explore the possibility of be-
coming part of one of our teaching teams for next year, please contact me or a member of the Religious Education Board. 
 
Keep the faith, 

 

Connie 

Religious Education Fair 
 

Sunday, June 1 
 
The Religious Education Fair is intended to inform the congregation about the activities of our children’s classes 
and for our children to learn about what other classes have been doing this year. Teachers and students will 
represent their classes at tables. You will see the name and grade of the class, as well as a display of artifacts and 
photos from the year. As you go on your “journey” from class to class, stop at the tables (in any order) and 
chat with the children. Visitors to each table will ask a question listed in their Passport, listen to the interesting 
answers, receive a small memento, and have their Passports stamped. Those who collect 6 or more stamps on 
their Passports will win a small prize! 

Rev. Connie 
Grant 



From the Executive Operations Director... 
 
Renowned art restorer Barry Bauman brought new life to Darkness Into Light 
(1961) by Martyl Langsdorf. Loss of paint and stains over the past 60+ years 
needed to be corrected to preserve our sanctuary mural. Post retirement, Barry 
has restored works of art for museums and not-for-profits for a deeply discounted 

fee because he believes that art belongs to all generations.  At UCE we resonate with that belief, en-
joy our works of art, and desire to maintain it for future generations to enjoy as well.  Groups from 
the Art Institute have visited this mural from time to time. The painter of Darkness Into Light, Martyl, 
was best known for the design of the Doomsday Clock. She was a member of UCE until the early 2000’s and passed 
away last year. 

 
Please look back from your seat on Sunday morning or take a dis-
tant look from the chancel. You may be surprised at what you might 
have been missing  . . . or maybe you cherish this piece and will rec-
ognize the beauty Barry’s work has returned to us. 
 
Not only is our art work being cleaned and restored, but much is 
going on behind the scenes to tidy storage rooms, clean our kitchen, 
and accomplish a variety of tasks to keep UCE clean and safe. Please 
take a look at the beautiful new condition of our storage room or-
ganized by Liz Kennedy.  

 
Repairs have been done to rebuild a drain in the parking lot and patch work on the surface. Furnace companies are in-
specting our rooftop HVAC units and submitting quotes. Green Sanctuary folks and staff are busy preparing for the dedi-
cation of the Bill Fischer Rain Garden, our Marriage Equality Dance on Saturday night and festivities on Sunday. All of this 
and more are keeping UCE moving forward. Please read Rev. Bret Lortie’s column about changes to our communications 
coming soon. 
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Sandra Robinson 

From the Board President… 
 
What a rewarding year it’s been to be a member of the UCE Board of Trustees! It’s been a privilege 
to lead such a dedicated and thoughtful group of highly engaged members who care so much about 
UCE and the communities we serve.  
 
A perfect example of the Board’s resolve to live up to its commitment is the time and study dedi-

cated this past year towards looking critically at how we operate as a governing body. For those of 
you ‘keeping score,’ hopefully the phrase ‘policy governance & UCE’ is not new in that Board and UCE Staff is working 
hard to talk openly about this concept. As we move further into a new ‘normal’ with Rev. Bret at the helm, Trustees rec-
ognized opportunities for improvement in the relationships and responsibilities of Board and Staff. At the May Board 
meeting, we agreed to continue investigating what policy governance might look like at UCE. Here is one Trustee’s (Janet 
Hartmann) perspective on policy governance: 
 
“Now that we have a professional staff and a volunteer structure (the councils) in place, the board struggles with how to 
allow these structures the freedom to work and still provide [Board] oversight and risk management. We also struggle 
on how best to make a difference while we serve without duplicating and interfering with the staff [and volunteers]. Our 
current governance does not make either of these easy. Policy governance allows us to clearly set our responsibilities 
and opportunities to make a difference by listening . . . , writing into policy the difference[s]. . . , [maintaining]. . .risk con-
trol. . .and making accountability part of regular board and executive staff practice. These are the basic ideas of Policy 
Governance. I'm excited about policy governance because I see it freeing both board and staff from continually struggling 
with this balance and allowing us to instead spend our energy focusing the congregation's resources on its mission.” 

 
continued on page 4 

Mike Takada 
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From the Board President, contin-
ued from page 3 
 
I encourage everyone to engage your 
Trustees and UCE Staff, asking them 
for more information about this ex-
ercise we are undertaking. Like eve-
rything, please understand this a 
process and know we are aware of 
the importance of communication, 
recognizing we are still in the early 
stages of this study. 
  
In closing, I want to especially recog-
nize Claudia Dancing and Kathy 
Monk for their good work on the 
Board over the past three years as 
their terms come to a close. Kudos 
to Shirley Adams for adeptly filling 
the role of Vice President this year. 
And thank you Janet Hartmann, Jane 
Kenamore, Brian Nielsen, Tom 
Ticknor and Sarah Vanderwicken for 
your contributions toward making 
the team stronger. Special thanks go 
to Jim Clark for faithfully capturing 
our discussions throughout the year 
as Secretary. And a hearty welcome 
to new Trustees, Karen Courtright, 
Barbara Ghoshal, and Dick Whitaker! 
 
It’s been a pleasure serving you and, 
as always, I look forward to seeing 
you in church. 
 

Mike Takada 
 

 
Sunday, June  1, 9 and 11am, 
"Searching for Truth and Mean-
ing" 
In our religious education program 
for children and youth, we are all 
learning all the time.  How do we 
search for truth and meaning to-
gether?  A worship service for all 
ages, facilitated by Rev. Connie 
Grant. 
 

Summer Service Hours will be in 
effect from Sunday, June 8 
through Sunday, August 31. At 
10am there will be one service and 
a children’s activity in room 3 for 
grades K-6. Childcare will also be 
available for younger children. 
 
Sunday, June 8, 10am, “Flower 
Celebration” 
 How is our congregation like a bou-
quet of flowers? Bring a flower (or a 
few) from your garden (or flower 
shop) and take a different flower 
home. We’ll also recognize the many 
volunteers who help our congrega-
tion flourish.   Please bring a salad, 
side dish, or dessert to share at our 
church picnic, which follows the ser-
vice.  Rev. Bret Lortie, Rev. Connie 
Grant, and Eileen Wiviott speaking. 
 
Sunday, June 15, 10am, “The 
Quiet Man” 
As we travel through life, we are of-
ten challenged to relate to and rec-
oncile with fathers who failed to be 
perfect. Rev. Bret tells the story of 
his father.    
 
Sunday, June 22, 10am, “It's Still 
Earth Day” 
Celebrating our relationship to the 
interdependent Web should not be 
limited to one day a year. What are 
we doing now to live better with our 
planet? Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 
 
Sunday, June 29, 10am, “Race 
Matters: A White Liberal's Educa-
tion” 
“Race Matters,” says Cornel West. 
To talk about race I will get very per-
sonal: about how open housing 
marches in Evanston and Kendall 
College's Black Students Association 
influenced me. Find out about the 
experiences of my multi-racial rela-
tives, which of my forebears worked 
on the Underground Railway, the 
Klan in my family, things I am proud 
of and not so proud, and an opportu-
nity missed. Finally, lessons that  I 
think I have learned. Rev. Dr. Jerome 
Stone speaking. 

 
 
“Freedom From Religion  
Foundation” 
Tom Cara, President of the FFRF 
Chicago Chapter, will be with us to 
discuss the organization's mission and 
current programs.  They recently had 
an educational display at Daley Cen-
ter Plaza supporting church/state 
separation and featuring Thomas Jef-
ferson and John Adams.  Bring your 
questions. Discussion leader: Dick 
Whitaker. 
 
Crackerbarrel will be on  
summer hiatus until Sunday, Sep-
tember 7. 
 
 
 
 

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION GROUP  

 

Sunday, June 1 

 

9:30 - 10:30 am 

 
Flower Communion,  

Rain Garden Dedication,  
Church Picnic -  
all on June 8th.  

 
Don’t miss this special Sunday 
when we meet for ONE SER-
VICE AT 10am.  
 
Bring a flower from your garden 
and take a new one home.   
 
After the service we will move to 
the south lawn for our Bill 
Fischer Rain Garden Dedication 
and then enjoy the annual church 
picnic. Bring a salad, side dish, or 
dessert to share. Hamburgers, 
hot dogs (meat and meatless) will 
be provided. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP  
SERVICES    
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Events from last November's auction keep bringing us 
together for creative outings organized by our mem-
bers:  
 
Croquet Tournament and BBQ 
party, Saturday June 7 at 3pm 
to be held on the lawn at UCE. 
Offered by Jan Augustyn & Mike 
Dickenson.  Your bid includes lots 
of salad, BBQ, desserts and 
drink.  We'll play until it's too dark 
to see. Remember, croquet is a great stress re-
liever!  Contact Jan & Mike to reserve your spaces; ar-
range payment through Tom Hempfling.  There are 
seven remaining spaces.    

 
Girls Night Out: Friday, June 
20  Come join us for the annual 
Girls Night Out party. It's a 
lovely Friday evening in June on 
Martha's screen porch with deli-
cious dinner, wonderful wine, 
and convivial conversation. 

Don't miss this UCE women's event! There are pres-
ently six remaining spaces.  If you did not purchase this 
party but you want to join us for an evening of good 
food and good conversation and a tad bit of surprise, 
then it's not too late! Contact Martha Holman at 
holman.martha@gmail.com. Hosted by Barb Seyfried, 
Claudia Dancing, Jenny Walsh, Kathy Talmage, and Mar-
tha Holman. Also sponsored by Ellie Feddersen. 
 
August offers Movie Night and Boys and Girls Night 
Out.  Enjoy the summer with UCE members and 
friends! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are happy that UCE continues to support fair trade. We 
do so by purchasing fairly traded coffee and tea for our 
kitchen, and also by making fairly traded items available at our 
Fair Trade Cart each Sunday. Your purchase at the Cart pro-
vides a living wage to the producers of these items, and as an 
extra bonus, all the proceeds from these sales go to help se-
lected Evanston families each Christmas. Last year we do-
nated $1800 to these families which provided food or cloth-
ing vouchers and a special field trip experience for their stu-
dents.  
 
The Fair Trade Cart will remain open over the summer. It 
will be open from 9:45am to 10am and for 30 minutes after 
the 10am Service has concluded. 
 
You will continue to find the coffee, chocolates, and various 
other items you have enjoyed during the year. Please let us 
know  if you have any suggestions for us so that we can pro-
vide the best service possible. 
We thank you for your generous support and hope to see 
you this coming summer season. 
 
The Fair Trade Team 
Sheila Holder, Joan Retzloff, Donna Schiller and Betty Walker 

Please join us for a Sunday afternoon outing to see a wonder-
ful play called The Delany Sisters.  It is at the Noyes Cul-
tural Arts Center on June 22 at 3:00pm.  It's funny and heart-
warming, featuring a conversation between two sisters. 
  
Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters’ First 100 Years opens as 103
-year-old Sadie and 101-year-old Bessie Delany welcome us 
into their home in Mount Vernon, New York. We, the audi-
ence, are guests in their home as the sisters prepare dinner in 
remembrance of their father's birthday. As they bake a ham, 
stuff a chicken for roasting, and make ambrosia and pound 
cake, they recount a fascinating series of events and anec-
dotes drawn from their rich family history and their careers 
as pioneering African American professional women. They 
lived during the turbulent times for descendants of slaves that 
occurred just after the Civil War, and they continue into the 
present, doing daily yoga exercises and watching the MacNeil/
Lehrer NewsHour each evening. 
  
We will meet at 1:00pm for a brunch at the Noyes Street 
Café across from the Center at 828 Noyes Street.  Join us if 
you can, it's always fun and this is an unusual opportunity for 
an enjoyable Sunday. 
  

Serendipity Auction Gatherings Fair Trade Means Fair Wages 

The Rainbow Alliance Dining Club meets in June! 



 

 
Introduction to Unitarian Uni-
versalism: Newcomers to our 
church and our faith are invited to 
join us for a deeper understanding of 
Unitarian Universalism. This session, 
led by Rev. Bret Lortie will provide 
an overview of Unitarian Universalist 
history, the seven principles of our 
faith, church governance, and how 
we live in beloved community. It is 
designed for anyone who wants to 
know more about our UU faith, and 
is also the first step if you are consid-
ering membership at the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston. 
 
Orientation Toward Member-
ship (OTM): What are the rewards 
and responsibilities of membership? If 
you’ve been considering this question 
and have participated in the Intro to 
Unitarian Universalism class, please 
sign up for Orientation Toward 
Membership. This class, led by Rev. 
Connie Grant and Membership Di-
rector, Eileen Wiviott, will address 
our various spiritual journeys, the 
meaning of covenant, as well as UCE 
programs and activities. By the end of 
the session, you will have a good sen-
se what it means to be a member and 
whether you’re ready to join. 
 
Please register for Intro to UU and 
OTM at the Guest and Member Ser-
vices Table in the lobby or contact 
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott 
at 847-864-1330 x111 or  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. Childcare 
will be provided upon request and 
with one week’s advance notice. 
 
 
The next scheduled classes: 
 
Intro to UU - Sunday, August 17; 
11:30 - 1pm 
 
Orientation Toward Membership - 
Saturday, August 23; 9am - noon 
 

 
Our congregation is engaging in a 
one on one listening campaign for 
the second year in a row. More 
than twenty members of the con-
gregation have been trained to 
initiate and conduct these 30-45 
minute, mutual conversations. 
These conversations strengthen 
the fabric of relationship in our 
community and help us to identify 
our values. As we better under-
stand our hopes for the world and 
how we want to move toward 
those ends, we build connection 
and power. We hope to reach as 
many members of the congrega-
tion as we can. If you’d like to  
have a 1-on-1 conversation, 
contact Eileen Wiviott at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com. 
 

Our Learning Associates team 
works with Rev. Connie Grant to 
plan and implement religious edu-
cation programs for adults, focus-
ing on regular Tuesday evening 
classes and workshops. If you have 
an idea for something you’d like 
to learn or something you’d like 
to teach, please contact a member 
of our team. Brian Nielsen, Dan 
Soloman, Jerry Stone, Dick 
Whitaker, Rev. Connie Grant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Men's Group went to 
'Starved Rock State Park' on the 
weekend of May 16-18. It was our 
'Annual Spring Retreat.’ We'll 
choose somewhere nice again 
next year. Although the weather 
started out a little cool & rainy, it 
cleared up eventually & was quite 
sunny. We thank John Tobin for 
leading the topic involving each of 
us guys on Saturday morning. 
 
We appreciate the large turnout 
that came to our Mom's Day 
Luncheon held at church on May 
11th. Each lady attending was 
given a rose & everyone shared a 
Pita Inn's Mediterranean meal on 
that Sunday. 
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News from the  
UCE Men’s Group 

 

One on One Listening 
Campaign Underway  

Becoming a Member of the  
Unitarian Church of Evanston 

 
 

End-of-Year Minister’s 
Town Hall Meeting 

 
 

Sunday, June 22 - 12pm 
 
 
 

It's been quite a year, and 
Rev. Bret would like your 
feedback about how it has 
felt for you. We'll start out 
reflecting on the two-service 
transition — and then ad-
dress other questions as time 
allows.  

 

Adult Religious  
Education 
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Joys and Sorrows have been redacted to protect the privacy of our members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by sending items to 
the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.  
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Joys and Sorrows have been redacted to protect the privacy of our members. 

 
 
 

 
 

Joys and Sorrows Continued from page 7 
 



The Unitarian Universalist Network of Illinois 
(UUANI) trip to Springfield on May 22 resulted in 
opportunities to talk in person with our legisla-
tors.  Seven people from UCE made the trip as well 
as others from Unity Temple and Quincy. Our bus 
from Chicago was delayed but that turned out to be 
a great opportunity to talk with each other about 
how we do social justice work and why, how isolated 
actions can build movements, and how we can use 
positive visions of a desired future to motivate ac-
tion.   
 
Later, in Springfield, we found opportunities in hall-
ways of the capitol to talk with representatives and 
senators about increasing minimum wages and keep-
ing the 5% rate for state income taxes.  This is one of 
the most important issues this year. Reducing the tax 
rate would negatively impact Illinois citizens in both 
urban and rural settings, old and young.  We will con-
tinue this work with the UUANI and CRS.  Join us. 

 
UCE will host Wednesday night soup kitchens on 
September 26 and October 1, 8 and 15 while our 
neighbor Beth Emet celebrates the high holy 
days.  We will provide dinner, a sack lunch, and our 
best hospitality to about 100 people each 
night.  Watch the Volunteer page and Listserv next 
fall for opportunities to cook or purchase food, or 
volunteer to set up, serve or clean up.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Peace Pole Garden - A place of simple 
beauty, well tended and loved.   On a recent 
Sunday, Peace & Justice Team member Gini Sayad 
met with the kindergarten-first grade class to thank 
them for planting tulips around the peace pole, in-
cluding presenting them with a lovely card made by 
Ally Hunter.  
 
The proposal to change the existing Peace Pole area 
into a Zen garden, with as many visions of what a 
Zen garden looks like as there were people com-
menting, engendered a lively discussion among UCE 
members including the grounds people, Executive 
Team and others.  It was decided to maintain the ex-
isting garden, with a renewed commitment to keep it 
clean, watered and weed free.  The decision was 
based on the considerations that a Zen-inspired sand 
garden would be used by outdoor cats as a litter box, 
with an increased use of the area as an ash tray for 
cigarette butts.  
 
A benefit of maintaining the present design of the 
garden is that the children will continue to be able to 
plant bulbs in the area. The Peace and Justice team 
supports the decision since the original idea of a Zen 
Garden was to have a garden of simple beauty, well 
tended and loved. With renewed commitment to pay 
attention to the existing garden, including removal of 
the dead holly bush, it appears that everyone’s goals 
were met. Thanks to everyone who gave input. 
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News from Peace and Justice 

 

By Kate Poole 

 

News from the  
Community Renewal Society/ UUANI  

(UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)   

 
Food and Shelter Team  
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Are you looking for ways to alleviate hunger 
and homelessness in our area? Check out the 
volunteer page of the UCE website for a print-
able list of volunteer opportunities with de-
tails. Contact Eileen Wiviott at  
ewiviott@hotmail.com if you have questions 
or want more information. 

 

Soup Kitchens This Fall — Save These Dates! 
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Here at UCE, we take seriously the job of 
“protecting our interdependent web of creation.”  
 
Many church members protect our planet by elimi-
nating waste through strategic and frequent recy-
cling. It is easy to recycle many items at home, right? 
But what do we do with non-recyclable or difficult-
to-recycle items like batteries, nylons, or toothpaste 
tubes? 
 
As part of the Green Sanctuary’s Zero Waste initia-
tive, UCE is pleased to introduce special recycling 
through community services and through a company 
called Terracycle. Terracycle converts non-
recyclable waste into new and useful products. More 
information can be obtained by visiting teracy-
cle.com, or by contacting Heather Brown  
heathermbrown1970@sbcglobal.net or  
Michelle Reed reed.c.m@gmail.com. 
 
Many of you may have noticed our special recycling 
unit under the coat rack at church, and may be won-
dering how you can participate. Currently, you can 
bring the following items into church to recycle: 
Batteries, used or torn nylons, printer cartridges, 
cell phones*, Brita brand water filters*, and 
toothbrushes, floss containers, and empty tooth-
paste containers* (*Items will be recycled through 
Terracycle) 
 
Items that are recycled through Terracyle will be 
mailed periodically to processing facilities where 
they will be converted in to new items like purses, 
park benches, kites, or school bags. We hope you 
are able to take advantage of our free recycling ser-
vice and help us achieve our goal of Zero Waste. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A very successful Garden Swap took place Friday, 
May 23rd from 4 to 7 PM in the UCE parking lot.   
 
Many were present to both donate and give garden 
supplies including plants, books, tools, and contain-
ers.  
 
It was a beautiful afternoon, with sun shining, music 
playing and a warm spirit of community filling the air.  
 
No money was exchanged, only good will and a love 
of gardening and even if you had nothing to contrib-
ute to the swap, you could take home what you 
wanted. There was enough for all.  
 
Thanks to Doug Erickson for bringing this event to 
UCE for the 2nd year.  
 

Volunteers needed for  
Monday Lunches at Second Baptist  

 

June 16, July 21, and August 18 
 
Each summer UCE commits to three dates to 
provide food, set up, serve and clean up the meal 
for those who might otherwise be hungry in 
Evanston. Please sign up to join a team for any or 
all of these dates. Sign up sheets are on the bulle-
tin board in the lobby and on the volunteer page 
of our website: ucevanston.org/volunteer-
opportunities. 

 

News from Green Sanctuary 

 

By Andy Fischer 

 

“Zero Waste”: Recycling Services at the Unitarian 

Church of Evanston  
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Common Threads, the UCE knit-
ting group, will meet on June 3rd 
at 10:00am and June 24 at 7:00pm.  
We meet on the first Tuesday at 
10:00am and the fourth Tuesday 
at 7:00pm every month, usually in 
Room 2.   
 
We make little hats and blankets 
for preemies and other newborn 
babies and shawls for big people 
who we think would like a hand-
knitted, care shawl.   
 
Sometimes, we also work on our 
own projects.  We have a huge 
stash of donated yarn, needles, 
and directions, as well as people 
who can help you improve your 
knitting skills.  Mark the dates 
on your calendar.  See you 
there. 

 

 
Calling all bridge players, old or 
new, rusty or active.   
 
Come and play bridge at UCE on 
the 1st and 3rd Fridays of every 
month.  This month the games will 
be on June 6 and 20.   
 
Come see us.  We start around 
7:30pm or as soon as 4 players 
arrive.   
 
No partner?  That’s no problem.  
We guarantee partners.    
 
 
 
 
 

Ricky Byrdsong Race  
 

Sunday, June 15 - Long Field 
at the corner of Sheridan and 

Lincoln St. in Evanston 
 

Now in its fifteenth year, the 

Ricky Byrdsong Memorial Race 

Against Hate was launched to 

honor the legacy of Ricky Byrd-

song and bring attention to the 

need to combat hatred in all its 

forms. Proceeds from the Race 

benefit the work of the YWCA 

Evanston/North Shore, especially 

in areas of violence prevention 

and racial equity.  

 

Online registration will close 

Tuesday, June 11 at 5pm. After 

that time, please plan on register-

ing at a packet pick-up or on Race 

Day. When you register online, select 

Unitarian Church of Evanston as your 

team. 
 
10K starts 7:30am 
 
5k walk/run starts 7:45am 
 
Youth mile (9-13 year olds) starts 
9:00am 
 
Youth mile (8 & under) starts  
9:15am 
 
Awards Presentation 9:30am 
 
 
 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   

 
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  

Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

Common 
Threads 

Bridge at UCE 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Printed on paper with 50% recycled content.  
Please recycle.                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 

 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 

the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

 
Our Giving 

House 
 
 
 

For the summer months, Our Giving 
House will collect syrup, peanut but-
ter, jelly and coffee, socks, chapstick, 
razors, lotion and hand sanitizer. An 
odd assortment of items you might 
think. However, the Interfaith Action 
Hospitality Center, which provides a 
place to rest, eat breakfast, and use 
computers, Monday through Friday 
mornings every week of the year, pro-
vides these items to visitors. Please 
bring your donations June through Au-
gust and drop them in the pink house 
by the front door. 
 


