
A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

This Sunday, June 2, 2019 at UCE

Worship Service @10:00am
Our Annual Flower Communion is a celebration of the beauty and vibrancy of our
beloved community. Each of us contributes our own gifts to the altar, as symbolized by
the flowers you bring, and the splendor is expanded by our sharing. We will learn about
and enact this cherished Unitarian Universalist ritual, we will marvel at how our Ends
statements are being realized and wonder how we might more fully live our mission in the
coming year. This is a service for all ages, though there will be child care for nursery
through pre-K available and an activity for children in the lower level. Following the
service, is our annual church picnic (see below for details). Please remember to bring
your flowers!

   The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group Rm 2 @ 9:00am
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants

are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions?
Contact Renee Hoff

Nursery Care and Children's Activity @ 10am, Downstairs Rm 5

Capital Campaign Kickoff @ 11am, Sanctuary

Old Town School @ 11am, Rm 3

Herried Covenant Group @ 11:30am, Rm 2

Picnic @ 11:30am, South Lawn

Earth Centered Spirituality @ 5pm, Rm 6

Immigrant Solidarity Team: Oscar Chacon @ 5pm, Rm 3

​Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter @ 11:10am- 11:30am 
You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

Annual Flower Communion and Church Picnic, June 2nd

http://www.ucevanston.org/
mailto:rdhoff99@yahoo.com


Right after the 10:00 a.m. service, the adults will stay in the sanctuary for important
updates about the 2019 Capital Campaign. Meanwhile, in Room 3, The Old Town School
of Folk Music will provide entertainment for kids.

Afterwards we’ll gather for a barbecue provided by the Capital Campaign Committee and
our ministers. That’s right! We’ll do all the cooking so you don’t have to. Hecky’s will be
providing our side dishes. Relax and enjoy our official kick-off for summer at UCE, or join
in the games and activities for all ages.

Please RSVP by May 26. If you have any questions, Jessica Tomell-Presto will be happy
to help. You can reach her with a message via the Evite you received or by email
at prestomgk@comcast.net. If you have not received an emailed Evite invitation for the
picnic, please contact Jessica. See you June 2!

**"We are updating the Membership Directory soon; Melanie Kitchner will be available at
the June 2nd Church picnic to take photographs of individuals and families."

June 2nd: Wear a Hat!

To add to our festivities of our Annual Picnic and the Capital Campaign kick-off on June
2nd, let’s all wear a hat! Any kind of hat: small, large, festive, formal, crazy or elegant.
Festoon your head with whatever decoration you want. If you don’t have a hat (or forget
to bring it) we’ll have some hats available for you to borrow for the day.
Also, if you have some hats to share, please let Janelle Brittain know at
JanelleBri@aol.com

The Migrant Surge: What's Behind It?
Sunday, June 2 @ 5pm, Rm 3

What impact will President Trump’s move to end foreign aid to
the Northern Triangle (Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador) have
on migrating families? What are the likely effects of closing the
US-Mexico border?
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Oscar Chacon, co-founder and executive director of Alianza
Americas, addresses these questions and more. An immigrant
from El Salvador, Oscar has been an organizer, leader, and a
spokesperson domestically and internationally for over 30 years
for issues affecting Latin American immigrant
communities.

Important Message From the Board of Trustees

In case you haven't seen this important news about UCE, please read this:

Dear UCE Members and Friends:

By now you will have seen Rev. Greg Stewart's announcement about his resignation. I
am writing to let you know that the Board is very grateful for all of Greg's work for our
community. Greg is a good listener and he has provided us with many insights about our
congregation's strengths and weaknesses. He has met with us and helped us reflect on
ourselves--through exercises like the Scrapbook and the Decades service. We wish
Greg the very best as he and Stillman move on to their next step. We will celebrate his
many gifts to us at the service on June 9th-which will be his last at UCE. [For More]

Green Team Meeting, Sunday June 9 @ 11:30am, Rm 12

We will continue our work on composting, our building’s energy usage, and political
action. Please join us. 

Accepting Shared Offering Nominations 2019-2020

One of the most important avenues for carrying out UCE’s social justice mission is
through the selection of organizations with whom we share half the proceeds of the
offering plate.  The amount projected for giving to these organizations in the 2019-20
budget is $18,500. The amount any of the 14 organizations selected to share our
offering plate may vary depending on the month and vagaries of donations to the
plate. But it will be a significant donation for many organizations. 

The Social Justice Council (SJC), which is made up of the different Social Justice Teams
in our church, and staffed by our Acting Senior Minister Eileen Wiviott, is tasked with
selecting recipient organizations for our Share the Plate program. This next fiscal year
the SJC will follow the procedure initiated last year for selecting organizations to better
reflect our values and mission.  The organizations do not need to be ones UCE members
work with or volunteer at; nor need they be based in Evanston or the Chicago
metropolitan area. There will be no single criteria for inclusion other than that they are
501(c)(3) organizations (or have a fiscal agent) and have a social justice
mission. Instead, we will look for whether they meet at least 3 criteria from among the 14
that we have agreed are important, not all of which criteria would be true of any one
organization.  To see more information about the Shared Plate Selection Process and to
access a nomination form,
Click Here.

We encourage you to nominate between 1 and 3 organizations that you respect
and that could benefit from our Share the Plate program Nominations must be

submitted by July 31, 2019. 

https://ucevanston.org/important-message-from-the-board-of-trustees/
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Capital Campaign

   After a detailed feasibility study conducted last year, UCE’s Board of Trustees voted to
begin a Capital Campaign. The feasibility study determined that a number of projects
were necessary for the health of our building and the growth of our congregation and the
social justice work we do. The last Capital Campaign completed at UCE was over ten
years ago. Since then, projects like the roof, renovating the kitchen, repairing the
parking lot and other projects have become necessary. The feasibility study also showed
large scale support of these projects by our congregation.
           Within the last few months, a Capital Campaign Committee has been formed and
they have already begun the exciting work of the campaign. The first phase of the
campaign has started; visiting captains have been recruited and visits to member
households have begun. On Sunday, June 2nd, UCE will officially kick-off the Campaign.
Please join the Campaign Committee after the service to hear about the progress that’s
been made and hear more details about the projects UCE would like to fund. During this
informational session, The Old Town School of Music will be performing in room 3 and
kids are invited attend that performance. After this session, the Campaign Committee
and the ministers will treat you to a barbecue lunch as well as games, activities, and a
few surprises.
           On June 2nd, you will have the opportunity to hear more about the campaign and
ask questions. If you haven’t already had a visit from one of the captains, someone will
be calling to schedule a visit with you sometime between now and October. You will also
be receiving a letter in the mail. The Board of Trustees wishes to recognize and thank
those working on the campaign, those who already have generously contributed, and
those who plan to contribute to the campaign. This campaign is about building an
abundant future for UCE, a future for justice, for growth, and for everyone. May you give
generously and may what you give bring you joy.

Hats Off to Meredith Haydon

This week our hats are off to Meredith Haydon, who is behind the
scenes of almost every event at UCE, organizing and lending a
hand. She is a reliable, non-anxious presence, working with staff and
volunteers with respect and collaboration. Liz Kennedy says she
doesn’t just tell you what to do, she asks for input, anticipates needs
and pitches in to make sure whatever needs to be done is done well.
Meredith is a deeply caring person who is attentive to others in too
many ways to name. Thank you Meredith for being you.

Auction Party Spots Still Available

Come join us for the annual Girls' Night Out party at Jenny Walsh's home. It's a lovely
Friday evening with delicious dinner, delightful selection of desserts, wonderful wine, and
convivial conversation. 40 people maximum. Don't miss this UCE women's tradition - but
you don't have to be a girl to party! Hosted by Jenny Walsh, Martha Holman, Maggie
Wilson, Sarah Vanderwicken, and Susan Atkins. CONTACT JENNY WALSH,
jmw99free@gmail.com

UCE's Five Ends Statement

Please take a moment to read the church Ends Statement, listed below, and think about
how your worship, social justice and membership activities in the past few months have
related to our goals. What sorts of activities have been most meaningful to you? If you
have examples of ways we've moved toward these ends, please send them to

mailto:jmw99free@gmail.com


Rev. Eileen, ewiviott@ucevanston.org.

Who do we want to be in the world?

Spiritually aware Intellectually excited Community builders Diverse in belief Acting for
justice

In our multigenerational religious community:

We cultivate spiritual awareness, joy and wonder through words, music, the arts and the
natural world;

We foster intellectual excitement, lifelong learning, truth seeking, and respect for our
traditions of reason and faith;

We build beloved community through inclusive welcoming, compassion, care,
generosity and forgiveness. We create a supportive place to take risks and grow in

service to others;

We are a people of diverse beliefs united in covenant. We develop relationships that
open us to the lives of people in our congregation, community and world;

We act for peace and for social, economic, and environmental justice through study,
advocacy and outreach.

Now at The REAL Lending Library

​I highly recommend White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People
to Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo. DiAngelo calls on white
people to awaken to what they have been too sensitive to hear and to
fragile to take in--the benefits and advantages of whiteness at the
expense of people of color. [For More]

Off-site General Assembly Experience

Can't make it to Spokane for General Assembly this year? Peggy Boccard is attending
GA from her home by registering as an off-site delegate. The cost is about $125, there
are no travel expenses and you get to participate in all the plenary sessions and can
vote on issues at the same time attendees are voting in Spokane. A list of streamed
events is online at https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site. Technology is making the off-site
experience much richer. There are even some workshops which are being live streamed
for registered delegates. They are listed online. There is a two hour time difference, so
the Ware lecture starts at 9:30pm Friday night and the Sunday Worship begins at
noon.  If you want to be a delegate, contact Jeanne Kerl or Shirley Adams: the board is
voting to approve delegates this month.

Lunch & Learn with UUPrison Ministry of IL & Parole IL,

​Saturday June 1 @ 12:30pm - Third Unitarian Church

mailto:ewiviott@ucevanston.org
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ILLINOIS DOES NOT HAVE A PAROLE SYSTEM. In 1974 A life sentence equaled 20
years in prison and everyone became eligible for parole at some point. By 2018 parole
had long been abolished, sentencing increased time and time again, such that in IL 1 out
of ever 7 people currently in prison will die there if nothing is done.

Join us to LUNCH & LEARN with UUPrison Ministry of IL & Parole IL
June 1, 2019 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
Third Unitarian Church, 301 N Mayfield Ave, Chicago, IL
Register here http://www.uupmi.org/stateville-calling-registration.html  

Stateville Calling: Movie about the work engaged by Bill Ryan long time prison reform
activist. There will be a panel discussion with people directly impacted by this
system. Stop the madness. Learn what can be done to bring sensible and human parole
system to IL. 

REAL Meal Redux, Sunday June 9 @ 6pm,

I'm Soul Hungry - 2043 Howard St.

Last month we had to postpone our REAL Meal at I'm Soul Hungry because of a
threatened snow storm, but we're trying again for Sunday, June 9, same time (6:00 pm)
and place. As we said last month, the menu, as you might imagine, is soul food and
moderately priced. All entrees include two sides, so you'll be well fed. Their Yelp rating is
4 1/2 stars, and there are a number of rave reviews to back it up. This is a new place,
and we're really looking forward to this visit. Please contact Betty Walker,
blw35@comcast.net, by Friday, May 30th, if you'd like to join us.

Join the UCE Team in the Race Against Hate on Sunday, June 16

http://www.uupmi.org/stateville-calling-registration.html
mailto:blw35@comcast.net


UPDATE: If you plan to sign up and join our team, you can use this link:

https://www.ywca-ens.org/rah/ 

Click “join team” and search for the “UCE Real Team 2019.”Or use this link, which should
get you directly there. http://events.ywcae-ns.org/site/TR/Events/General?
team_id=1453&pg=team&fr_id=1090 

Some run, some walk, some roll! However you roll, please be a part of our Race Against
Hate by joining the UCE REAL Team 2019. If you can’t be with us in the Race, but want
to join in spirit, support the team through your donation. http://events.ywcae-
ns.org/site/TR?pg=pfind&fr_id=1090&fr_search_type=team 

Why should you join us? Because 20 years ago, Ricky Byrdsong was murdered by a
self-proclaimed white supremacist. Byrdsong was a Skokie resident and the first African-
American coach of the Northwestern University men’s basketball team. He was also the
father of 3 young children, 2 of whom were with him near their home when he was shot. 

The man who shot Byrdsong also shot 5 other people of color in Indiana and Illinois, as
well as 6 Orthodox Jews in Rogers Park. Byrdsong’s wife of 20 years, Sherialyn,
established a foundation which has collaborated with the YWCA Evanston/North Shore to
turn Byrdsong’s tragedy into a victory over hate. Each year on Father’s Day, Sherialyn
kicks off the Race Against Hate, which she is proud unites thousands of people of
different racial, religious and ethnic backgrounds to celebrate diversity, promote
reconciliation and declare that racism is not welcome or tolerated ANYWHERE in
America. This will be the 20th Race Against Hate, and UCE will again be a part of it.

We are the UCE REAL Team 2019.

Calling All High-School Aged Youth:

Join UU College of Social Justice for Activate New Orleans!

https://www.ywca-ens.org/rah/
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The UU College of Social Justice will be hosting a training for high school youth this July
13-20:  Activate New Orleans - Racial Justice and Beloved Community!
 
This one-week training for high school youth offers interactive social justice education
and meaningful hands-on work with local organizations resisting white supremacy and
building a thriving New Orleans. In a program grounded in UU values and practices,
participants of all backgrounds are welcomed to engage issues of race, identity, and
power against the unique backdrop of New Orleans history, culture, and activism. 
 
The program is hosted by the Center for Ethical Living & Social Justice
Renewal.  Generous financial aid that can cover up to 75% of the program fee is
available based on need until funds are spent.
 
Register by May 31st! Youth who attended high school during the 2018-2019 school
year are eligible. Learn more here: https://uucsj.org/activateneworleans/. 

​Pathways to Membership at UCE

Introduction to Unitarian Universalism: 
This introduction takes an in-depth look at our
progressive faith, including Unitarian Universalist
principles, sources, and covenant. Offered by
Rev. Eileen quarterly; the next date is June 9th
at 11:30am - 1pm. Childcare available upon
request.
 
Journey Toward Membership : The Journey
includes the exploration of our spiritual lives and
what it means to be a member of an intentional
community like the Unitarian Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; next meeting date
TBA in August. You can take this before or after you sign the book. Childcare available
upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world?
You are encouraged to let Rev. Eileen know when you are ready to sign the membership
book and submit a pledge.

The next New Member Covenant Sunday, when we welcome new members will be in
the fall.

Schedule for Schedule for

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tJfb_ZdRGYIJW7Bkpb5wkkaBDPmuIC4QZnAe4oQyUficTeTcaZHmiLD2M6yi26WzUrTJXGP5FT18iLEpqDQ0W5Qutk6tImaIhCcCPlKdVIvS--XmGnxGmlAI3PM5QUoGr7xNe59TQE4=&c=ztf9mg4Q2whlUGU5qs1hZOOM9Khl3f_VVRBL903GhFV6ACC9xJ26LA==&ch=EejEll6F4EuSqfLz2Pg5NPhlWTBxNGco5XuGo8B3b3sTww86VxcxTQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tJfb_ZdRGYIJW7Bkpb5wkkaBDPmuIC4QZnAe4oQyUficTeTcaZHmiLD2M6yi26Wz36usKWtLOg0dDuGX6oG0lRq2vOu7_7uxitmSfgJcs_G83vov4bkK_fK2xeQ9yGQRpNs8MHmEMZ8=&c=ztf9mg4Q2whlUGU5qs1hZOOM9Khl3f_VVRBL903GhFV6ACC9xJ26LA==&ch=EejEll6F4EuSqfLz2Pg5NPhlWTBxNGco5XuGo8B3b3sTww86VxcxTQ==
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Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Rev. Eileen Wiviott office hours,
Sunday: By Appt. Only

Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Wednesday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursday: 10AM - 5 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only

Please contact Rev. Eileen via email
at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

Rev. Gregory Stewart

Rev. Gregory Stewart office hours
through June 9th:

Sunday: By Appt. Only
Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 9 AM - 4 PM

Wednesday: 9 AM - 4 PM
Thursday: 9AM - 4 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only
Please contact Rev. Gregory via

email at gstewart@ucevanston.org

UCE Community News

Yoga at UCE - Wednesdays @ 9:30am - Rm. 2

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative yoga. If
you never have done yoga before, this is your opportunity. Drop
in, wear comfortable clothing for stretching, and try it. Yoga is
learned by doing. Community yoga mats provided if needed.

UCE Addictions & Recovery, Thursdays @ 7:15pm, Rm 2

Zen and Alcoholism? 
Zen and Eating Disorders?
Zen and Co-Dependence?

How about The Zen of Recovery?

The Thursday evening Addictions and Recovery group is exploring the book with that
title by Mel Ash. If you are interested and active in a program of recovery from one
addictive issue or other, (or would like to be), we would welcome you. We meet every
Thursday evening, 7:15 – 8:45, and will consider topics brought up in this book for as
long as we find our discussions interesting. 

The books we have looked at so far have provided good topics for discussions for six
months to a year. This is the third book we have explored together, so we’ll probably find
another.

Our Giving House - June

The June Giving House  collection is canned tuna,
chicken & salmon for Connections for the Homeless.

Click here to access 2018-19
Giving House Calendar.

mailto:ewiviott@ucevanston.org
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Worship Service Flowers & Chalice Lighting

Brighten our worship service with flowers and chalice lighting. Mark a
special occasion or honor a loved one. Bring flowers for our chancel and

tend the chalice flame in our worship services. 
Contact the UCE office at tdeville@ucevanston.org with the date you'd like

to bring flowers and dedication words for the order of service. 
Click here for sign-up

Opportunities For Spiritual Practice

Tuesdays at 6:30pm Rm. 2
​(1st timers, 6) Zen Meditation with Udumbara

 
Wednesdays at 9:30am Rm. 2 

Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto
 

Thursdays at 5:30pm Rm.2.
Buddhist meditation with

​Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month
Art & Spirituality Space

Things to Know About Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information
about our community!

Board Of Trustees

Note: Board Meetings will be held on:
May meeting rescheduled for June 3 at 6pm

June meeting rescheduled for June 27th 7pm (because of GA)

UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?  

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to
each other. If you have an event you want members to know about,
or have a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the

newsletter and order of service, you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links
above or search for the groups by name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons Facebook
UCE Member to Member
Facebook Group
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UCE Children and Youth
Religious Education
Facebook Group

UCE Social Action
Facebook Group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/520586461667097/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/325912360825550/

