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New for Ingathering Sunday:   

Your Photos! 

 
Don't forget to bring some water from a sum-

mer journey for September 8th's water com-

munion ritual. If you would also like to display a photograph of 

where you traveled, please send a single photograph and a 

few descriptive words to photo@liberalfaith.org before 

September 5th. You can also submit a paper photograph to the 

church office to be scanned. Digital sizes between 200KB and 

2MB seem to work best.  

 

 

 

 

UCE  

is on  

Twitter! 

 

  

Follow us at  

 

@UCEvanston 

 

 

UCE Program Fair 
 

 

The next Unitarian Church of 

Evanston Program Fair will be held 

Sunday, September 22nd, im-

mediately after the worship ser-

vice. This is an opportunity to learn 

about the activities, events, and 

programs of the congregation. 

Have you wondered what a cove-

nant group is? Do you like to knit? 

Are you interested in social justice? 

Learn about all we have to offer. 

 

2013  

Serendipity  

Auction 
 

 
 

You have a Saturday Night Date! 

 

November 16, from 5:30 til 

9:30pm, put on your finest and 

spend a beautiful evening with 

friends and family at the Serendip-

ity Dinner and Auction. We will be 

taking dinner and childcare reser-

vations soon. 
 

mailto:photo@liberalfaith.org
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From Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minister ...  

In-reach and Outreach 

 

After a month of "hellos" and a couple of Sundays under my belt, I feel like things are settling 

down a bit. I've been seeing some of our programs in action, such as the Great Lakes outreach 

ministry that our congregation is proudly offering to Navy recruits. I was proud to assist Chris 

Isely with his on-base worship service a few weeks ago. Our Great Lakes ministry is outreach at 

its best: a gift to the world without the promise of immediate reward—except for those leading 

worship!  Just hearing the stories shared during joys and sorrows was worth the trip. 
 

Cindy and I are grateful for the warm reception we have received, not to mention the fantastic gluten-free potluck 

on August 25. I had been told that summer services are sparsely attended. Apparently not many of you read the 

memo, for if the past several weeks have been any indication, we're in for a crowded fall. (Look for info next month 

about a January transition to two services.)  Seats have been full, energy is up, and the spirit is certainly alive within 

our walls. 
 

And so I turn my focus in September to what is outside our walls. I have a few relationship-building opportunities 

already lined up (one-on-one conversations and lunches with area pastors), and this coming Sunday I will be a part 

of Shared Streets Evanston's "Ask a Minister" program. Apparently, I will stand on a sidewalk and answer questions 

to which a minister should have answers. 
 

Our church outreach push this fall is around prison and restorative justice. It's a timely campaign with television 

shows like Orange is the New Black and books like The New Jim Crow both capturing so much public attention. Now 

is the time to act on this issue led by our Peace and Justice Committee. I invite you to attend a kickoff event on 

Wednesday, October 9, with a catered dinner (Lou Malnati's pizza!) and discussion about employment issues faced 

by previously incarcerated people. I'll deliver a sermon in late September on the issue, and together we can plan 

how to "stand on the side of love" on this important and contemporary concern. See you for pizza on the 9th!  

 

— Rev. Bret 

Rev. Bret Lortie 

  

From Rev. Connie Grant, Minister for Lifespan Religious Education ...  

 

Children worshipping  

 

In our Unitarian Universalist context, to worship is to lift up those things that are worthy of our 

consideration; to worship is to shape worth and make meaning in our lives. Participation in wor-

ship provides an opportunity for children (and adults) to celebrate and explore the mysteries of 

life and to experience and reflect on their connections within their religious community and in the larger world. 
 

Following conversations with Rev. Bret and with the Religious Education Board, we have decided to resume Chil-

dren’s Worship services beginning in September, with children and teachers gathering in Room 3 before going to 

their classes most Sundays.  Children’s Worship offers a “full” (though brief) worship experience, with its own ex-

periential arc that parallels the service in the sanctuary.  Children’s Worship offers our children a service that is 

their own, in which they are invited to take leadership roles (fifth- and sixth-graders light the chalice and lead the 

covenant; second-, third-, and fourth-graders collect the offering; kindergarteners and first-graders extinguish the 

chalice flame; children who play musical instruments are invited to schedule a day to play the offertory; children 

nominate and decide on organizations to receive their offering funds for the year).  Adults and high-schoolers will 

be invited to read stories or lead other special activities from time-to-time. 
 

Regularly throughout the year, multi-generational worship services in the sanctuary will offer opportunities for 

people of all ages to worship together.    

 

See you in church,  

Connie 

Rev. Connie Grant 



From Sandra Robinson, Executive Operations Director ...  

  

So much to look forward to…so much work ahead. This is the theme for the year ahead.  

 

As noted in previous newsletter articles several major projects in the building have been done or are in pro-

gress. Our floors will be done once we determine the best method of refinishing. Over the past few years I 

have become dissatisfied with the look of the sanctuary floors a few short months following the stripping and 

waxing.  I did research this summer on the best care of Terrazzo and found that the recommended process is 

to strip the floor and polish. This is not an inexpensive undertaking, but one that would ensure easy care, will not scratch, and lasts 

up to 10 years. Therefore, while we are in the decision making mode around what is the best next step, the floors are not being 

stripped and waxed.  Please be patient as we go through this process.  

 

A point of interest … All Board of Trustees minutes, financials and our dashboard are available for your review at anytime on the 

BOT bulletin board in the wing hallway. You can also find these documents on our website in the Members Section. Please look at 

the “Dashboard” if you have not had the opportunity to do so. Each month I put together a series of graphs and charts which report 

attendance, membership, financial trends, and other important information leadership can use to track where we are from month to 

month and compared to a year ago.  

 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend two important events in November.  

 

The Junior Mance Trio takes the stage at UCE on Saturday, November 2nd. Many of you attended last January when Junior performed 

here. Those who did not attend have heard so much about it. Tickets will go on sale soon through our website.  It will be an exciting 

evening of entertainment by one of the jazz pianists of our time.  Junior has traveled this spring and summer to Switzerland, Japan, 

France, Israel and regularly performs in New York City, including a summer engagement in beautiful Bryant Park in the heart of Man-

hattan. Junior performs weekly at Café Loup in New York City. Over the many years of his career Junior has performed with his own 

trios and quartets, as an individual, and with countless jazz legends, including Gene Ammons, Lester Young, Dinah Washington, Clif-

ford Brown, Clark Terry, Maynard Ferguson and others.  

 

On Saturday, November 16 at 5:00 p.m. we present once again Serendipity Auction where you will have an opportunity to mingle 

with fellow congregants, friends and church family. Food, refreshments, dessert and many items to bid on await you. There will be 

vacation homes, dinners, Eileen’s famous cookies, jewelry, artwork, pottery, children’s items and many more offerings for the whole 

family. Please mark your calendars and plan to join your fellow UCE “Auctionites”.  

 

As always, my door is open and my email available to you if you have questions about the building, grounds, administration, rentals 

and other issues you may want to discuss with the Executive Team. srobinson@ucevanston.org or 847-864-1330. 
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From the Board of Trustees 

by Mike Takada, President  
 

The August board meeting, the second of the new church year, marked another month of "firsts" for your board. 

Last month represented Rev. Bret Lortie's first official UCE board meeting as our new Senior Minister! It was excit-

ing for me to not only work through the different agenda items (not always an easy or straight-forward task) but to 

also essentially witness the beginning of new relationships and group dynamics of individuals so firmly committed to 

UCE. 

 

I'd like to share a couple of additional observations specific to the work of your board. First, I feel fortunate to have one year's experi-

ence behind me and, at the same time, to be surrounded by a strong group. This is important because of the somewhat unique leadership 

dynamic we find ourselves in with not only a new Senior Minister but one third of the board as new members. Another circumstance 

making serving on this year's board somewhat different from previous years is the board staying true to the hybrid policy-based govern-

ance model formally adopted 2 years ago where essentially board focus remains on strategy while staff focuses on operations (apologies 

to governance academicians for the gross over-simplification). 

 

Last month's meeting highlighted to me the need to solidify a common understanding of board and staff roles and responsibilities before 

the board can successfully create meaningful goals. A common understanding is also critical for successful ministry at UCE. Again, a by-

product of choosing policy-based governance is that Bret is empowered with more administrative responsibilities than previous ministers. 

The board, staff and Bret will participate in a 1-day facilitated 'Start-Up' workshop on Sept. 21st at UCE that will provide us with the 

proper tools to ensure a successful first year and beyond. 

 

Finally, for you aspiring board presidents and future UCE trustees, take comfort in knowing we are revising the board's job descriptions 

and creating detailed guidelines to help smooth the transition periods that occur every year with each new board. 

 

The board and staff are excited about the coming year and encourage everyone to join us in the different activities designed to reiterate 

who we are as well as where we are going in these new times. 

 
Stay tuned and I'll see you in church! 

Mike Takada 

Sandra Robinson 

mailto:srobinson@ucevanston.org
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Sunday, September 1 - “Keys for a 

Beginning” Wouldn't it be great to 

have a "master key" to unlock all the 

doors that seem impenetrable? 

Doors to growth, enlightenment, 

acceptance? Insight comes from 

learning from the keys that don't 

work as much as those that do. Rev. 

Bret Lortie speaking. 

 

Sunday, September 8 -  

“Ingathering and Water Commun-

ion” Remember to bring some water 

from your summer journeys, and 

p l e a s e  s e n d  a  p i c t u r e 

to photo@liberalfaith.org if you'd 

like one displayed during the water 

communion ritual.  Rev. Bret Lortie 

and Rev. Connie Grant speaking.  
 

Sunday, September 15 - 

“Educating Religiously in the 21st 

Century” In a radical and unortho-

dox address to the Unitarian Sunday 

School Society in 1837, our forebear 

William Ellery Channing declared 

that “The great end” of religious edu-

cation “is to awaken rational and 

moral energy, …to awaken the soul, 

…to bring understanding, con-

science, and heart into earnest, vig-

orous action on religious and moral 

truth, to excite and cherish in [the 

child] spiritual life.” As Unitarian Uni-

versalists today, how do we educate 

our children and ourselves?  What 

do we teach and what do we learn as 

we join together in religious commu-

nity? Rev. Connie Grant speaking. 

 

Sunday, September 22 - “Out of 

the Dust” When I examined what 

held together the Burning Man Art 

Festival's annual community of more 

than 40,000 participants, I discovered 

that it was small groups of individuals 

that created a sense of intimacy and 

beloved community. Small group 

ministry, aka "covenant groups," 

brings a similar dynamic to growing 

churches.  Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 

Sunday, September 29 - “Orange 

is the New America” The United 

States incarcerates more of its citi-

zens per capita than any country in 

the world, and disenfranchises a dis-

proportionate number of African 

American men through our prison 

system. Our justice outreach this fall 

will focus on prison and restorative 

justice.  Rev. Bret Lortie speaking. 

Sunday, September 8 - 

Discussion of Michael Werner’s 

b o o k  “ R e g a i n i n g  B a l -

ance” (available at Book H). 

 Is there room in the UUA for Hu-

manism? At UCE?   Werner says, 

"The value of reason in religion has 

been discarded along with critical 

thinking, science, and progressive 

thought. Appreciation for truth has 

become an imperiled value. We will 

explore how an ideology of radical 

tolerance and indiscriminate plural-

ism skewed the whole conversation." 

Leaders: John Tobin, Jill Donovan. 

 

Sunday, September 15 - 

Can hard cases make good law? 

There is a legal maxim dating back to 

an 1842 English case that asserts 

“hard cases [cases involving  extreme 

circumstance] make bad law.” In that 

context, we’ll discuss what can be 

learned from the sad February 26, 

2012, encounter between Trayvon 

Martin and George Zimmerman, in 

which both parties, knowingly or 

otherwise, acted on the Florida self-

defense doctrine of “stand your 

ground.” Leader: Larry Jordan. 

 

Sunday, September 22 

Discussion of Amy Harmon’s NYT 

article “Golden Rice: Lifesaver?” 

Are genetically modified foods a bio-

hazard or a lifesaver for hungry hu-

mans? Should foods made from ge-

netically modified organisms (GMO) 

be banned, labeled, or welcomed? 

Humans have been manipulating their 

food sources since that first apple in 

the Garden of Eden, planting seeds, 

taming dogs, milking cows, and so on. 

What is different now? Leader: 

Brenda Russell Cooksey  

 

Sunday, September 29 

Discussion of Sam Harris’s book 

“Free Will and Consciousness.” 

Atheist proselytizer Harris tries to 

lay this illusion to rest, stating, "Free 

will is an illusion so convincing that 

people simply refuse to believe that 

we don't have it." Many scientists 

believe it is thermodynamically im-

possible for consciousness to have 

any causal effect, that we are effec-

tively robots, that we only think we 

have causal effect on the world. Do 

we have free will, or are we simply 

running out the tape and enjoying the 

ride? Leader: Scot Campbell. 

 

WORSHIP 

 SERVICE    

10:30 am  

CRACKERBARREL  

DISCUSSION 

GROUP  

9:15 - 10:15 am 

 

YOGA ON  

SUNDAYS 
 

 

Join us before the Sunday morning 

worship service for hatha yoga, 9:15 

– 10:15am.  Yoga traditions bring 

awareness to your health: breathing 

in vitality, letting go of tension and 

tightness. Yoga at UCE is designed 

to reduce stress, bring relaxation, 

increase range of motion, and find 

balance – restorative yoga.  
 
 
If you never have done yoga before 

this is your opportunity. Drop in, 

wear comfortable clothing for 

stretching, and try it. Yoga is 

learned by doing. Community yoga 

mats provided if needed.  For more 

information, contact Doug Erickson, 

thinkactlove@gmail.com or Jessica 

Tomell-Presto,  

prestomgk@comcast.net 

mailto:photo@liberalfaith.org
mailto:thinkactlove@gmail.com
mailto:prestomgk@comcast.net


 

The UCE Endowment Fund serves the 

important purpose of securing our 
Church’s ongoing future operations.  

Our endowment currently stands at 
$190K and is (through your continued 

contributions and pledges) growing.  It 
was heartening to see during our re-

cent ISC pledge drive more requests 
from UCE members for additional in-

formation on how to participate in our 
Endowment Fund.  That’s  a positive 

indication of the health of our church 
and its membership. 
 

Kevin O’Connor is the most recent 

new addition to the Endowment Com-
mittee.  Kevin is a 10 year member of 

UCE and has served as a visiting stew-
ard for ISC both pledge and capital 

campaigns as well as occasionally teach-
ing RE.  Kevin brings to the committee 

a  background of business success and 
experience with companies of all sizes - 

from small start ups to GE.  He cur-
rently is employed by Omron Automa-

tion as VP of International Operations.  
Kevin’s goals for his 3 year tenure on 

the Endowment Committee include: 

 

 Increasing awareness and under-

standing of the Endowment Fund 

with UCE membership 

 

 Increasing UCE member participa-

tion and understanding of participa-

tion options for the Endowment 

Fund 

 

 Continued appropriate and smart 

investments and disbursements of 

Endowment resources for maximum 

positive impact. 

 

 

We’ll be communicating more both in 

this space and at our upcoming En-
dowment Sunday event on the details 

of how you can contribute and partici-
pate in the UCE Endowment Fund. 

 
Our Church’s Values Are Eternal 

– But Is Our Church? 
That’s the question that the Endow-

ment Fund strives to solve and secure.  
With your continued help, UCE’s fu-

ture operations and contributions to 
the community can be ensured and 
expanded. 

Just a reminder that the Congrega-

tional Relations Team remains avail-

able to any member of the UCE com-

munity who is struggling with conflict 

or relationship difficulties within the 

CE community.   The team consists 

of six members of UCE who have 

training in communication skills and 

conflict resolution and can offer indi-

vidual consultation and/or dialogue 

facilitation.   We plan to offer our 

workshop “We Can Work It Out:  

Constructive Conflict as Part of 

Healthy Engagement” again this fall, 

details TBA.  The workshop is also 

available to members or groups upon 

request.  For more information, con-

t ac t  Car l a  Leone - Sands  a t 

carla.leone10@gmail.com. 
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Endowment News 

By Pat Ulmer 
News from the  

Congregational Relations Team 

 

By Carla Leone-Sands, chair 

UCE Book Groups 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fiction Book Group  

 

The Fiction Book Group has chosen 

their fall reading lineup: 

 

September 20:  “A Visit from the Goon 

Squad” by Jennifer Egan 

 

October 18:  “The Comedians” by Gra-

ham Greene 

 

November  15:  “The Round House” by 

Louise Erdrich 

 

The group meets on the third Friday of 

a month at the church, 7:30-9 p.m. All 

are welcome!  Books are generally 

available for purchase at a 20% discount 

at the Book H Bookstore on Sunday, 

where news about upcoming reads for 

all reading groups may be had. 

 

 

Non-Fiction Book Group  

 

Please consider joining the non-fiction 

book-group. In September, we will be 

reviewing “The Achilles Heel” by Mi-

chael J. Bakalis - A book about the 

black/white achievement gap in 

school.  We meet after church on 

9/22.  Questions: contact John Poust at 

poustus@hotmail.com 

 

 

Intergenerational Book Group 

 

The Intergenerational Book Group will 

meet on Friday, October 4 from 7pm-

8:30pm at UCE to discuss “Walk Two 

Moons,” by Sharon Creech.  Readers of 

all ages are encouraged to join us for 

lively conversation!  Contact Julie Bern-

stein at julie@shebazzle.com with ques-

tions. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP  

DINNERS 
 

 

 

Join in this UCE tradition — a series of 

four dinners shared in the homes of 

fellow members. You sign up for as 

many as you wish, specifying your 

choice of a date on which you might be 

able to host. For the dinner you host, 

you will receive a mailing list of guests 

to contact. You prepare the main dish 

and ask guests to bring an item --–  

appetizer, salad, dessert, bread or wine. 

 

This is a wonderful way to get to know 

other UCE members in a friendly, inti-

mate setting. Many lasting friendships 

have been formed through these din-

ners. 

 

We will be signing up participants in the 

sanctuary on Sundays in September. 

 

The dates for this year’s dinners are 

Oct. 26, Dec.14, Feb. 15 and April 12. 

mailto:poustus@hotmail.com
mailto:julie@shebazzle.com
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Guests of the Unitarian Church of 

Evanston are invited to learn more 

about Unitarian Universalism and to 

discover what it means to be a mem-

ber of our congregation. Introduc-

tion to Unitarian Universalism is 

the first step in the membership 

journey, particularly for those who 

are new to our faith. We will ex-

plore the history, theological roots, 

principles and values of Unitarian 

Universalism.  

 

Upcoming dates are: 

October 27, 2013; 12-2 pm 

January 12, 2014; 12-2 pm 

March 9, 2014; 12-2 pm 

 

Orientation Toward Member-

ship is the second step for those 

who have taken Intro to UU or who 

may be coming to our congregation 

from another UU church. We will 

explore your spiritual journey, your 

beliefs and how our community is 

held together in covenant. 

 

Scheduled dates for this class are: 

November 9, 2013; 9 am – 12pm 

January 18, 2013; 9 am – 12 pm 

March 15, 2013; 9 am – 12 pm 

“The Bonobo and the Atheist” 

Tuesdays, September 10, 17, and 

24, 7:00 – 9:00 pm  

 

What is the relationship between 

morality and religion?  We will exam-

ine this question by reading and dis-

cussing Frans de Waal's most recent 

book, The Bonobo and the Atheist 

(2013). Professor de Waal is a prima-

tologist who has spent four decades 

studying our closest relatives, the 

chimpanzees and the bonobos.  In 

this recent book, he argues that 

genuine morality is a bottom-up 

process in which we start with a de-

sire to treat our fellow human beings 

well and then develop moral rules to 

solidify this desire.  The book will be 

available at the book H.  Frans de 

Waal will be speaking at the up-

coming Humanities Festival in Chi-

cago on Nov. 2-3, and his TED lec-

ture is available online.  Facilitated by 

Bill Irons, UCE member and Profes-

sor Emeritus of Anthropology at 

Northwestern University, whose 

expertise includes the evolutionary 

foundation of morality and religion.  

Please sign up on the Religious Edu-

cation bulletin board near the Lobby 

or register with the UCE office (847-

8 6 4 - 1 3 3 0  e x t  1 0 2  o r 

RE@UCEvanston.org). 

 

Footprints On the Spiritual 

Path: A Journey in Song and 

Psychology with psychologist Jay 

Einhorn 

 

Tuesday, October 1,  

7:00 – 9:00 pm 

 

The traditional spiritual song 

“Remember Oh Thou Man” contains, 

in verse form, several of the steps on 

the spiritual path.  Dr. Jay Einhorn 

will perform and discuss the psycho-

logical meaning of this and other 

songs, including Jay’s own “Gnostic 

Kingdom Blues,” which features the 

words attributed to Jesus, “If you 

bring forth what is within you, what 

you bring forth will save you.  If you 

do not bring forth what is within 

you, what you do not bring forth will 

destroy you.”     

 

Jay has presented and performed on 

spirituality and psychology for the 

American Psychological Association, 

The Institute of Religion in an Age of 

Science, Illinois Counseling Associa-

tion, Lakeview Center for Psycho-

therapy, Congregation Beth Or in 

Deerfield, Lake Street Church in 

Evanston, and the Unitarian Church 

of Evanston. 
 

Reviewing his CD “The Elephant in 

the Dark,” the Evanston Roundtable 

said, “Life and the world are the ele-

phant that lies before humanity. 

Through openness to greater experi-

ence and attention one may perhaps 

come to a better understanding of 

the whole.” 

 

Religious Education Teacher 

Orientation 

 

Saturday, September 7,  

9 am-noon 

 

For Religious Education teachers for 

kindergarten through eighth grade 

classes.  Together with our commu-

nity of teachers, meet with Rev. 

Connie Grant and the Religious Edu-

cation Board to share inspiration and 

ideas about lesson planning and class-

room management, to learn proce-

dural information, and to plan to-

gether. RSVP to RE@ucevanston.org. 

 

 

Religious Education Classroom 

Open House 

 

Sunday, Sept 8, 11:30-12:30 

 

An opportunity for children and their 

families to visit the classrooms; learn 

about religious education curriculum 

and programming; register for reli-

gious education classes; and meet 

classroom teachers.  Rev. Connie 

Grant and Religious Education Board 

members will be available to answer 

questions.  Please join us!  

 

 

Religious Education Classes  

Begin 

 

Religious Education Classes for Chil-

dren in preschool through eighth 

grade begin for the fall season on 

September 15 at 10:30 am.  The Sen-

ior High Youth Group also begins 

meeting September 15 at 11:45 am. 

 

 

Interested in membership?  

Religious Education for 

Adults 

Religious Education for 

Children and Youth 
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After careful consideration and a democratic vote, the Social Action Council chose the following organizations to share our 

Sunday morning loose plate collections with. We received twenty excellent suggestions from members of the congregation. 

Please see the website for more information about each of these organizations ucevanston.org/shared-offering-recipients. 

 

September - Community Renewal Society communityrenewalsociety.org empowers congregations to combat racism 

and the effects of poverty by providing tools such as objective, investigative journalism; organizing and training to congrega-

tions, community activists and civic leaders. 

October - Chicago Books to Women in Prison chicagobwp.org 

Prison libraries are minimal, if they exist at all. Incarcerated women get pleasure from reading and some also use donated 

materials for self-improvement (GED books, learning a foreign language, recovery from addiction, spirituality). 

November - Illinois Safe Schools illinoissafeschools.org promotes safety, support and healthy development for lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender and questioning (LGBTQ) youth, in Illinois schools and communities, through advocacy, education, 

youth organizing and research. 

December - Mitten Tree ucevanston.org/programs/mitten-tree 

Funds collected to be shared with the following organizations: 

1.    Connections for the Homeless 

2.    Hillside Pantry equipment/supplies 

3.    Night Ministry—The Crib 

4.    Children’s Home and Aid Welcome Baskets 

5.    Good News Partners—transitions housing  

January - Haitian Congress of Evanston Haitiancongress.org strengthens and organizes human and material resources, 

children, friends and allies of Haiti to make a positive contribution towards the creation of a stable, peaceful and prosperous 

Haiti where we, as Haitians in the Diaspora can reintegrate ourselves into the life of our country. 

February - Interfaith Action of Evanston interfaithactionofevanston.org brings people together to serve hungry and 

homeless people, pursue interfaith dialogue, and engage in advocacy that promotes social justice. 

March - New Rhythm Arts Center boocoo.org provides affordable opportunities in a safe and nurturing environment for 

the advancement, study, exploration and expression of music and creative arts. 

April - Ted Fund tedfund.org enables public school children from families with limited financial resources to participate in 

the kinds of quality summer programming most Evanston kids take for granted. 

May - Great Lakes Ministry, the only known on-going lay-led service program for the military, sending recruits into the 

fleet with new knowledge of what UU has to offer. 

June - Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) casacookcounty.net advocates for the best interests of abused and 

neglected children in the court system. 

July - Curt's Café curtscafe.org provides training, in food service and life skills, for at-risk youth in Evanston.  Students learn 

valuable, employable skills; they’re tutored in subjects ranging from computer literacy to job readiness to food history; and 

they are mentored by food service professionals and other caring adults. 

August - Deborah's Place deborahsplace.org, breaking the cycle of homelessness for women in Chicago through a contin-

uum of housing options, comprehensive support services and opportunities for change provided by dedicated volunteers and 

staff. 

 

5th Sundays: 

 

September 29th - CROP Hunger Walk cropwalk.org raising funds for Soup at Six; InterFaith Action of Evanston's Hos-

pitality Center; Tuesday Soup Kitchen at Second Baptist Church; The ARK in Rogers Park; and A Just Harvest in Rogers 

Park. The remaining 75% of funds support the work of the sponsoring organization, Church World Service.  

December 29th – NAMI nami.org raises awareness about mental illness and provides essential education, advocacy and 

support group programs for people in our community living with mental illness and their loved ones.  

March 30th - Center for Neighborhood Technology cnt.org, an Innovations Center for Urban Sustainability founded in 

1978, the Center for Neighborhood Technology is a leader in promoting more livable and sustainable urban communities.  

June 29th - D.I.G. reaplifedig.org, improving the nutrition and health of HIV-affected and at-risk populations through sus-

tainable gardening. 

Shared Offering Recipients for 2013/2014 

http://www.communityrenewalsociety.org
http://www.chicagobwp.org
http://www.illinoissafeschools.org
http://www.Haitiancongress.org
http://www.interfaithactionofevanston.org
http://www.boocoo.org
http://www.tedfund.org
http://www.casacookcounty.net
http://www.deborahsplace.org
http://www.cropwalk.org/
http://www.nami.org/
http://www.cnt.org/
http://www.reaplifedig.org/
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Joys and Sorrows have 

been redacted to protect 

the privacy of our  

members. 

 

 

JOYS AND SORROWS OF OUR COMMUNITY 
 

 

 

Members & friends may share personal news by writing brief notes to be read at Sunday morning services or by sending items to the church 

office by email or another legible form. You may also read our community’s news at ucevanston.org/members section.  
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Saturday Morning Kids – Baking 

returns on September 21st at the 

Jonquil Hotel of Good News Part-

ners. This summer we have enjoyed 

outings with the children – to the 

beach and two roller skating trips – 

and we are ready to get back to the 

kitchen.  Please sign up on the bulletin 

board in the lobby or on the website 

under the volunteer tab. Volunteers 

decide on a few easy recipes to make 

with the children, we bring the ingre-

dients and the children enjoy the re-

sults of our efforts and share them 

with their families.  We ask volun-

teers to arrive at the Jonquil Hotel, 

1600 Jonquil Terrace, by 9:45 and we 

are usually cleaned up by 12:30.  

Contact Carol Nielsen  

carolsnielsen@sbcglobal.net with 

questions. 

The Food and Shelter Team (F.A.S.T.) 

of UCE is part of the Social Action 

Council. We explore ways to alleviate 

homelessness and hunger and present 

meaningful service opportunities to 

members and friends of UCE toward 

this goal.   
  

One easy way to get 

involved is to do-

nate to our Giving 

House (located near 

the entrance in the lobby).  Every 

month we collect specific items that 

are in great need at Connections' 

Hilda's Place Shelter and Entry 

Points.  Items are donated through-

out the month by the congregation, 

and then matched by monthly spon-

sors - doubling the congregation’s 

contributions!  

  

Our collection calendar for the 

church this year is: 
 

 

Sept: Canned Tuna/Salmon/Chicken 

Oct: Long Underwear and Socks 

Nov: Hearty Canned Soups/Stews 

Dec: Mitten Tree 

Jan: Canned Chili/Ravioli 

Feb: Socks and Boxer Shorts 

March: whole congregation food 

drive for Easter 

April: Dried Fruits and Nuts 

May: Toiletries including: Deodorant, 

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Bar Soap, 

Razors 

  

 

September is being sponsored by 

the UCE Endowment Committee. 

Please bring your cans of Tuna, 

Salmon, or Chicken to church and put 

them in the Giving House in the 

lobby.  

 

Sponsorship opportunities are avail-

able in January, February, April and 

May.  

 

If you have questions or are inter-

ested in sponsoring the Giving House 

this year, please contact Clara Walker 

at walker.clara@yahoo.com.  

 

Food and Shelter Team 

 

“A Place at the 

Table” film 

showing at the 

Evanston Pub-

lic Library,  

September 

24th, 7pm.  
 

 

The Food and Shelter Team of UCE 

is partnering with the library to 

raise awareness about the issue of 

hunger and what we can do about 

it. 50 Million Americans—1 in 4 
children—don’t know where their 

next meal is coming from. A Place 

at the Table tells the powerful sto-

ries of three such Americans, who 

maintain their dignity even as they 

struggle just to eat. In a riveting 

journey that will change forever 

how you think about the hungry, A 

Place at the Table shows how the 

issue could be solved forever, once 

the American public decides—as 

they have in the past—that ending 

hunger is in the best interests of us 

all. - See more at: http://

bit.ly/1d5oL5X  

Mark your calendars for the Social 

Justice Empowerment Workshop 

October 19th, 9 am to noon.  We 

will explore our values and deepen our 

commitment to acting on them. All 

members and friends of UCE are en-

couraged to come and envision the di-

rection of social justice through our 

congregation. 

 

 

Soup Kitchens this Fall 

Sept 4, 11, 18 and 25 

 

 

 

 

Four soup kitchens coming up soon!  

Sign up to volunteer for set up and 

make lunches, serve or clean up, or 

contribute food. Signups are at the 

sanctuary tables on Sundays and online 

from the UCE Volunteer page. 
 

*Sept 4 we are serving a hot dog picnic 

with food purchased from GFS. 

*Sept 11 we will cook with your food 

contributions. 

*Sept 18 and 25 we will serve your 

home cooked casseroles (recipes pro-

vided), salads and desserts. 
 

Dinner with the Rev. Bret and 

Cindy Lortie 

 

We need food for our soup kitchen 

dinners!  As an incentive, Janet Hart-

mann will host a dinner with Rev. Bret 

and Cindy Lortie for anyone who pro-

vides casserole, salad or dessert for 

both September 18th and 25, and pro-

vides any food donation for September 

11th.  Dinner will be a Sunday evening 

this fall. 

 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER -  

UNTOLD STORIES PROJECT 
 

Speakers who have lived in Israel, the 

West Bank or Gaza during the Israeli 

occupation. They tell their personal 

stories in order to bridge the gap that 

separates nations and people by lending 

a voice and human face to the "other". 

Date to be announced. Contact Peace 

and Justice for more information. 

mailto:carolsnielsen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:walker.clara@yahoo.com
http://bit.ly/1d5oL5X
http://bit.ly/1d5oL5X
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Restore Harms Woods! – Sunday 

October 6, 2013 please join UCE 

and other congregations for an easy 

but important time of gathering 

seeds of native plants in Harms 

Woods.  Under the supervision of 

Forest Preserve stewards you’ll 

learn to identify many native plants 

and collect seeds for restoration of 

the woodland savannas.  UCE usually 

has the largest contingent and it is a 

nice group.  We meet at 1:00 and 

have a brief religious opening at 1:15 

before heading off into the woods.  

The activity is suitable kids 10+ to 

seniors.  Wear work clothes and 

boots if it might be wet.  Please call 

Dale Griffin or email  

dalecgriffin@comcast.net to let us 

give a count for supplies/snacks and 

if you need a ride.  We meet at the 

parking lot on the west side of 

Harms Road just south of Glenview 

Road.  The  project is 1-4 pm, or 

less if you need to leave early. 

 

We are listening!  Part of the an-

nual grass-roots cycle is to listen to 

member churches such as UCE to 

identify issues that are important to 

our membership.  You can be a part 

of that by participating in UCE’s lis-

tening campaign.  You may be asked 

to participate or you can contact 

Eileen Wiviott to ask to participate. 

 

October 5th CRS membership 

meeting at Glenview Commu-

nity Church – Please come to this 

exciting event at a nearby church 9 

a.m - 12.  RSVP to Dale Griffin, 

dalecgriffin@comcast.net 

 

A fair tax petition is circulating in 

preparation for legislative work in 

the fall to allow a progressive in-

come tax in Illinois. 

 

 

Prison Problems Affect Us All 

 

Lack of employment and rehabilita-

tion for the formerly incarcerated 

has escalated the crime rate to the 

point where we are all unsafe.What 

can be done? We invite you to at-

tend our 3 part series beginning: 

 

Wed. Oct. 9  7-9 pm In the sanctu-

ary near the kitchen. 

 

"Getting Past The "Ex" Pizza sup-

per and dialog about employment 

issues faced by previously incarcer-

ated people. Lou Malnati’s has hired 

and given job training to ex-

offenders. This initiative and other 

local initiatives will be described, as 

well as testimonials by ex-offenders 

depicting how much these jobs mean 

for them. Supper promptly at 7 pm. 

R S V P  t o  S y l v i a  C o r n e l l 

(scornell@ucevanston.org) at the 

UCE office – 847-864-1330 or Gini 

Sayad (virsayad@gmail.com). 

 

Wed. Nov. 13 Rm 3 "Restorative 

Justice- What Is It? Does It Work?" 

 

Wed. Dec. 4  Rm 3  "Dads, Moms, 

KIds: "The Unseen Impact of In-

carceration" 

 

 

Heard about Fracking but not sure 

what it means? Wondering how it 

affects us? Join us at 7pmo 

n  Wedneesday, September 11 (yes, 

9/11)   when we watch a new video 

The Price of Sand: a film about 

frac sand, small towns and money. 

Much of the film focuses on recent 

developments in Wisconsin.  

 

It has been edited to a brief 58 min-

utes and we will have time for shar-

ing and still finish the evening by 

9pm. 

 
The film was directed by Jim Tittle 

and released in 2013 by Midwest 

Pictures LLC.  

 

For more details see the website:  

www.thepriceofsand.com. 

PEACE EVENTS 

 

Peace Concert 

Wednesday, September 11   

6:30 -7:40   

Millenium Park, Pritzker Pavilion 

 

Peace themed classical and contempo-

rary music from India, the Middle East 

and America. Procession of 200 flags 

from around the world.  
 

 

Peace Day Celebration 

Friday, September 20  Noon - 1 pm.  

Daley Plaza, 50 W Washington 

 

World Peace Flag ceremony, cultural 

performances of music and dance. 

 

Sept. 8-20  Build the Peace Exhibit 

Daley building, east lobby. 
 

 

Labor Day 

 Monday, September 2 

 

As we celebrate Labor Day let us re-

member all the workers who make the 

world livable and comfortable for us 

and let us work for a Living Wage for 

all.  

News from the  

Community Renewal Society 

 

By Dale Griffin 

In 2005, the Evanston Chief of Police 

stated that recidivism is the greatest 

challenge to law enforcement in Evans-

ton. In 2011, a PEW Research Study 

found that more than half of Illinois ex 

offenders commit another crime within 

3 years. 

 

WHAT TO DO? Attend our SEPT 28 

(Rm 3 11:45) discussion of our goals, 

your thoughts and questions. Also, a 

list of volunteer opportunities for you. 

We will also be at the Peace/Justice 

table at the back of the sanctuary.     

PEACE AND JUSTICE  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Sunday, September 8 at 11:45am 

 

All are welcome 

mailto:dalecgriffin@comcast.net
mailto:dalecgriffin@comcast.net
mailto:scornell@ucevanston.org
http://www.thepriceofsand.com/
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Common 

Threads 
  

Common Threads, the UCE 

knitting group, will meet Sep-

tember 3rd at 10:00 a.m.  We 

make hats and blankets for 

preemies and shawls for church 

people who we think would like 

a hand-knitted, care shawl.  We 

have a huge stash of donated 

yarn and patterns, as well as 

people who can help you im-

prove your knitting skills.  We 

meet at 10:00 a.m. on the 1st 

Tuesday and 7:00 p.m. on the 

4th Tuesday of each month, 

usually in Room 2.  Mark 

these dates on your calen-

dar!  See you there. 
 

 

UCE Men’s Group 
 

Men's Meeting -- Save The 

Date -- Saturday, October 

26, for an all-day men's meeting 

and retreat at UCE.  We've re-

served Rooms #2 and #3 from 

9:00 AM to 5:30 PM and the 

kitchen area from 12:00 PM to 

2:00 PM for the UCE Men's 

Group and any other UU men 

who wish to join us.  We'll be 

inviting members from other 

Unitarian churches in the area 

and hope to have a good atten-

dance.  An agenda and more 

info will follow in the October 

newsletter. 

EVANSTON UNITARIAN NEWS 
 

The UCE newsletter is published monthly.  All 
newsletter articles should be sent to Editor 
Carli Magel at cmagel@ucevanston.org. Sub-
missions may be sent by email (preferred), or 
as legible ‘hard copy.’ WANT MORE NEWS? 
Join the UCE Announcements list for email 
news items throughout the week. Call or 
email the office, uce@ucevanston.org, 847-
864-1330. Also consider the UCE website, 
www.ucevanston.org, as a regular source of 
information.   

 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EVANSTON 

1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston, IL 60201 
www.ucevanston.org 

 
Ministers: Rev. Bret Lortie, Senior Minis-
ter (ext. 201); Rev. Constance L. Grant, 
Minister for Lifespan Religious Education 
(103),  Staff: Bart Bradfield, Director of 
Music; Gregory Shifrin, Pianist; Sandra 
Robinson, Executive Operations Director 
(108); Chris Isely, Accounting Manager 
(109);  Carli Magel, Communications Co-
ordinator (102); Eileen Wiviott, Member-
ship Director (111); Sylvia Cornell, Office 
Assistant (101); Daniel Baer, Lindsey  
Kennedy, Liz Kennedy, and Ryan Rogulich 
Lobby Staff; Kathy Talmage, Kitchen Staff. 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

  
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2014 
Claudia Dancing  cd@claudiadancing.com 
Kathy Monk  km@bravenewpictures.com  
Michael Takada mdtakada@gmail.com  
 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2015 
Janet Hartmann      jtwros1@comcast.net 
Jane Kenamore  
           jkenamore@ameritech.net 
Tom Ticknor                    tticknor@aol.com 
 
TERMS EXPIRING IN 2016 
Shirley Adams              
     shirley@comeoutdancing.com 
Brian Nielsen  
       b-nielsen@northwestern.edu 
Sarah Vanderwicken 

vanderesq@mindspring.com  
 

SECRETARY 
Jim Clark             james807@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

 

Recently Retired  

(But Never Retiring!) Women  

 

 

Any recently retired woman is warmly 

invited to attend our group. We only 

just completed our first year, so this is 

a great opportunity to meet with us, 

always on the 4th Tuesday of the 

month. We usually meet from 5:30-

7:00 in the back of the sanctuary to, 

first, enjoy a sumptuous potluck din-

ner.  

 

Afterwards, we have a participant-led 

discussion of an issue chosen by volun-

teer "leaders"  who will have emailed a 

short article or summary to the whole 

group ahead of time. At times, how-

ever, in order to facilitate even more 

camarader ie ,  we wi l l  change 

our routine and meet, for example, at 

a restaurant, at a movie, at an outdoor 

concert or at another venue.  

 

For more information, please email 

Margie Rogasner at  

mrogasner@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Gathering the Waters 
 

 

At our worship service at 10:30 am on 

Sunday, September 8, we’ll bring to-

gether the waters that symbolize 

where we have been and what we 

bring to this religious community.  

 

Please bring a vial of water from your 

travels near or far (or from your back-

yard).  This will be a worship service 

for all ages.  

 

If you would also like to display a pho-

tograph of where you traveled, please 

send a single photograph and a few 

descriptive words to 

photo@liberalfaith.org before Septem-

ber 5th. You can also submit a paper 

photograph to the church office to be 

scanned. Digital sizes between 200KB 

and 2MB seem to work best.  

 

mailto:mrogasner@yahoo.com
mailto:photo@liberalfaith.org
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MINISTERS’ SCHEDULES 

 

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Monday, Wednesday 

and Thursday. Tuesday is devoted to writing and research, 

and Friday is Sabbath. To schedule an appointment, please 

call the office or visit www.lortie.net where you can send a 

message, view his calendar, or schedule a time online. 

 

 

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the day 

on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often has eve-

ning meetings on those days. She takes Mondays off and 

works at home on Fridays. Please email or call Connie for 

an appointment. In an emergency, you can call her on her 

cell phone at any time. Contact cgrant@ucevanston.org;  

(847) 864-1330 ext. 103 (office); (847) 840-8542 (cell). 

PERSONAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Reminder note to newsletter readers/contributors:  

We no longer include personal telephone numbers in 

the newsletter.  If are a member of UCE, and you 

need a number, you may get it from the Church  

Office or in the Members’ Directory at  

ucevanston.org/members. 

 

Bagels and Fruit 

for  

Social Hour 
 

 

Many of us enjoy having time to social-

ize after the worship service, catching 

up with friends and greeting newcom-

ers. Please consider signing up to bring 

bagels and fruit once or twice during 

the church year. Sign ups are at the 

bagel table and on the website under 

the volunteer tab. I will send details 

about quantities and where to buy. 

The cost is about $75 and you can be 

reimbursed for all or a portion of that. 

Any questions, contact Eileen Wiviott 

at ewiviott@hotmail.com. 

http://www.lortie.net
mailto:ewiviott@hotmail.com

