
A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

This Sunday October 20, 2019

Services will be held at 9:15 am AND 11 am this Sunday

Worship Service @ 9:15 am - Rev. Karen Gustafson
“Do I Belong if I Believe…?” - Unitarian Universalism claims to be a “pluralistic faith
tradition” where people with many and varied beliefs that might guide us to live lives of
principle and integrity. We claim an “open canon” that includes many sources of wisdom
that inform our understanding of the complexities of existence. And yet there are some
folks among us, drawn by our promise of inclusion and tolerance and acceptance, who
have reason to feel that they might not belong if they shared some of the beliefs and
practices that inform their lives. How might such concerns be creating unspoken divides
among us? How might these concerns be limiting the desire for safety of expression and
authentic engagement? What should we tell the new minister?

The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group @ 9:30 am, Rm 2
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants
are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions? Contact Renee Hoff.

Worship Service @ 11 am - Rev. Karen Gustafson
“Do I Belong if I Believe…?” See above.

Town Hall Meeting to Discuss a One Year Extension of the Ministerial Search
There will be a Town Hall meeting in the sanctuary this Sunday, Oct 20 immediately
following the 11:00 am service to discuss the proposed one year extension of the
Ministerial Search. We will be focusing on what the rest of this year and the third interim
year will look like and why. This meeting is also an opportunity to ask questions about the
rationale underlying the decision to extend the search. While the final decision to extend
the Ministerial Search process rests with the Board of Trustees, your input and
involvement in the discussion is important to help ensure we have a solid plan going
forward.

​Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter @ 12:10 pm- 12:30 am 
You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

From Kathy Underwood, Director of Lifespan Religious Education

Last month, I was privileged to spend time with some of
our high school youth at their lock-in. Rev. Eileen joined
us for a taco bar, and led a discussion on how we can
include the youth more in the life of the congregation. At
first, the room was pretty quiet, but once they got
started, they had some wonderful ideas to share! A few
of the outcomes from this conversation were:

They want to be included in worship – this means
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that they will be in the worship service for the first
15-20 minutes like the younger kids, and that they
will be more involved in elements of the worship
service such as lighting the chalice, telling a story
or doing a reading, greeting families, etc.
Connected to this, they want to take ownership of
the Young UU section in the sanctuary. This is an
area in the front and left side of the sanctuary
where the “lily pads” are. They are planning to
make a sign so to make it a bit more visible. They
will also keep an eye on younger kids during
worship, for those parents who would like a little
reprieve.
Several of the youth had fond memories of
chalice circles/children’s chapel in room 3, and so
they have agreed to work with me in bringing that
back a bit later this year....

Click the button below to read more about how to register for Youth Con and get updates
on the Adult Program Team.

Continue Reading

Lifespan Religious Education Updates

This Sunday…
9:15 am Worship – All young people are
welcome to stay in worship. Nursery and
Pre/K/1 are available on the lower level
for those who prefer.
11 am Worship – All young people and
youth are invited to begin in worship (feel
free to sit in the Young UU section in the front-left side), and will be sung out to
their programs around 11:15 am. Nursery and Pre/K/1 are available on the lower
level for those who prefer.
We continue exploring our theme of “Belonging” this month in religious education.
This week, we will be looking at “Belonging and Not Belonging” – knowing what it
feels like to belong and when we don’t belong, and having the courage to leave
when we need to.

We just need a few more helpers!
Be a helper in the Preschool/K/1st room.
Help with the Christmas Pageant - yes, that’s coming up sooner than you think!
Help plan a social action event during the year.

If any of these opportunities spark your inner light, email Kathy at
kunderwood@ucevanston.org

If you haven’t registered for RE yet, click the button below!

Register for RE Today!

The Refugee Crisis at our Border Part 1

Dear Beloved Community,
 
I returned last night from the border and I have a lot to process and share with you all. I
will be writing and compiling photos in a blog post soon and there will be a presentation
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at Unity Temple in Oak Park on Monday, October 28th at 6:30 where some of us from the
trip will share about the experience. I encourage you to attend if you are able. I did want
to report back to you about a way to contribute if you’d like. We found that it was hard to
determine how best to get supplies to people in an efficient or equitable way. We ended
up finding individuals with particular needs to bring some supplies to. We met, for
example, a single mother, who had 5 children under the age of seven. They did not have
diapers, formula, or blankets so we bought them those things. 
 
What we did discover, however, is a volunteer organization on the ground, called Team
Brownsville, which is truly incredible. It started as two guys, Sergio and Tucker, who we
met and talked with. They bring meals every single day, twice a day rain or shine. It
started as 25-30 meals and they are currently up to 1000-1200 meals - twice a day,
every day. We met refugees who confirmed that these meals are life saving - the only
food they get. They are also bringing tents, a few at a time, and are working on a project
to build showers (there are none), washing facilities, and a water treatment facility. 

Continue Reading

Message from the UCE Board President:

If you have a question or a suggestion for the UCE Board of Trustees, it's easy to
connect. Just email us at BOT@ucevanston.org. Someone from the board will respond!

All are welcome!

Transgender Inclusion in Congregations - Starts Nov 5

Transgender Inclusion in Congregations is a 6-part series
created by the Transforming Hearts Collective and offered at
UCE by Rev. Eileen and Christine Peters. This course is for
anyone who wants to take their knowledge and skills to the
next level in terms of gender diversity and trans identity and
learn how to create congregations that are fully inclusive and
actively affirming. Over six sessions we will deeply explore the
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intersection of trans identity, spirituality and faith community in
order to gain grounding, context and skills to transform
ourselves and our congregation. The course meets people
where they are and will move us toward welcoming,
relationship-building, and skills-building. Each session will
include a webinar video, individual and group reflection, and
discussion on topics ranging from what does Beloved
Community really mean; the ways trans folks have been and
remain marginalized; and ways our congregation can more
fully celebrate and nurture the spirits of all people. Tuesdays
November 5th – December 10th from 7-9pm. We, of course, hope that you will be
able to attend all six sessions but will accept participants for any part of the series.

New Member Reception - Nov 10

If you've joined UCE since June 2018, then you're invited to gather with
other members (new and not-so-new), for a casual get-together on
November 10, 2019. We'll enjoy refreshments and conversation at the
home of one of our members.

​If you haven't received an email invitation, please check your spam
folder OR email Marianne Griebler at mariannegriebler@gmail.com for
details and location. Hope to see you on Nov. 10!

The Serendipity Auction Needs You! 
November 16, 2019

The Serendipity Auction, UCE’s main fundraiser of the year, is fast
approaching: on November 16 at 5:30pm. See all the great items
already donated by clicking here.

Save $5 on your adult dinner and let us know your childcare needs
by reserving before Nov. 16 by clicking here.

Have you thought about what you might donate to the auction? We
have lots of ideas for you – click here to read more or stop by to see us in the back of
the sanctuary after this Sunday’s services. The deadline for getting your donation into
this year’s catalog is Friday, Nov. 1.

We are also looking for volunteers to help at various areas during the evening itself –
please contact Valerie Curtis by clicking here or by stopping by our table in the back of
the sanctuary after the service Sunday. The jobs are easy and fun and usually for only
45 minute shifts.

Thanks for your support, and we’ll see you at the auction!

RSVP for Dinner and Childcare Today!

Planning for What Matters Most:
Living in the Present, Preparing for the Future

The Planning Series will be taking a break until October 23 when we will
start again with a session titled Will there by enough? Financial
planning: budgeting, and retirement savings. That session will be
followed by Geriatric care management: professionals, family helpers,
advocates, alert systems, frailty management on October 30. Even if
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you only want to come to one session, please register and see the
notes, handouts, and other resources on the website: To register go to:
https://ucevanston.org/religious-education-adults/ and clicking on the
yellow “Learn More” button. Brochures about the program are available
at the back of the church or on the bulletin board. Questions: write to
Carol Nielsen at carolnielsen2100@gmail.com. 

Green Team Meeting - Oct 20

Plan to attend our next Green Team meeting on Oct 20th after the
worship service. We have many important updates and leadership
elections to discuss. Questions? Please contact John Bartok
(jbartok@comcast.net). See you there!

Volunteers Needed for Youth CON - Nov 1-3

​UCE is hosting CON Arts November 1-3. We will host about 200
high school youth and their advisors from area churches in
Wisconsin and northern Illinois. If you are looking for a reason
to have hope, we encourage you to spend time with these UU
youth and support this work. Click here to signup.  

Building a Vocal Community: Get Your Tickets Today!

"Building a Vocal Community: The Power of Singing in
the African-American Tradition" is a workshop planned
for October 25-27, 2019. The group will explore from an
African American world view:

The values embedded in the music,
The role of cultural and spiritual traditions and
rituals,
Ways in which leadership emerges and can be
shared by and among community members,
The nature of cultural responses to and influences
on political and social struggle.
And finally, the significance of a shared communal
experience in ones' personal life.

All that is required is a willingness to sing. Workshop led by Dr. Ysaye Barnwell.
https://www.ymbarnwell.com/

Register Here!

UUPMI Pen Pal Training - Oct 20

Unitarian Universalist Prison Ministry of
Illinois will conduct a Pen Pal Training
session here at UCE on October 20th at
12:30PM in Room 6. According to
UUPMI, for persons who are
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incarcerated, corresponding with
someone on a regular basis is itself a
vital harm reduction strategy, giving that
person a support network outside of
prison. When someone hears their
name called by a prison guard during
mail call, it is a reminder that people on
the outside care about that person. It is

also a message to the guards that this person has support and is not forgotten. We hope
to see you there!

Retired (but never retiring) Women - Tuesday, Oct 22

Join Retired (But Never Retiring!) Women for their next gathering, Tuesday, Oct. 22, at 5
pm. Lisa Solomon will be leading a discussion related to reflections on the sessions of
Planning for the Future. The topics are all extremely relevant to those of us in our
stage/age of life, and Lisa is a professional in the field. So after eating our wonderful
food for the potluck, Lisa will offer more food, but for thought! All retired women are
welcome to attend. For more information, please feel free to contact Margie Rogasner.

Harm Woods - Join Us Sun, Nov 3

Please come join us after church on November 3rd at 12:45 for a
beautiful afternoon in Harms Woods—enjoy nature and help our
environment at the same time by collecting wildflower seeds or
cutting buckthorn. Click here  for details and note we use the
small parking lot on Harms Road that is just south of Glenview
Road. Contact Dale Griffin or Susan Comstock with questions or
to let us know you are coming. 

Memorial Service for Liz Stout

A memorial service for Interfaith Minister, Liz Stout, will be held on Sunday, November
10th at 1:30pm at Alice Millar Chapel located at Chicago Ave. and Sheridan Rd. A
reception will follow with refreshments.

Hats off to Sandy McNabb

Sandy McNabb is a super volunteer who has always been at-
the-ready to help with Religious Education over the course of
many years as a teacher, leader, and parent. In the past few
years, Sandy has been engaged as a leader in Beloved
Conversations. Last Sunday Sandy led the UCE Ministerial
Search Committee (Yeah Team!) through a well-attended
Beloved Conversations workshop for the congregation.

Sandy always comes prepared with a beautiful big smile, a
kind heart, and engaging leadership skills.

Thank you, Sandy

Capital Campaign Update

As of October 12, our gift total is:
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$997,509
We're at 99.7% of our goal of $1 million! Help us reach -- or exceed -- that goal

with your gift today. THANK YOU!

Have any questions right now? Please reach out to the Capital Campaign co-chairs:
Martha Holman, Dan Lawrence, and Gillian Lawrence. Thank you! 

IF you love this congregation
IF you love this church

IF you love UU social action
Don’t leave us in the lurch!

IF you want to grow our faith
IF you want to welcome all
IF your UU cred is great

Pledge on Sunday in the hall!

Martha, Joe and Jessica will have pledge forms at the back of the sanctuary on Sunday,
October 20th and 27th. They're so easy to fill out, and you have up to three years to
fulfill your pledge. Weekly, monthly, quarterly, annually, all in one lump ... you choose the
schedule that works for you!

Show your confidence in the hope and promise of our UU faith and make your Capital
Campaign pledge NOW! Thank you to all who have given and to all who are about to
give.

Message from the Capital Campaign Committee

On November 3 rd, after both services, we will be
hosting a celebration of our Capital Campaign! It will
be an exciting day! By now, you should have received
an Evite in your email box. Please be sure to RSVP
using this Evite by October 27th. If you are
responding “yes,” please also indicate in the Evite (by
clicking on the POLL) whether you will be attending
the brunch after the first service or the lunch after the
second. If multiple email Evites went to your
household, please make sure you are only
responding once for your household. If you need help
with the Poll, you did not receive an Evite, or you have
any questions, please contact Jessica Tomell-Presto at prestomgk@comcast.net. 
Thank you! 

Save the Date - CAUUC Fall Conference Nov 16

Please join us on November 16 for CAUUC's fall conference: Engaging Our Neighbors:
Building Relationships to Save Our Democracy. Come learn and practice the "Listen
Share Invite" model of engaging conversations on what matters to us in the world in an
interactive workshop led by Rev. Scott Aaseng. Then, join in on an affinity group
discussion to build connections with Chicago area UUs and engage discussion on
challenges, best practices, and opportunities to collaborate and leverage each others
work in our home congregations.
The conference will run from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm and includes lunch. A $10 donation is
requested to cover lunch and event costs. The workshop will be hosted at Unity Temple
Community Center, 1019 South Blvd., Oak Park, IL 60302.
For more information, check out https://uuchicagoarea.org Please direct any questions
to Michelle Novak, the UCE CAUUC representative, or email uuchicagoarea@gmail.com.
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Fiction Book Club

Join book club TONIGHT, October 18 at 7:30pm in Room 2
to discuss this month's book: The New Life by Orhan Pamuk

Fiction Book Club will meet next month on November 15 to
discuss The Hotel New Hampshire by John Irving.

Nonfiction Book Group

The nonfiction book group will meet Sunday, Oct. 27 at
12:30pm in room 13 to discuss Despite the Best Intentions:
How Racial Inequality Thrives in Good Schools by Amanda
Lewis and John Diamond. Copies of the book are available at
the Book H and at public libraries.

Nov. 24, 2019
Cooked: a Natural History of Transformation by Michael
Pollan. 2014. 468 p. 

Dec. 22, 2019 
Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage Murders and the Birth of
the FBI by David Grann. 2017. 338 p.  

Click here to view the entire year's list.

Giving by Text

Giving by Text is now possible for four areas:
Shared Plate Offering, Coffee & Bagels, UCE Operating Fund

and Capital Campaign.

Send a text message to 312-584-9160 with the amount you would like to contribute
and the code for where you would like it to go (e.g., 50 OFFERING). Valid codes
are OFFERING (Shared Plate Offering), PLEDGE (Pledge Payment), CAP (Capital
Campaign), or BAGELS (for coffee/bagels). Example text: 50 OFFERING (give $50 to
the shared offering). If you forget the funds, simply type in FUNDS and the list will pop
up.

Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and
enter your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is
complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. For
future giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process
automatically! You can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Text giving is
one of the fastest, easiest ways to give. We hope you enjoy this new way to share your
generosity, and we thank you for supporting the church. To read more, click here . If
you experience any issues, contact Adam at agough@ucevanston.org.

Once you have completed this process successfully, you can save the number in your
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text as UCE Donation and giving becomes one simple step.Please note: You can still pay
for Fair Trade Cart and Book H items at those locations on Sunday morning. Joan
Retzloff and Margaret Shaklee have an iPad and card reader for those accounts.

​Pathways to Membership at UCE

Introduction to Unitarian Universalism: 
This introduction takes an in-depth look at our progressive
faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources, and
covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen approximately every other
month; the next date Sunday November 17, 12:30-2 pm,
Rm 3. Childcare is available upon request.
 

Journey Toward Membership : The Journey includes the exploration of our spiritual
lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional community like the Unitarian
Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; next meeting date Saturday November 23, 9
am to Noon, Rm 3. You can take this class before or after you sign the book. Childcare
available upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world?
You are encouraged to let Rev. Eileen know when you are ready to sign the membership
book and submit a pledge.

Schedule for Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Rev. Eileen Wiviott's office hours
Sunday: By Appt. Only

Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Wednesday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only

Please contact Rev. Eileen via email at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

UCE Community News

Our Giving House - October, 2019

This month we're asking for canned toiletries: Feminine hygiene
pads, shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, razors. Items will be
donated to the Refugee RoundTable. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated! Check out the Giving House Calendar 2019-
2010.

Yoga at UCE - Wednesdays @ 9:30 am - Rm 2

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative
yoga. If you have never done yoga before, this is your
opportunity. Drop in, wear comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.
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UCE Addictions & Recovery, Thursdays @ 7:15 pm, Rm 2

Zen and Alcoholism? 
Zen and Eating Disorders?
Zen and Co-Dependence?

How about The Zen of Recovery?

The Thursday evening Addictions and Recovery group is exploring the book of that title
by Mel Ash. If you are interested and active in a program of recovery from one addictive
issue or other, (or would like to be), we would welcome you. We meet every Thursday
evening, 7:15pm – 8:45pm, and will consider topics brought up in this book for as long as
we find our discussions interesting. 

The books we have looked at so far have provided good topics for discussion for six
months to a year. This is the third book we have explored together, so we’ll probably find
another.

Worship Service Flowers & Chalice Lighting

Brighten our worship service with flowers and chalice lighting. Mark a
special occasion or honor a loved one. Bring flowers for our chancel and
tend the chalice flame in our worship services. Contact the UCE office at
admin@ucevanston.org with the date you'd like to bring flowers and
dedication words for the order of service. We are looking for volunteers for
the rest of October and most of November.

Sign-Up Here

Opportunities For Spiritual Practice

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm Rm 2
Saturday, 9:00 am Rm 2

Udumbara

Wednesdays at 9:30 am Rm 2 
Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto

 
Thursdays at 5:30 pm Rm 2

Buddhist meditation with ​Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month at 9:30 am Rm 5
Art & Spirituality Space

Things to Know About Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information

mailto:admin@ucevanston.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1r2SwwewMLuUXxQ1Q0oyiiZ3lSZEul2yFTo8dDdRdSrA/edit
http://www.udumbarazen.org/
http://ucevanston.org/yoga/
http://ucevanston.org/yoga/
https://ucevanston.org/programs/
https://ucevanston.org/programs/
http://ucevanston.org/things-know-community/


about our community!

Board Of Trustees

The Board of Trustees meets the third Thursday of every month.
The next meeting is on November 21, 7:00 pm in Room 6.

UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?  

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to each
other. If you have an event you want members to know about, or have

a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the newsletter and order of service,
you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links above or search for the groups by
name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

Listen to Sermons Facebook
UCE Member to Member
Facebook Group

UCE Children and Youth
Religious Education
Facebook Group

UCE Social Action
Facebook Group
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