
A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Bring your memories, photos and thoughts to share on our UCE Scrapbook. 

Click Here to Watch a Thank You Video from UCE’s Financial Leaders. 
You Make More Possible.

This Sunday, February 10, 2019 at UCE

Worship Services @ 9:15am & 11:00am
Charles Darwin’s Religion: “Losing Faith Religiously” When the light goes on, when
the page is turned, when our eyes are truly opened, is it possible to still believe? It is an
old question, one asked by humanity’s mythic “first family,” Adam and Eve, and relevant
for us today. My own mentor in this query is Charles Darwin, who was both unable to
believe in God and unable to admit to atheism. Where did that leave him, and where
does it leave us today?  All Ages Worship at 9:15 am. Downstairs start for Religious
Education at 11 am. Service led by Rev. Gregory Stewart

   The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group @ 9:30am - Rm 2
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants

are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions?
Contact Renee Hoff

Forum @ 9:30am - Rm 6
Topic: U.S. Slavery: Exceptional, Not Peculiar Though slavery was common throughout
the Americas, no other country created a slave system as sturdy as ours did. We'll
discuss the distinctive features of U.S. slavery and how they still cause racial conflict
today. Leader: Jim Strickler

Earth Centered Spirituality Group @ 10:30am - Rm 6

Birthday Cake for Darwin Day @ 10am & 12pm - Back of Sanctuary

Beloved Conversations Grp. 1 @ 12:45pm - Rm 7

​Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter 
@ 12:10pm - 12:30pm 

You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

From The Assistant Minister

“I ask Percy how I should live my life” by Mary Oliver

Love, love, love, says Percy.
And hurry as fast as you can
along the shining beach, or the rubble, or the dust.

http://www.ucevanston.org/
https://youtu.be/8RvzHwoNOLM
mailto:rdhoff99@yahoo.com


Then, go to sleep.
Give up your body heat, your beating heart.
Then, trust.

Percy was Mary Oliver’s dog, with a dog’s way of
trusting, letting go, and enjoying life. You can’t tell
me my dogs don’t love me. I trust that they do. In
fact, it’s one of the few things in life I know I can
trust.
[For More]

Making Room For You

We want to make sure there is room for everyone who wants to attend worship services
at 11:00 a.m. It would help out greatly if those who get to church early take seats in the
center of each row, so that latecomers may slip into empty chairs on the aisle. We will
also rope off the back row of seats for latecomers until 11:05 a.m. Please know that your
church staff is working diligently to determine the best way to increase seating capacity in
our sanctuary.

Vote Now for Ministerial Search Committee

There are fifteen Candidates for the Ministerial Search Committee. They received the
highest amount of nominations from the 119 people who submitted a total of 126 names.
Thank you all for your participation. Now it is time for UCE members to choose 4 people
who will be on the Committee. Click here to read their bios and to vote. Voting closes on
February 18th.
Note: The ministerial search committee will comprise 7 members four chosen by the
congregation from this vote, and 3 chosen by the board to ensure diverse perspectives.

Worship Times Survey: Your Input Needed!

If you haven’t done so already, please share your thoughts with us about the timing of
our worship services. The link is below to a survey this is only 5 questions and will take
just a few minutes of your time. This survey is intended for ALL UCE congregants,
regardless of which service you currently attend. Please use the following link to have
your opinions included:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WK8S5H 

Rosemary Zwick Night of The Arts

Saturday, February 9 @ 6pm to 9pm - Sanctuary

Fun For All Ages!

Reviving a tradition started by artist and UCE member
Rosemary Zwick, The Rosemary Zwick Night of the Arts
this year is Saturday, February 9 from 6-9pm. The cost is
$5.00 per person, or $15.00 per family. The sanctuary will
be filled with people of all ages enjoying a variety of art
projects. Some projects will be individual for taking home,
and some will be group projects for display. Make a
valentine for your honey, enjoy music and noshes, and
ward off the winter blahs. It may be cold outside, but we’ll

https://ucemembership.wordpress.com/2019/02/08/then-trust/
https://ucevanston.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Ministerial-Search-Vote2b-1.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WK8S5H


keep it warm and cozy inside making art. If you are
interested in doing a project, helping or attending, contact
Johna Van Dyke cell 312.399.5745, e-mail
at johnavandyke@gmail.com or Will Van Dyke, cell
312.399.5734, e-mail willvd@sbglobal.netor Jean Durkin,
who will be helping with the event e-mail
jdurkin1456@yahoo.com.

From the Board: How Can We Improve?

We are in the thick of the interim period and Rev. Greg is beginning to help us examine
our congregation. As board president, one thing that I have observed while on the board,
is this:We are a lively community, holding a wide range of activities and our Sunday
mornings are abuzz with life and joy. We donate thousands of volunteer hours to make
everything happen—our social justice work, our Rummage Sale, our religious education,
& so much more. [For More]

Rummage Sale Meeting - February 17 @ 12:30 Rm 3

We will be having our first Rummage Sale Meeting, after the second service. Please
come if you are interested! We have big jobs and small jobs available! Come see how
you can be part of UCE’s wonderful, community building, service project. 
If you are new and want to learn more, please come. If you are an experienced veteran,
please come. All ideas and questions are welcome

Vision Keeper Dinner - February 17 @ 5:30pm

Hilton Orrington, Evanston

January 27, this Sunday, is the deadline for submitting checks to reserve a space at the
February 17 Vision Keeper dinner, where we honor Betty Walker. Leave a check in
Tamiko's box in the office for $75/person, made out to Interfaith Action of Evanston. Help
us celebrate Betty's many contributions to our church community! Questions? Contact
Barbara Butz, bkbutz@sbcglobal.net.

Earth Centered Spirituality Group
January 20 (and every Sunday through February 17)

@ 10:30am - Rm 6

Dear UCE Members and Friends,

The Earth-Centered Spirituality Group of UCE would like to welcome anyone interested in
attending to a Foundations Group for the next six weeks. During this time, we will explore
Earth-based spirituality and consider how to bring this into a group setting to create
meaningful rituals and spiritual practices that inspire awe and a greater connection with
nature. We hope also to enrich our fellowship through greater aquaintance with each
other. To that end, we will be holding a series of six consecutive weekly meetings on
Sundays in January and February to get the process going and moving quickly! This
group is for:

Who:   UCE Members and Friends who want to be a consistent part of Earth-Centered
spirituality group.

mailto:johnavandyke@gmail.com
mailto:willvd@sbglobal.netor
mailto:jdurkin1456@yahoo.com
https://ucevanston.org/from-the-board-how-can-we-improve/
mailto:bkbutz@sbcglobal.net


What:  Attending 6 Sunday meetings where we get to know each other by participating in
group sharing/ritual.
When: Sunday mornings from 10:30 to 11:30 (ish) --January 13th through February
17th.
Costs:  None
Note:  The group is open to everyone and will close after the first meeting. 

Our regular first- and third-Sunday rituals and meetings will also continue during January
and February; those are open to all interested people. Contact Taryn Seawright
(tarynnelsonseawright@gmail.com) with any inquiries.

Adult Religious Education Offerings January - June

Suffering & Meaning
February 12, 19, 26; March 5

We will explore ways that people may offer Comforts that can lead to denial of life’s
problems and work to develop healthier approaches. Facilitated by Bob Mesle, PhD.

Adult Religious Education Continues through June
Come be part of our Adult Religious Education series, beginning with our series on
Gender, starting Tuesday January 8th -- see the full descriptions
here: https://ucevanston.org/religious-education-adults/

Youth Religious Education - El Ed OWL 2019 -- K-1st & 4th-5th!

Our Whole Lives (OWL) is a comprehensive, developmentally
appropriate program introducing key topics like values, body
image, peer pressure, consent, gender identity and sexual
orientation, and healthy relationships with sensitivity and
inclusiveness. Our UU principles and values undergird these
curricula, part of a comprehensive lifespan approach to
sexuality education.

​Parent Orientation Meetings
Sat Feb 16, 10:30am
Sun Feb 17, 12:30pm

Launch Date: 
Sun Feb 24, 12:30pm

K-1st, 5 sessions on consecutive Sundays, 12:30pm-2:00pm 
(2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24)

Teachers: Kamran Jahanshahi, Sandy McNabb, Christine Peters
4th-6th, 5 sessions on consecutive Sundays, 12:30pm-2:30pm

(2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24)
Teachers: Kera Beskin, Liz Goodwin, Mike Takada

Questions? msheldenuce@gmail.com

Upcoming Forum Topics

February 17: Topic: Topic: Lock ’em Up! Prisons for Profit
More than 2,000,000 Americans are currently incarcerated, about 8.5 percent of them in
privately owned, for-profit institutions. We’ll talk about mandatory and disproportionate
sentencing, inmate rights, treatment vs. custody, and comparative approaches to
confinement within other countries. Leader: Jim Kepler.

mailto:tarynnelsonseawright@gmail.com
https://ucevanston.org/religious-education-adults/


Creative Spiritual Practice Open Space

Saturday, February 9 (and monthly on the 2nd Saturday)

@ 9:30am to Noon - Rm 5

If you enjoy creating art and would like to develop your
spiritual practice through creative means, join for this
opportunity to share creative ideas, energy and supplies.
If you have art supplies or a snack to share, please do.
Questions, contact Rev. Eileen at
ewiviott@ucevanston.org.

​What would you like to Scrapbook?

We have plenty of pictures for the 2000s and 2010s but there's lots of space for the
1940s-1990s. Do you have pictures, orders of service, newsletters, event
announcements, etc., from an earlier time in UCE's history that celebrate UCE's
presence as a vibrant church that's making a difference across the decades? Please
consider adding your own touch to this living document. There are markers and post-it
notes up front, so feel free to write or draw on the scrapbook. We'll keep it up until the
end of February.

Coffee At Curt's With Rev. Greg

Our interim senior minister returns to Curt’s Café, 1813 Dempster Street, Evanston, from
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. beginning February 7. You are invited to join him any Thursday
morning. You set the agenda for informal conversations about issues that concern
us. Rev. Greg will listen mostly, and then respond if and when words are necessary. All
are always welcome!       

Camp Unistar

Watch for a display table on Sunday about Camp Unistar, a UU island camp on Cass
Lake in Minnesota's Chippewa National Forest. A week-long stay at Unistar offers
boating, swimming, walking in the woods, and participating with new friends in study and
interesting discussions

Caregiver Support Group, Tuesday February 19 @ 7pm in Rm 6

Trey Daly, Attorney and Director of the Public Benefits Practice Group at the Legal Assistance
Foundation of Chicago (LAF) will be speaking on various elder law topics on Tuesday 2/19/19
from 7-9 p.m. in Room 6 at UCE. Specific content to include: Overview of Medicaid – who is
eligible/ how & when to apply and a high level review of the legal paperwork that caregivers should
have in place for their elder loved ones: POA, Living Will, H/Care Directives, Guardianship (where
appropriate), etc. Hosted by the UCE Caregiver Support Group, all are welcome to attend.

Garden / Winter sowing / Indoor Plant  Swap/Chat

mailto:ewiviott@ucevanston.org


Friday February 22 from 4:30pm to 7:30pm, Rm 3

Bring your houseplants, cuttings, extra seeds, extra supplies. Come
sit with us among winter blues talking/planning spring and summer. 

 CRT's Annual Conflict Resolution Workshop

"“WE CAN WORK IT OUT: DEALING CONSTRUCTIVELY WITH CONFLICT

IN DYADS AND IN GROUPS”

February 24 @ 12:30pm - Rm 12

The UCE Congregational Relations Team is pleased to reprise our previously well
received workshop on conflict resolution on Sunday February 24th, 2019 from 12:30-2:30
pm. The workshop includes a didactic power point presentation, small and large group
discussions, and structured role plays. It is based in part of the work of relationship
researcher John Gottman and the work of nonviolent communication proponent Marshall
Rosenberg. Although in prior years we presented two separate workshops, one on
conflict between individuals and one on conflict that occurs in groups, this year we plan
to address both topics in one workshop so it will be a full and rich two hours. Registration
is requested by emailing CRT Chair Carla Leone at Carla.leone10@gmail.com, but walk-
ins are welcome as well.

A reminder that the CRT is available to assist members of the UCE community who find
themselves in conflict or relationship difficulty with another community member or
members. The CRT consists of five UCE members who have training and experience in
conflict resolution and are available to provide confidential (within the team) consultation
to one or both parties to a conflict. We are also available to consult with groups or
committees if needed and/or to present the above workshop to church groups upon
request.

Non-Fiction Book Group - Sunday February 24 @ 12:30pm - Rm 13

We will meet to discuss White Rage: the Unspoken Truth of
our Racial Divide by Carol Anderson.The author recounts
how, since the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, each
time African Americans have made advances towards full
participation in our democracy, white anger and resentment
have fueled a deliberate and relentless rollback of their
gains.The book is available at the Book H, from other
vendors, and at public libraries.Everyone is welcome to
attend.

REAL Meal - Friday March 1 @ 12:30pm - Rm

February has turned out to be too short and too busy to schedule a REAL Meal,
so we have pushed into the first evening of March for our next event. We'll meet at

mailto:Carla.leone10@gmail.com


Good to Go, the Jamaican restaurant that moved last year across the street to
their snazzy new digs on the Evanston side, 711 Howard. It's a large
establishment, with an extensive menu and space for a much larger group than
we've been able to accommodate in the past. But we'll still need to give the
management a week's notice on the numbers we expect, so make your
reservation early with Betty Walker, blw35@comcast.net. And go to their website
to check out the menu and read the story of the owner, Tony Levy, who learned the
recipes for his signature offerings in his mother's kitchen in his native Jamaica.

Now at The Lending Library

Never Caught by Erica Armstrong Dunbar
is the true story of one of nine slaves
working in George Washington’s
household. Our founding father went to
great lengths to keep her from gaining her
freedom, but she prevailed even though
the price she paid was severe.
A revealing story of pain. privilege, and
perseverance.

Friends Disappear by Mary Barr
Old but important in the library is the tale
of our own city of Evanston and its efforts
to achieve desegregation of the schools in
the
1960s. It is told by Mary Barr who was a
student in the Evanston school system
during the era. She tells the story from her
own personal memories and also as a
sociologist studying and revealing what
happened here.

Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom
by David W. Blight The new biography of
this American hero is reviewed by Henry
Louis Gates as “….a monumental
achievement, a must read for anyone
charting the history of a democracy when it
is most severely under attack.”

Check them out!

Annual MidAmerica Regional Assembly

April 5 thru 7 @ Marriott St. Louis, MO

The annual MidAmerica regional assembly will be April 5-7 at the Marriott St. Louis
airport. UCE is entitled to 9 delegates. We still have several vacancies. The topic is
"Intersectionalities" and the keynote speaker is UUA president Susan Frederick-
Gray. There are 5 trains a day and the light rail connects the Amtrak station to the
airport. Room rates start at $105/night. Registration fee is $210, with a $25 discount if
you register by February 28. Please see http://www.uua.org/midamerica/ra for more
information. Please also let Lee Bannor, Shirley Adams, or Linda LaPlante know if you're
considering attending.

mailto:blw35@comcast.net
http://www.uua.org/midamerica/ra


​Pathways to Membership at UCE

Newcomers Orientation: Are you new to the
Unitarian Church of Evanston, or still feeling
new? Meet with Rev. Greg in his study after
Sunday services to learn more about this church
and Unitarian Universalism. Offered on the first
Sunday of every month. Bring the kids,
too! Offered at 10:00 a.m. and at Noon.
 
Introduction to Unitarian
Universalism: Want to know more? This
introduction takes an in-depth look at our
progressive faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources, and
covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen quarterly; the next class meets February 24, 12:30
p.m. Childcare available upon request. The class is offered again April 14th.
 
Journey Toward Membership: Wait! There’s more! The Journey includes the
exploration of our spiritual lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional
community like the Unitarian Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; will meet two
Tuesday evenings, April 9th and 16th from 7-8:30 pm. You can take this before or after
you sign the book. Childcare available upon request.
 
Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the
world? Meet with Rev. Greg in his study after Sunday services to sign our historic
membership book. Offered on the third Sunday of every month at 10:00 a.m. and Noon.  
 
The next New Member Covenant Sunday, when we welcome new members in the
worship service, will be February 24th at the 11 a.m. service.

Schedule for
Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Rev. Eileen Wiviott office hours,
Sunday: By Appt. Only

Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Wednesday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursday: 10AM - 5 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only

Please contact Rev. Eileen via email
at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

Schedule for
Rev. Gregory Stewart

Rev. Gregory Stewart office hours,
Sunday: By Appt. Only

Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 9 AM - 4 PM

Wednesday: 9 AM - 4 PM
Thursday: 9AM - 4 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only
Please contact Rev. Gregory via

email at gstewart@ucevanston.org

UCE Community News

UCE Addictions & Recovery - Every Thursday @ 7:15 pm

The Thursday evening Addictions and Recovery Group would like to
invite those interested to our weekly examination of the book A
Hidden Wholeness by Parker Palmer. We will discuss this book from
perspectives that include but are not limited to addictions recovery
frameworks. We begin our meetings with a check in, during which

mailto:ewiviott@ucevanston.org
mailto:gstewart@ucevanston.org


everyone has an opportunity to talk about whatever is important to
us then. We will progress through the book by reading and
discussing a subsequent section each week.

Yoga at UCE - Wednesdays @ 9:30am - Rm. 2

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative yoga. If
you never have done yoga before, this is your opportunity. Drop
in, wear comfortable clothing for stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community yoga mats provided if needed.

UCE Food With Spirit Group

​Do you have a longstanding and complicated relationship with
food? The UCE Food with Spirit group meets to discuss our
relationship with food, nutrition and health. Join us on the first and
third Thursdays at 5:30pm at UCE. All are welcome. For more info,
contact Peggy Boccard or Julia Takarada or Shirley Adams.

Our Giving House - February

In February we will be collecting Socks
This month we are collecting warm socks for

Connections for the Homeless. During the cold
weather, socks are one the most requested items

for the people who drop in to Connections' two
locations. As always, your generosity is

appreciated!Thank you, as always for your generosity.
Questions? Please contact Betty Walker at 847-328-

6332 or blw35@comcast.net.

Click here to access 2018-19
Giving House Calendar.

Worship Service Flowers & Chalice Lighting

Brighten our worship service with flowers and chalice lighting. Mark a
special occasion or honor a loved one. Bring flowers for our chancel and

tend the chalice flame in our worship services. 
Contact the UCE office at tdeville@ucevanston.org with the date you'd like

to bring flowers and dedication words for the order of service. 
Click here for sign-up

mailto:pegboc@ameritech.net
mailto:jtakarada@gmail.com
mailto:shirley@comeoutdancing.com
mailto:blw35@comcast.net
https://ucevanston.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Giving-House-2018.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1r2SwwewMLuUXxQ1Q0oyiiZ3lSZEul2yFTo8dDdRdSrA/edit


Opportunities For Spiritual Practice

Tuesdays at 6:30pm Rm. 2
​(1st timers, 6) Zen Meditation with Udumbara

 
Wednesdays at 9:30am Rm. 2 

Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto
 

Thursdays at 5:30pm Rm.2.
Buddhist meditation with

​Andrea DeMers

Saturday, January 12th and monthly on the 2nd Saturday
Art & Spirituality Space with

Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Things to Know About Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information
about our community!

Board Of Trustees

The Board of Trustees meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month. Our next meeting will
be on February 21, 2019.

UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?  

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to
each other. If you have an event you want members to know about,
or have a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the

newsletter and order of service, you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links
above or search for the groups by name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons Facebook
UCE Member to Member
Facebook Group

UCE Children and Youth
Religious Education
Facebook Group

UCE Social Action
Facebook Group
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