
A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

This Sunday, March 17 , 2019 at UCE

Worship Services @ 9:15am & 11:00am
Junior High Credo Service – All Ages Our junior high youth have been at work this
year on a statement of belief and life purpose, working toward both keen discernment
and clear articulation. Come hear what they have to teach us. All Ages service
(sanctuary)

   The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group Rm 2 @ 9:30am
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants

are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions?
Contact Renee Hoff

Forum Rm 6 @ 9:30am
Topic: Pricing Healthcare in the United States Healthcare charges for specific fees and
services usually exceed actual payment amounts by significant percentages. Why? How
are marketplace payment rates actually determined? Does this make sense? Is there a
better way to price healthcare services? Leader: Gordon Mallett.

Youth Religious Education OWL @ 12:30pm
4th - 6th, Rm 10

K- 1, Rm 8

Potato Bar Fundraiser to Follow Credo Service @ Noon
Boston Bound will offer a Baked Potato Bar after worship this coming Sunday -- please

join us for a heap of delicious, to benefit our young journeyers headed to Boston in May
for our biennial coming-of-age pilgrimage. Suggested donation: $7 per person,

​$25 per family.

Invitation to Membership @ 10am & 12:15pm - Minister's Study
If you are ready to join this church and make a financial commitment to the work of this
congregation in the world, please meet with me after Sunday services. You'll meet others
who intend to sign our historic membership book. A picture of you (family welcome too!)
will be taken so we can introduce you to the congregation. I hope to see you there!

 --Rev. Greg

Journeys 2 Justice @ 12:30pm, Rm 3
We will continue to explore how to influence policy and legislators using recent

environmental policies and bills as examples. We will also offer an array of specific
actions that people of various levels of comfort and involvement can take to have a

direct impact. Please contact John Bartok (jbartok@comcast.net) if you have
questions.

Sine Nomine Covenant Grp. @ 12:30pm, Rm 2

Rainbow Alliance @ 12:30pm, Rm 13

Beloved Conversations @ 12:45pm, Rm 12

http://www.ucevanston.org/
mailto:rdhoff99@yahoo.com
mailto:jbartok@comcast.net


​Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter 
@ 12:10pm - 12:30pm 

You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

Parent Covenant Group @ 4pm - Rm 13

Budget Questions? Come visit the table at the back of the sanctuary to
get more information about our draft budget.

From The Director of Religious Education

​As I’ve found to be the case elsewhere, in speaking
with UCEvians during my time so far here,
I’ve learned that familiarity with core congregational
documents varies widely. I’m a good example: while
it is actually my job to know about policies and
protocols, I have been by necessity learning about
them over time – where to find them, what exactly
they say, and how to implement them. [For More]

Mark your Calendars!

UCE will be moving to one service for the summer starting Memorial Day weekend, May
26th. The services from May 26th through our Ingathering in September will be at 10 a.m.
Also, our Flower Communion and Church Picnic will be on Sunday, June 2nd.

Adult Religious Education Offerings January - June

American Civil Religion
Tuesday, March, 19 & 26

American religion and politics have been intertwined since Mayflower times, leading to
the notion that there is a kind of “American Civil Religion”- a belief in the sanctity of
certain symbols and ideals, holidays and rituals. In this class, we will explore American
history from this perspective, discussing how well it applies to the origins, development,
and current state of American culture. Facilitated by Dan Solomon
 

Adult Religious Education Continues through June
See the full descriptions here: https://ucevanston.org/religious-education-adults/

Update from the Board Chair

My apologies for not updating the congregation more frequently during the year. I plan to
remedy that in the next few months. Know that it is not because I have been sitting at
home streaming all 72 seasons of the Real Housewives of the UUA. [For More]

UCE Mission –
To Nurture the Human Spirit For a World Made Whole.

Have you received your “personal” pledge
campaign letter yet? Most of them were mailed Monday
afternoon. A few of them needed corrections because

https://ucevanston.org/from-the-director-of-religious-education/
https://ucevanston.org/religious-education-adults/
https://ucevanston.org/update-from-the-board-chair/


your pledging history was not recognized correctly in our
data-bases, your address had changed or we noticed that
your status had changed for some reason. We will reach
out to you as soon as we have reconciled your
information in the church office. 

Have you had the chance to consider whether your
pledge is aligned with your Covenant of
Engagement? Our thought is that if you are maybe
involved in Adult Education, Choir and a Covenant group, that your pledge will increase
to align with your active participation. 

Starting this weekend, look at the walls of the Sanctuary to see a visual representation
of our engagement in church activities. Feel free to pick up an “Engagement Bubble” by
the PLEDGE box to add your voice to the conversation.

What I have noticed this week is the passion we each have for our engagement
activities. There are probably a hundred ways to engage, and I think it is important to
remember that they all support our UCE Mission – to nurture the human spirit for a
world made whole . The UCE Covenant of Engagement is a financial mechanism for
supporting our mission.

UCE Covenant of Engagement
Share and encourage others to share abilities and responsibilities for the
operation of the church and its work in the larger community...
be generous in offering our gifts and receiving the gifts of others;
say yes when we can, say no when we must;

Click here to view Budget Town Hall Presentation
Document is password protected with same password used

to access Member directory.

This week’s volunteer spotlight is on Melanie Kitchner

The staff is enormously grateful for the work of all our
volunteers. We recognize the many ways you make UCE a
vibrant, engaged and justice-oriented congregation. We
know we can’t thank you enough, but just because we can’t
do it perfectly, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try. So, we’re
starting a regular newsletter article featuring volunteers and
lifting up the varied and quiet efforts that contribute to making
Love the spirit of this church. This week, our hats are off to
Melanie Kitchner. She has offered countless hours to the
church for several years, helping coordinate the hospitality
teams, entering membership and visitor data into our new
database, and filling in during critical staff transitions.
Melanie, we are so grateful for your loving heart, your
cheerful enthusiasm for work that many others would find
tedious, and your unwavering
dedication to UCE. You are a gem and we couldn’t do it without you.

Vigil for New Zealand Mosque Shooting

Saturday, March 16 @ 6pm - The Muslim Education Center

The Muslim Education Center in Morton Grove will be holding a vigil in memory of the
victims of the mosque shooting in New Zealand.

https://ucevanston.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-2020-Budget-Townhall-Presentation-1.pdf


Community Renewal Society Day of Faith Training

March 16, 9am to 1pm @ UCE

Learn how bills become law in
Illinois – hear about our current
legislative priorities impacting
black and brown communities
in greater Chicago. Develop
strategies for our Day of Faith
at the Capitol, March
26. Breakfast and box
lunch. Register here:
bit.ly/CRS-WLC2019.

UU Prison Ministry of IL presents -

Help Needed: A Mental Health Crisis in the Criminal Justice System

Saturday March 16 @ 6:30pm at UCE

Registration link is on the home
page uupmi.org Child care is available.
There is a mental health crisis in our
country today. A crisis is hidden within
our criminal justice system. We have
criminalized and exacerbated mental
health issues by ignoring the needs of
our people and causing more harm to
those trapped by our criminal justice
systems. We want to educate and
agitate our faith community about these
issues so that we can better contribute
to movements working to abolish this
unjust system.
 
Join us for an evening of learning,
reflection and action with the UU Prison
Ministry of Illinois. We recognize that
sharing a larger vision can dramatically
sustain us in this work.

UCE Connections for the Homeless Memorial

Monday, March 18 @ 5pm - Lake Street Church

Connections for the Homeless is holding a memorial service for four people in our

http://bit.ly/CRS-WLC2019
http://uupmi.org/


community who have died in recent months. All are welcome to honor their lives.

UCE Soup Kitchen, Wednesday March 20 @ 5pm, Sanctuary

We typically feed about 100 people from Evanston and surrounding communities. The
soup kitchen leaders are making a concerted effort this year to provide our guests with
healthy food. Please click here to sign-up to help with food, set-up, serving, or clean-up.
Contact Winnie Stevenson (wstevenson4@gmail.com) with any questions. Thanks, as
always, for your generosity. 

Upcoming Forum Topics

March 17 Topic: A Little Slice of Pi. Mathematics is a language of nature. We’ve
determined trillions of decimals now, starting with 3.14159… How did we get here? Are
you aware you’re using this phenomenon every day? Relax; Computations won’t be
required during our conversation. Leader: Julia Takarada

From the UCE Men's Group

What are you doing with your one precious life? Come and share it with other UCE Men.
We meet on alternate Monday evenings. The next meeting is at the church on March
18th from 7:00 to 9:30 PM. For more information contact Dave Woods at 847-864-7869.

The Caring Committee

Much of the caring within UCE takes place through an informal network of helping one
another. The Caring Committee offers a more formal network of volunteers to meet the
temporary needs of members. Volunteers on the Caring Committee provide meals and
rides to medical appointments. We also run errands and provide other assistance to help
each other. If you would like help from the Caring Committee, please contact the
Coordinator, Lois Taft at 847-733-0114 or by email at taftlb@uwec.edu. You can also
leave a message at the church office.

Caregiver Support Group

If you are in a care giving role, you are invited to attend the Caregiver Support
Group. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at UCE at 7:30 p.m. in Room
12. Questions? Contact Renee Hoff at rdhoff99@yahoo.com, or Joyce Lofstrom at
joycelofstrom@gmail.com.

​What would you like to Scrapbook?

We have plenty of pictures for the 2000s and 2010s but there's lots of space for the
1940s-1990s. Do you have pictures, orders of service, newsletters, event
announcements, etc., from an earlier time in UCE's history that celebrate UCE's
presence as a vibrant church that's making a difference across the decades? Please
consider adding your own touch to this living document. The scrapbook has been moved
to the lower level.

Conflict Resolution and Healthy Relationships

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-R2AOaAm8mChCxzVSWBHZ9oJKDXvuLIb__JPZ85QdP0/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:wstevenson4@gmail.com
mailto:taftlb@uwec.edu
mailto:rdhoff99@yahoo.com
mailto:joycelofstrom@gmail.com
mailto:joycelofstrom@gmail.com


​Lending Library Now Available

The Congregational Relations Team (CRT) is delighted to announce the opening of our
new lending library on conflict resolution and healthy relationships, located on the book
cart in the hallway right outside the church office. We thank the Endowment Committee
for funding the project to date, and plan to add more materials in the future. While most
books are for adults, the library includes some targeted to children from preschoolers
through junior high age, and a few intended for teachers or youth group leaders. [For
More]

Spring Equinox Sun Salutations, Friday March 22 @ 6:30pm, Rm 3

Come celebrate the Spring Equinox on Fri Mar 22 at
UCE! We will welcome warmer weather, budding
plants, and lighter spirits! Yogis traditionally do 108
sun salutations on the spring equinox to acknowledge
the change of the seasons. However, you'll do as
many sun salutations as are appropriate for you: 9,
18, 27, 36, and 54 (all factors of 108) are also
auspicious numbers. You can do seated salutations,
half salutations, use modifications, or a combination
of any of these. Or feel free to sit in meditation. This
practice is a collective ritual. As the warm weather
returns, let's salute the sun! 

Upswing Advocates Leadership Training: Building a Gender Inclusive

and Affirming Community

Saturday, March 23 @ 10:30am - UCE

The Board of Trustees invites members of the church who
consider themselves leaders in the church in any capacity
to join us for this workshop on Saturday, March 23rd from
10 am – 12:30 pm. UCE is committed to radical welcoming
and we seek to expand our capacity to live our first
principle – not just affirming that all people have value but
ensuring that those who might feel marginalized in other
spaces, know they will find a safe and affirming space
among us. [For More]

NonFiction Book Group, Sunday March 24 @ 12:30pm, Rm 13

We’ll meet at 12:30 p.m. on March 24th to discuss Political Tribes:
Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations by Amy Chua. The author
addresses both American foreign policy’s blindness to the power
of tribal politics outside the country and American politicians’
blindness to the group identities that matter most to ordinary
Americans and are tearing our country apart. She says that we need
to acknowledge the reality of group differences and fight the deep
inequities that divide us to rediscover a national identity that
transcends our political tribes.

The book is available in libraries in various formats as well as at the
Book H.

https://ucevanston.org/conflict-resolution-and-healthy-relationships-lending-library-now-available/
https://ucevanston.org/upswing-advocates-leadership-training-building-a-gender-inclusive-and-affirming-community/


CRS Day of Faith at the Capitol, Tuesday March 26

March 26 will be the CRS Day of Faith
at the Capitol Each year in the Spring,
CRS sends a delegation of members
from its churches down to Springfield to
discuss the issues we are supporting
with our State Senators and
Representatives. This all day trip begins
at 5:45 a.m. when the bus will leave the
UCE parking lot headed for
Springfield. The bus should return
around 7 p.m.

This experience usually is very
worthwhile. We divide into small groups
to meet with our Evanston and Chicago
area north side legislators, but also with
Republican legislators who we hope to
convince to support issues like no
money bail, restorative sentencing and
graduated rate Illinois income
taxes. Then we participate in a
demonstration about a key issue, to
gain publicity for our visit.

In past years, 6 – 12 people from UCE
have joined us on this trip. This year, with a Democratic Governor, there is a greater
chance that CRS issues might make it into law. Please join us as we try to make this
happen.
CRS asks that individuals register by March 18, to be sure to have a seat on the
bus. This can be done online, or by signing up at the back of the sanctuary on March 3,
10 or 17.

REAL Movie Night, Wednesday March 27 @ 7pm, Rm 3, UCE

FILM: FRUITVALE STATION

Free parking in lot on Greenwood, and
free popcorn

Fruitvale Station is the critically acclaimed
story of a day in the life of Oscar Grant III,
a 22-year-old Black man from Hayward,
California, who crosses paths with friends,
enemies, family, and strangers on the last
day of 2008. It was the first film directed by
Ryan Coogler (The Black Panther) and
stars Michael B. Jordan (The Black
Panther, Creed) and Octavia Spencer
(Hidden Figures, The Shape of Water) as
his mother, Wanda Grant.  

Winner of numerous film festival awards
including the 2013 Sundance Grand Jury
Prize and Audience Awards for a Dramatic
Film. 

Run time 85 minutes. Discussion following.



Seminary for a Day: with Meadville Lombard

Saturday April 20 @ 8:30am to 2pm - UCE

We live in a radically uncertain world.
How can we save our democracy in
times like these? The Unitarian
Church of Evanston is delighted to
host a seminary-for-a-day program,
presented and led by the faculty of
Meadville Lombard Theological
School. Join us to learn what each of
us can do to best bring our religious
values into the public square and
save our democracy. The keynote
speaker will be Dr. Mike Hogue, Professor of Theology, Ethics, and Philosophy of Religion.
He will speak from his book American Immanence: Democracy for an Uncertain World (read
his introduction of the book here). Rev. Dr. Pamela Lightsey, Vice President of Academic
and Student Affairs, and Rev. Dr. Lee Barker, President, will offer their reflections. They will
lead small group conversations and a panel discussion. All are welcome. Advance
registration is required. Limited seating: register now!

Coffee At Curt's With Rev. Greg

Our interim senior minister returns to Curt’s Café, 1813 Dempster Street, Evanston, from
10:00am to 11:00am You are invited to join him any Thursday morning. You set the
agenda for informal conversations about issues that concern us. Rev. Greg will listen
mostly, and then respond if and when words are necessary. All are always welcome!       

Now at The REAL Lending Library

Never Caught by Erica Armstrong Dunbar
is the true story of one of nine slaves
working in George Washington’s
household. Our founding father went to
great lengths to keep her from gaining her
freedom, but she prevailed even though
the price she paid was severe.
A revealing story of pain. privilege, and
perseverance.

Friends Disappear by Mary Barr
Old but important in the library is the tale
of our own city of Evanston and its efforts
to achieve desegregation of the schools in
the
1960s. It is told by Mary Barr who was a
student in the Evanston school system
during the era. She tells the story from her
own personal memories and also as a
sociologist studying and revealing what
happened here.

Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom
by David W. Blight The new biography of

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seminary-for-a-day-building-religious-communities-to-save-democracy-tickets-58581376474


this American hero is reviewed by Henry
Louis Gates as “….a monumental
achievement, a must read for anyone
charting the history of a democracy when it
is most severely under attack.”

Check them out!

Annual MidAmerica Regional Assembly

April 5 thru 7 @ Marriott St. Louis, MO

The annual MidAmerica regional assembly will be April 5-7 at the Marriott St. Louis
airport. UCE is entitled to 9 delegates. We still have several vacancies. The topic is
"Intersectionalities" and the keynote speaker is UUA president Susan Frederick-
Gray. There are 5 trains a day and the light rail connects the Amtrak station to the
airport. Room rates start at $105/night. Registration fee is $210, with a $25 discount if
you register by February 28. Please see http://www.uua.org/midamerica/ra for more
information. Please also let Lee Bannor, Shirley Adams, or Linda LaPlante know if you're
considering attending.

​Pathways to Membership at UCE

Newcomers Orientation: Are you new to the
Unitarian Church of Evanston, or still feeling
new? Meet with Rev. Greg in his study after
Sunday services to learn more about this church
and Unitarian Universalism. Offered on the first
Sunday of every month. Bring the kids,
too! Offered at 10:00 a.m. and at Noon.
 
Introduction to Unitarian
Universalism: Want to know more? This
introduction takes an in-depth look at our
progressive faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources, and
covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen quarterly; the next class meets April 14, 12:30 p.m.
Childcare available upon request.
 
Journey Toward Membership: Wait! There’s more! The Journey includes the
exploration of our spiritual lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional
community like the Unitarian Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; will meet two
Tuesday evenings, April 9th and 16th from 7-8:30 pm. You can take this before or after
you sign the book. Childcare available upon request.
 
Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the
world? Meet with Rev. Greg in his study after Sunday services to sign our historic
membership book. Offered on the third Sunday of every month at 10:00 a.m. and Noon.  
 
The next New Member Covenant Sunday, when we welcome new members in the
worship service, is TBD.

Schedule for
Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Schedule for
Rev. Gregory Stewart

http://www.uua.org/midamerica/ra


Rev. Eileen Wiviott office hours,
Sunday: By Appt. Only

Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Wednesday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursday: 10AM - 5 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only

Please contact Rev. Eileen via email
at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

Rev. Gregory Stewart office hours,
Sunday: By Appt. Only

Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 9 AM - 4 PM

Wednesday: 9 AM - 4 PM
Thursday: 9AM - 4 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only
Please contact Rev. Gregory via

email at gstewart@ucevanston.org

UCE Community News

Yoga at UCE - Wednesdays @ 9:30am - Rm. 2

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative yoga. If
you never have done yoga before, this is your opportunity. Drop
in, wear comfortable clothing for stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community yoga mats provided if needed.

UCE Food With Spirit Group

​Do you have a longstanding and complicated relationship with
food? The UCE Food with Spirit group meets to discuss our
relationship with food, nutrition and health. Join us on the first and
third Thursdays at 5:30pm at UCE. All are welcome. For more info,
contact Peggy Boccard or Julia Takarada or Shirley Adams.

Our Giving House - March

In March we will be collecting Rain Ponchos
​ for Connections for the Homeless. As always, your
generosity is appreciated! Thank you, as always for
your generosity. Questions? Please contact Betty
Walker at 847-328-6332 or blw35@comcast.net.

Click here to access 2018-19
Giving House Calendar.

Worship Service Flowers & Chalice Lighting

Brighten our worship service with flowers and chalice lighting. Mark a
special occasion or honor a loved one. Bring flowers for our chancel and

tend the chalice flame in our worship services. 
Contact the UCE office at tdeville@ucevanston.org with the date you'd like

to bring flowers and dedication words for the order of service. 
Click here for sign-up

mailto:ewiviott@ucevanston.org
mailto:gstewart@ucevanston.org
mailto:pegboc@ameritech.net
mailto:jtakarada@gmail.com
mailto:shirley@comeoutdancing.com
mailto:blw35@comcast.net
https://ucevanston.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Giving-House-2018.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1r2SwwewMLuUXxQ1Q0oyiiZ3lSZEul2yFTo8dDdRdSrA/edit


Opportunities For Spiritual Practice

Tuesdays at 6:30pm Rm. 2
​(1st timers, 6) Zen Meditation with Udumbara

 
Wednesdays at 9:30am Rm. 2 

Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto
 

Thursdays at 5:30pm Rm.2.
Buddhist meditation with

​Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month
Art & Spirituality Space

Things to Know About Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information
about our community!

Board Of Trustees

The Board of Trustees meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month. Our next meeting will
be on March 21, 2019.

UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?  

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to
each other. If you have an event you want members to know about,
or have a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the

newsletter and order of service, you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links
above or search for the groups by name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons Facebook
UCE Member to Member
Facebook Group

UCE Children and Youth
Religious Education
Facebook Group

UCE Social Action
Facebook Group
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