Published by the Unitarian Church of Evanston

EVANS [N

UNITARIAN NEWS

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

This Sunday, April 21,2019 at UCE

Worship Services @ 9:15am & 11:00am

Easter For Skeptics: What in the world do Unitarian Universalists do on Easter
Sunday? If you're tired of hearing about crucifixion and resurrection, with its “rise and
shine” theology and its blood and gore carnality, then come worship with us. We’'ll take a
skeptical approach this holy day, and celebrate it as the holiday it has in many ways
become. There will be special music, the annual egg hunt, visits from bunnies, and some
serendipities I'll save for later. This year, we are making a special, concerted effort to
invite our church neighbors to join us. This is a great opportunity to invite your friends
and neighbors too! Service led by Rev. Gregory Stewart. All-Ages service (sanctuary)

The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group Rm 2 @ 9:30am
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants
are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions?
Contact Renee Hoff

Forum Rm 6 @ 9:30am
Topic: Why Religion: A Personal Response—Elaine Pagels’s new memoir Why Religion
presents an excellent guide for ministers, physicians, and others dealing with personal
tragedy. It explains the particular shape of Christianity as well as why religion persists in
a seemingly secular society. Leader: Bruce Kenamore.

Invitation To Membership @ 10am & 12:15pm, Minister's Study
Easter Egg Hunt @ 10am, East Door
Easter Brunch @ 12pm, Rear Sanctuary
Kindness Rocks Geocache Hunt @ 12:30pm, Southeast Lawn
Earth Centered UUs @ 12:30pm, Rm 12
Sine Nomine Covenant Group @ 12:30pm, Rm 2
Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter
@ 12:10pm - 12:30pm
You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter

movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

Mark Your Calendars For the Switch to One Service

Starting Memorial Day weekend, May 26th, we will have one service at 10 a.m. through
our Ingathering service in September.
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Flower Communion and Church Picnic

June 2nd at 10am A&
You don't want to miss it this year!!

Multigenerational Religious Education

Maybe you’ll recall from my newsletter post last month that,
following the February presentation of my report monitoring
lifespan learning under policy governance at UCE, our board
president, Jeanne Kerl, asked me to craft three posts from
that report. This is the second in that series. According to

End 2, as presented in our governance document: in our
multigenerational religious community, we foster intellectual
excitement, lifelong learning, truth seeking, and respect for our
traditions of reason and faith. This is what our congregation
[For More]

Farewell Message for Ministerial Intern

Two Years! It’s already been two years! UCE is so robust that there are
many of you that | have not met face to face and many events | have
not attended. And yet, here we are with my last day written on the
calendar on May 28. Most of my time in May will be focused on
finalizing my committee obligations and then traveling to Boston with
the junior high class as one of the chaperones. | am preaching one
last time on May 5 and this will also be my last Sunday with you.
[For More]

News From The Board

Another Update from Jeanne Kerl

1) The No Agenda meeting was held last weekend. Many folks
asked “why was | picked to participate?” We dreamed up this
event relatively quickly and we’re busy folks—we also knew that
we didn’t want it to get too big (aiming for 25 people). We also
hoped that if the budget allows for it—we fully intend to
continue the effort next fall, and Greg and his Transitions team
will be addressing some of these same issues when they hold
cottage groups or focus during the next 6 months or so. We
invited some staff (not all). We looked at a list of the major groups and asked one leader
from that group to attend. It was hit or miss because not everyone could come at the
appointed time. But it was a wonderful group. We talked about what UCE means to us
and how we knew we found “our people” and why we stay. [For More]

Your Endowment Dollars at Work!

The Endowment Committee received quite a few grant requests and has been able to
approve several great projects! Already this year, Endowment has approved over ten
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grant requests including: [For More]

Seminary for a Day: with Meadyville Lombard

Saturday April 20 @ 8:30am to 2pm - UCE
Last Day to Register April 15th!

We live in a radically uncertain world. How
can we save our democracy in times like BUILDING RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

these? The Unitarian Church of Evanston

is delighted to host a seminary-for-a-day To SAVE n%%ncnncv
program, presented and led by the faculty : 'N;V- n =

of Meadville Lombard Theological School. \
Join us to learn what each of us can do to
best bring our religious values into the
public square and save our

democracy. The keynote speaker will be
Dr. Mike Hogue, Professor of Theology,
Ethics, and Philosophy of Religion. He will
speak from his book American Immanence:

Democracy for an Uncertain World (see Bk these o st lene fom th acultyof Meadvil Lombard, the ey
his introduction of the book here). Rev. S i i AMAC e e St e e
Dr. Pamela Lightsey, Vice President of S—

Academic and Student Affairs, and Rev. Saturday, April 20, 2019

Dr. Lee Barker, President, will offer their 8:30 a.m. t0 2:00 p.m.

reflections. They will lead small group St e oo oo

conversations and a panel discussion. All seminary-day-evanstan.eventbrite.com

are welcome. Advance registration is MEADVILLE

Unitar f Evan: ] LOMBARD

required by April 15th. Limited seating:
register now!

OUR ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE IS ABOUT A MONTH WAY!

Clothing hildren's it

Donate your treasures and saleable items of all e st g
sorts. ASK YOUR FRIENDS. We have gotten wonderful
9 rummage

things in the past from non-church members - just ask
and remind them to shop at the sale. Bring donations
Sunday, April 28 from 2 to 8 p.m., Monday, April 29 or
Tuesday, April 30 from 9 a.m.to 8 p.m. NO donations can
be accepted after Tuesday evening.

Unitarian Church

Wear “grubby clothes” to church on Sunday, April 28 so oF Evanston

you can help set up for the sale. We need to move a little e
furniture, stack the chairs we have been sitting on and set Bus No. 201 - Free Parking

up many tables to accept donations. The plan is to be Friday, May3 9 am-4pm
ready to receive donations by 2 p.m. Sunday afternoon. Saturday, May 4 9 am - Noon
[For More]

Rummage Sale Donation Instructions

Click here to access volunteer sign-up

Do you have a task around your home or yard that you need help with? Our Boston
Bound Youth would like to help!
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As a fundraiser for our Boston trip, our youth are available for hire to help with
household tasks. Whether it be cleaning, moving things, sorting or packing for the
Rummage Sale, yard work, or painting, we are available and ready to help. Teams of 2
youth and an adult are available for $50/hour. You can hire a small group for just a few
hours and get many tasks completed. Just contact Alice Swan (aeswan@yahoo.com,
612-202-3985) or Carolyn Toporek (careustis@yahoo.com, 773-814-9353) to let us
know what type of task you need help with, and an estimate of the time it will take. We
can then get a crew together and schedule a time for us to help out. And thanks for
supporting Boston Bound!

Adult Religious Education

Tuesday Night Series

Blueprint for Bronzeville
Tuesda ril23 @ 7pm, Rm 3
A 40-minute educational documentary film about a group of citizens on Chicago’s south
side working to ensure affordable homeownership in their historic neighborhood. The film
was co-produced by UCE’s own Tristan Hanson, who will be present to discuss her work.

Adult Religious Education Continues through June
See the full descriptions here: https://ucevanston.org/religious-education-adults/

Upcoming Forum Topics

April 28 Topic: Ready for the Beach?—Skin protection starts with our own natural
melanin, but when its protection is inadequate, chemical sunscreens can make up for this
deficit to further protect our skin. What are the effects of sunscreens on our health and
the environment?

Retired (But Never Retiring!) Women's Potluck,

Tuesday April 23 @ 5pm - Back of Sanctuary

Join us for Potluck in the back of the sanctuary, followed by a very lively discussion! This
month we will be "learning" more about each other in a fun way! We will discover
something about each other that might be surprising, unusual, or just plain funny! In our
increasingly trying world, it will be lovely to just enjoy our lives together! All women in this
category are very welcome! For more information please contact Margie Rogasner.

This week’s volunteer spotlight is on Dan Solomon

leads the process of developing Adult RE courses, and recruiting

and supporting facilitators to lead them, for our Tuesday Night Adult

Religious Education series. Though he self-effacingly styles himself o f
the group’s secretary, he truly functions as chair. This is a big, &
year-long job requiring a steady hand, and we are grateful for

Dan’s leadership. Dan also serves on the Lifespan Learning & you/
Council, and he and his wife, Lisa, have recently led our Learning

Seder event, helping our congregation to learn and understand

more about Passover and Easter in a way that honors both our

Judeo-Christian and our Humanist sources. Thank you, Dan, for your

thoughtful approaches.

Our staff this month salutes Dan Solomon, who diligently and ably ts
quu o
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Raising Voices in Song for Earth Day 2019 -

Monday, April 22 @ 7pm, Sanctuary

Join us for a community music event - "Raising Voices in Song for Earth Day 2019" - on
Monday, April 22 from 7-9 pm. It will be a joyful affirmation of our precious earth, and will
include songs, instrumental music, poetry, and a square dance! Program emcees will be
middle school students in our RE program! Free and open to the public! For more
information, contact Kristin Lems, kristinsong@yahoo.com

REAL Movie Night
Tuesday, April 23 @ 7pm,Rm 3

Blueprint for Bronzeville
This concise and illuminating documentary recounts the fight to maintain affordable
housing in the historic neighborhood of Bronzeville, during the time of Chicago's ill-fated
bid to host the 2016 Olympics. Focused on the efforts of local grassroots activists, the
film also dives into the history of the Great Migration, the rise of CHA housing, and the
destructive policies that have left thousands of empty lots in this historic neighborhood.
documentary, 42 min. Directors Tristan Hanson and Arlen Parsa.

"Blueprint for Bronzeville “captures the struggle for social justice as a process in real
time... A splendid documentary.”
-- Rick Perlstein, historian

Raising Awareness in Memory Loss Research

April 24 @ 7pm, Sanctuary

Hosted by UCE and sponsored by the Retired Women’s Group, the Cancer Support
Group, the Caregivers Group, and the Pastoral Associates. Memory loss is

significantly affecting our growing aging population and there have been many advances
in research which provide hope for a cure or a prevention. Most people are not aware of
these. Without participation of today's older adults in research, we will never find a cure
or prevention for Alzheimer's disease. This presentation, provided by Steve Satek of
Great Lake Clinical Trials, provides background on recent advances in research and
technology that are providing hope in this area.

RSVP to aholst@greatlakesclinicaltrials.com or by calling 773-275-3500.

Save The Date! Interim Ministry NEW(er) Members

Sunday, April 28 @ 12:15pm, Minister's Study

If you have joined the membership of UCE within the last three years, then this meeting is
just for you. Rev. Greg would like to meet with a group of you to share your thoughts
about the present and future of UCE. We'll also discuss your first days at UCE, and
where you are now with respect to congregational life. Your input is important!
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Non-Fiction Book Group, Sunday May 5 @12:30pm, Rm 13

We will discuss The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our
Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein. The author
documents how federal, state, and local governments deliberately
imposed racial segregation on metropolitan areas across the nation
during the 20th century. Blacks were denied the opportunity to live in
neighborhoods with jobs, good schools, and upward mobility and law
enforcement sometimes supported violent resistance to African
Americans in white neighborhoods.

Copies of this book are available at the Book H and on the REAL
book cart, as well as at public libraries and book stores.

Everyone is welcome to join us!

Non-Fiction Book Group, Sunday May 5 @12:30pm, Rm 13

Our interim senior minister returns to Curt’'s Café, 1813 Dempster Street, Evanston, from
10:00am to 11:00am. You are invited to join him any Thursday morning. You set the
agenda for informal conversations about issues that concern us. Rev. Greg will listen
mostly, and then respond if and when words are necessary. All are always welcome!

UCE Prison Ministry: Pen Pal Training,

Sunday May 5th @ 12:30pm - Rm 12

The UCE Prison Ministry Team is a growing group at UCE. It functions as the link
between the UU Prison Ministry of lllinois (UUPMI) and activities by UCE members in
carrying out prison ministry. UCE members are involved in the pen pal program,
advocacy for legislative change, Solidarity Circles, and in-prison ministry.

One way to get involved in prison ministry is to be a pen pal with someone who is
currently incarcerated. There is a pen pal training on May 5, 2019, @ 12:30 pm, Rm
12 at UCE. Please join us.

Another way to get involved is to be part of a Solidarity Circle. Something like a covenant
group, a Circle is an intentional community designed to foster learning and growth. It is
also intended for the members to travel in solidarity with an individual re-integrating into
society after being released from prison or jail. UCE currently has two Circles. Our
ministerial intern Susan Frances has been working with UUPMI, www.uupmi.org, to
formalize the process for creating and facilitating the Solidarity Circles so that they can
be successfully replicated in other congregations. Finally, you could get involved with in-
prison ministry, which uses a talking circle format to discuss topics related to the UU
Principles.

If you are interested in attending the pen pal training or about other prison ministry
opportunities, please email Susan Frances, sfrances@ucevanston.org, or speak with
one of the members of the UCE Prison Ministry Team: Becky Goldberg, Dale Griffin, Judy
LeFevour and Steve Serikaku.

Now at The REAL Lending Library
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I highly recommend White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People W H iT F
to Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo. DiAngelo calls on white LARL -

people to awaken to what they have been too sensitive to hear and to FRAGILITY
fragile to take in--the benefits and advantages of whiteness at the
WHY IT'S SO HARD

expense of people of color. [For More] g B

TALK ABOUT RACISM
RU,B!N DIANGELQ

eworo 8y MICHAEL ERIC DYSON

Chicago Area UU Council (CAUUC) presents:
Working Together to Be Welcoming to All
Saturday, May 18, 9am to 2:30 - Countryside Church UU

Chicago Area UU Council (CAUUC) presents:
Working Together to Be Welcoming to All

Saturday, May 18
from 9:30 to 2:30

Countryside Church UU
1025 N Smith St
Palatine, IL 60067

For more info and to register:
uuchicagoarea.org/workshop

Please register to attend the CAUUC spring conference for the “Working Together to Be
Welcoming to All” panel and workshop

Note: The event has been moved to Countryside Church UU in Palatine due to an
unanticipated roof maintenance issues at the Unity Temple Community Center.

The CAUUC Spring Conference: “Working Together to Be Welcoming to All” will be held
on May 18, 9:30am-2:30pm. The conference is conducted in collaboration with UU Action
Network of lllinois (UUANI), UU Prison Ministry of lllinois, and Youth and Young Adults
(YaYA) Justice. The conference will be followed by the CAUUC Annual Meeting from
2:30pm-3:30pm.

Keynote presentation: Beloved Community is a Verb by Rev. Kellie Kelly.

Event Panelists:
Rev. Kellie Kelly

Monica Cosby
Christe Lunsford

Elise Miedlar

Leo Monroy
Frankie Tilbrook

Networking session with Chicago area UUs to build relationships and encourage
collaboration because we can get more done as a collective of Chicago area UUs.

For more information and to register: http://uuchicagoarea.org/workshop/
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Hands-on Habitat Restoration

Saturday, May 18 - 8:45am to Noon

Harms Woods Forest Preserve

It's that time again! Come join others with
the Evanston Interreligious Sustainability
Circle to participate in Sowing Seeds of
Care — Harms Woods Restoration on
B apE Saturday May 18 from 8:45am to

ands-on Habitat Restoration with the .
Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle 1200pm Contact Susan_ ComStOFk
1 SATURDAY, MAY 18,2019 + 8:45 AM = [2:00 PM * (susan.l.comstock@gmail.com) with any
{Opening spiritual reading at 8:45 AM) q u e St|0 n S .

Harms Woods Forest Preserve

Meet at the Forest Preserve parking lot on the west side of Harms Road,
just south of Glenview Road. Come dressed for the woods.

-~ ~ D

n at
Susan. L.Comstock@gmail.com

or 847-807-9760

We'd like to know how many people are
coming. But, most important, just come!

Action in Honor of Earth Day

This Sunday, as part of Earth Day, we are teaming up with UUANI to sign petitions urging
our legislators and governor to support clean energy in lllinois. Specifically, we are
asking to support the Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA). There are four pillar of CEJA,
including:

1. Achieving a carbon-free power-sector by 2030

2. Putting lllinois on a path to 100% renewable energy by 2050

3. Reducing the equivalent of 1 million gasoline and diesel-powered vehicles from the
road

4. Promoting Jobs and Economic Opportunity (An important Social Justice component)

You can read more about CEJA by following this link. Contact John Bartok
(jbartok@comcast.net) for more details or how to participate if you won’t be in worship
this Sunday.

Join UUANI, Faith in Place, Sierra Club, lllinois Environmental Council and others in
advocating for environmental justice at the Capitol in Springfield on Thursday, May
9. Register here for details! Use code “FREEBUS2019” for free bus transit. For more
information, contact Dale Griffin (dalegriffin@comast.net).

It's that time again! Come join others with the Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle
to participate in Sowing Seeds of Care — Harms Woods Restoration on Saturday May 18
from 8:45am to 12:00pm. Contact Susan Comstock (susan.l.comstock@gmail.com) with
any questions.

Join the UCE Team in the Race Against Hate on Sunday, June 16
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UPDATE: If you plan to sign up and join our team, you can use this link:
https://www.ywca-ens.org/rah/

Click “join team” and search for the “UCE Real Team 2019.”Or use this link, which should
get you directly there. http://events.ywcae-ns.org/site/ TR/Events/General?
team_id=1453&pg=team&fr_id=1090

Some run, some walk, some roll! However you roll, please be a part of our Race Against
Hate by joining the UCE REAL Team 2019. If you can’t be with us in the Race, but want
to join in spirit, support the team through your donation. http://events.ywcae-
ns.org/site/TR?pg=pfind&fr_id=1090&fr_search_type=team

Why should you join us? Because 20 years ago, Ricky Byrdsong was murdered by a
self-proclaimed white supremacist. Byrdsong was a Skokie resident and the first African-
American coach of the Northwestern University men’s basketball team. He was also the
father of 3 young children, 2 of whom were with him near their home when he was shot.

The man who shot Byrdsong also shot 5 other people of color in Indiana and lllinois, as
well as 6 Orthodox Jews in Rogers Park. Byrdsong’s wife of 20 years, Sherialyn,
established a foundation which has collaborated with the YWCA Evanston/North Shore to
turn Byrdsong’s tragedy into a victory over hate. Each year on Father’s Day, Sherialyn
kicks off the Race Against Hate, which she is proud unites thousands of people of
different racial, religious and ethnic backgrounds to celebrate diversity, promote
reconciliation and declare that racism is not welcome or tolerated ANYWHERE in
America. This will be the 20th Race Against Hate, and UCE will again be a part of it.

We are the UCE REAL Team 2019.

Pathways to Membership at UCE

Newcomers Orientation: Are you new to the
Unitarian Church of Evanston, or still feeling
new? Meet with Rev. Greg in his study after
Sunday services to learn more about this church
and Unitarian Universalism. Offered on the first
Sunday of every month. Bring the Kids,
too! Offered at 10:00 a.m. and at Noon.

Introduction to Unitarian
Universalism: Want to know more? This
introduction takes an in-depth look at our
progressive faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources, and
covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen quarterly; the next meeting time is to be determined.
Childcare available upon request. Future date June 9th

Journey Toward Membership: Wait! There’s more! The Journey includes the
exploration of our spiritual lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional
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community like the Unitarian Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; ext meeting time to
be determined. You can take this before or after you sign the book. Childcare available
upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the
world? Meet with Rev. Greg in his study after Sunday services to sign our historic
membership book. Offered on the third Sunday of every month at 10:00 a.m. and Noon.

The next New Member Covenant Sunday, when we welcome new members in the
worship service, will be April 281" at the 11 a.m. service.

Schedule for Schedule for
Rev. Eileen Wiviott Rev. Gregory Stewart
Rev. Eileen Wiviott office hours, Rev. Gregory Stewart office hours,
Sunday: By Appt. Only Sunday: By Appt. Only
Monday: Sacred Day Off Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM Tuesday: 9 AM - 4 PM
Wednesday: 10 AM- 5 PM Wednesday: 9 AM - 4 PM
Thursday: 10AM - 5 PM Thursday: 9AM - 4 PM
Friday: Writing Day (Offsite) Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only Saturday: By Appointment Only
Please contact Rev. Eileen via email Please contact Rev. Gregory via
at ewiviott@ucevanston.org email at gstewart@ucevanston.org

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative yoga. If
you never have done yoga before, this is your opportunity. Drop
in, wear comfortable clothing for stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community yoga mats provided if needed.

UCE Food With Spirit Group

Do you have a longstanding and complicated relationship with
food? The UCE Food with Spirit group meets to discuss our

relationship with food, nutrition and health. Join us on the first and
third Thursdays at 5:30pm at UCE. All are welcome. For more info,
contact Peggy Boccard or Julia Takarada or Shirley Adams.

Cleaning supplies: Toilet bowl cleaner,
cleaner with bleach, all-purpose cleaner,
laundry soap pods, sponges
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Receiving Organization: Refugee RoundTable

Click here to access 2018-19
Giving House Calendar.

Brighten our worship service with flowers and chalice lighting. Mark a ® W
special occasion or honor a loved one. Bring flowers for our chancel and X h [
tend the chalice flame in our worship services. N\ /I
Contact the UCE office at tdeville@ucevanston.org with the date you'd like 4
to bring flowers and dedication words for the order of service.

Click here for sign-up

Tuesdays at 6:30pm Rm. 2
(1st timers, 6) Zen Meditation with Udumbara

Wednesdays at 9:30am Rm. 2
Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto

Thursdays at 5:30pm Rm.2.
Buddhist meditation with
Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month
Art & Spirituality Space

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information
about our community!

The Board of Trustees meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month. Our next meeting will
be on May 15, 2019 (Held on Wednesday in May).

UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to
each other. If you have an event you want members to know about,
or have a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the
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newsletter and order of service, you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links
above or search for the groups by name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

UCE Member to Member

Listen to Sermons Facebook Facebook Group
UCE Children and Youth UCE Social Action
Religious Education Facebook Group

Facebook Group



http://www.ucevanston.org/
http://ucevanston.org/church-calendar/
http://ucevanston.org/about-sunday-schedule/
http://ucevanston.org/sermons/
https://www.facebook.com/Unitarian-Church-of-Evanston-340225191437/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ucemembertomember/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/520586461667097/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/325912360825550/

