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FERGUSON ACTION PLAN; COULD BE
TONIGHT!

As | predicted, there are changes to our action plan
regarding how we will respond to the grand jury
indictment decision coming out of Ferguson. In
response to conversations with faith leaders within the
Evanston community, members of UCE are
encouraged to attend one, or both, of the peace vigils
being planned:

ON THE NIGHT OF THE GRAND JURY
ANNOUNCEMENT: 7:00 p.m. at UCE

We will be hosting, in collaboration with the Evanston
Pastor's Fellowship and the Interfaith Clergy Alliance,
a vigil at UCE. This decision may be happening today,
so our vigil may be happening tonight. We have invited
interfaith clergy and city leaders to take part in this
expression of faithful boldness and to stand with us for
human dignity and justice.

ON THE NIGHT AFTER THE GRAND JURY
ANNOUNCEMENT:

All  the congregations in our Chicago Unitarian
Universalist community will gather for a vigil at First
Church in Hyde Park. This will take place at 5pm if the
announcement happens on a weekend, and at 7pm if
during the week. For more information on this historic
city-wide response, please see the church
Website, ucevanston.org.

We will stand together on these two evenings to offer
our prayers of hope and to express a vision of
reconciliation and healing in communities most
affected by violence, racism, and injustice. Together
we stand, united across our various faith traditions, to
affirm our sacred work of building a beloved
community of diversity and peace. We stand with
those in Ferguson, and with so many across the
nation, who choose to stand on the side of love.

Rev. Bret
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Sunday, November 23

Worship Service -9 and 11am
"Breaking Bread Together"

A Thanksgiving service for all ages with
stories and reflection. Please bring a
loaf (or other form) of bread representing
your heritage and accompaniments such
as cheese, jam, or fruit. During the
service, we'll partake of the bread in
celebration of the sustenance we share. Following the
service we'll share a simple meal of bread and the
accompaniments you bring.

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am
"Green Sanctuary Doings"

Michael Drennan, Erlene Howard and Alex Sproul will
discuss current Green Sanctuary activities, specifically
the composting program, the Zero Waste initiative, and
the new rain gardens. Focus will be on progress in the
campaigns and what eventually happens to the various
items collected, as well as a report on the new rain
gardens. Discussion leaders: Michael Drennan, Erlene
Howard and Alex Sproul

From the Membership Director

When Things Fall Into Place

| have been enjoying reflecting on this ié& W
month's theme: What does it mean to 5 8

be a people of Grace? This past| Ml =
Sunday, | led the Children's Worship '
Service while Connie preached in the
Sanctuary and we talked about this §
complicated idea. | shared with them
that grace, in my experience, is the gift |
of ease that comes unexpectedly after Eieen Wiviott
difficulty. It is a feeling of reassurance

that | am being guided through a

difficult time or led to the next right thing by something
larger than myself but still a part of me - not a divine
being but perhaps the divineness of all being.

The way | came to be the Membership Director and
Social Action Coordinator of this congregation has
been an experience of grace. Read more

From The Executive Operations Director re:
Budget Request to Committees & Councils

It's that time of year again - we are gathering the
information we need from councils, committees and
other initiatives at UCE to inform the budget-building
process. We are striving to make our budget reflective

Friday, Nov. 21, 7:30pm
Bridge

Monday, Nov. 24, 11am
Recently Retired (but Never
Retiring) Women's Brunch

Tuesdays, Nov. 25 - Dec. 16, 7-9pm

"The Long Strange Trip" of
Unitarian Universalism

Fridays, Nov. 21 and Dec. 5
LBGT Youth and Homelessness:
How Can We Help? Upcoming
Events hosted by the UCE Food
and Shelter Team and Rainbow
Alliance

Tuesday, Nov. 25, 7pm
Common Threads

Thursday, Nov. 27
Thanksgiving Dinner at UCE

Friday, Dec. 5, 7-9pm
Panel Discussion - LBGT Youth
and Homelessness: How Can We

Help?

Saturday, Dec. 6, 6pm
Northwest Suburbs Dinner Group

Dec. 13, Feb. 14, Apr. 11
Friendship Dinners

Sunday, Dec. 14,12:30pm
Ornament Sunday

Click each event for more
information.

Wednesday, Nov. 26
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Thursday, Nov. 27

Host an international student,
scholar or family from
Northwestern University at your

Thanksgiving dinner!

Saturday, Nov. 29, 11am-5pm
CARE Faire

Tuesday, Dec. 2 & Sunday, Dec.7
YWCA Scholar Series on RACE

Thursday, Dec. 4
Welcome to Energy Efficiency

House Party

Saturday, Dec. 6, 5pm
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of the work that we as a church want to do in living out
our mission and values.

We have asked UCE leaders of councils and
committees to give input quite early. An email was
sent this week. The Budget Working Group plans to
have a preliminary budget prior to the January 21st
Board of Trustees meeting.

We have asked that budget requests consider plans
for the fiscal year beginning next July 1, to consider
how their committee's/council's activities support the
mission and values of our church and describe what
funding is needed to achieve these goals. For
example, if the Food and Shelter Team has a request,
describe who in our community benefits from this work
and how the recipients are connected to the mission
and values of our congregation.

We want to capture our best thinking and planning,
dreams about what can be accomplished, reaching for
the stars, if you will, with our feet firmly planted in the
ground of our church's financial capacity.

This process leads us toward a budget that reflects
where leadership, staff and the congregation wants our
church to be, and in a way that shares our common
goals, and continues to move us forward.

Karen Courtright, ISC Co-Chair & Sandra Robinson,
Executive Operations Director

Recently Retired (but Never Retiring) Women

CHANGE OF TIME AND DAY: Our group will be
meeting THIS MONDAY, Nov. 24. And, since we
are changing the day, we are also changing the
TIME: Please come and enjoy a Potluck
BRUNCH/LUNCH from 11:00-1:00pm! We will be
talking about all those wonderful things for which we
are thankful, while eating all those wonderful things for
which we are also thankful!!! All women who are
recently retired are cordially invited to attend. For more
information please feel free to contact Margie
Rogasner at mrogasner@yahoo.com.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service - Wednesday,
November 26 at Unity on the North Shore - 3434
Central Street in Evanston, beginning at 7pm. A
powerful celebration of Evanston's diverse faith
traditions, the service will feature blessings by leaders
of various Evanston faith communities including Rev.
Bret Lortie, music by an interfaith choir, and keynote
address. People of all faith traditions are welcome to
celebrate the shared value of gratitude.

Working to Raise lllinois' Minimum Wage

Evanston Ministers Sing

Connections for the Homeless
Take-Action Lunch Club

Evanston School Circle Volunteer
Opportunity

2014 Mitten Tree

Give as a
group.

Give as an
individual.

Give as a
family!

UCE's Mitten Tree has collected
gifts and holiday food for over 25
years and is a wonderful tradition
of generosity for others who need
help during the holiday season.
Contributing generously not only
helps those in need but helps
each of us add to the love in our
hearts during the holiday season.

Paper mittens (with the wished for
items noted) will be available until
November 30th at the back of the
sanctuary. Please bring your new
& unwrapped gifts to UCE as
soon as you have purchased
them. The final deadline for
bringing gifts is Dec. 7. We are
providing gifts and food for six
groups this year. Read more

Thanksgiving Dinner
at UCE

You are invited to Thanksgiving
dinner at UCE, Thursday,
November 27.

Arrive any time after 4:00, and
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The Income Inequality Task Force is beginning work
on raising lllinois' Minimum Wage. The group has
chosen this issue because of its impact on low-wage
workers and recent efforts in the state to enact a $10
minimum wage before a new governor takes office.

The task force intends to poll the congregation on this
topic and to use the results of the poll to raise interest
in the issue and to guide study and education on the
problem. Read more

News from Green Sanctuary
Submitted by Andy Fisher and Sandra Robinson

The new HVAC (heating ventilating and air
conditioning) installed on the wing offer many new
features and provides for greater efficiency and power
savings. These units replace the three units installed
twenty five years ago, which failed at the end of the
heating season in late winter just in time for warmer
temperatures. Read More

News from the Fair Trade Cart and F.A.S.T.

The Fair Trade Cart and F.A.S.T. are happy to
announce that we are now supporting a new enterprise
at Chute School here in Evanston. This is in addition
to our yearly donation to help selected Chute families
at the holdays. Our contact is UCE member Randy
Barrengos who is a social worker at the school and
here is what Randy wrote to us to describe this
project. Read more

News from Community Renewal Society

Show your support for employment opportunities for
people with records! - If you believe that former
prisoners should not be banned for life from any
possibility of a job in certain industries, such as public
transit or healthcare, please consider attending a
legislative "subject matter hearing" on December 9th
at 10am in the Bilandic building, 160 N. LaSalle,
Chicago. Contact Dale Griffin for more on this
Community Renewal Society supported event.

Reconciling War and Peace

We continue our Reconciling War and Peace project
with plans to publish a brochure welcoming the military
and their families, as well as possible outreach to the
Vets Center on Howard St. (Rogers Park), plus
workshops to discuss concerns such as the moral
injury of war. We welcome your input (and help is
always good too). Contact Gini Sayad for more
information.

Diaper Drive

we'll plan to eat at around
5:00pm. Please bring a side dish
or dessert to share.

RSVP by Nov 23, indicating how
many people will attend and what
you'd like to bring.

Email Rev. Connie Grant,
cgrant@ucevanston.org, or sign
up on the Religious Education
bulletin board off the lobby.

2014 Serendipity Auction

Congratulations to the Serendipity
Auction Team for the
extraordinary work toward making
our fundraiser and social evening
a success, for all who donated
and all who shared in this lovely
evening, and for all who bid on so
many creative and wonderful
items.

Preliminary gross income is

hovering at $28,000. Thank you
all.

Our Giving House

Our Giving House for the month
of November is collecting soup
and stews.

Your donations will be matched
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UCE is partnering with First United Methodist Church
for their Bundled Blessings Diaper Pantry Program.
Many low-income families do not have sufficient funds
to buy diapers or wipes and these items are not
covered by the Illinois LINK card. Bundled Blessings
makes monthly distributions of diapers to six social
services in the Evanston area to keep babies in clean,
dry diapers. If you have unused diapers your child has
outgrown or if you can purchase new diapers to
donate, bring them to church and place them in the
gray bin under the coat rack. Thank you!

Jewel Stickers - Keep 'Em Comin'

We are still collecting the little green
stickers for the pots and pans Jewel
is offering as a promotion. If you shop
at Jewel, don't turn down your
stickers. Turn them in to the church
office. We are purchasing these items for women
transitioning out of Hilda's place shelter to permanent
housing.

LBGT Youth and Homelessness:
How Can We Help?
Friday, December 5, 7-9pm

Panel Discussion: LBGT Youth and Homelessness:
How Can We Help? Hosted by the UCE Food and
Shelter Team and Rainbow Alliance to deepen our
understanding of the issues faced by homeless LBGT
youth and to develop an action plan for UCE and for
yourself. Free will offering to benefit YEPP (Youth
Empowerment Performance Project).

Ministers' Schedules

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Wednesday
and Thursday. Friday is devoted to writing and
research. Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Saturday and
Sunday by appointment, and Monday is Sabbath. To
schedule an appointment, please call the office or
visit www.lortie.net where you can send a message,
view his calendar, or schedule a time online.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the
day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often
has evening meetings on those days. She takes
Mondays off and works at home on Fridays. Please
email or call Connie for an appointment. Contact
cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

by the Endowment Committee.

‘ YOGA

8:00-8:55am on Sunday
Mornings

Yoga at UCE is designed to
reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find
balance - restorative yoga. Enjoy
doing yoga before the service. If
you never have done yoga before,
this is your opportunity. Drop in,
wear comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is
leammed by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.

Contact Doug Erickson or Jessica
Tomell-Presto with any
questions.

Rainbow Alliance Presents
Crys Matthews Benefit Concert

Saturday, January 10
7pm at UCE

Crys Matthews is an eclectic
blend of Americana, folk, funk,
blues and jazz and with influences
ranging from Otis Redding all the
way to Ani DiFranco.

Proceeds benefit YEPP, an
LGBTQ youth theater initiative.
They will perform a selection from
their Faces piece.

Quick Links
ucevanston.org

Calendar
Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons

Joys and Sorrows (protected
documents)

Eacebook
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