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I highly recommend White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism 
by Robin DiAngelo. DiAngelo calls on white people to awaken to what they have been too 
sensitive to hear and to fragile to take in--the benefits and advantages of whiteness at the expense 
of people of color. She urges us to examine what she calls the pillars of whiteness: that only bad 
people are racist, that racism is discrete acts of individuals not a complex, interconnected system, 
and that because whites have an investment in a system that serves them, they deny and are 
defensive about their own racism. 
Jackie Seaman 

 

Despite the Best Intentions: How Racial Inequality Thrives in Good Schools 

An in-depth study with far-reaching consequences, Despite the Best Intentions revolutionizes our 
understanding of both the knotty problem of academic disparities and the larger question of the 
color line in American society. 
Through five years' worth of interviews and data-gathering at Riverview high School, John 
Diamond and Amanda Lewis have created a rich and disturbing portrait of the achievement gap 
that persists more than fifty years after the formal dismantling of segregation.  
Goodreads review 2015 



 

We have some videos of films you may not have seen. Here is one you may want to consider. 

“Dear White People” does not point the way toward a happy, huggy, post-racial future. Nor does 
it prophesy a revolutionary fire next time. And it does not pretend that “race” is a symmetrical 
problem to be solved by acts of reciprocal good will on both sides. This is in part a movie about 
racism, about how deeply white supremacy is still embedded in institutions that congratulate 
themselves on their diversity and tolerance. It is, in other words, about how the distance from a 
place like Winchester to a place like Ferguson, Mo., is not as great as some of us might wish or 
suppose. 
New York Times critics pick. 2014 A.O. Scott review 

 


