Action Alert: Please call your IL state representative in support of The Private Detention Facility
Moratorium Act (HB 2040).

For-profit prison companies have been trying to build civil immigration detention centers in lllinois since 2011.
These companies have a track record of abusive and dangerous conditions, in some cases leading to deaths
in custody. Moreover, these facilities are unnecessary, given that alternatives to detention are safer, more
humane, and cost-effective.

lllinois has already banned the use of private prisons. The Private Detention Facility Moratorium Act (HB 2040)
would likewise ban the use of private immigration detention facilities.

Call your IL state representative today (find your representative by zip code)

Script: Hello, my name is and I'm calling to urge Rep. to vote yes on HB 2040, the Private
Detention Facility Moratorium Act. Has Rep. decided to support the bill?

(if YES) Thank you for your support!

(if NO) Can you tell me why the representative objects to this legislation?

(if not sure) | hope the representative will support us. This bill would reduce family separation, save taxpayer
money, maintain safety in the community, and uphold the basic public policy of the state opposing private
prisons. Thank you for your consideration.

Private Detention Facility Moratorium Act
(HB 2040 — Cassidy)

HB 2040 would bar state and local governments from contracting with private
prison companies to run any kind of detention center in lllinois

For-profit prison companies have been trying to build civil immigration detention centers in lllinois
since 2011, despite our state’s existing ban on privatized criminal facilities. These companies make
their profits from mass incarceration, primarily of immigrants and communities of color. Their
business model involves maximizing their profit by keeping their facilities full while minimizing their
expenses by cutting corners. They pursue their profit- maximizing goals without any public safety
rationale and even though better, more humane alternatives to detention are available. Driven by
their bottom line, private prison companies have left a long trail of human suffering:

» dangerous conditions and abuse for those in detention

* insufficient medical and mental health care, food service, and other resources, in some
cases leading to deaths in custody

* detainees forced to work for pennies per hour

« communities buckling under the weight of prison personnel forced to endure low


https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative

wages, low morale, and the crippling stress of working in a prison environment

» host communities abandoned when facilities fail to fill up and otherwise fail to
generate the jobs and economic benefits they promise

* lack of accountability and effective oversight.

The Private Detention Facility Moratorium Act (HB 2040) would:

* bar state and local government agencies from contracting with private companies to operate

facilities to detain anyone in government custody, including federal, state, or local criminal or
civil custody

* bar state and local government agencies from giving payments to or receiving payments from
any private prison operators related to any such facilities

« extend the current moratorium on privatized prisons to civil immigration detention, closing the
loophole for immigration, juvenile, mental health, and other civil detention.

Nobody should profit from human misery--support HB 2040

For additional information, please contact: Fred Tsao, lllinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee
Rights, 312-332-7360 x213, ftsao@icirr.org Mark Fleming, National Immigrant Justice Center,

312-660-1370, mfleming@heartlandalliance.org
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