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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...

{ k“: Another First

‘ " This is a year of firsts for us. Not for you. Not for me. For Us. In the fall we began our worship life to-
Rev. Bre m,e gether. In the winter we began two services. Now that spring has arrived we are talking about stewardship
and generosity, together, for the first time.

Each of us gives as we are able. Giving more than we are able never feels right, and not something this church would ever
ask. Giving less than we are able also fails to bring the joy that can happen when our generosity and values align. The ques-
tion is are we each giving in a way that truly lives up to our excitement about this saving faith of Unitarian Universalism — for
it is a saving faith. It is saving people from the traps of materialism and selfishness. It is saving people from the illusion of
alienation and separateness. It is saving people from the exclusion they've felt from other religions.

These are some of my passionate feelings about what we are doing. We all found our way to this church and have chosen to
throw in with this diverse lot. There's a reason for your choice of why you are here and not someplace else on Sunday
morning. I'm grateful you’ve made a choice to be at the Unitarian Church of Evanston, as have I.

See you in church,

Bret

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister for Lifespan Religious Education ...

One of the first legal same-sex weddings in the state of lllinois, the marriage of Mary Cameli and Susan
Sporer was celebrated at the Unitarian Church of Evanston on Saturday, February 22. After hearing the
news that a judge’s ruling would allow marriage equality to become effective immediately in Cook County,
Sue and Mary headed to the Department of Vital Records at the Daley Center to apply for their license.
Rev. Connie Grant Mapy told me that the clerk edited the license form with a Sharpie pen to delete the words “bride” and
“groom” from the document. An article in the Sun Times describes Sue and _
Mary’s experience:  http://www.suntimes.com/news/brown/25751829-452/
just-another-same-sex-marriage-thats-something-to-celebrate-brown.html

Mary sent me an email with the subject line “gay wedding emergency,” asking
me to conduct their ceremony the next day. Less than 24 hours later, our
lower level conference room was transformed into a wedding chapel, with
background music provided by the orchestra rehearsing in the sanctuary
above and conference chairs arranged in rows for family members who at-
tended. | had the honor of officiating at the legal marriage of the two brides,
Mary and Sue.

The ceremony included these words from the majority opinion written by
Chief Justice Margaret Marshall in the case of Goodridge versus the Massa-
chusetts Department of Public Health, November 18, 2003: “Because it fulfils
yearnings for security, safe haven, and connection that express our common
humanity, civil marriage is an esteemed institution, and the decision whether
and whom to marry is among life’s momentous acts of self-definition.... That
couples are willing to embrace marriage’s solemn obligations of exclusivity,
mutual support, and commitment to one another is a testament to the en-
during place of marriage in our laws and in the human spirit.”

iﬂ

In joy,
Connie
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From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations
Director ...

Here’s what’s happening at UCE today....

Sandra Robinson

Thank you to all for the volunteer work at UCE today, and to Michael
Grider for assisting with changing bulbs and installing fixtures in the
sanctuary.

On March 15, congregants, staff, leadership, ministers and friends
gather to celebrate and install Rev. Bret Lortie as our Senior Minister.
Thank you to Meredith Haydon and Kathy Talmage for chairing our
hospitality team for the evening.

This weekend UCE is host to the UU Mid-America Region Cultural

Competency Conference from Friday, February 28" 7-9 (registration  Ally Hunter of the UCE Pledge Drive Team pre-
pares to install a Pledge Drive display in the lobby

at 6:30) through Saturday evening. Shirley Adams, Claudia Dancing,
Ryan Rogulich, Liz Kennedy and Chris Allender will assist with food
detail throughout the event. Thank you.

Our Pledge Drive Team has been hard at work. You will see images
appear in our lobby that will reflect the Making Room at Our Table
theme. The kick-off cook-off is planned for this Sunday, March 2.
Thank you Martha Holman and Kristen Larsen and team for creating a
well-run process and environment of generosity at UCE. Our pro-
grams, our mission, our facility and our values are all supported by the
results of their efforts.

Please feel free to contact me at any time to convey your thoughts,
concerns, and hopes related to the building, grounds and administra-
tion of this church. Policies, guidelines, financial information and other A
important doF:uments are always on hand .in my office. | am here to ay Fisher, Robb (';éigr 2nd Brian Meister
answer questions and help congregants be in-the-know about how we prepare to move the lift into the sanctuary.
work to keep UCE running smoothly and moving forward.

“Notify Sandra’” Box

There is a box in the office where you can submit a note to me
with comments and questions.

For example:

o If you find that something is broken during your time at
church, just write it down and | will get it taken care of.

If you need something and you don’t know who to ask or how to get it, write it
down and | will follow up with you if you leave your name, email and/or phone
number.

You get the idea. It is your input that keeps me aware of items | may not see or ex-
perience in my normal work day. UCE is a busy place with lots of people and many
activities. It takes all of us to keep our church clean, safe and in good working order. |
hope you find this new tool helpful.

Andy Fisher prepares the path for the lift
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7~  WORSHIP
(=) SERVICES
N AS

= 9amand Il am

Sunday, March 2

“A Place at the Table”

Creating a culture of generosity cre-
ates more room in our community
for love and outreach, and that em-
powers us to help create a world
more primed for justice. Rev. Bret
Lortie speaking.

Sunday, March 9

“Lectio Divina”

The spiritual practice of Lectio Di-
vina (of savoring the word) teaches
us to read with attention what is
within a text, not just what it says.
Likewise, if in the process of reading
the world with care we become
more aware of its imperfections and
challenges, then what? Then we act!
Rev. Bret Lortie speaking.

*Saturday, March 15 - Tpm
Installation service of the Rev.
Bret Lortie

The Rev. Alan Taylor, of Unity Tem-
ple Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion, will deliver the sermon.

Sunday, March 16

"Lessons of Advocacy Ministry”
Rev. David Pyle will share three les-
sons about social justice, church life,
and life in general that have come
from his ministry amongst the home-
less in Ventura California — a minis-
try he never imagined prior to being
ordained by UCE in 2010, and a min-
istry that has changed his life. Rev.
David Pyle speaking.

Sunday, March 23

Can You CON?

Our high school youth will recreate
for the congregation the experience
of a Youth CON, where teens and
advisors from area congregations
gather for worship, learning, and
connecting with each other. This is a
worship service for all ages.

Sunday, March 30

A Chicago Dream: Unitarian Uni-
versalism Today and Tomorrow

As we celebrate the completion of
our stewardship campaign to create
more room at our table, we ask what
we can do to create a visible and
united movement of liberal faith in
Chicago. Rev. Bret Lortie speaking.

CRACKERBARREL
DISCUSSION
GROUP
9:30 - 10:30 am

Sunday, March 2

Taxing and Spending in lllinois:

A Study in Status Quo Bias

lllinois State Sen. Daniel Biss repre-
sents the 9th District of lllinois,
which includes many UCE members.
Daniel was a member of the legisla-
tive pension reform conference com-
mittee and serves on Senate commit-
tees on education, higher education,
environment, local government, and
licensed activities & pensions. Previ-
ously a mathematics professor at the
University of Chicago, Daniel has a
strong interest in education and envi-
ronmental policy as well as fiscal is-
sues. He lives in Evanston and wel-
comes a lively discussion following
his remarks. Discussion leader:
Brenda Russell Cooksey

Sunday, March 9

The Poetry of Robert Frost

One of this country's most distin-
guished poets, Robert Frost has been
celebrated by many, derided by oth-
ers as intellectually deficient. We will
have an opportunity to make up our
own minds as Chris Isely (Poet Lau-
reate of UCE) leads a discussion of a
few of Frost's poems. Discussion
leader: Alex Sproul

Sunday, March 16

The Death of Expertise

Comment pages following online ar-
ticles allow both those with expert
points of view and blowhards with an
axe to grind equal opportunity to
voice opinions. It has become ac-
cepted that everyone’s opinion about
anything is as good as anyone else’s.
True experts are derided as elitists
and challenged by others with false
status or who flaunt their ignorance
as a “democratic right.” But having
equal rights does not mean having
equal talents, equal abilities, or equal
knowledge. Discussion leaders:
Gordon Mallett and Jim Kepler-.

Sunday, March 23

The Many Faces of Judaism

Guest speaker Barbara Bennett, a
former Reformed cantor, will lead us
through various Jewish Orthodox
and non-Orthodox movements, from
ultraconservative groups to more
recently developing Jewish Humanist
congregations. All Jews, regardless of
the ways in which they celebrate
their religion, adhere to common
values of monotheism, charity, and
recognition of their being a part of
the universal Jewish community. Dis-
cussion leader: Jim Kepler.

Sunday, March 30

Adults on the Autism Spectrum
Julie and Mike Tracy have created a
non-profit organization to help ad-
dress the challenges facing young
adults with autism. Working with
Rush University Medical Center, they
are developing residences on the
Near West Side of Chicago that will
provide a supported passage to an
interesting and fully integrated com-
munity life. Urban Autism Solutions
seeks to promote socialization, psy-
chiatric stability, and a strong sense
of community while supporting adults
in advancing their independence as
well as vocational and educational
achievements. Discussion leaders:
Julie and Mike Tracy.
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MAKING ROOM at OURTABLE

Unitarian Church of Evanston 2015 Pledge Drive

March is Pledge Drive Month at
UCE. The campaign will begin
with a Cook-Off Kick-Off on Sun-
day, March 2, after both the 9:00
and |1:00 services. Everyone will
have a chance to taste contest-
ants' chili and cookie creations
and vote for their favorite. Please
join us at the table!

You should have received a
packet of information about the
2015 Pledge Drive, including infor-
mation to help you determine
your family’s financial contribution
to the church for next year. Soon
a Visiting Steward will contact and
invite you to share your thoughts
about UCE. We hope you will
welcome the interchange. This
year we will pledge $540,000 to
support our FY|5 Budget priori-
ties. The congregation has an op-
portunity to respond to these pri-
orities in their meetings with the
Visiting Stewards as well as at the
Town Hall meeting on April |3.
We also ask that you turn in your
pledge form by Sunday, March 30,
so that the budget for 2015 can
be finalized.

Your increased pledge provides
the nourishment and abundance
to put our radical hospitality into
action. We thank you for your
support of our mission together.

Martha Holman and Kristin Lar-
sen, 2015 Pledge Drive Co-Chairs

If you're happy and you know it:
Rummage Sale!

If you're happy and you know it:
Rummage Sale!

If you're happy and you know it,
VOLUNTEER so you can show it!

if you're happy and you know it:
Rummage Sale!

If you're happy and you know it:
Give clothes and shoes!

If you're happy and you know it:
Give computers, sports, and lin-
ens!

If you're happy and you know it,
give housewares, books and jew-
els!

If you're happy and you know it:
Rummage Sale!

Last week in April bring stuff in!
Rummage Sale Friday May 2, Sat-
urday, May 3!

News from the
Endowment Committee

By Barb Butz

With gratitude

to all who have

given to the En-

dowment Fund,

we  announce

that as of De-
cember 31, 2013, the fund totaled
over $217,000, making $10,866
available for special projects this
calendar year.

Endowment Trustees recently ap-
proved a Board request for
$3,100 to support the installation
ceremony of Reverend Bret Lor-
tie, coming up soon on March 15.

Maggie Wilson and Nancy Lee
UCE SONIC

w COLLABORATION

Contribute a recorded musical "sample,"
which will be melded into a sonorous

unity, to be presented on Music Sunday,
April 27.

Vocal, instrumental, and electronic sub-
missions can be recorded at the church
or at home.

Musical parameters will be distributed in
print.

See Music Director, Bart Bradfield.
Deadline March 15

Midwest Unitarian Universalist
Summer Assembly (MUUSA)
at Trout Lodge in Potosi, Missouri
from June 29-July 5.

It is a fantastic opportunity to be
with a community of UUs in a bu-
colic setting. Fun for people of all
ages!! There are programs for chil-
dren and teens.

Imagine having your children doing
their own program during the day
while you attend adult work-
shops? For more information:

http://www.facebook.com/
Muusa2013

http://www.muusa.org

Talk to Will or Johna Van Dyke,
David Linsell, Chris Peters, Bill Hay-
ward, Rose Baldwin or Claudia
Dancing for more information.
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News from the
Congregational Relations
Team

By John LaPlante

The UCE Annual Stewardship Cam-
paign is about to start, and while the
Congregational Relations Team
(CRT) has no direct involvement
(other than fulfilling our personal in-
dividual pledges), the pledge cam-
paign home visits are another way to
reach out to the congregation. In
addition to talking about the financial
health of the church, these visits are
also about giving our church mem-
bers an opportunity to tell us what
they like (and possibly don’t like)
about their church experience.

If anyone is having a personal conflict
within our church family, this will be
an opportunity to let us know and
perhaps ask for help in resolving that
conflict. But you do not need to
wait for your annual pledge visit to
begin working this out. Any member
of the CRT is always available to
members of the UCE community
who would like our assistance deal-
ing with any relationship difficulties
within the church. In addition to
meeting individual relationship needs,
the CRT is also available to conduct
our workshop “We Can Work It
Out: Constructive Engagement as
Part of Health Engagement” to any
group requesting it. For information
please contact CRT Chair Carla

carla.leone | 0@gmail.com.

Mentoring Meeting #2

Program: Pass With Flying Colors,
Sheila Fenn speaking

Date: Sunday, March 30 (after the
second service)

Time: 12:30 to [:45pm

Place: UCE

Join us for the second meeting in our
on-going mentoring program.

Please RSVP by email:
michael@evanstongroup.com

Our featured speaker will be Sheila
Fenn who represents Pass With
Flying Colors. “Pass With Flying
Colors prepares Chicago’s under-
served high school students to be
successful in college. PWFC is an
eight-year college access and persis-
tence program. During high school,
PWEFC students participate in aca-
demic enrichment, leadership devel-
opment and college readiness pro-
grams. PWFC students continue to
receive personal support and men-
toring during their college years so
their college degree becomes a real-
ity. PWFC students graduate from
college at dramatically higher rates
than their peers, with opportunity
for economic stability and choices in
their adult lives.”

UCE Men’s Group

The UCE Men's Group will spend
our 'Annual Spring Retreat Week-
end' of Friday evening May 16, til
Sunday morning May |8, together at
Starved Rock State Park.

We'll share double rooms gentleman
and have our meals all together in
the restaurant. If interested, come to
our meeting at 7:00pm Sunday,
March 9. Transportation and agenda
will be discussed at that time. Space
is filling up quickly for those wishing
to attend, so be sure to make your
decision soon.

Men’s Group meets every other Sun-
day at church.

For more information contact

Dave Woods
dnwoodsé | 8@sbcglobal.net

The Intergenerational Book
Group will meet on Friday, March 7
from 7pm-8:30pm at UCE to dis-
cuss Dead End in Norvelt, by Jack
Gantos.

Readers of all ages are encouraged
to join us for lively conversation!

Contact Julie Bernstein at with ques-
tions. julie@shebazzle.com

Leone-Sands at

yoga.

YOGA ON SUNDAYS

Join us Sunday morning for hatha yoga, 8:00 — 8:55am. Yoga traditions bring awareness to your health: breathing in vitality, letting go of
tension and tightness. Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation, increase range of motion, and find balance — restorative

If you never have done yoga before, this is your opportunity. Drop in, wear comfortable clothing for stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community yoga mats provided if needed. For more information, contact Doug Erickson, thinkactlove@gmail.com or
Jessica Tomell-Presto, prestomgk@comcast.net




Page 7 - MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Adult Religious Education

Empowering Women Around
the World

We will be using, as a guide, a book by
New York Times' journalists, Nicholas
Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn: Half the Sky, Turning Oppres-
sion Into Opportunity for Women Worldwide. Each chapter
refers to one organization working to empower women.

Participants will be invited to choose and report on one
of those chapters/organizations.

A small bit of online research may be necessary, though
will not be required. Included will be a Skype interview to
India, regarding work done with tribal women, with the
possibility of another Skype interview with a member of
the Unitarian Church in Bloomington, Indiana who is
working with tribal women in Kenya. Led by Margie Ro-
gasner

Zealot: The Life and Times of
Jesus of Nazareth

Tuesdays, April I, 8, 15, 22 at
7pm

—
US OF NAZARE

This four-session group discussion of
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of
Nazareth by Reza Aslan (Random House, 2013), will
explore the book's academic argument, its challenge
to common Christian views on the meaning of Jesus'
life, and how its conclusions highlight issues that have
particular relevance to Unitarian Universalists today.
Zealot made it to #| on the New York Times best
seller list last year, despite its scholarly approach
with over 50 pages of endnotes and an extensive bib-
liography. The notice the book received in the popu-
lar press was in part because the author Reza Aslan,
a scholar of the history of religions with degrees
from Santa Clara University, Harvard, and the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbara, is Muslim. Facili-
tated by Brian Nielsen. Please sign up on the Reli-
gious Education bulletin board near the Lobby or
register with the UCE office (847-864-1330 ext 102
or RE@UCEvanston.org).

February 2014 New Members

From left to right: Noél Yovovich, Eva Compisi, Christine Compisi, Alice Compisi.

Eva & Christine Compisi - After spending time in
several cities across the US, they are happy to be
putting down roots in Evanston. Their daughter, Ali
(2), loves reading and dancing; she anxiously awaits
the birth of her baby sister due April 28. Christine
works as a Physician Assistant at Evanston Hospital
and they are fortunate enough to have Eva stay home
with Ali. They can be found playing in the parks
around Evanston, grilling in their backyard and cheer-
ing on the Green Bay Packers.

Noél Yovovich has come to the Unitarian church
as part of a near-total life make over. The things that
have remained constant are the pursuit of art, mainly
in the form of jewelry plus painting, and being the
mother of four adult children who are physically scat-
tered but emotionally close. The embrace of this sup-
portive community is wonderful beyond all expecta-

Pledge Drive
Kick-Off Cook-Off

Sunday, March 2

[ |
MAKING ROOM at OUR TABLE

Please join us for the Pledge
Drive Kick-Off with a COOK
-OFF on Sunday, March 2 af-
ter both the 9 and | lam ser-
vices. We welcome everyone
to our table.
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JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by send-
ing items to the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at
ucevanston.org/members section.

Joys and Sorrows have been redacted to protect the privacy of our members.
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News from the Community Renewal
Society

By Dale Griffin, Steve Serikaku and Kate Poole

Join us -
Small Steps Toward “A World Made Whole”

Please join us in a Community Renewal Society (CRS)
trip to Springfield on April 8 to talk with legislators
about laws that could make meaningful differences in
our community. We will learn about the issues on
the bus and meet in teams with legislators in their
offices or “at the rail.” It is an effective way to com-
municate our personal values to legislators, who do
appreciate the input of people acting out of concern
for others rather than for personal gain. Please con-
tact Dale Griffin dalecgriffin@comcast.net or other
members of the UCE CRS leadership team for info.

Issues are:

Elimination of lifetime bans on some employment
of people with criminal records

Reduction of the 30 day maximum time in jail be-
fore a preliminary hearing

Removing the flat tax requirement in the lllinois
constitution, with a goal of better funding of
education and other health and human ser-
vices

Increasing minimum wages

The UCE Peace and Justice Team is collaborating
with Community Renewal Society and ‘A Better llli-
nois’ to support a just income tax with the goal of
accountable government with the priorities of cutting
waste, fraud and mismanagement - while protecting
education, human services, public safety and health
care.

For more information, go to abetterillinois.org to see
how you can participate.

We’re in the UUANI
(UU Advocacy Network of lllinois)

The recently created UUANI includes over 20 UU
congregations in lllinois. We kicked things off with
300 members going to Springfield in November for
the marriage equality rally and UUANI organizational
meeting. The UUANI board selected Economic Jus-
tice as the next issue to address. This will include
supporting other organization on the efforts to allow
a graduated income tax in lllinois, increased minimum
wages, and potentially other issues that have an eco-

nomic justice component. The issue will be a good
fit with other UCE and CRS actions.

- Dale Griffin

Our Giving House for the
month of March is collect-
ing Canned Goods of all
kinds. These canned goods
will supply our annual Easter

' canned good hunt (instead of
eggs). After the fun of collecting, all the cans will be
given to Hilda’s Place Shelter Food Pantry. Bring in
beans, soup, peas, carrots, beets, chili.....buy what
you like, get a few extra cans and put them in our
little pink house by the front door.

Saturday Morning Kids Time - March 15, from
9:45 — 12:15. Volunteers from UCE meet with chil-
dren living at the Jonquil Hotel of Good News Part-
ners once a month for crafts, activities and cooking. If
you’d like to volunteer, please sign up on the website
under the volunteer tab or contact Eileen Wiviott
ewiviott@hotmail.com for details.

Save the Date!
Composting Fair

April 6

12 - 1:30pm
in our sanctuary
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Becoming a Member of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston

It is our hope that everyone who enters our doors feels
a sense of belonging. To be known and to know others is
one of our deepest longings and one of the main reasons
so many have been a part of this community for so long.
If you are thinking about what it means to be a member
of UCE, the rewards and the responsibilities, and
whether you and your family are ready to join, sign up to
attend Introduction to Unitarian Universalism and Orien-
tation Toward Membership classes. This two-step proc-
ess is designed to help you understand our faith — the
history, principles and sources - and to explore your
spiritual journey and where you hope your journey will
take you next.

Upcoming classes are:

Intro to UU, led by Rev. Bret
Sunday, March 9, 12:30 — 2:30pm

Orientation Toward Membership, led by Rev.
Connie and Eileen
Saturday, March 15, 9am — [2pm

Childcare can be provided for any of these classes with
one week’s notice. Please contact Eileen Wiviott, Mem-
bership Director, at ewiviott@hotmail.com to sign up
and/or request childcare.

Covenant Groups

Are you interested in joining a covenant group? A new
covenant group is beginning, which will meet on the 2nd
Wednesdays of the month, 7-9pm and there are openings
in existing groups as well. Covenant groups provide a
way to deepen connection and foster spiritual growth.
Please contact Eileen Wiviott at ewiviott@hotmail.com
for more details.

Join us for a rewarding service-learning
adventure in Nicaragua!

Informational Meeting
March 16, 12:30pm

For the past ten year members of the UUCW
Church in Brookfield, Wisc have been volunteering
to help build homes in Nicaragua. On March 16 at
[2:30pm, members of the Brookfield Church will
show slides and describe the multi-generational ser-
vice project they’'ve been involved in to help the
residents of this impoverished area.

Since 2004, UUCW members have teamed up with a
non-profit  service-learning organization called
‘Bridges to Community’ to work with people from
different socio-economic and cultural backgrounds
to create sustainable community development in
Nicaragua and serve as agents of change, both locally
and globally.

This summer their goal is to send 45 volunteers to
work in three villages — Nindiri, Masaya and Jinotega.
Come and find out what happens on a typical
“bridgade”, find out what this service project has
meant to families of the Brookfield-West UU
Church, and how members at UCE can participate.

Soup Kitchen
Wednesday, April 16

We will serve dinner to about 100 guests while our
neighbor Beth Emet celebrates Passover.
Volunteers will be needed to cook and donate food,
set up, serve and clean up. Please watch the listserv and
tables for signups in the mid-March.

- Janet Hartmann

News From the Music
Committee

o

Thanks go out to three generous individuals who re-
cently donated items to the Music Program:

Robb Geiger designed and built the beautiful synthe-
sizer cabinet.

Lynn Kendall donated the opulent crystal singing bowl,
pitched at "D."

Tom Hempfling donated the much needed drum
set, skillfully inaugurated last Sunday by Liam O' Con-
nor.

Thank you !
Bart Bradfield and the Music Committee
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Common
Threads

Common Threads, the UCE knitting
group, will meet on March 4 at 10am
and March 25 at 7:00pm.

We meet on the first Tuesday at
10:00am and the fourth Tuesday at
7:00pm every month, usually in Room
2. We make little hats and blankets
for preemies and other newborn ba-
bies and shawls for people who we
think would like a hand-knitted, care
shawl. Sometimes, we also work on
our own projects.

We have a huge stash of donated
yarn, needles, and directions, as well
as people who can help you improve
your knitting skills. Mark the dates
on your calendar. See you there.

Passover Seder
Dinner

Friday, April 18
6:30 — 8:30pm

oo

Revisit your Jewish roots or explore
an old tradition new to you. Everyone
is invited! Expand your cooking reper-
toire with a Passover-friendly dish.
Bring props representing the 10
plagues which ultimately convince the
Pharaoh to let Moses and his people
go! We will tell the Passover story and
share symbolic and traditional foods.

Rotisserie chicken, matzoh, charoset
and Seder plate items will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to
share. In keeping with Jewish dietary
laws, please do not include pork, shell-
fish, dairy products, or leavening (no
yeast, baking soda or baking powder).

Cost is $5 for adults, $3 for children
and $15 max for families. ~RSVP and
pay in advance, in the lobby on Sun-
days or to the UCE office. Any ques-
tions, please contact Maureen Richnak
at mrichnak@sbcglobal.net. Join us!

Resources for UCE Available
from the UUA

By Linda LaPlante

As we work as a congregation to in-
crease our contributions to the Unitar-
ian Universalist Association, folks have
asked just what services we receive
from our Association. Here are some
of them:

o Credentials and fellowships Unitar-
ian Universalist ministers and pro-
vides search and settlement assis-
tance, as well as professional devel-
opment grants and workshops.
They train and refer interim minis-
ters as well as other special minis-
terial services, such as the disaster
assistance provided to various con-
gregations by our own Bret Lortie.

o Develops Religious Education and
Lifespan Faith Development Cur-
ricula for education, worship, advo-
cacy and social action for use in
congregations, many of which we
use here at UCE.

o Organizes and provides resources
for advocacy and witness for social
justice issues, particularly for indi-
viduals who are marginalized be-
cause of racial-ethnic identity, sex-
ual orientation or mental or physi-
cal disabilities. They make available
curricula, workshops, worship
guides and consultation services,
which have also been used here at
UCE.

o Provides worship resources on
many subjects, including worship
theory, music, multigenerational
worship, the use of technology, and
ceremonies, sermons, readings and
meditations shared by their au-
thors.

o Consultation services on conduct-
ing financial matters, strategic plan-
ning, membership development,
practicing hospitality and other
congregational management issues.

The Mid America Region and Chi-
cago Area organizations exist to
bring many of these services to a more
local, hands-on availability.

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS

The UCE newsletter is published monthly. All
newsletter articles should be sent to Editor
Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-
missions may be sent by email (preferred), or
as legible ‘hard copy.” WANT MORE NEWS?
Join the UCE Announcements list for email
news items throughout the week. Call or
email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-
864-1330. Also consider the UCE website,
www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of
information.

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201

www.ucevanston.org

Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-
ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant,
Minister for Lifespan Religious Education
(103), Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of
Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra
Robinson, Executive Operations Director
(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager
(109); cCarli Magel, Communications Co-
ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-
ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office
Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey Ken-
nedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich
Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014

Claudia Dancing cd@claudiadancing.com
Kathy Monk km@bravenewpictures.com
Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015
Janet Hartmann  jtwrosl@comcast.net
Jane Kenamore
jkenamore@ameritech.net
Tom Ticknor tticknor@aol.com
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016
Shirley Adams
shirley@comeoutdancing.com
Brian Nielsen
b-nielsen@northwestern.edu
Sarah Vanderwicken
vanderesq@mindspring.com

SECRETARY

Jim Clark james807 @shcglobal.net




MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research,
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in
the newsletter. If are a member of UCE, and you
need a number, you may get it from the Church
Office or in the Members’ Directory at
ucevanston.org/members.

UCE is on Twitter and
Facebook!

(i

(@ucevanston

facebook b

Search for “Unitarian Church of
Evanston” on facebook or visit
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Unitarian-Church-of-
Evanston/340225191437
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