
UCE Endowment Fund 
Frequently Asked Questions—2016/17 

 
 
1.   What is the UCE Endowment Fund? 
 
Established in 1986, the Endowment Fund is a vehicle for members to make 
contributions to the church as a legacy for future generations.  The fund is a source of 
support for special initiatives that further the mission and work of UCE.  Like the roots 
that nourish and stabilize a tree, Endowment dollars strengthen our community and 
promote its health and vitality.   
 
It is a church fund that is segregated from other church monies, is separately managed 
and is governed by the UCE Endowment Fund Agreement. It is a vehicle for those who 
would like to make an enduring gift of any size to the church.  
 
2. What is the Fund’s purpose? 
 
Its purpose is to provide a strong and lasting financial foundation that will nourish the 
church, its religious life and programs, and maintain it as a vital place in the community. 
 
3. How does it work? 
 
Endowment Trustees, who are elected by the congregation, administer the fund and 
approve expenditures in accordance with the Trust Agreement.  A maximum of 5% of 
the Fund may be spent per year.  The intent is to use Fund income for project 
expenditures while the Fund increases in value through investment growth and new 
gifts.  All gifts are acknowledged personally by the committee and in the UCE 
newsletter.  Nellie Brough Society gifts are also acknowledged on a plaque in the 
church lobby.  (The Nellie Brough Legacy Society recognizes those who have made 
significant contributions to the Endowment Fund to ensure the future of the church.) 
 
4. What can Endowment funds be used for? 
 
The Trust Agreement outlines that funds are to be for special projects, apart from the 
annual budget, to support UCE and its wider mission in the community. Funds may not 
be used to fund the operating budget.  
 
5. What projects has Endowment supported? 
 
See the chart below to see all funding grants. Funding is granted to projects that help us 
within the church and projects that are more outreaching. In the last three years funding 
was used in 2013 funds to purchase a new nametag cabinet.  In 2014, $11,000 was 
available for projects and was used for Reverend Bret Lortie’s installation and a new 
sound system for the sanctuary. The 2015 allocation funded the all- church Racial 
Equity Training Program and new refrigerators for the UCE Kitchen. In 2016, to date, we 



have funded two new stoves for the UCE Kitchen and furniture for the resettlement of a 
refugee family.  
 
6. How large is the Endowment Fund and how is it invested? 
 
The value of the Endowment Fund as of August 2016 is 361,987.59. The value varies 
based on financial markets, new contributions and withdrawals. The fund is invested in 
two balanced funds: the UUA Common Endowment Fund (CEF) and Janus Balanced 
Fund. The UUA CEF is active in socially responsible investing in line with our values. 
 
7. How may I give?  
 
Gifts may be made in cash, stock, or other property. Gifts are often made in honor of, or 
in memory of, a member, relative or friend. All gifts are personally acknowledged in 
writing. We will notify the individual of your choice that you have made a gift in their 
honor (or family, if in memory) but not the amount.  
 
“Life Passage” may be given at any time to recognize and even in the life of a loved one 
or friend—birthdays, new babies, marriage, graduation or retirement are all ways you 
can celebrate life’s major events.  
 
A tribute gift to honor someone’s service to the church or other service in the world is a 
wonderful way to honor and recognize fellow congregants. 
 
Gifts through estate plans may designate a specific amount of money, a percentage of 
the value of the estate, or particular piece of property. Some members have named the 
Endowment Fund as a beneficiary of their IRA, another retirement account or a life 
insurance policy. 
 
8. Who are the trustees? 
 
The three trustees this year are, Carol Nielsen (Chair), Ellen Barcroft and Amy Dooley.  
Additional committee members include past chairs and others.  All are available to 
speak with members, and will make home visits to answer questions about more 
complex giving options, major gifts or about including the Endowment in an estate plan. 
(Contact Carol Nielsen carolsnielsen@sbcglobal.net)   
 

UCE Endowment Fund History 

Year 
Year End 
Value Distribution Purpose 

2000 $74,867  Distribution 
started 
after the 
fund 
reached 
$100,000 

  
2001 $67,899  
2002 $61,142  
2003 $71,785  
2004 $77,098  
2005 $86,822  



2006 $130,430  $4,000 

Developed a plan to enhance 
membership which resulted in the 
creation of the Membership Director’s 
position (Eileen Wiviott) 

2007 $132,482 
$6,500 Search expenses for Life Span/RE 

Minister (Rev. Connie Grant) 

2008 $83,921 

$5,000 Funded an additional portion of the 
Membership Director’s Salary to explore 
how to create a more effective 
membership outreach program. 

2009 $122,230 

$4,185 Funded an additional portion of the 
Membership Director’s salary to include 
Social Action as part of the 
responsibilities of the position. 

2010 
$140,410 $5,300 Interim Minister Search expenses, 

Complete reworking of the  UCE website 

2011 
$155,798 $6,900 Ministerial Search expenses, Software to 

modernize Serendipity Auction 

2012 
$177,560 $1,180 Congregational Relations Committee 

training 
2013 $217,320 $2,600 New Nametag cabinet 

2014 

$238,308 $11,000 Installation of new minister (Rev. Bret 
Lortie), updated the sound system in the 
sanctuary 

2015 

$228,068 

$9,850 

Racial Equity Workshop for all 
congregants, two new refrigerators for 
UCE Kitchen 

2016 

$297,012 

$6,040 

Refugee resettlement (furniture) and two 
new stoves and cooking pots for UCE 
Kitchen (as of August 2016) 

Total 
Disbursements 

 
$62,550 

 

 
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    



 


