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Junior Mance Returns to UCE

Junior Mance, world famous jazz pianist returns to his
hometown on Saturday, November 2, 2013. Junior will play
with his bassist Hidé Tanaka and violinist Michi Fuji. Junior
has performed extensively over the past several months in
New York City, France, Switzerland, Japan and Israel. He
returns to UCE to celebrate his 85" birthday and the 75%
anniversary of his career (his first gig at age 10).

Please visit our UCE website to hear a sample of his music
and link to his website to read more about his extensive
career.

Junior joined Gene Ammons band in 1947 and later joined
Lester Young before serving in the U.S. Army. He has ac-
companied jazz greats such as Charlie Parker, Coleman Hawkins, Eddie “Lockjaw” Davis,
Sonny Stitt and many others.

Junior toured and recorded with Dinah Washington among numerous other jazz greats —
Clifford Brown, Max Roach, Clark Terry, Maynard Ferguson, and Richie Powell.

Junior formed his own trio in 1961, following the release of his first recording (“Junior”,
Verve Records),

In 1988 Junior became a member of the faculty of the Jazz and Contemporary Music Pro-
gram at the New School University in New York City. During the 1990’s he because part
of the very elite group called “100 Golden Fingers”, which tours Japan every other year.
Junior played with 100 Golden Fingers this year.

On November 21, 1997 Junior was inducted into The International Jazz Hall of Fame.

Don’t miss this great evening of jazz music.

Tickets are $30 general admission, $50 premier (first 3 rows) and $100 for first row with
private reception with Junior and his band after the concert.

Tickets are for sale online at ucevanston.org and through the UCE office at 847-864-1330
and on Sunday after church.
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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...

"Everything will be all right in the end.
If it's not all right, then it's not yet the end!"
—Sonny, in The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel

Rev. Bret Lortie

| walked away from last night's Town Hall meeting on our two-service transition grateful to have heard so much. If you missed
it, you can view the presentation on my Website, www.lortie.net.

Personally, I'm excited. If you follow church trends at all, you'll realize that rare is a mainline congregation today that is holding
sway against a diminishing interest in organized religion. Many pastors | meet bemoan the diminishing faithful in their pews. I'm
proud to be part of a church that is focused on how to build more capacity for ministry and action. Last night | could also iden-
tify an apprehension of the unknown. Data and numbers are one thing, but what the church will feel like in the future is some-
thing else. When you walked in the door the first time it made a true mark upon you, good or bad. We need to honor that
past while making room for the future. It's an opportunity to learn about ourselves as a community and what we value.

A member came up to me at the soup kitchen this week and reminded me of a quote from the film The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel. "Everything will be all right in the end," the member told me. "If it's not all right, it's not the end." It's a reminder of the
impermanence of all things as we move into the next phase of our process. I've been wondering what a process now could
look like, one that doesn't reverse the work done by leaders over the past five or more years, but that lets everyone partici-
pate more fully. | think we might next focus on identifying some measurable goals as well as subjective and objective bench-
marks to evaluate our success.

See you in church,

Bret

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister for Lifespan Religious Education ...

Moving forward

In the five years I've been at UCE, we’ve talked a lot about whether and when we’d add a worship service and
religious education session. As you know, those questions have now been answered: our implementation .
date iS Januar‘)’ 5, 20'4. Rev. Connie Grant

Each time the subject has come up, two big questions have been raised in relation to our children’s religious education pro-
gram: First, do we actually need a second session for our children’s classes? Second, will we have enough volunteer teachers?
Your Religious Education Board and | have answered “yes” to both of those questions.

In these early weeks of our “church year” attendance in our children’s classes is strong, and we’ve been welcoming new fami-
lies each week. Our second grade class is in some ways typical: with an enrollment of 22 and attendance of 14 in the first two
weeks of classes, this classroom is “full” of active children. Adding a religious education session will better accommodate our
current enrollment and will increase our capacity to welcome new families with children.

Based on numbers of teachers already in place, only a few more are needed to start in January (and if you are interested, please
let me know right away!). Current teaching teams will split into sub-teams for each of the sessions, and teachers will be avail-
able to attend the worship service before or after they teach.

To answer a couple of other most-frequently-asked questions: Families will be asked to register for one of the sessions (9:30
or 11:30) and will be free to switch as needed. The seventh-eighth grade class 7""-8" grade class and senior high youth group
will each meet at just one time (specific time to be determined). Please contact me or a member of the Religious Education
Board if you have additional questions or concerns.

I’'m excited about the opportunities before us for flexibility and creativity in living our mission to nurture the human spirit for a
world made whole. | hope you are, too. We are committed to thrive, aren’t we!?

In faith,
Connie
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From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...

Here | am working away amidst the dust, clatter and pounding of the nails. For a week now Sound-
proof Chicago has been working in the balcony to enclose the hvac space pac, which is part of the
work to install soundproof windows between the offices. The ultimate outcome will improve the
problem of sound transference between offices and will create a more visually appealing space.

Sandra Robinson

Many projects have been going on throughout the building and outside our doors. Landscapers have
removed bushes and workers are digging trenches to make way for our new rain garden in the southeast lawn. This is a
Green Sanctuary initiative which will take the remaining water, 60% of rain water, from the building to the rain garden
instead of the sewer system. Our first rain garden to the north on the east side of the building takes 40% of rain water
currently. This is another example of how UCE is doing our part to manage storm water and provide other opportunities
for us to take care of our environment and conserve resources.

Carpets have been cleaned in room 2, 3 and the lobby. The wing floors have been stripped and waxed. Additional coats
of wax will be applied in the days ahead. Unfortunately, due to 24 years of heavy traffic the wing tiles are looking worn
and will need to be replaced in the not-so-distant future.

Serendipity Auction and the major music fundraiser, the Junior Mance Trio take place in November. Junior Mance,
shown on the front cover, appears Saturday, November 2 and the auction is Saturday, November 5. Please plan to join
us for these two fun events which help support the operating budget of UCE and provide a great opportunity for mem-
bers and friends to share special times together. | hope to see you there.

Please let me know if you have questions regarding building projects, rentals, administration or other matters of interest
to you. srobinson@ucevanston.org or 847-864-1330

From the Board of Trustees
by Mike Takada, President

I am chuckling to myself as | struggle with how best to express myself at this moment. Please bear with
me and hopefully, in relatively short order, you’ll understand and even possibly relate to my pleasant
predicament.

When | think about UCE, who we are and all the different things we are doing and planning on doing, it Mike Takada
makes me smile. Imagine a BIG smile, too. For me, fall is when it’s most obvious (and joyful) why | con-

tinue to make UCE my spiritual home. Everyone is reconnecting with one another, we’re meeting and greeting newcomers,
programming news fills my calendar often posing difficult choices, and the opportunities to slow down, get centered on Sun-
day mornings and listen to wonderful music and inspirational words from the pulpit.

This fall is especially energizing to me with all the possibilities before us. The Board, UCE Executive Team (Rev. Bret, Rev.
Connie & Sandra), and Eileen met on Sept. 21*, and with the assistance of a facilitator from the UUA MidAmerica Region, we
completed a “Start-Up” workshop. Through a series of conversations and exercises the Board and professional staff came to
a common understanding of our roles and responsibilities as UCE leaders. This is particularly important since UCE is barely 3
years into the Board’s shift towards what we refer to as a “hybrid” version of John Carver’s Policy Governance® Model;
while working together collaboratively, the Board is ultimately responsible for governance and the professional staff is pri-
marily responsible for operations. UCE’s staffing structure and operating framework empowers them to “do their jobs”
without always going through the Board. Be assured that being held accountable includes both processes and controls that
ensure everyone is operating on the same page.

Rev. Bret’s efforts to bring an additional service to UCE are a fulfillment of a dream of many UCE members and staff. | am
confident that with his guidance and leadership, UCE will make this important step toward improving accessibility to both

UCE and Unitarian Universalism. Know that your lay leadership is truly excited at the possibilities.

| encourage you to look through the rest of the newsletter at all the diverse opportunities we have at UCE to “make a dif-
ference” for ourselves as individuals as well as within the larger community.

| look forward to seeing you at the next UCE activity!
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~~  WORSHIP
() SERVICE
R 10:30 am

Sunday, October 6

"Listening for the Silence"

In the midst of our noisy lives, can
we learn to listen for the silence
and find a quiet place of our
own?! A worship service for all
ages, led by Rev. Connie Grant.

Sunday, October 13

“From Generation to Gen-
eration”

A shorter version of Rev. Bret's
Lake Geneva workshop exploring
generational trends in American
religious life. Who are these
"spiritual but not religious" Millen-
nials and Gen. Xers we've heard
about, what do they offer our
community, and what do they
seek?

Sunday, October 20

“Building Cathedrals”

A cathedral is not a structure
built in a year, but over genera-
tions. It does not begin when you
build a sanctuary or call a minis-
ter. A cathedral is less about
wood, steel and glass than shared
aspirations, a desire to share with
others the "good news" of our
faith, and a hope for the future.

Sunday, October 27

“150 Years in Evanston”

Our fair city of Evanston turns
150 this year. What has the Uni-
tarian Church of Evanston
brought to the table in terms of
ministry, outreach, and the trans-
formation of lives?

CRACKERBARREL
DISCUSSION
GROUP
9:15-10:15 am

Sunday, October 6

“Free Will and Conscious-
ness.” Author and atheist prose-
lytizer Sam Harris tries to lay this
illusion to rest, stating, “Free will
is an illusion so convincing that
people simply refuse to believe
that we don't have it.” Many sci-
entists believe it is thermodynami-
cally impossible for consciousness
to have any causal effect, that we
are effectively robots, that we
only think we have causal effect
on the world. Do we have free
will, or are we simply running out
the tape and enjoying the ride?
Scot Campbell, discussion leader.

Sunday, October 13

“Is innovation necessary for
economic progress?”’ Are
novel ideas always profitable?
Many innovations have fallen by
the wayside, while plenty of suc-
cessful products don't carry any
innovation. We will discuss the
positive impact of innovation on
an organization, as well as the lar-
ger society. Irv Badr, discussion
leader.

Sunday, October 20

“General Assembly Recap”
UCE members who attended GA
in Louisville will report on events
that took place: replacement of
the UUA’s longest serving mod-
erator, the association’s move
from its historic headquarters on
Beacon Hill, downsizing of the
board of trustees, and more. Dick
Whitaker, discussion leader.

Sunday, October 27
“Denationalization” In his
2004 essay, “Dead Souls: The De-
nationalization of the American
Elite,” the late Samuel P. Hunting-
ton (Albert J. Weatherhead Il
University Professor at Harvard
University) quotes Walter Scott’s
poetic question,

"Breathes there the man with soul
so dead/Who never to himself
hath said:/'This is my own, my na-
tive Land?” and says that the an-
swer is, increasingly, “yes.” We
will discuss some of his ideas and
their consequences. Gordon Mal-
let & Jack Cooksey, discussion
leaders.

YOGA ON
SUNDAYS

Join us before the Sunday morn-
ing worship service for hatha
yoga, 9:15 — 10:15am. Yoga tra-
ditions bring awareness to your
health: breathing in vitality, letting
go of tension and tightness. Yoga
at UCE is designed to reduce
stress, bring relaxation, increase
range of motion, and find balance
— restorative yoga.

If you never have done yoga be-
fore this is your opportunity.
Drop in, wear comfortable cloth-
ing for stretching, and try it. Yoga
is learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.
For more information, contact
Doug Erickson, thinkact-
love@gmail.com or Jessica
Tomell-Presto,
prestomgk@comcast.net
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Endowment News
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Notice to members/friends over the
age of 70 /2 who wish to make a gift
to UCE or the Endowment Fund
from their Individual Retirement Ac-
count (IRA) during 2013:

the Charitable IRA Rollover extension
offers income tax advantages.

Contact Endowment Committee
member, Kay Gibbs-Novy at
kgibbsnovy@sbcglobal.net, for more
information.

News from the
Integrated Stewardship
Commiittee

By Jane Kenamore, chair

As the church year gets underway,
the ISC is already working on all
things financial.  Stewardship Co-
chairs Martha Holman and Kristin
Larsen have met with Reverend Lor-
tie to set the theme of the 2014
Pledge Drive. The Endowment Com-
mittee is planning a campaign to raise
awareness of the fund, the types of
projects it supports, and how mem-
bers can contribute to it. The fund
usually supports at least one major
project each year that likely would
not be possible under the regular
operating budget. Most recently,
Endowment helped fund the success-
ful search for the new Senior Minis-
ter.

In the area of general fundraising,
Sandra Robinson is finalizing logistics
for the Junior Mance concert. At 85
years of age, the jazz pianist is cele-
brating 75 years of recording and
performing. Mance played with the
Dizzy Gillespie band in the 1950s and
formed his first trio in 1961. Cur-
rently the Junior Mance Trio has a
full performance schedule, including
tours of Israel and Japan prior to the
trio's appearance here in his home-
town on November 2. For more
information, check out the Junior
Mance Web site: http://
juniormance.com. He is amazing.
Don't miss the opportunity to hear
him in person!

News from the
Congregational Relations Team

By Carla Leone-Sands

As part of UCE's effort to live out
our Covenant of Engagement, the
Congregational Relations Team re-
mains available to members of the
UCE community who would like as-
sistance dealing with any conflict or
relationship difficulties within the
community. We have not had many
requests for our help, which either
means we are living our covenant
well here - or maybe that people
don't know about us or feel comfort-
able seeking our help. In case it is
the second two, we hope to visit or
revisit all church groups and commit-
tees this fall to describe who we are
and what we do and to offer our
workshop "We Can Work It
Out: Constructive Conflict as Part of
Healthy Engagement" to any group
who requests it. We also plan to
offer the workshop to the congrega-
tion in January as we did last year -
or sooner by request. For more in-
formation, please contact Carla
Leone-Sands at

carla.leone | 0@gmail.com.

Interested in membership?

Guests of the Unitarian Church of
Evanston are invited to learn more
about Unitarian Universalism and to
discover what it means to be a mem-
ber of our congregation.

Introduction to Unitarian Uni-
versalism is the first step in the
membership journey, particularly for
those who are new to our faith. We
will explore the history, theological
roots, principles and values of Unitar-
ian Universalism.

Upcoming dates are:
October 27, 2013; 12-2 pm
January 12, 2014; 12-2 pm
March 9, 2014; 12-2 pm

Orientation Toward Member-
ship is the second step for those
who have taken Intro to UU or who
may be coming to our congregation
from another UU church. We will
explore your spiritual journey, your
beliefs and how our community is
held together in covenant.

Scheduled dates for this class are:
November 9, 2013; 9 am — 12pm
January 18, 2013; 9 am — 12 pm
March 15,2013; 9 am — 12 pm

Covenant Groups are meaning-
ful small groups of about 10 peo-
ple who commit to gathering
regularly, to share selected topics,
develop an ability to listen more
deeply to oneself and others, and
to serve the larger community.
Pick up a brochure in the lobby to
learn more.

Talk to Eileen Wiviott
(ewiviott@hotmail.com) about a
group that will fit your schedule.
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Religious Education for Adults

Footprints On the Spiritual Path: A Journey in
Song and Psychology with psychologist Jay Einhorn

Tuesday, October I, 7:00 — 9:00 pm

The traditional spiritual song “Remember Oh Thou Man”
contains, in verse form, several of the steps on the spiri-
tual path. Dr. Jay Einhorn will perform and discuss the
psychological meaning of this and other songs, including
Jay’s own “Gnostic Kingdom Blues,” which features the
words attributed to Jesus, “If you bring forth what is
within you, what you bring forth will save you. If you do
not bring forth what is within you, what you do not bring
forth will destroy you.”

Jay has presented and performed on spirituality and psy-
chology for the American Psychological Association, The
Institute of Religion in an Age of Science, lllinois Counsel-
ing Association, Lakeview Center for Psychother-
apy, Congregation Beth Or in Deerfield, Lake Street
Church in Evanston, and the Unitarian Church of Evans-
ton.

Reviewing his CD “The Elephant in the Dark,” the Evans-
ton Roundtable said, “Life and the world are the elephant
that lies before humanity. Through openness to greater
experience and attention one may perhaps come to a bet-
ter understanding of the whole.”

Credo Workshop
Tuesdays, October 8, 15, 22, and 29
7:00 - 9:00 pm

What do you believe in, not just in your head but in your
life? As Unitarian Universalists, we formulate our belief
statements in terms of credo (| believe”) not creed (“we
believe”), and our “beliefs” are meaningful as they are re-
flected in our lives. Our stories are among our sacred
texts, and we are responsible for developing our own be-
liefs in light of our own experience and conscience. This
workshop is designed to help participants figure out what
they believe about some theological questions (such as the
meaning of life and death; the nature of human beings and
our place in the universe). Led by Rev. Connie Grant.
Minimum 6 participants registered by Oct 6. Please sign
up on the Religious Education bulletin board near the
Lobby or register with the UCE office (847-864-1330 ext
102 or RE@UCEvanston.org).

An Update from the
Religious Education Board

Rev. Connie Grant’s sermon “Educating Religiously” has
inspired us. Effective immediately, the Unitarian Church
of Evanston will no longer have an “RE” Board. It is our
desire to use the term “religious education” as a positive
and progressive framework for the work that we do.

All of us on the Religious Education Board are volunteer-
ing as classroom and/or committee liaisons, as well as
teaching in the classrooms at all age levels, with Rev. Con-
nie Grant, Lifespan Religious Education Minister, as our
mentor and guide.

[L to R: Mary Brown (Chair & K-1 Liaison); George Monical (5-6" Grade Liaison);
Christine Peters (Nursery Liaison); Susan Comstock (2" Grade Liaison & Liaison to
Social Action Committee)); Winnie Stevenson(3-4" Grade Liaison); Maureen Richnak (7
-8" Grade Liaison); Mark Saint Amour (Senior High Liaison); Jessica Tomell-Presto(Pre-
K Liaison); Rev. Connie Grant(Lifespan Religious Education Minister); Julie Bernstein,
not shown — Liaison to Commitment to Thrive Committee)]

Our Religious Education Board is a fun group of truly
dedicated people. We hope you will personally share
your thoughts with us about Religious Education at the
Unitarian Church of Evanston. We'd love to hear from
you!

- Mary Brown, Religious Education Board Chair

Our Whole Digital Lives:
Making technology a positive force
for your spirituality

Thursdays, October 3,
November 7,
and December 5

6:30 - 7:20pm

A discussion series for parents and kids who
want to discuss the changing role that tech-
nology is having in their lives, sponsored by
the Religious Education Board.
Watch and discuss TED videos
and share our passions, con-
cerns, and strategies. Facili-
tated by George Monical and
Mike Drennan.
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Heike Eghardt left her native Germany fourteen years ago to
come to Chicago with her husband Tim. Heike worked as the
assistant to the Development Director of a not-for-profit or-
ganization and taught English as a Second Language and German
until she decided to pursue her life-long dream of being a baker/
pastry chef. After graduating from Kendall College in 2005, she
worked in the field before starting her own small baking busi-
ness, “Heike’s Treats.” In 2008, Tim and Heike moved from Chi-
cago to Evanston, which has the advantage of a short commute
to Ryan Field. During football season, you can find them in the
season ticket holders’ section cheering the Wildcats to victory.
When Heike is not in the stadium or baking/cooking up a storm,
she likes to read, knit and crochet. She also enjoys riding her
bike, hiking, ice skating and snow shoeing.

Marty Flint became a strong feminist in the 70’s and 80’s, giving
her the attitude she needed to open a French restaurant and run
it for 16 years. She started working on LGBT issues when she
became a UU in the 90’s. She met Marty Morrison, a UU from
another church, in 2001, had their true wedding in 2003 and
were married legally in 2004, one week after it became possible.
There were seven same sex couples taking part in their wedding
at their UU Church in Northboro, MA.

Marty Morrison has been an educator and athletic coach for
her entire professional career. She was teaching and coaching
for a decade before Title IX became a law. Once Title IX be-
came effective she was fortunate enough to become a college
women's coach on the Division Ill level. Once she retired in
2010 her partner's youngest daughter had a baby so they moved
to Chicago in January 2011 to help care for her. Here they are,
loving life, loving Zinnia and making so many wonderful friends at
UCE.

Shun Tucker Born and raised in Memphis, Tennessee, Shun
has been a resident of Evanston, IL for 8 years. Currently, she is
working on her Masters in Elementary Education at National
Louis University and volunteers with Allowance for Good
and McGaw YMCA and is a board member of the Striding Lion
Performance Group. Shun enjoys theatre, biking, running, writ-
ing, reading, and spiritual conversations. She is a teaching assis-
tant in West Humboldt Park and grateful to make UCE her
home to grow spiritually.

Welcome New Members - September 2013

Sarah lles is a lifelong UU and comes to UCE after time in Cali-
fornia, Japan, Washington DC, and a childhood in Florida. She is
married to a Canadian stay-at-home dad whose day of rest in-
volves game day, not church. She is mother to four energetic
children attending UCE: Isaac (8), Elliot (6), Nathaniel (4), and
Madeleine (4). Sarah and family have been attending UCE since
moving to Evanston in 201 | for her job at Abbott Laboratories.

Joan Taylor is mother to Christina and Wendy and grand-
mother to Erin (8) and Josh (5). She was married to Don Taylor
for 25 years and has been his widow for 23 years. She is a lover
of traveling, canoeing, camping, hiking, Scrabble, Yoga and hang-
ing out with her family and friends. In her working life she was a
social work administrator in DuPage County and currently
serves on the Evanston Mental Health Board. She joined the
Unitarian Church when she lived in Elgin and is often drawn to
Unitarians.

Ruth Orme-Johnson has been coming to UCE off and on
since she was an undergraduate at Northwestern. She and her
wife Amy live in Edgewater, where they enjoy swimming and
jogging along the lake. She is currently a grant writer for Inter-
faith Worker Justice and is also seeking certification to become a
school social worker. She is thrilled to be teaching the 3rd and
4th grade class in Sunday school this year.

Amy Pooley has been attending UCE whenever she can for
over four years. She and her wife Ruth Orme-Johnson got mar-
ried at the church on August 31, 2013. Amy is currently teach-
ing math at Roberto Clemente High School in Chicago. She is a
graduate of Northwestern University and is a huge fan of the
football, men's and women's basketball, and women's lacrosse
teams. Go Cats!

Karin Killian and Matthew Welch In the 14 years that they
have been married, they have driven to Alaska, worked in New
Mexico, served in the US Peace Corps in Peru, traveled the
length of the Amazon in a boat, and studied at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor. Raised in Northwest Indiana, Matt does
sustainability consulting and is passionate about all things food
related. Originally from Northern Minnesota, Karin is a writer
and an international development consultant. Karin and Matt
currently live in East Rogers Park, where they love to play on
the beach with their two young daughters, Luella and Millie.

Gary Zacny was a network engineer, management consultant
and computer roustabout for 40 years. Now his business card
reads “Retired Know-it-All”. He likes Sierra Club backpacking
trips and watercolor painting and streaming over country roads
on his Harley.

Continued on the next page
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Continued from page 7
JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY
Ellen Zacny is a Development officer
for the University of lllinois at Chicago = Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday
College of Medicine and has been in-  morning services or by sending items to the church office by email or another legible form.
volved with social service and education  You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.
in both administrative and fund raising
most of her work life. She has lots of
outside interests — playing bridge, walk-  Joys and Sorrows have been
ing, spinning (on a bike), biking, dancing, redacted to protect the privacy of
watercolor painting, jewelry making, our members.
reading and cooking. As a relatively new
Unitarian, she is very pleased to have
become a member of UCE.

Not Pictured:

Woody (Sherwood) Haynes, 63, cur-
rently retired IT consultant married 41
years to Luanne Vanderpool. Ph.D. &
M.S. Computer Science, B.S. Math. Born
into the Nashville, TN Unitarian Fellow-
ship, adolescent in the Lansing & East
Lansing, Ml UU Church, past members of
Palo Alto, CA Unitarian Church, 2U,
North River UU (defunct), and now EUC
(and in all of their choirs). Lived in their
home on the Chicago north side since
1977. Recently relapsed bridge player
after 40 years hiatus from tournament
play. Also known as a bicycle, guitar, and
swimming nut.

Luanne Vanderpool, relatively recently
(January 2013) retired geologist (US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency), married
4| years to Woody Haynes. Moved to
Chicago and have lived in the same house
on the Chicago north side since
1977. Raised Methodist; married by min-
ister of East Lansing, Ml UU Church; past
member of Palo Alto, CA Unitarian
Church (while she was attending graduate
school), 2U in Chicago, and North River
UU in Chicago (long defunct). Following
about a twenty five year hiatus from any
church now joining UCE. Love cooking
and reading (including cookbooks); fond
of board games and travel.
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News from the Green
Sanctuary Committee

UCE's South Rain Garden
By Andy Fisher

The Marjorie Fisher Environmental
Fund was augmented three years ago
by Marjorie's progeny and UCE mem-
bers to build rain gardens. These
would handle all the run-off from the
our sanctuary roof. The 600 sq ft
rain garden, built 2 years ago on the
east side of the sanctuary, takes 40%
of this water. A new 800 sq ft gar-
den, being constructed on the south
end of the property, will take the
other 60%. Annex roof run-off goes
into the area just south of the sanctu-
ary, so all of our roof run-off will re-
charge aquifers on our property.

A number of sites for this rain garden
were considered: Another one on
the east side, a couple on the south-
east side, and even diverting the wa-
ter to the north-west side of the
church.  Finally, with the assurances
that a long pipe-run would not be a
problem, the far south area was se-
lected. The input and output pipes
are being placed in a trench that
skirts the drip line of our beloved
Hackberry tree. And the garden will
be out of the way of most uses of the
south lawn.

We expect the plants to take hold yet
this fall and come into fuller growth
by next summer. Part of our con-
tract with Mary Jane. Inc. will be for
maintenance of the garden in its early
stages. Special plants that take advan-
tage of the varying shade conditions
on that site will be used.

Rain gardens do several beneficial
things. They keep run-off water on
site, rather than contributing to our
overtaxed sewer system which sends
the water down the canal to the llli-
nois River, the Mississippi River and
finally to the Gulf of Mexico. Heavy
rains force opening the lock at Wil-

mette and discharging all this water
into Lake Michigan often closing many
beaches for several days! Rain gar-
dens also filter storm water runoff
and remove commonplace pollut-
ants. They create wildlife habitat for
butterflies, birds and ground dwell-
ers. After the roots descend several
feet, the gardens are low maintenance
and rarely need watering. Their var-
ied grasses and flowers are pleasing
landscape features.

The Green Sanctuary Committee and
the contributors to the Marjorie
Fisher Fund are looking forward to
this beneficial addition to UCE's land-
scaping.

Restore Harms Woods!

Sunday October 6, 2013 please join
us to gather seeds of native plants in
Harms Woods for restoration of the
woodland savannas. We meet at 1:00
and have a brief religious opening at
I:15 before heading off into the
woods until 4:00. Suitable kids 10+
to seniors. Wear work clothes and
boots if it might be wet.

Please call Dale Griffin or email
dalecgriffin@comcast.net to RSVP or
if you need a ride. Meet at the park-
ing lot on the west side of Harms
Road just south of Glenview Road.

Saturday Baking
October 26, 9:45 - 12:15

Join us as we bake and cook with
our friends in the Jonquil Hotel
(1600 Jonquil Terrace) of Good
News Partners. We will make
something delicious, let our rela-
tionships rise, and nourish our spir-
its! Sign up to participate on the
Social Action Bulletin Board in the
lobby or on our website
www.ucevanston.org/volunteer-
opportunities.

Engaging and Empowering
for a World Made Whole

A Social Justice Empowerment Pro-
gram designed with and for the Uni-
tarian Church of Evanston.

Saturday, October 19th

We will gather at 8:30 a.m. for cof-
fee and bagels and begin the interac-
tive workshop from 9 am. until
noon. This workshop is designed for
those ages 12 and up to help us ex-
plore how we can move forward
with focus, unity and renewed com-
mitment to making the world more
whole, to remain energized to ad-
dress the problems of our time, and
to discover how our religious move-
ment calls us to live our most
deeply held values. Childcare will be
provided.

The facilitator, Nancy Combs-Morgan,
has served on the UUA’s field staff for
the last 10 years, with a portfolio in
social justice, faith development, and
youth and young adult ministries. Previ-
ously she was, for over a decade, a
grass roots organizer for a host of so-
cial change organizations in lllinois. She
now resides in Lexington, KY and
serves the MidAmerica Region of the
UUA.

Mark your calendars for the Social
Justice Empowerment Workshop
October 19th, 9 am to noon. We
will explore our values and deepen our
commitment to acting on them. All
members and friends of UCE are en-
couraged to come and envision the di-
rection of social justice through our
congregation.
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Marriage equality and the
UU Action Network of
lllinois

The time has come for marriage
equality in lllinois, and we can
help make it a reality! UU’s from
around the state will join Equality
lllinois and the lllinois Unites for
Marriage campaign’s March on
Springfield for Marriage Equality
on October 22, the scheduled
first day of the fall veto session of
the lllinois State Legislature. This
action is part of a broad grass-
roots strategy to secure final pas-
sage of lllinois Senate Bill 10, the
"Religious Freedom and Marriage
Fairness Act" already approved
by the lllinois Senate and with
Governor Pat Quinn's support.
Once adopted, lllinois will be-
come the |4th state, plus the
District of Columbia, to treat all
of its citizens equally under state
marriage laws.

This event will be the founding
action of the Unitarian Universal-
ist Advocacy Network of lllinois
(UUANI) now forming across the
state. The proposed mission of
UUANI is to build power among
UU congregations in lllinois in
order to achieve meaningful, con-
crete, far-reaching results which
put UU values and principles into
action. We will work collectively
with each other and collabora-
tively with effective partner or-
ganizations to create meaningful
social change towards justice and
beloved community.

UU’s from all over lllinois are in-
vited to join us for this historic
effort to push marriage equality
over the finish line in our state,
and to come together to launch
our statewide UU organizing net-
work. Contact Dale Griffin at
dalecgriffin@comcast.net

News from the
Community Renewal Society

By Dale Griffin

We have listened! Thank you to
all who participated in UCFE’s lis-
tening campaign. We will report
on the results soon.

October 5" CRS membership
meeting at Glenview Community
Church = Please come to this ex-
citing event at a nearby church 9
a.m - |2. This will be an active,
fun, inspiring experience. You
will learn lots, meet great people,
and be prepared to do good
work on vital issues. Please RSVP
to Dale Griffin.

PRISON INJUSTICE FORUMS

How does it affect us all, What can we
do! You are invited to join our 3 part
series, kicking off with:

Wednesday, October 9, 7-9pm
“Getting Past the ‘EX’ : How Former
Prisoners Face the Job Market.”
Featuring free pizza from Lou Malnati’s
(who train and hire ex-offenders at their
Lawndale restaurant). Cookies from
Curt’s Cafe (who train and hire at-risk
youth). Panelists will include experts in
the field who provide and take part in
training and jobs for the formerly incar-
cerated as well as an ex-offender who
finally found a job. Please RSVP:
dalecgriffin@comcast.net (so we have
enough to feed everyone).

Why do we do this? We believe in the
inherent worth of every individual. We
believe in racial justice. Let's re-examine
our assumptions about the criminal jus-
tice system. There are volunteer oppor-
tunities to help alleviate the situation.

CONTINUING FORUMS

Wednesday, November 13, 7-9pm
“Restorative Justice: What Is it? Does
It Work?”?

Using Peace Circles to resolve conflicts
and minor offenses.

Wednesday, December 4, 7-9pm
“DADS, MOMS, KIDS: The unseen
impact of incarceration.”

What happens to the children? What
programs/policies could reduce the harm
they suffer?

Our Giving House
for the month of
October is long un-
derwear and socks.
Please bring in new
items in any adult sizes and put them in
the little pink house by the front door.
Your donations will be matched by the
Van Dyke Covenant Group and given
to Connections for the Homeless. The
winter months are coming and those
without a home need all the layers they
can get. Thank you for your generosity.
The Giving House is sponsored by the
Food and Shelter Team.

Hunger Panel October 2 at
7:30pm. Following the showing of “A
Place at the Table” at the Evanston
Library, we are hosting representatives
from three programs - local, state, and
global - will speak about what is being
done, legislatively and through charita-
ble efforts to end hunger. No one’s
children should be hungry! Speakers
will be Maiya Lueptow for Hillside
Food Pantry, Olga Medina from lllinois
Hunger Coalition and Zach Schmitdt
from Bread for the World. Join us to
see what you can do to end hunger in
America through service and advocacy.
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Common
Threads

Common Threads, the UCE knitting
group, will meet Tuesday, October
I, at 10:00 a.m. and October 22 at
7:00 p.m. We make little hats and
blankets for preemies and shawls for
church people who we think would
like a hand-knitted, care shawl. We
have a huge stash of donated yarn
and patterns, as well as people who
can help you improve your knitting
skills. We meet at 10:00 a.m. on the
Ist Tuesday and 7:00 p.m. on the 4th
Tuesday of each month, usually in
Room 2. Mark these dates on
your calendar! See you there.

UCE Men’s Group

Calling All UCE Men

The Men’s Group is sponsoring a
mini retreat at UCE on Saturday Oc-
tober 26 from 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM.
If you are an adult male member or
friend of UCE please join us for dis-
cussion, art work, lunch, R&R and
camaraderie. Here’s a schedule for
the day:

9:00 to 10:00 AM — Room #2 — Check
-In and Round . This follows our usual
meeting format: a one minute check-
in followed by a round in which par-
ticipants can share recent events,
feelings, joys and sorrows in a caring
atmosphere.

10:00 to 12:00 Room #3. Clay sculp-
ture with Tony Gronner. Tony asks that
participants bring a small to medium
size board, perhaps a cutting board,
and reimburse him for a $5.00-$8.00
block of clay. This will allow you to
create your own "oeuvre," or to fol-
low some themes he will suggest.

12:00 to 2:00 PM— Lunch in the south
area of the Sanctuary. Our lunch com-

mittee will develop a menu, buy food,
and manage the kitchen. Tacos and
soup have been suggested.

2:00 to 3:00 -- Room 2. Topic discus-
sion. Some possibilities:

--New directions for our existing
men’s group: format of meetings,
content of meetings, additional re-
treats, like this one.

--Problems for men today, e.g. job
stability, male roles, communication
with significant others, children, social
media, time management, parental
support, divorce.

--Other suggestions.

3:00 to 5:30 — Rooms 2 and 3. R&R
time. Hearts, cribbage, a church pro-
ject, a walk in Evanston, sports, or
whatever.

5:30 --Room 2. Closing.

Volunteers Needed for the
Caring Committee

The Caring Committee is a virtual
committee. We don’t meet face-to-
face. We communicate by email to
identify needs of members of our
UCE community and volunteer to
meet those needs. The purpose of
the Caring Program at UCE is car-
ing for people in our congregation
in order to help one another. One
of our main services is to provide
meals for members at times of ill-
ness or other needs. Meals are of-
ten homemade. However, other
options include a trip to Boston
Market, a carry-out from a restau-
rant, or prepared foods from
Whole Foods or another grocery
store.

If you are able to provide an occa-
sional meal, please consider joining
our team of volunteers. Contact

Lois Taft at taftlbb@uwec.edu for
more information.

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS

The UCE newsletter is published monthly. All
newsletter articles should be sent to Editor
Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-
missions may be sent by email (preferred), or
as legible ‘hard copy.” WANT MORE NEWS?
Join the UCE Announcements list for email
news items throughout the week. Call or
email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-
864-1330. Also consider the UCE website,
www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of
information.

UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201

www.ucevanston.org

Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-
ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant,
Minister for Lifespan Religious Education
(103), Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of
Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra
Robinson, Executive Operations Director
(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager
(109); Carli Magel, Communications Co-
ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-
ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office
Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey
Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich
Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014

Claudia Dancing cd@claudiadancing.com
Kathy Monk km@bravenewpictures.com
Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015
Janet Hartmann  jtwrosl@comcast.net
Jane Kenamore
jkenamore@ameritech.net
Tom Ticknor tticknor@aol.com
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016
Shirley Adams
shirley@comeoutdancing.com
Brian Nielsen
b-nielsen@northwestern.edu
Sarah Vanderwicken
vanderesq@mindspring.com

SECRETARY

Jim Clark james807 @shcglobal.net




MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research,
and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please
call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a
message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-
ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and
works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for
an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her
cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;
(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:
We no longer include personal telephone numbers in
the newsletter. If are a member of UCE, and you
need a number, you may get it from the Church
Office or in the Members’ Directory at
ucevanston.org/members.

2013 Serendipity Auction

The Serendipity Auction is coming!
How do you prepare for a
"Serendipitous" event?

Put the date on your calendar! Saturday,
November 16. Dinner is at 5:30 p.m.

Make a dinner reservation: Email
cmagel@ucevanston.org. Indicate number attend-
ing and whether meat or vegetarian. Reserved
dinners for adults are $10 and $5 for children 6-10
years old. A 50% surcharge will be charged if a
reservation is not made prior to the auction. This
healthful delicious meal will include salad, vegetar-
ian and meat options, yummy desserts of all kinds
and liquid refreshments.

Sign on to the website and donate an auc-
tion item. We know you have treasures to do-
nate: items from your personal collections, your
own personally created artwork, gift certificates
from your favorite businesses, events only you
know how to create. Your donations make this
evening 'new again' every year.

Make childcare reservations with the UCE
office. Please provide names and ages of your
children.
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