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The UCE Office will be closed on
Thursday, Nov. 27 and Friday, Nov. 28 for the holiday.

November 26, 2014

Sunday, November 30

Worship Service -9 and 11am
"Responding to Ferguson"

Rev. Bret Lortie speaking

Crackerbarrel - 9:30am
"The Hidden News: Is the American Media Keeping
Us in the Dark?"

While media bias and sensationalism are major causes
of disenchantment with American news media, a
bigger problem may be hidden agendas and special
interests guiding the news content. Can major
networks be trusted in the era of corporate ownership
and partisan politics? Is the viewership being
miseducated by the American media? Discussion
leader: Irv Badr

From the Executive Operations Director

As a member of the Integrated
Stewardship Council | work with
church leaders and congregants tog
provide guidance in all areas of finance &
at UCE. We are currently working with g
Martha Holman and Kristin Larsen on .
. andra Robinson
pledge drive and have developed a
calendar for the Budget Working Group
to begin our process for providing a budget for the
2015-16 in March. Karen Courtright, ISC Co-Chair,
and | recently sent a letter to leaders seeking budget
requests. We asked that committees and leaders
consider carefully the mission and values of UCE and
how these drive their team work over the next fiscal
year. | will be assembling these requests, along with
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best estimates for church expenses into a spreadsheet
to be managed by Karen and Jane Kenamore (ISC Co-
Chair) and used by the Budget Working Group
throughout the budget process. We are well on our
way toward a thoughtful, meaningful process that
provides conversation, thought and responsible
budgeting. After due process, including reviews by the
Board of Trustees and a spring Town Hall Meeting,
this budget will be proposed to the congregation at the
May annual meeting for approval. Read More

From The Board of Trustees
Submitted by Dick Whitaker

Why am | doing this again?

--Signing on for three years on the UCE Board of
Trustees? Well, it's not as though | didn't know what
it is like. Two prior commitments, during the ministries
of Charles Eddis and of Barbara Pescan, gave me a
good idea. But now it's different. We are a nine
member board now and we are working toward policy
governance. This means we have less time for day-to-
day matters, and need to do more delegation. And
most of that involves delegation to staff, committees,
and councils.

It's a more appropriate way to run things. Staff spends
at least twenty times as many hours on church
business as we do. And our committees and councils
are directed towards particular jobs, such as social
action, endowment, music, etc. They may also spend
as much or more time on their concerns than we do.
Read more.

Welcome New Members!

Please welcome new members joining the Unitarian
Church of Evanston this November!

Click here for more information.

News from the Endowment Committee

You Don't Have to Die to Contribute to the
Endowment......

News from Community Renewal Society

Victory on restorative justice,
events December 9 and January 19

Victory is ours!! We had a big victory in the Cook
County budget, adding $500,000 for restorative
justice. Let's do more - December 9th for job
opportunities for former prisoners and January 19th the
exciting Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Faith in Action.
Read more

Thursday, Nov. 27
Thanksgiving Dinner at UCE

Friday, Dec. 5, 7-9pm
Panel Discussion - LBGT Youth
and Homelessness: How Can We

Help?

Saturday, Dec. 6, 6pm
Northwest Suburbs Dinner Group

Dec.13, Feb. 14, Apr. 11
Friendship Dinners

Sunday, Dec. 14, 11am
Music Sunday

Sunday, Dec. 14, 12:30pm
Ornament Sunday

Click each event for more
information.

Wednesday, Nov. 26
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Saturday, Nov. 29, 11am-5pm
CARE Faire

Tuesday, Dec. 2 & Sunday, Dec.7
YWCA Scholar Series on RACE

Thursday, Dec. 4
Welcome to Energy Efficiency

House Party

Saturday, Dec. 6, 5pm
Evanston Ministers Sing

Connections for the Homeless
Take-Action Lunch Club

Evanston School Circle Volunteer
Opportunity

2014 Mitten Tree

Give as a
group.

Give as an
individual.

Give as a
family!

UCE's Mitten Tree has collected
gifts and holiday food for over 25
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News from the
Congregational Relations Team

The Congregational Relations Team is delighted to
welcome two new members, Jean Durkin and Tom
Hempfling, both of whom we believe have much to
contribute to our mission of fostering healthy
relationships in our church community. We were sorry
to say good-bye to Amy Davis and John Casey after
the end of their two-year terms with us and extend a
huge thank-you to both for their many contributions to
helping get our team up and running in its first two
years of existence.

As a newly-reconstituted team, we are making plans
for the year, which include again offering our annual
workshop "We Can Work It Out: Constructive Conflict
as Part of Healthy Engagement" this January and
developing a more advanced or "Part 2" workshop for
those who have attended the initial workshop and want
to further develop their skills in healthy communication
and conflict resolution. We also continue to be
available to all church groups to provide resource
materials or individualized workshops upon request.

Feel free to contact any member of the team (Tammy
Besser, Jean Durkin, Tom Hempfling, John LaPlante,
Carla Leone-Sands (chair) and Brian Meister) to
request our services or make suggestions regarding
ways we might be helpful.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service - Wednesday,
November 26 at Unity on the North Shore

3434 Central Street in Evanston, beginning at 7pm. A
powerful celebration of Evanston's diverse faith
traditions, the service will feature blessings by leaders
of various Evanston faith communities including Rev.
Bret Lortie, music by an interfaith choir, and keynote
address. People of all faith traditions are welcome to
celebrate the shared value of gratitude.

Bridge at UCE

Calling all bridge players, old or new, rusty or active.
Come and play bridge at UCE on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays of every month. This month the games will
be on December 5 and 19. We start around 7:30pm
or as soon as 4 players arrive. No partner? That's no
problem. We guarantee partners.

Common Threads

Common Threads, the UCE knitting and crocheting
group, meets on the first Tuesday of the month at
10am, and the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7pm.
every month, usually in Room 2.

We make hats and blankets for preemies, newbomns,

years and is a wonderful tradition
of generosity for others who need
help during the holiday season.
Contributing generously not only
helps those in need but helps
each of us add to the love in our
hearts during the holiday season.

Paper mittens (with the wished for
items noted) will be available until
November 30th at the back of the
sanctuary. Please bring your new
& unwrapped gifts to UCE as
soon as you have purchased
them. The final deadline for
bringing gifts is Dec. 7. We are
providing gifts and food for six
groups this year. Read more

Ornament Sunday

Both  creative and not-so-
creative volunteers needed to
assist with a fun UCE event,
Ornament Sunday, on
December 14 at 12:30pm.

If you would like to lead or assist
with a holiday-related
ornament/decoration-making
activity, please contact Kerry
Galson at kgalson@gmail.com by
December 8.

Our Giving House

Our Giving House for the month
of November is collecting soup
and stews.

Your donations will be matched
by the Endowment Committee.

‘ YOGA

8:00-8:55am on Sunday
Mornings
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and other babies, and scarves and shawls for people
who we think would like a hand-knitted or crocheted
care shawl. Sometimes, we also work on our own
projects.

We have a huge stash of donated yarn, needles, and
directions, as well as people who can help you
improve your knitting and crocheting skills. Our next
meeting dates are December 2 at 10am and
December 23 at 7pm. Mark the dates on your
calendar.

Conatct Joan Horberg with any questions. See you
there!

Upcoming Membership Classes

Intro to Unitarian Universalism - Sunday, January
11; 12:30 - 2pm. Led by Rev. Bret, we'll look at our
history, our principles, the sources of our faith, and the
meaning of covenant. This is the first step in the
membership process.

Orientation Toward Membership - Saturday,
January 17; 9 am - noon. Led by Rev. Connie and
Membership Director, Eileen Wiviott. An interactive
morning exploring our spiritual journeys, the diversity of
our beliefs, and what it means to be a member of this
congregation. This is the second step in the
membership process.

Sign up at the Guest & Member Table in the lobby of
email Eileen Wiviott at ewiviott@hotmail.com.

Panel Discussion about Homeless LGBT
Youth, Friday, December 5 at UCE at 7pm.

This panel convenes some
extraordinary thinkers to
consider the scope of LGBT
youth homelessness in
Chicagoland. Join us for this
thoughtful, informed and
insightful discussion and call to
action. Speakers are Bonsai
Bermudez, Artistic Director of
Youth Empowerment Performance Project (YEPP) and
a youth representative from the program; Rev. Alli
Baker, Associate Pastor, Wellington Ave. UCC; Rev.
Aidan McCormack, Community and Congregational
Relations Coordinator, the Night Ministry. People ages
10 and up are welcome to this free event.

Ministers' Schedules

Rev. Bret Lortie holds office hours on Wednesday
and Thursday. Friday is devoted to writing and
research. Rev. Bret Lortie is available on Saturday and
Sunday by appointment, and Monday is Sabbath. To

Yoga at UCE is designed to
reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find
balance - restorative yoga. Enjoy
doing yoga before the service. If
you never have done yoga before,
this is your opportunity. Drop in,
wear comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.

Contact Doug Erickson or Jessica
Tomell-Presto with any
questions.

Rainbow Alliance Presents
Crys Matthews Benefit Concert

Saturday, January 10
7pm at UCE

Crys Matthews is an eclectic
blend of Americana, folk, funk,
blues and jazz and with influences
ranging from Otis Redding all the
way to Ani DiFranco.

Proceeds benefit YEPP, an
LGBTQ youth theater initiative.
They will perform a selection from
their Faces piece.

Click here to purchase tickets.

Quick Links
ucevanston.orqg

Calendar
Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons

Joys and Sorrows (protected
documents)

Eacebook
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schedule an appointment, please call the office or
visit www.lortie.net where you can send a message,
view his calendar, or schedule a time online.

Rev. Connie Grant is generally in the office during the
day on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and often
has evening meetings on those days. She takes
Mondays off and works at home on Fridays. Please
email or call Connie for an appointment. Contact
cgrant@ucevanston.org; (847) 864-1330 ext. 103
(office); (847) 840-8542 (cell).

| 847-864-1330 | uce@ucevanston.org | http://www.ucevanston.org
1330 Ridge Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
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