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Services will be held at 9:15 am AND 11 am this Sunday

Worship Service @ 9:15 am - Rev. Karen Mooney
"Take Courage and Build Brave Spaces" - Courage comes in many shapes and sizes,
forms recognizable and subtle. Each of us approaches the world with a different set of
lenses and experiences. What may be extraordinary bravery for one person might not
even register for another, but one thing is true: We can all strengthen our heart muscles
in brave space so that we can increasingly live courageous and trust filled lives.

The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group @ 9:30 am, Rm 2
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants
are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions? Contact Renee Hoff.

Worship Service @ 11 am - Rev. Karen Mooney
"Take Courage and Build Brave Spaces" See above.

Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter @ 12:10 pm- 12:30 am
You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

From Rev. Karen Gustafson, Interim Minister

Dear ones,

The Interim Report based on September’s visit has been
reviewed and reformatted and attached to the full version of
this article.

Every response may not be represented here, though | did
make a concerted effort to include them all, at least
thematically. | identified nine areas of strength which are
labeled “Assets” in the report. For each asset, |l identified
challenges. These are based on clusters of responses which, not addressed
intentionally either individually or institutionally or culturally, will, over time, diminish
the asset. For each set of challenges, | suggested some possible strategies -
many of them involving education, self-reflection, policy changes, or creating
formal and informal structures. This part of the report will be fleshed out in greater
detail as we, you, |, the Staff and Transition and Leadership, consider priorities
and planning for the rest of the interim time. If there are some that I missed, we will
add them. And finally, | attached each of these pieces to one of the five Interim
Tasks.



http://www.ucevanston.org/
mailto:rdhoff99@yahoo.com

I am being as transparent in this process as | can while respecting confidentiality
and relating to both the impact of history and the need and desire to move
forward in a healthy and life giving way....

Lifespan Religious Education Updates

This Sunday...

e 9:15 am Worship — All young people are welcome
to stay in worship. Nursery and Pre/K/1 are
available on the lower level for those who prefer.

¢ 11 am Worship — All young people and youth are
invited to begin in worship (feel free to sit in the
Young UU section towards the front-left side), and are sung out to their program
around 11:15a. Nursery and Pre/K/1 are available on the lower level for those who

prefer.

e We begin exploring our theme of “Attention” this month in worship and in religious
education.

o 6th.gth youth and Parents - Crossing Paths orientation during RE this Sunday
in room 6.

We just need a few more helpers!

o Be aleader or helper in the Preschool/K/1st room
Help find story books at local libraries
Help decorate and create welcoming spaces
Serve on the Children and Youth Program Team or the Lifespan Learning Council
Have an idea for a fun event or activity? Make it a reality by joining others to make
it happen!

If any of these opportunities spark your inner light, email Kathy at
kunderwood@ucevanston.org

The Way of Transition : An Interim Opportunity Workshop

with Karen Gustafson

On Sunday, September 15, the sermon focused on transition, the emotional aspect of
both personal and institutional change. The source of the sermon content was a book by
William Bridges entitled Transition: Making Sense of Life’s Changes. As we embark upon
a deeper understanding of the many changes which are shaping past perceptions and
future possibilities for UCE, it might serve us to look at the ways in which the invisible
impact of transition may be at work.

Topics will include an overview of Bridges’ theory, a chance to reflect on personal styles
of transition, and some group musing about how transition styles impact group
participation in decision making.

In case you are interested, copies of Bridges’ book are available on the Book H and
available to be checked out on the book cart in the hallway in the wing. Whether or not
you can make the Workshop, it is an easy and informative read. No need to read it
before the workshop! The workshop will be held Oct. 12 from 9am-noon in room 6.

Sunday Lobby Staff Wanted

Do you know someone who is usually free 8:30am to 2:30pm
on Sundays and sometimes on an evening during the week?
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UCE is looking to hire more lobby staff. We are looking for
responsible, outgoing, reliable, and friendly individuals. This
would be a great position for a trustworthy young adult who
would like to make a bit more money each week. We would
like to hire someone immediately.

If someone comes to mind, please contact Sandra at 847-
864-1330 or srobinson@ucevanston.org for more information
about the position.

Don't Miss the Beyond Categorical Thinking Workshop - Oct 13

We all wonder about who the next minister will be and have a
picture of an “ideal minister” in our heads. To keep these mental
pictures from getting in the way of a productive ministerial
search, the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) offers the
Beyond Categorical Thinking (BCT) workshop, which is
designed to promote inclusive thinking and prevent unfair
discrimination during the search. This program will be offered at
UCE on Sunday, October 13 following the 11 o'clock service.
Please join the search committee to find out more about the
ministerial search process and discuss your own hopes and
expectations for the new minister.

Learn more and RSVP!

Witnessing Whiteness — October 8, 15, 22, 29 — 7-9 pm at UCE

If you've done some learning about racism and white privilege and are ready to go a bit
deeper, plan to attend the Witnessing Whiteness workshop in October, sponsored
by the REAL team (Racial Equity Action and Leadership). Based on Dr. Shelley
Tochluk’s book of the same name, this 4-session dialogue-based workshop focuses on
increasing white people's capacity for identifying and addressing racism. Participants will
discuss white culture, explore how white privilege can show up in everyday interactions
and cross-racial relationships, build new skills for addressing racism in everyday life, and
develop a personal plan for continued anti-racist work. The workshop is free and a small
amount of preparation prior to most sessions will be required. Facilitators are Dr. Gina
Logan and Beth McDonald. Registration is now open, space is limited.

Register Here!

Memorial Service for Lucia Miller

We will celebrate the life of our beloved Lucia Miller THIS SATURDAY, October 5, at
noon, with a reception to follow.

Save the Date!

Please put Sunday, November 3rd on your calendar. Join us to celebrate the Capital
Campaign’s amazing progress! We will serve brunch after the first service and lunch
after the second. Stay tuned for more details. If you have questions, please contact
Jessica Tomell-Presto at prestomgk@comcast.net.



mailto:srobinson@ucevanston.org
mailto:srobinson@ucevanston.org
https://ucevanston.org/why-you-should-attend-beyond-categorical-thinking/
http://bit.ly/2lZZjv6
mailto:prestomgk@comcast.net

Planning for What Matters Most

Planning for What Matters Most: Living in the Present, Preparing for
the Future has started but you can still sign up to attend. Please
plan to register online by going to the URL: ucevanston.org/religious-
education-adults/ and clicking on the yellow “Learn More” button.
Brochures about the program are available at the back of the church
or on the bulletin board. Questions: write to Carol Nielsen at
carolnielsen2100@gmail.com.

The next session on October 9 will address Estate Planning—Wills

and Trusts. Rosalie Murphy, who spoke at UCE in the past

addressing this topic, is a dynamic and down-to-earth speaker. She has helped several
people in the congregation prepare their wills and trusts. On October 23 we will be back
with the third session on Financial Planning.

The seminar has been designed to encourage participants to take proactive steps for life
planning. For example, you can plan to meet with an attorney to document your will or
trust, explore investments needed to reach your financial goals, and make and record
decisions regarding your future health care needs.

Help with the Soup Kitchens October 2nd and 9th

UCE will host Soup Kitchen on Wednesday, October
9th this Fall. We typically feed dinner to about 100
people from Evanston and surrounding communities
and we provide them with a lunch to take away as
well. The soup kitchen leaders are making a
concerted effort this year to provide our guests with
healthy food. Please click on the appropriate link
below to sign-up for helping with food, set-up,

: o serving, or clean-up. Contact Winnie Stevenson
(wstevensond@gmail.com) or Maggie Weiss (msmaggie 6@comcast.net) with any
questions. Thanks, as always, for your generosity!

Click on the date on which you would like to volunteer:

October 9

You can help refugees stay warm this winter!

Ao

The Immigrant Solidarity Team needs your help. We are
gathering donations to help refugees stay warm and safe
this winter.

We will be collecting the following items and delivering them
to Refugee One.

ltems Needed - must be clean, gently used or new:

* 500 Waterproof Winter Coats (All sizes; men, women, &
children)

* 500 pairs of snow boots (All sizes; men, women, &
children)

* Hats, gloves, scarves, and wool socks (all sizes)

Many congregations and individuals will be donating these items, so let’s do our part!
Please place items in the bins under the coat racks in the lobby. All items must be
donated by October 15t Thanks for helping out refugees who are making Chicago
their new home. Questions? Email Jeanne Kerl at figkerl@gmail.com

Green Team Meeting - Oct 13
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Plan to attend our next Green Team meeting on Oct 20th after the
worship service. We have many important updates and leadership
elections to discuss. Questions? Please contact John Bartok
(jpartok@comcast.net). See you there!

Building a Vocal Community: Registration now open!

"Building a Vocal Community: The Power of Singing in
the African-American Tradition" is a workshop planned
for October 25-27, 2019. The group will explore from an
African American world view:

e The values embedded in the music,
e The role of cultural and spiritual traditions and

rituals,

Ways in which leadership emerges and can be
shared by and among community members,

The nature of cultural responses to and influences
on political and social struggle.

And finally, the significance of a shared communal
experience in ones' personal life.

All that is required is a willingness to sing. Workshop led by Dr. Ysaye Barnwell.
https://www.ymbarnwell.com/

Register Here!

Donations, Donations, Donations!

The Serendipity Auction is coming up November 16, and the
auction needs you! Every year we rely on our members’ generosity,
creativity, and hospitality to come up with a wonderful assortment of
items for our auction catalog. The more donations we have, the
more entertaining the evening will be and (of course!) the more
money we will raise for UCE.

Here are some ideas:

Can you throw a great party? If you like, we can help you think of a theme.
Do you have a favorite style of cooking that you could cook for a dinner or for a
delivered food donation?

e Have season tickets, but you can’t use a certain day?
o What about that vintage bottle of wine aging in your basement?
e How about sharing your craft: A knitted scarf? Handmade jewelry? An original

artwork?

¢ Do you have a cottage or timeshare for which you could donate a week?
e We love to have family friendly and intergenerational offerings for our younger

families who attend. What about a family friendly scavenger hunt, a curated
collection of your favorite children’s books, an intergenerational ice skating party,
or a monthly craft kit for kids?

Do you have a favorite local business who might donate a gift certificate, or that
you could support by buying a gift card?

Are you inspired? Get your donation listed today by clicking here. Our auction team will
be available after both services on Sundays starting in mid-October, and we are excited
to help you brainstorm ideas for donations and match people wanting to co-host. You
may also contact the co-chairs, Susan Comstock and Jenny Walsh. The deadline for
getting donations into the catalog is November 1%. To reserve for dinner and childcare,
please click here. Thanks! We look forward to your participation!
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Memorial Service for Liz Stout

A memorial service for Interfaith Minister, Liz Stout, will be held on Sunday, November
10th at 1:30pm at Alice Millar Chapel located at Chicago Ave. and Sheridan Rd. A
reception will follow with refreshments.

Hats off to Susan Comstock

: UCE Treasurer Susan Comstock has her eye on the money at all
ats o™ times. Susan works with Sandra on the ISC, Vickie as Staff
Accountant, and with the board and congregation on the overall
‘ a f’ health and financial well-being of UCE. Susan is Co-Chair of
3’/ ~y Serendipity Auction with Jenny Walsh and was very successful last
-to year in breaking historical net income. Susan is always willing to
& step up and do what needs to be done at UCE. She does so with
OU grace, attention, and is straightforward with her views. Her
' j . organizational skills and her ability to be with others in good
— covenant are gifts to this congregation. Thank you, Susan.

Capital Campaign Update

As of September 30, our gift total is:
$959,829

We're at 95.9% of our goal of $1 million! Help us reach -- or exceed -- that goal
with your gift today. THANK YOU!

Have any questions right now? Please reach out to the Capital Campaign co-chairs:
Martha Holman, Dan Lawrence, and Gillian Lawrence. Thank you!

Why | Gave: Dave Griebler

As a new member, what keeps me coming back is how UCE continues to challenge me. |
enjoy being surrounded by so many bright and intelligent people of all ages, who treat
life like a journey rather than a destination. There’s also something inspiring about
leaving UCE on a Sunday morning/afternoon and wanting to delve deeper. What | learn
on a Sunday stays with me throughout the week...

Continue Dave's Story.

Fiction Book Club

The Fiction Book Club has made their selections for this fall:
October 18: Orhan Pamuk, The New Life
November 15: John Irving, The Hotel New Hampshire

Nonfiction Book Group

The nonfiction book group will meet Sunday, Oct. 27 at
12:30pm in room 13 to discuss Despite the Best Intentions:
How Racial Inequality Thrives in Good Schools by Amanda


https://ucevanston.org/why-i-gave-dave-griebler/

Lewis and John Diamond. Copies of the book are available at on e Lewne & o e Smon
the Book H and at public libraries.

Nov. 24, 2019

Cooked: a Natural History of Transformation by Michael
Pollan. 2014. 468 p.

Dec. 22, 2019 ‘Itile ]z_eSt
Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage Murders and the Birth of 8 e.r%._lons
the FBI by David Grann. 2017. 338 p. e R

Click here to view the entire year's list.

Giving by Text

Giving by Text is now possible for four areas:
Shared Plate Offering, Coffee & Bagels, UCE Operating Fund
and Capital Campaign.

Send a text message to 312-584-9160 with the amount you would like to contribute
and the code for where you would like it to go (e.g., 50 OFFERING). Valid codes

are OFFERING (Shared Plate Offering), PLEDGE (Pledge Payment), CAP (Capital
Campaign), or BAGELS (for coffee/bagels). Example text: 50 OFFERING (give $50 to
the shared offering). If you forget the funds, simply type in FUNDS and the list will pop

up.

Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and
enter your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is
complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. For
future giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process
automatically! You can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Text giving is
one of the fastest, easiest ways to give. We hope you enjoy this new way to share your
generosity, and we thank you for supporting the church. To read more, click here. If
you experience any issues, contact Adam at agough@ucevanston.org.

Once you have completed this process successfully, you can save the number in your
text as UCE Donation and giving becomes one simple step.Please note: You can still pay
for Fair Trade Cart and Book H items at those locations on Sunday morning. Joan
Retzloff and Margaret Shaklee have an iPad and card reader for those accounts.

Pathways to Membership at UCE

4 "W Introduction to Unitarian Universalism:

This introduction takes an in-depth look at our progressive
faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources, and
covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen quarterly; the next date
Sunday November 17, 12:30-2 pm, Rm 3. Childcare is
available upon request.

Journey Toward Membership: The Journey includes the exploration of our spiritual
lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional community like the Unitarian
Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; next meeting date Saturday November 23, 9
am to Noon, Rm 3. You can take this class before or after you sign the book. Childcare
available upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world?
You are encouraged to let Rev. Eileen know when you are ready to sign the membership
book and submit a pledge.
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October Schedule for Rev. Karen Gustafson

Rev. Karen Gustafson can be contacted by email with questions or to request an
appointment anytime. Rev. Karen will return Wednesday Oct 9 and be with us through
Friday Oct 20.

Please call 847-864-1330 ex.111 or email kgustafson@ucevanston.org

Schedule for Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Rev. Eileen Wiviott's office hours
Sunday: By Appt. Only
Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Wednesday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only
Please contact Rev. Eileen via email at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

Our Giving House - October, 2019

This month we're asking for canned toiletries: Feminine hygiene
pads, shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, razors. ltems will be
donated to the Refugee RoundTable. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated! Check out the Giving House Calendar 2019-
2010.

Yoga at UCE - Wednesdays @ 9:30 am - Rm 2

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative
yoga. If you have never done yoga before, this is your
opportunity. Drop in, wear comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.

UCE Addictions & Recovery, Thursdays @ 7:15 pm, Rm 2

Zen and Alcoholism?
Zen and Eating Disorders?
Zen and Co-Dependence?
How about The Zen of Recovery?

The Thursday evening Addictions and Recovery group is exploring the book of that title
by Mel Ash. If you are interested and active in a program of recovery from one addictive
issue or other, (or would like to be), we would welcome you. We meet every Thursday
evening, 7:15pm — 8:45pm, and will consider topics brought up in this book for as long as
we find our discussions interesting.
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The books we have looked at so far have provided good topics for discussion for six
months to a year. This is the third book we have explored together, so we’ll probably find
another.

Worship Service Flowers & Chalice Lighting

Brighten our worship service with flowers and chalice lighting. Mark a special '
occasion or honor a loved one. Bring flowers for our chancel and tend the AV
chalice flame in our worship services. Contact the UCE office at <.\ h/,'
admin@ucevanston.org with the date you'd like to bring flowers and
dedication words for the order of service.

Sign-Up Here

Opportunities For Spiritual Practice

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm Rm 2
Saturday, 9:00 am Rm 2
Udumbara

Wednesdays at 9:30 am Rm 2
Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto

Thursdays at 5:30 pm Rm 2
Buddhist meditation with Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month at 9:30 am Rm 5
Art & Spirituality Space

Things to Know About Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information
about our community!

Board Of Trustees

The Board of Trustees meets the third Thursday of every month.

The next meeting is on October 17, 7:00 pm in Room 6.

UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to each
other. If you have an event you want members to know about, or have
a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the newsletter and order of service,
you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links above or search for the groups by
name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.
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Quick Links

ucevanston.org

Listen to Sermons

UCE Children and Youth

Calendar

Facebook

UCE Social Action

Upcoming Worship Services

UCE Member to Member

Facebook Group

Religious Education
Facebook Group

Facebook Group
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