
UCE 
 

Tuesday Evening Discussions 
Room Six 

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
7:00 -  9:00 PM 

Led by John Tobin 
 
Book: The Moral Arc, by Michael Shermer. 
 
CHECK OUT YOU TUBE ON GOOGLE BY TYPING IN THE MORAL ARC BY MICHAEL 
SHERMER.  

Schedule 
Meeting One, October 3: 
 Ch. 1 Toward a Science of Morality pp. 11 - 55 
 
  Questions: 
   1. What distinguishes the moral realm from the amoral realm? 
   2. How does Shermer define morality? 
   3. How do you define morality? 
   4. How does our author define: ‘moral agent’? 
   5. How does he define: ‘survival,’ flourishing,’ sentient being’? 
   6. How does he argue that nhuman animals are moral agents 
   7. How does he ground morality in biology, evolution? 
   8. What does he mean by, “our essence”? 
   9. How does he justify natural rights in biology? 
   10. How does he argue that morality is not arbitrary, relative, or   
    completely culture bound? 
   11. What do all members of the expanding moral sphere have in   
    common? 
   12.How does he relate The Principle of Interchangeable Perspectives,  
    abstract thinking, and The Golden Rule? 
   13. Does our author commit the naturalistic fallacy (deriving ought from  
    is)? If not, how does he avoid doing so” 
Meeting Two, October 10: 
 
 Charts and Graphs, brief illustrations of data points used by Shermer to support his 
 claims that moral progress is due to secular causes and not religion. [Led by Julia  
 Takarada] 
 
Questions: 
   1. How does Michael Shermer see morality? 
   2. What does Michael Shermer see as limits to morality? 
   3. How does Michael Shermer justify his position that “Science makes us  
    better”? 
   4. Are Michael Shermer’s assumptions valid? 
   5. Are Michael Shermer’s level of simplifications the right level to justify  
    his arguments? Or did he not go far enough? Or not enough? 
 
  



 Ch. 4 Why Religion is not the Source of Moral Progress  pp. 149 - 185 [led by Dick  
  Whitaker] 
 
  Questions: 
   1. Our author claims that, “the guiding light of religious teachings is mis 
    takenly thought to be the main source of moral advancement. He  
    claims this is due to two misunderstandings. Explain. 
   2. What does our author see as the good and bad sides of religious  
    morality? How does he argue that religious good is due to know- 
    ledge of the Enlightenment? 
   3. How does he interpret, “Love thy neighbors as thy self”? 
   4. How does he explain why contemporary Jews and Christians see The  
    Law as universal? 
   5. What three reasons does he give for the rigidity of religion? 
   6. How does Shermer argue that religion is not responsible for Western  
    Civilization. 
   7.According to Shermer, Is religion responsible for Capitalism? 
   8. How does Shermer interpret Religion and Equal Rights . 
   9. What is social capital? 
   10. How does Shermer relate Religion and personal health and happi 
    ness. 
   11. How does Shermer Deconstruct the Decalogue 
   12. what is his  rational Decalogue? 


