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Sunday, May 18, after 
the second service. 

 
 

Email packets will be 
sent out two weeks 
prior to the meeting 
which will include: 
 
2014-15 Budget, agenda, 
Board slate and nomi-
nees for leadership posi-
tions at UCE. 
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Look at UCE this Spring… 

 
 

Rummage Sale 2014 – Set up begins Sunday, April 27 at 1pm. 
Take stock of your home contents and closets and donate galore 
to this major recycling, fundraiser and community building event 
at UCE. The sale is Friday, May 2,  9-6 and Saturday, May 2, 9-12 

 
UCE Coffeehouse Night - On Saturday May 10 at 7pm. Musicians, 
singer-songwriters, performers and poets will perform for an evening of 
eye and ear candy. Welcome spring with song, poetry and good spirit! 
Coffee and delightful pastries will be served ($5 suggested donation). If 
you are interested in performing contact Alicia Hempfling 
at aohempfling@gmail.com. 

 
Celebration Dance Party in honor of Marriage Equality    
Saturday, May 31 in the sanctuary. The Amy Kelly Band will perform. 
Members and friends of all ages can dance to live music spanning decades 
from Roy Orbison to Adele. Refreshments, Libations and Snacks will be 
served. Child care will be provided. Tickets are $15 per person to cover 
costs. 

 
UU Wanna Dance?  More than 40 attendees kicked off the new bi-
monthly dance event at UCE. Watch UCE publications for the next date 
of this exciting opportunity for dance lessons, swing with fellow UU’s, 
slide to the beat of the electric slide and experience the thrill of line 
dancing. 

 
Bill Fischer Rain Garden Dedication - June 8 following the only service of the day (10 
am), Renee, Bill’s children and friends will join us as we honor this wonderful man dedi-
cated to Green Sanctuary who passed away last year on Earth Day. The second rain gar-
den was designed to receive the remaining water that spills from the roof of the sanctuary 
rather than allowing it to be lost in the water system. 
 
 
 

Watch the newsletter, website and listserv messages to keep up-to-date on the many activities and 
programs at UCE. We offer Adult Religious Education Classes on Tuesday evenings, Films and Panel 
Discussions, Common Threads Knitting Ministry, Bridge, Scrabble, Star Trekkers, Book Groups, Cove-
nant Groups, Concerts and other opportunities.  
 

Questions, more information or to propose new ideas, contact  Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations 
Director at srobinson@ucevanston.org 
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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...  
 

The "G" Word 
 

Last month, in my sermon exploring process theology, I learned a lot about how many ways we, as a congregation, 
relate to what theologian Paul Tillich called the Ground of Being (a.k.a. the big "G"). Never had a sermon I'd 
preached agitated so much energy—some positive and enthusiastic, some questioning and curious, some a little 

upset. None of these were wrong reactions. Some told me it was the first time they'd considered what a postmodern idea of God 
might be—a finite Motive Power of Love that is limited by the bounds of time, space, even physics. Others said they were in-
trigued by the ideas within process theology and wanted to know more. Others said it was the most disturbing sermon they'd 
ever heard preached in a Unitarian Universalist church, because they'd never heard a sermon about God before within these walls. 
I was thrilled by all these comments, for you all shared your thoughts with kindness and a spirit of wanting to reconcile what you 
heard with your own experience. That's one reason I have office hours—for you to come by and talk about what's going on in 
your spiritual lives, even—especially—when the message of the week has agitated you to some epiphany or conviction about what 
you believe. Come by, sit, and tell me what you believe.  
 

I'm not sure everyone heard what I said at the beginning of the sermon, and what I said is relevant to moving forward. First, I said 
that the primary gospel of that morning was the Gospel of Your Experience, which for us is primary in the search for Truth. That 
means that no matter what I say, on any given Sunday, if what I say does not resonate with your experience—you are required to 
do one of two things: reject it or be curious about it. As a free thinker you cannot in good conscience accept something that does 
not resonate with experience and life. Second, I said that I wasn't telling you what God is. How could I know what the word, God, 
designates? God, in linguistic terms, is a symbol or signifier. But for what? A being? A paradox? A process? A set of mathematical 
constants and laws? Humanity's been working on solving this question for more than 5,000 years. I said that I was sharing with you 
an idea about God that fascinates me, that has inspired my curiosity. Process theology informs my free search for truth and mean-
ing, and I'm so excited about the ideas that I want to share them with you. 
 

Know this, on any given Sunday this is what I am doing. Not telling you what Truth is, but lifting up the clues and sign posts that I 
have found for Truth along a spiritual path that is mine. Our is a unique form of religious thought that allows for this kind of back 
and forth between minister and congregation. My call is not to tell you the truth, but to encourage you to find it yourself. This is 
different than asking you to make up a truth. I do believe Truth is out there to be discovered—but each of us has to find it, and 
the language to express it, on our own. 
 

See you in church,  
Bret 

Rev. Bret Lortie 

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister for Lifespan Religious Education ...  
 

The meaning of multi-generational community 
 

Does this passage describe our multi-generational community at the Unitarian Church of Evanston? 
 

“A community in which everyone is seen as teacher and learner; in which every age and stage of life is equally valued 
and equally supported by whatever tangible and intangible resources the community has to offer; in which every age 
and stage of life is allowed to contribute whatever tangible and intangible resources it has to offer; a community in 

which no decision is made about the life of the community—whether in the area of worship, physical plant, fundraising, budgeting, 
social action, the arts, education, or any other—without consideration of its impact on and opportunities for every member of the 
community.” 

 

For me, this passage by Judith Frediani, recently retired as Director of Lifespan Faith Development at the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, is both descriptive and aspirational.  A further description and aspiration I would add is that we take into account 
those who are not yet part of the community. 
 

These considerations are important, not because these are ways we “should” do things, but because these are ways we can fully 
“practice what it means to be human,” as Unitarian Universalist theologian James Luther Adams put it.   
 

For many of us, our religious community is the one place where we encounter people of different generations on a regular basis in 
our daily lives.  As individuals of various ages and stages of life, we may have different needs, different ways of contributing; differ-
ent perspectives and interests; different communication channels and different learning styles.  And we have so many of those 
things in common with each other, even as individuals of various ages and stages of life.  Sometimes our needs are met separately, 
and sometimes together.  Even when we are apart, we are not separated. 
 

Do we recognize each other as full participants in and contributors to the life of our congregation, who come together to nurture 
the human spirit for a world made whole? 
 

In faith, 
Connie 

Rev. Connie 
Grant 



From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...  
 

This week at UCE has been invigorating starting with Music Sunday, a sanctuary filled with members, 
friends and guests participating, listening to the choir, and feeling the hope of spring and the spirit of 
community. 
 

This week as I write I am running from my office to various departments throughout the church as-
sisting with Rummage Sale set-up, advising on pricing and working with volunteers and leaders Maggie Wilson and Nancy 
Lee to make sure things work smoothly for a successful Rummage Sale this weekend. 
 

Next week Dick Whitaker and I will be meeting with the roofing contractor who did roof repairs last summer to ensure 
that we continue to have a leak-free building and prepare for another potential snowy and icy winter by taking special 
precautions with ice melting features on the roof. 
 

Frank Boudart and I have been meeting regarding plans for the wing lighting installation starting in July. Johna Van Dyke 
and I met with drapery makers to consider replacement of the aging and rotting drapes in the office, Room 2 and Room 
3. 
 

The Green Sanctuary, Buildings and Grounds and staff have been working on a plan for some time to provide composting 
opportunities to members of UCE. More details have been provided in an article by Eileen Wiviott further in this news-
letter issue. We are excited about this new initiative. 
 

Please take note of the many activities and programs of this church. We continue to move forward in making this place 
comfortable and conducive to learning, sharing in community and providing a place for all who want to share in our UU 
denomination and to those who are seeking to learn more about Unitarian Universalism and UCE.  In addition, hundreds 
of people pass through our doors monthly as attendees of rentals enjoy music concerts, after school programs and 
other activities. 
 
Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director 
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Sandra Robinson 

From Mike Takada, Board President ...  
 
Temperatures above freezing? Check.  Find kids’ soccer cleats & shin guards? Check. Red robins bob-
bob-bob ‘in along? Check. Well then, I guess it’s official: we’re finally into a new (warmer?) season in 
the Chicagoland area! 
 
One only needs to look at the UCE Calendar on our website, the announcements in Sunday’s Order 
of Service or this newsletter to see there’s no hibernation activity going on at UCE! The Board of 
Trustees is no exception either.  We’ve actively supported the efforts of the recently concluded Pledge Drive, through 
work as visiting stewards, pledging early as well as answering Bret’s call for increasing our pledge. In addition, we continue 
to strengthen our relationship with the always hard-working Religious Education Board. Most recently we met as a group 
in March and intend for another gathering, probably around food before the end of June.  
 
The Board, Executive Team, along with several board members and Rev. Taylor from Unity Temple – Oak Park is going 
through the paces in early May about core concepts and applications of policy based governance that will help clearly de-
fine relationships between UCE members, the Board and the Senior Minister specific to governance and management. 
The Board and Executive Team got our feet wet gaining a peek into what policy based governance might look like at UCE 
these past two months by reviewing examples provided by Rev. Bret. We’re also fortunate in that Shirley Adams, Vice 
President, has direct experience with this governance model from her church days in Atlanta! As past boards aspired to 
focus more on strategy, we’ve fallen short on how that would look. We believe policy based governance will provide a 
structure for realizing this aspiration! 
 
I am so grateful to be part of this dynamic religious community that continuously feeds my heart, mind and soul. 
I’ll see you in church. 
 
Mike Takada 

Mike Takada 
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“ 

 
Sunday, May 4  
"The Problem of Good"   
Human evil is a reality in our 
world. It takes the form of injus-
tice, greed, hatred, indifference, 
violence and war. Science pro-
poses that the origins of these 
base impulses are remnants 
of  early evolutionary sur-
vival instincts with which we must 
still contend. Therefore, more 
intriguing perhaps, is the origin of 
good. Between moral codes and 
natural ones, there exists a reason 
to be good. Rev. Bret Lortie 
speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, May 11 
“Mothering  Stories” 
How is mothering different from 
motherhood?  Who’s a mama?  
Stories of mothering and mama-
hood and what they mean in our 
lives.  A worship service for all 
ages.  Rev. Connie Grant and Rev. 
Bret Lortie speaking. 
 
 
Sunday, May 18 
"The Ministry in Governance"   
The way we structure a congrega-
tion is more than administration 
and operations. Our governance 
reflects not only our aspirations 
but also our values. As our con-
gregational leadership examines 
"how" we do church, it is also 
worth examining "why" we want 
to explore deeper ways to live 
out our mission to the 
world. Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 25 
“Bless All Who Have Served”  
Memorial Day honors, specifically, 
those who have offered to pay, or 
have paid, the ultimate price for 
freedom. Our service will recog-
nize the service of veterans and 
members of the armed forces, as 
well as putting into context our 
deep desire to sow seeds of 
peace in the world. Rev. Bret Lor-
tie speaking. 

Sunday, May 4 
“The many faces of Unitarian  
Universalism” 
The multi-facetedness of Unitarian 
Universalism is one of its distin-
guishing characteristics.  Where 
has our theological diversity 
brought us, and where are we 
headed?  Some history and trends 
in Unitarian Universalism. Discus-
sion leader: Connie Grant. 
 
Sunday, May 11 
“Engineers Without Borders” 
Robb Geiger will lead a discussion 
of the problems with traditional 
development models and why 
they often do more harm than 
good. He will share some stories 
from his recent trip to Guatemala 
with Engineers Without Borders 
and talk about some of the (many) 
problems that the group encoun-
ters while doing their pro-
jects. Discussion leader: Robb 
Geiger. 
 
Sunday, May 18 
“American Writers Museum” 
Chicago may become home to 
the Barack Obama Presidential 
Library and the George Lucas 
Cultural Arts Museum. Guest 

speaker Nike Whitcomb will in-
troduce us to the definitely-
coming-to-Chicago AWM. There 
are more than 17,500 museums in 
the United States that focus on 
art, history, sports, pop culture, 
science, technology, race, and eth-
nicity. Some small museums com-
memorate the lives of individual 
writers, but there is not a single 
museum dedicated to the history 
of American literature and to 
American writers. Soon that will 
change. Discussion leader: Jim Ke-
pler. 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 25 
“Gender and income in equal-
ity in the United States” 
Statistics show the ratio of female 
to male median yearly earnings 
among full-time, year-round 
(FTYR) workers favors men, with 
the latter earning 19 percent 
more than female counterparts. 
Are these numbers realistic or a 
byproduct of bad analysis? Many 
believe a true injustice is at play. 
Discussion leader: Irv Badr. 

WORSHIP 
 SERVICES    

9 am and 11 am 

CRACKERBARREL  
DISCUSSION 

GROUP  
9:30 - 10:30 am 

Mother’s Day  
Child Dedications 

 
On Mother’s Day, May 11, a cere-
mony of dedication of children will 
be included in the service on re-
quest.  In this ceremony, children 
are named and blessed, parents 
dedicate themselves to the young 
lives entrusted to them, and the 
congregation dedicates itself to be a 
loving community in which all may 
thrive.  This ceremony is appropri-
ate for infants as well as children 
who may be new to the congrega-
tion or have not previously been 
dedicated. Parents who would like 
their children to be included in this 
ceremony are asked to contact Rev. 
Connie Grant by May 4.   
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Thanks to all who pledged or 
pledged again!  We are very close to 
our goal, and there are about 20 of 
you who have not yet given us a 
pledge form for FY15.  We need 

you! The budget must be finalized, and we can't do that 
unless we have all the pledges in. If you are one of the 
missing pledges - or think you may be - please go to our 
UCE website ucevanston.org to download a pledge 
form. Or you may call the office for a form: 847-864-
1330.  If you wish to remain a member, but cannot 
pledge at this time, please let us know by signing the 
form as an Affirmed Member. 
 
As we wrap up this year's pledge drive, we the co-chairs 
are signing on to run the drive again next year.  It has 
been a pleasure and a privilege (okay and a little bit of 
work too) to serve the congregation in this way.  This 
church community is important to us personally, and we 
believe the church plays a vital role in the larger commu-
nity. We observed at the recent youth service that  our 
children are learning to be in the world in a kind and 
thoughtful way.  We have found solace, support, and 
inspiration here, and the comments from the pledge 
drive forms show that many of you have too.  Over-
whelmingly, you said that the church is awesome, that 
you love the music and the sermons, that you are 
pleased with our amazing staff including “newbie” Rever-
end Bret, and that you are jazzed by the increasing social 
justice work. 
 
This past Friday, the visiting stewards met to celebrate a 
job well done and to share feedback on the process of 
our pledge drive.  They reported enjoying the meetings 
they had during the pledging process, both with people 
they already knew, and with people who were new to 
them.  Being a steward is rewarding for that very reason 
- it helps to build our community by  learning more 
about each other as we talk and listen, bringing us all 
closer together.    
  
Thinking about the church this way makes us all realize 
how pledging our share of the operating budget is well 
worth it:  we get the church community and all it brings 
us (and the world) today, and we help ensure that the 
Unitarian Church of Evanston will be here in the future 
for all who seek what we have to offer.  Priceless! 

 

Pledge Drive Update 

Our Giving House for 
t h e  m o n t h  o f 
May is collecting toiletries 
including:  
 

Deodorant, Toothpaste, 
Toothbrushes, Bar Soap, 
and Razors. Please bring 

your generous donations put them in the little 
pink house by the front door. Your donations will be 
matched by the Betty Walker Covenant 
Group. The Donations will be given to Connections for 
the Homeless. Thank you for your generosity. 
The Giving House is sponsored by the Food and Shel-
ter Team. 
 

Thank you to Maureen and Larry Richnak, Ellie Fedder-
son, Heather Brown and Ally Hunter for sponsoring in 
April.  
 

If you have questions or are interested in sponsoring 
the Giving House please contact Clara Walker at 
walker.clara@yahoo.com  

Easter Canned Goods Hunt - 4/20/2014 
 

 
 
High schoolers organized 
the event and hid the 
cans, children found the 
hidden cans and traded 
them in for goodie bags. 
Cans will be donated to 
Hilda’s Place Shelter. 
  
 
 



 

 
The Intergenerational Book 
Group will meet for the final dis-
cussion this school/worship year 
on Friday, May 9 from 7pm-
8:30pm at UCE to discuss The 
Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963, 
by Christopher Paul Cur-
tis.  Readers of all ages are en-
couraged to join us for lively con-
versation!  Contact Julie Bernstein 
at julie@shebazzle.com with ques-
tions. 
 
The non-fiction book group is 
picking books for the next year on 
Sunday May 4, if you would like to 
contribute, please join us. 

 
Introduction  to  Unitarian 
Universalism:  Newcomers  to 
our church and our faith are in-
vited to join us for a deeper un-
derstanding of Unitarian Univers-
alism. This 2 hour session, led by 
Rev. Bret Lortie will provide an 
overview of Unitarian Universalist 
history,  the  seven  principles  of 
our faith, church governance, and 
how we live in beloved commu-
nity. It is designed for anyone who 
wants to know more about our 
UU faith, and is also the first step 
if you are considering membership 
at the Unitarian Church of Evans-
ton. 
 
Orientation Toward Member-
ship (OTM): What are the re-
wards  and  responsibilities  of 
membership? Why should I con-
sider membership at the Unitarian 

Church  of  Evanston?  If  you’ve 
been  considering  this  questions 
and have participated in the Intro 
to  Unitarian  Universalism  class, 
please sign up for Orientation To-
ward Membership. This class, led 
by Rev. Connie Grant and Mem-
bership Director, Eileen Wiviott, 
will address our various spiritual 
journeys,  the  meaning  of  cove-
nant,  as well  as UCE programs 
and activities. By the end of the 
session,  you  will  have  a  good 
sense of what it means to be a 
member  and  whether  you’re 
ready to join.  
 
Please register for Intro to UU 
and OTM at the Guest and Mem-
ber Services Table in the lobby or 
contact  Membership  Director, 
Eileen  Wiviott  at  847-864-1330 
x111  or  ewiviott@hotmail.com. 
Childcare will be provided upon 
request and one weeks advance 
notice. 
 

Intro to UU will be  Sunday,  
August 17 at 11:30am 
 
OTM will be on Saturday, August 
23 at 9am 
 

 
Last summer we conducted a suc-
cessful one-on-one congregational 
listening  campaign  and  we  will 
continue this intentional practice 
beginning in May through July. If 
you heard Rev. Alan Taylor's ser-
mon at Bret's Installation (a copy 
is available upon email request to 
Bret), you might have been as in-
spired as I  was to develop this 
powerful tool. These 30-45 min-
ute conversations help build rela-
tionships and strengthen the fabric 
of our thriving community. They 
also help to identify leaders and 
encourage each of us to discern 
and live our values. Listeners will 
be  trained  Wednesday,  May  7 
from 7-8:30pm and  we  will  be 
contacting  members  to  initiate 
one-on-one conversations soon. If 
you would like to be a listener or 
have someone contact you to set 
up a one-on-one, contact Eileen 
Wiviott at ewiviott@hotmail.com. 

Page 6 - MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

UCE Book Groups 

 

Becoming a Member of the  
Unitarian Church of  

Evanston 

 
Ricky Byrdsong  

Race Against Hate 
 
 
 
 

Join the UCE Team for the Ricky Byrdsong Race Against Hate, Sunday, 
June 15th. Runs/walks beginning at 7:30am. Register at www.ywca.org/
evanston  - click on “Race Registration in now open!” Click to join a team 
and select Unitarian Church of Evanston.  
 
If you can’t run or walk the race but want to participate, you can sponsor a 
walker/runner or you can volunteer to staff the UCE table on the field. 
This is the 15th year of the race so let’s have a great UCE showing. Regis-
ter before May 1st to get the early bird rate. If you have questions, contact 
Martha Holman by email at holman.martha@gmail.com. 

 

One-on-One Congregational 
Listening Campaign 
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Joys and Sorrows have been redacted 
to protect the privacy of our  
members. 

 
 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by sending items to 
the church office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 - MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
Joys and Sorrows continued from page 7… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unitarian Universalist Humanism  

 
Tuesdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27, 7 - 9pm 

 
This class will show how atheists and agnostics-with 
controversy-found leadership roles among the Uni-
tarians and Universalists.  Topics will include: The 
Free Religious Association, "The Issue in the West," 
John Dietrich, Curtis Reese, the Humanist Manifesto, 
Kenneth Patton's "mystical humanism," the struggles 
at the UU merger and over the UU Principles, the 
HUUmanists, and religious naturalism. We will look 
at changes in humanism and the role of humanism in 
our congregation. Suggested readings include: Mason 
Olds, American Religious Humanism; the Humanist Mani-
festo (on line); William Murry, Reason and Rever-
ence; and William F. Schulz, Making the Manifesto. A 
Learning Associates program facilitated by Jerry 
Stone, UCE's affiliated community minister.  
 
 

 

Adult Religious Education 

Stand Against Racism 

 

23 people and one dog gathered in front of our church on Friday, April 23rd to Stand on the Side of Love. We 
joined the YWCA and hundreds of people in Evanston and across the country in the 3rd Annual Stand Against 
Racism. Together, we committed to "stand against racism and discrimination of any kind and to a lifetime of pro-
moting peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all people in our community and in the world." 



CRS and UUANI Actions and Plans 
 
We were 17 strong on the CRS Springfield trip April 
8, making up two teams each visiting four legislative 
offices in support of employment opportunities for 
former prisoners, less time in jail before a preliminary 
hearing, and the Fair Tax proposal for Illinois.  What 
great direct involvement by citizens and people of 
faith!  As part of the group of over 500 in the Com-
munity Renewal Society group, we were noticed by 
legislators and we made a difference. 
 
Our new UU Advocacy Network of Illinois (UUANI) 
is focusing on economic justice issues, and 9 of us 
went to the Austin town hall meeting on Fair Tax and 
increased minimum wage with 4 legislators and 200 
others on April 16.  
 
Next up is a trip to Springfield on Thursday, May 22 
as part of UUANI  and Raise Illinois, on the minimum 
wage issue.  Please contact Dale Griffin to join us on 
the  on the educational, exciting and effective trip - 
dalecgriffin@comcast.net. 

 
A range of events celebrate Memorial Day,  

a Day of Remembrance 
 
Memorial Day is a day of remembrance to honor all 
Americans who have died while in the military ser-
vice.  Memorial Day also marks the start of the sum-
mer vacation season and the weekend has become 
filled with numerous events ranging from Chicago’s  
Memorial Day Parade, one of the largest Memorial 
Day parades in the country, to Navy Pier’s Lake Fire-
works Cruise, to more local events such as the an-
nual Chicago Gaelic Park Irish Fest, held for four 

days. 
 
But have you ever wondered how to honor Memo-
rial Day in a more pensive state of remembrance? 
Right here in Evanston, the American Legion Post 42 
will host a community reflection and ceremony hon-

oring America’s fallen heroes. The annual Memorial 
Day ceremony will be held at Fountain Square– Vet-
erans Memorial Plaza (near the intersection of 
Sherman Ave. and Davis St.) at 10am on Monday, 
May 26. 
 
For those of you who want to honor veterans who 
served tour duty in foreign war zones but already 
have Memorial weekend plans, join the American Le-
gion Post 42 and VFW William Snell Post 7186 as 
they honor Evanston veterans on Saturday, May 17 at 
1pm in the Main Evanston Public Library, First Floor, 
1703 Orrington Ave.  If you would like to nominate a 
veteran to receive an award for their duty in a for-
eign war zone, please contact Commander James 

Brusek at 773-263-4726. 
 
And, as always, the UCE congregation will honor our 

fallen veterans on Sunday, May 25.  
 
 

 
 

Your talents needed for new Zen Garden  
around the UCE Peace Pole 

 

How to maintain the space around the Peace Pole at 
the front entrance of UCE has been the topic of dis-
cussion by the Peace and Justice Committee, mem-
bers of the Green Sanctuary, leaders of grounds 
maintenance, and church staff. The site is in direct 
sunlight most of the day, making it difficult to main-
tain most flowers and plantings without the need for 

constant watering during the summer.  
 
The overall consensus has been that a Zen rock gar-
den would be the best alternative for the site, with 
the understanding that maintenance will be required 
over the years to keep the area looking its best. This 
is where you come in! We are looking for people 
with an interest designing this type of garden and 
those of you who would like to help build and main-
tain the garden. The timeframe is in the next couple 
of months, beginning soon with the design. We’ll 
keep anyone who is interested posted.  For more 

information please contact Gini Sayad at  
virsayad@gmail.com or Kate Poole at  
kadipoole@gmail.com.  Thank you.  
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News from Peace and Justice 

 

By Kate Poole 

 

News from the  
Community Renewal Society/ UUANI  

(UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)   
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One of the most effective ways to lessen our impact on the interdependent web of creation is to harness the 
nutrients from our food scraps and convert them into nutrient rich soil, while at the same time lessening the 
flow of garbage to landfills. Any seasoned camper knows the rule, "leave nothing behind." What you take into 
a camp site, you take out so the beauty of the place is preserved. In this same spirit, we remember that when 
we throw something away, there really is no "away."  
 
Green Sanctuary is pleased to introduce  Member Composting at UCE as part of a zero waste initiative. As 
many of you realize, we have been composting at our church through Collective Resource, Inc. for several years, 
diverting half of our waste from landfills and turning it into a nutrient rich, organic compost.  Many of our 
members compost at home, some through Collective Resource, others in their own backyards. However, many 
people live in apartments or condos where it can be difficult to compost. To promote this sustainable practice 
we encourage members to take part in the composting program at church.  
 
There are two green totes at the south end of our parking 
lot with a sign indicating the costs and instructions for 
bringing your compost. To participate, please contribute 
$5 per month per person, with a $20 max per 
month per family. This is a significant cost savings for 
this service, which allows your family to divert all of your 
food waste (including meat, bones, oils, citrus) from the 
landfills. You can pay for this service by setting up auto-
matic payments on our website www.ucevanston.org, by 
sending in your check to the church office with "compost" 
written in the memo line, or by dropping your payment in 
the offering basket using a payment envelope from the back 
of your hymnal.  
 
You can bring your family’s food scraps to church in a small container and simply dump them in the tote when 
you come to church. There are more details about the procedures and payment on our web-
site's  Green Sanctuary page. For more information, contact Eileen Wiviott at ewiviott@hotmail.com 
 or Erlene Howard at erlene@collectiveresource.com.   
 

 
This event, with the Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle, is a twice yearly fun and productive after-
noon in the woods.  Choice of finding/pulling garlic mustard or planting native seeds. We meet at 1:00pm and 
have a brief religious opening at 1:15pm before heading off into the woods with our forest preserve stewards 
Jane and John Balaban.  They have achieved, through persistent weekend efforts of volunteers, acres of natural 
savannahs in Harms Woods.  The activity is suitable for kids 10+ to seniors.  Wear work clothes and boots if 
it might be wet.   
 
Please email Dale Griffin at dalecgriffin@comcast.net to let us give a count for supplies.  Meet at the parking 
lot on the west side of Harms Road just south of Glenview Road.  1-4 pm or earlier if you need to leave.  
 

 

Harms Woods Restoration Project 

 

Sunday, May 18 at 1pm 

 

"Leave Nothing Behind" - Member Composting at the Unitarian Church of Evanston  
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Common Threads, the UCE knit-
ting group, will meet on May 6 at 
10:00am and May 27 at 7:00pm.  
We meet on the first Tuesday at 
10:00am and the fourth Tuesday 
at 7:00pm every month, usually in 
Room 2.  We make little hats and 
blankets for preemies and other 
newborn babies and shawls for big 
people who we think would like a 
hand-knitted, care shawl.  Some-
times, we also work on our own 
projects.  We have a huge stash of 
donated yarn, needles, and direc-
tions, as well as people who can 
help you improve your knitting 
skills.  Mark the dates on your cal-
endar.  See you there. 

 
Calling all bridge players, old or 
new, rusty or active.  Come and 
play bridge at UCE on the 1st and 
3rd Fridays of every month.  This 
month the game on May 2 will not 
be held at UCE but on May 16 we 
will be at UCE.  Come see us.  
We start around 7:30pm or as 
soon as 4 players arrive.  No part-
ner?  That’s no problem.  We 
guarantee partners.    

Sunday, May 11 is Mother’s 
Day. To honor this occasion, the 
UCE Men's Group will, as usual, 
be sponsoring a luncheon at 
church after the 11:00am service.  
 
A flower will be presented to each 
lady attending the luncheon & 
we'll be serving a Pita Inn 'special' 
with all the trimmings (vegetarian 
as well  as meat servings).  
 
Families, bring your mother for a 
fine luncheon after church on 
Mother’s Day. 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 

 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 

newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 

Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-

missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 

as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 

Join the UCE Announcements list for email 

news items throughout the week. Call or 

email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-

864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 

www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 

information.   
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 

www.ucevanston.org 
 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-

ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 

Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 

(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 

Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 

Robinson, Executive Operations Director 

(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 

(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-

ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-

ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 

Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  Ken-

nedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 

Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 

Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 

Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  

Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  

 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 

Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 

Jane Kenamore  

           jkenamore@ameritech.net 

Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 

 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 

Shirley Adams              

     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 

Brian Nielsen  

       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 

Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  

 

SECRETARY 

Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 

 

  YOGA ON  SUNDAYS 
 
 
 

Join us Sunday morning for hatha yoga,  8:00 – 8:55am.  Yoga traditions 
bring awareness to your health: breathing in vitality, letting go of tension 
and tightness. Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation, 
increase range of motion, and find balance – restorative yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga before, this is your opportunity. Drop in, wear 
comfortable clothing for stretching, and try it. Yoga is learned by doing. 
Community yoga mats provided if needed.  For more information, contact 
Doug Erickson, thinkactlove@gmail.com or Jessica Tomell-Presto,  
prestomgk@comcast.net 

Common 
Threads 

Mother’s Day Luncheon 

Bridge at UCE 



 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 
1330 Ridge Avenue at Greenwood 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Printed on paper with 50% recycled content.  
Please recycle.                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 
 
 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 
the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 
need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  
ucevanston.org/members. 

Rain Garden Dedication  

 

June 8th at 11am  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will be dedicating our new South Rain 
Garden, honoring beloved member, Bill 
Fischer, at our annual church picnic. Our rain 
gardens retain all of our rain water for replen-
ishment of the water table and eventually 
Lake Michigan, rather than sending it to the 
sewer system requiring expensive and energy-
intensive processing. That Sunday, we will 
begin our summer schedule - one service at 
10am, followed by the picnic and the garden 
dedication at 11am. Mark your calendars. 


