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Services will be held at 9:15 am AND 11 am this Sunday

Worship Service @ 9:15 am

"Choir & Brass Music Sunday" - We enter the season of Christmas, approaching winter
and the lessening light, with a celebration of music. Our choir will sing the haunting,
evocative, and exciting Christmas Cantata by Daniel Pinkham — accompanied by brass
quartet and keyboard — and the lovely and ethereal Ave Maria by Franz Biebl. There will
be congregational singing with brass, and the brass quartet will play a spirited piece by
Giovanni Gabrieli. Join us for a moving worship service led by Rev. Eileen Wiviott; Music
Director Vickie Hellyer; and the Worship Arts Committee.

This is a worship for all ages service, meaning all are welcome to stay in the service for
the full hour. There will be no religious education classes this Sunday for children above
K/1st grade. There will be nursery care in room 11 and religious education for
Preschool/K/15t in room 9, both from 9 am — noon.

Learn about our guest musicians!

The Chris Isely Cancer Support Group @ 9:30 am, Rm 2
The group is open to anyone facing cancer either personally or through a family member
or friend. This lay-led group is a safe place for sharing and hope. Interested participants
are encouraged to drop in anytime. Questions? Contact Renee Hoff.

Worship Service @ 11 am
“Choir & Brass Music Sunday” See above.

Ornament Sunday in the Sanctuary
Join in on the holiday fun after the 11 am worship service to make ornaments for the tree
or to take home! There will be holiday music and cheer! Feel free to bring holiday treats
and your festive spirit.

Join Us to Stand in Support of Black Lives Matter @ 12:10 pm- 12:30 pm
You are invited to stand on Ridge Ave. to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. Signs and buttons are available for purchase at the back of the sanctuary.
Signs and song lyrics will be provided. Sponsored by the REAL team.

From Karen Gustafson, Interim Minister

Dear ones,

Winter has arrived in the place where | live when | am not
with you in Evanston. Last week end we had what is being
termed an “epic blizzard”, that had even folks with better
things to do, challenging their computer search engines to
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find the most accurate comparisons of past snow fall, wind
gusts and days of school closings.

| found myself thinking about “traction”. | used MY search
engine to look it up and found a epic number of unhelpful
definitions. “Traction” in common northern Minnesota
parlance, refers to the amount of shoe or boot “grip”
needed to sustain forward momentum on ice sidewalks or
tire grip needed to keep a vehicle moving on a snowy
roadway. An effectively spinning wheel with no traction is
just, well, a spinning wheel; a foot encountering glare ice
is a foot in the air.

What | was more interested in as | thought of UCE is the
kind of traction that is needed for any kind of plan to move

forward. As physical traction depends upon the adherence
between the wheel and the road, the success of our interim plan depends upon your

participation...

Important Two-Week Notice from your Acting Senior Minister

and your Board President

The board has been considering adding a half time staff position to cover vital Social
Justice and Membership responsibilities at UCE. This six-month position would be funded
by an unexpected gift from a member. We discussed this possibility at our November
meeting and will discuss it again at the December meeting before a final vote on the
matter. As always, any member may attend board meetings and is welcome to attend for
this discussion on December 19th.

Please read about the need for this staff position in Rev. Eileen’s words:
In the past two and a half years, our ministry and staffing structure has gone through
some major shifts. In previous years, UCE had become accustomed to two full time

ministers who served the congregation in a variety of ways — to provide meaningful
worship, pastoral care, lifespan religious education, and leadership of social justice and

membership ministries...
Continue Reading
Lifespan Religious Education Updates

This Sunday — Music Sunday
All-Ages Worship

Families and young people are invited to this
festive worship service — either at 9:15am or
11am. Enjoy some wonderful music and
Ornament Sunday after the 11am worship
service, when we make ornaments to
decorate the tree or to take home!

All young people and youth are invited to sit together in the Young UU section near the
front and left of the sanctuary during worship.

Nursery care for 0-3 year-olds and Pre/K/1 are available in the lower level for those who
prefer.


https://ucevanston.org/december-6-2019/
https://ucevanston.org/12-6-letter-from-acting-senior-minister-and-bot-president/

Christmas Pageant is next week! We just need more helpers! Sign up here or email
Kathy at kunderwood@ucevanston.org.

Looking ahead...
Family potluck on January 5 at 12:30pm in room 3. Meet other parents and young
people! More details to come!

If you have any questions email Kathy at kunderwood@ucevanston.org.

If you haven't registered for RE yet, click the button below!

Register for RE Today!

Updated UCE Communications Guidelines

UCE staff have updated the communications guidelines and they
are available under "Member Documents" in the Members section
of the UCE website (or click below). This document can be your
go-to guide to advertising UCE events within and outside our
community. If you have every had any questions about how to
submit articles for the newsletter or the website, where to post
flyers, or just wanted a guide to get started on advertising your
meetings or events, this guide is for you.

Read UCE's Communications Guidelines
Attention Dog Owners!

We are a dog-friendly church, we are welcoming to
support animals, AND we have some folks in the church
who are highly allergic to dogs (and maybe some who are
afraid of dogs). In order to make the space
accommodating to people with various needs, we're
asking those who bring their friendly, well-behaved, and
leashed dogs to church to sit in the support animal zone.
This will be a few of the designated tables in the back by
the Ridge side door and the row right in front of those tables. They'll be marked with
signs. This way, those with allergies can sit and admire your wonderful pooch from a
healthy distance. Even if your dog is hypoallergenic, some can still be allergic. If you
have any questions, don't hesitate to reach out to Rev. Eileen at 847-864-1330 x 201.

Thanks for your help in making UCE a safe and healthy place for all.

Brighten Sunday Service with Flowers and Light

UCE needs volunteers to bring flowers and light the chalice
during Sunday services. There are no sign ups for the next
few months. Do you have a special occasion coming up?
Do you have a holiday tradition that you are grateful for?
Are you just missing a bit of Spring and want to share
some hope and joy with the congregation? Whatever your
reason, big or small, we would love to have you be a
special part of one of UCE's Sunday services. Bring the
flowers and your words for the order of service and we'll
provide the rest.
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Sign up on the button below or on the sign up sheet in the back of the sanctuary on
Sunday. I you have any questions, feel free to contact Jessica at
admin@ucevanston.org.

Sign up to bring flowers and light the chalice
Learn more about MPP and Resistbot

Horrified by the humanitarian crisis that US policies are creating
at our southern border? Want to let all your representatives know
how you feel, with one simple text?

The Immigrant Solidarity Team would like to help. Please look for
an IST member near the coffee or wandering the sanctuary,
wearing a bright tag that invites questions about MPP and
Resistbot, before or after the 11 o’clock service this Sunday
through December 22.

Help P&J Support Peace

The UCE Peace and Justice Committee is working with other congregations and local
peace groups to bring a resolution to ban the use of nuclear weapons before the
Evanston City Council on December 9. It calls on the US government to embrace the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) and to work to prevent nuclear
war in five specific ways.

This Sunday, December 8 at 1:30pm at the Evanston Public Library, Chicago Area
Peace Action (CAPA) is sponsoring a program on the TPNW and how local groups can
amplify the effort. Church members are also encouraged to support the resolution by
attending the Evanston Human Services meeting at 6pm on Mon, December 9 and the
full City Council meeting at 7:15 pm that night to show our support. Alderwoman Eleanor
Revelle would like to place the resolution on the Council's consent agenda, and she can
only do that if it passes unanimously in the HSC. A strong showing from those in favor of
the resolution will help her do that.

Transgender Inclusion in Congregations

Transgender Inclusion in Congregations is a 6-part series
created by the Transforming Hearts Collective and offered at
UCE by Rev. Eileen and Christine Peters. This course is for
anyone who wants to take their knowledge and skills to the
next level in terms of gender diversity and trans identity and
learn how to create congregations that are fully inclusive and
actively affirming. Over six sessions we will deeply explore the
intersection of trans identity, spirituality and faith community
in order to gain grounding, context, and skills to transform
ourselves and our congregation. The course meets people
where they are and will move us toward welcoming,
relationship-building, and skills-building. Each session will include a webinar video,
individual and group reflection, and discussion on topics ranging from what does Beloved
Community really mean; the ways trans folks have been and remain marginalized; and
ways our congregation can more fully celebrate and nurture the spirits of all people.

Coming up on December 10th...

Session 6: Creating Culture Shift

As discussed in Session 5, full inclusion and affirmation of trans people requires real culture
shift. This final session covers how to create culture shift in a congregation or other faith context
so that people of all gender identities and experiences can be full members, get their spiritual
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needs met, and contribute their gifts.
In this session you will:
e Explore how to set the “goal posts” for your congregation’s understanding of welcome on
radical welcome
e |earn why anything less than radical welcome does not work for the majority of trans
people
e Gain tools and practices for congregational culture shift

Retired (but never retiring) Women

We will meet this Tuesday, December 10, 5:00, in the back of the sanctuary: After our
delicious potluck dinner, we will have our Annual White Elephant party! This has always
been a fun beginning to the holiday season and a good way to get to know our "fellow"
retired women: After all, a White Elephant event means that we each bring something
from home that we don't need anymore, that has been sitting on your shelf for years, that
has been in your kitchen drawer forever, or something which costs no more than $5.00--
but must be gift-wrapped! Then the fun begins! Each person takes a turn to select and
open a "gift" but that "gift" can then be "selected" and taken away by another person
during their next turn! So come enjoy the fun and the food! For more information feel
free to contact Margie Rogasner.

Town Hall Meeting - Dec 15

Want to know more about the progress on our remodeled kitchen and parking lot
renovation projects? Then come to our Informational Town Hall on December 15" after
the second service.

The Capital Campaign Implementation Committee will share with you about the kitchen
construction and plans, as well as about the research on various parking lot options.

Hats Off to Joe Romeo!

Joe is our quiet wonder who does so much at UCE with grace ts

and kindness. Joe heads our Immigrant Solidarity Team, serves a &
on the Board of Trustees and is a member of the Executive

Committee. Prior to serving on the Board, Joe was Board & 0 f &

secretary extraordinaire. Joe manages to work on social justice

and other projects at UCE and still has time to take a very active

role in the lives of his young grandchildren. What a terrific guy. i~ ou
We are lucky you are with us, Joe. Thank you!

Save the Date - Worship Arts Jam 2020!

The second annual Worship Arts Jam will happen Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020, from 7 to 9
pm. If you have a song, a dance, a poem, a story (or even a bagpipe!), you are welcome
to come and play! Contact Robb Geiger at rjg6177@gmail.com to join the fun that
night.

Save the Date - REAL presents Featured Speaker on Wed, Jan 29

The UCE Racial Equity team is excited to announce a special event on Wednesday,
January 29th from 7pm to 8:30pm at the Unitarian Church of Evanston in Room 6.
Mark your calendars for “An Evening with Daniel Epstein: Institutional bias and corruption
in lllinois’s court system, and how to fix it.” More details to come soon! Questions?
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Contact Martha Holman at Holman.martha@gmail.com.

Fair Trade Cart News!

This year the Fair Trade Cart will be donating half of its
holiday profits to Team Brownsville to support its efforts to
help immigrants at the border. The remaining half will continue
to provide grocery gift cards for selected families at Chute
Middle School here in Evanston.

Come browse the new items and the old favorites on the Cart
and help many have a good holiday this year!

Rev. Karen Gustafson Availability

Rev. Karen Gustafson returns Thursday, December 12 and will be with us through
Thursday, December 19. She will be answering e-mails on December 3, 5, 10, and 12.

Rev. Karen will be hosting Brown Bag Discussions on the follow dates:
Monday, December 16 @ 7-8:30pm
Thursday, December 19 @ noon-1:30pm

Feel free to e-mail kgustafson@ucevanston.org or call (847) 864-1330 ext 111.

Learn more about the Interim!
Fiction Book Group

The fiction book group will not meet in December, but check out
the next titles for Winter 2020.

January 17: The Overstory by Richard Powers
February 21: Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver

March 20: Small Country by Gael Faye

For more information, visit the UCE website.

Non-fiction Book Group

The non-fiction book group will meet December
22,2019 at 12:30pm in room 13 to discuss
Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann. Copies
of the book are available at the Book H and at
public libraries.
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Jan. 26, 2020 =
The Sixth Extinction: an Unnatural History by Klller%

Elizabeth Kolbert. 2015. 319 p. the Plower
Feb. 23, 2020
Hooked: Buddhist Writings on Greed, Desire and the Moon ﬂ

Urge to Consume. 2005. 271 p. THEOs MO T

. . . . the Birth of the FBI
Click here to view the entire year's list.

David Grann

Bestselling autbor of The Lost City of Z

Read by Will Patton, Ann Marie Lee, and Danny Campbell
An Unabridged Production

Giving by Text

Giving by Text is now possible for four areas:
Shared Plate Offering, Coffee & Bagels, UCE Operating Fund
and Capital Campaign.

Send a text message to 312-584-9160 with the amount you would like to contribute
and the code for where you would like it to go (e.g., 50 OFFERING). Valid codes
are OFFERING (Shared Plate Offering), PLEDGE (Pledge Payment), CAP (Capital
Campaign), MUSIC (music fund), or BAGELS (coffee/bagels). Example text: 50
OFFERING (give $50 to the shared offering). If you forget the funds, simply type
in FUNDS and the list will pop up.

Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and
enter your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is
complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. For
future giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process
automatically! You can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Text giving is
one of the fastest, easiest ways to give. We hope you enjoy this new way to share your
generosity, and we thank you for supporting the church. To read more, click here. If
you experience any issues, contact Adam at agough@ucevanston.org.

Once you have completed this process successfully, you can save the number in your
text as UCE Donation and giving becomes one simple step.Please note: You can still pay
for Fair Trade Cart and Book H items at those locations on Sunday morning. Joan
Retzloff and Margaret Shaklee have an iPad and card reader for those accounts.

Pathways to Membership at UCE

F Introduction to Unitarian Universalism:

This introduction takes an in-depth look at our progressive
faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources, and
covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen approximately every other
month; the next date Sunday January 12, 12:30-2 pm, Rm 3.
Childcare is available upon request.

|

|
pecasitill
Journey Toward Membership: The Journey includes the exploration of our spiritual
lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional community like the Unitarian
Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; next meeting date Saturday February 29, 9

am to Noon, Rm 3. You can take this class before or after you sign the book. Childcare
available upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian
Church of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world?
You are encouraged to let Rev. Eileen know when you are ready to sign the membership
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book and submit a pledge.

Schedule for Rev. Eileen Wiviott

Rev. Eileen Wiviott's office hours

Sunday: By Appt. Only
Monday: Sacred Day Off
Tuesday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Wednesday: 10 AM- 5 PM
Thursday: 10 AM - 5 PM

Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)

Saturday: By Appointment Only
Please contact Rev. Eileen via email at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

Our Giving House - December 2019

This month the Giving House will not be collecting items for
donations. The Mitten Tree is collecting gifts for organizations
in the area. If you are interested in volunteering reach out to
Carol Nielsen at carolnielsen2100@gmail.com. We'll start
back up in January collecting Canned tuna, salmon,

chicken for Connections for the Homeless. Your generosity is
always greatly appreciated!

Check out the Giving House Calendar 2019-2010.

Yoga at UCE - Wednesdays @ 9:30 am -Rm 2

Yoga at UCE is designed to reduce stress, bring relaxation,
increase range of motion, and find balance - restorative
yoga. If you have never done yoga before, this is your
opportunity. Drop in, wear comfortable clothing for
stretching, and try it. Yoga is learned by doing. Community
yoga mats provided if needed.

UCE Addictions & Recovery, Thursdays @ 7:15 pm, Rm 2

Zen and Alcoholism?
Zen and Eating Disorders?
Zen and Co-Dependence?
How about The Zen of Recovery?

The Thursday evening Addictions and Recovery group is exploring the book of that title
by Mel Ash. If you are interested and active in a program of recovery from one addictive
issue or other, (or would like to be), we would welcome you. We meet every Thursday
evening, 7:15pm — 8:45pm, and will consider topics brought up in this book for as long as
we find our discussions interesting.

The books we have looked at so far have provided good topics for discussion for six

months to a year. This is the third book we have explored together, so we’ll probably find
another.

Opportunities For Spiritual Practice
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Tuesdays at 6:30 pm Rm 2
Saturday, 9:00 am Rm 2
Udumbara

Wednesdays at 9:30 am Rm 2
Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto

Thursdays at 5:30 pm Rm 2
Buddhist meditation with Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month at 9:30 am Rm 5
Art & Spirituality Space

Things to Know About Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Click here for more information
about our community!

Board Of Trustees

The Board of Trustees meets the third Thursday of every month.
The next meeting is on December 19, 7:00 pm in Room 6.

Questions for the board? Email BOT@ucevanston.org.
UCE Facebook Groups

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to
Member Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education
Group, and the UCE Social Action Group?

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to each

other. If you have an event you want members to know about, or have
a cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the newsletter and order of service,
you can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links above or search for the groups by
name when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

UCE Member to Member

UCE Children and Youth UCE Social Action
Religious Education Facebook Group

Facebook Group
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