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A virtual service will be held at 11:15 am this Sunday

UCE will be closed through Wednesday, March 18

Click here for up to date information and resources!

Important News and Upcoming Events

From UCE Ministers & Staff

Dear Beloved Community,

With deliberate care and concern for the well-being of our community, the Ministers, Board
of Trustees, and Staff have decided to close the building beginning Wednesday,

March 11th, through Wednesday, March 18th due to a confirmed case of Coronavirus
within our congregation. This means that there will be no gatherings, meetings, or worship
service in the building between this evening until at least Thursday, March 19th. We will be
continually monitoring the situation locally and with our congregants and remain in close
contact with you throughout this time. We will reassess on March 17t and determine the
wisdom of reopening.

We will be planning to offer a worship service via Zoom this Sunday and will provide
resources for small gatherings to meet virtually...

Please Continue Reading

In the Interim - From Rev. Karen G & the Transitions Team

Dear Ones,

| am endeavoring to serve you this week from my home in Northern Minnesota. My body
is here but my heart and mind are squarely focused on you and the ministry that is
emerging in Evanston. Since early last week | have been in regular contact with Eileen
and the rest of the UCE Staff as we have navigated the rapids of uncertainty,
understanding both the need for decisive action and pastoral reassurance

In view of the second postponement of the Volunteer Leaders Workshop scheduled for
Saturday, March 14, and the cancellation of this month’s Brown Bag conversations, we
are trying to discern the next appropriate steps in the interim process. We have only just
begun to explore the potential ways that we might continue to plan for a future beyond the
press of the immediate needs to care for the healthy and safety of one another.

Please stay tuned as we find our footing in this new way of being religious community.
Undoubtedly there will be lessons here that will inform the future and we will find new ways


http://www.ucevanston.org/
https://ucevanston.org/publichealthresources/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/IMPORTANT-ANNOUNCEMENT--UCE-Closed-Thru-March-18.html?soid=1115857581788&aid=qXXUxaKZf54

to dream together.
In love and gratitude,

Karen G.

The Ongoing Rededication to Our Mission by Michelle Novak

| really enjoy the synergy of local activism that occurs within and
around UCE that gives me a chance to put designing for social
good (one of my passions) into practice. Last summer, Willie S
Shaw, head of civic engagement with the NAACP put out a call

through a local network here for help and Johna Van Dyke, long

time UCE member, who | work with on the Lobby Arts

Committee posted in our UCE Facebook groups asking for help

in getting a new site active. | was hesitant at first because over

the years | have worked pro-bono with a number of non-profits

on their web sites and it can be a really difficult task to take on.

| did some soul searching and decided to join the project a week later. A local activist,
Jillian Westerfield, who is the Director of Children’s and Family Programming at Lake
Street Church here in Evanston and friend of the NAACP purchased a new URL and
bought a Weebly site for us to start with. Willie Shaw from the NAACP worked with us to
give us the new content. So today the new site is live and doing well and has become a
key way for people to reach the NAACP in our area. | continue to work with Willie and
other NAACP members on the site.

We also decided to create a new email for the community to contact the NAACP branch
last fall because it turned out the old aol address was not getting through to the branch. A
couple months ago, the local ABC news was trying to get in touch with the NAACP to
interview their President, Rev. Dr. Michael Nabors, about the marijuana reparations here
in Evanston. Thankfully, the new web site and email led them to the NAACP. So yes, the
congregation of UCE has a small part in advancing the cause of reparations in Evanston.

Check out the new Evanston NAACP website

Congratulations to the Week #3 Pledge Drive Raffle Winner

Our third raffle winner in the 2020-2021 pledge drive is Andy Fisher! He has a $50 gift
certificate to spend at the UCE Book Cart. Thank you for your generosity, Andy, and

happy shopping!

There is only one raffle drawing left before the drive ends! If you haven't turned in your
pledge form yet, drop it off with a staff or pledge team member when the church reopens
by Sunday, March 22, to receive a raffle ticket. You'll find the pledge table in the back of
the sanctuary; stop by to say hello to Craig and Marianne. The drawing will take place after
the 11:15 service. You don't need to be present to win! You can also submit your pledge
form online by filling out the online pledge form below!

Remaining prize is a pair of tickets to the UCE Garden Walk.

Fill out your 2020-2021 Pledge Form today!

Raissa Landor's Memorial - Postponed

Raissa Landor's memorial on Thursday, March 19 will be rescheduled for a later date.


https://www.evanstonnaacp.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7AP-XBpI7qVQ-tuceFmsttVOBwVuTgWB34TyItTsY0h02tw/viewform

Sarah Kallick's Memorial - Postponed

We are celebrating the life of Sarah Kallick, beloved
daughter of Bruce Kallick and Claudia Dancing on a
date to be determined. A beautiful life ended far too
soon. If you can, please volunteer to help with the
reception on the form below.

Sign up here

Gini Sayad's Memorial

Mark your calendar for Gini Sayad's Memorial on Saturday, May 23rd at 1pm.

Ann Peterson's Memorial

Mark your calendar for Ann Peterson's Memorial on Sunday, May 31rd at 3:30pm.

UCE Leadership Workshop Part 2, Saturday, March 14 - CANCELLED

Vote Love!

Thank you to everyone writing out postcards (and stamping them!)
to get out the vote for the WI primary. So far, we've completed nearly

1,600 postcards!!!! And the work is just beginning. Look for activities U U the
like canvassing, voter registration, phone banks, texting, and more VOTE
postcards. We look forward to your support of voting activities in the

coming months. And encourage everyone to share their stories
about getting out the vote. Let's all VoteLove!

Grand Opening of the New Kitchen - March 29 at 12:15 pm

The Empty Bowls Lunch will celebrate our lovely new
kitchen and give us the chance to give back to our
community. Buy a lovely pottery bowl made by UCE
potters and others. Free lunch if you buy a bowl!! A
delicious lunch of soup, bread, cheese, fruit and cookies
will be served. Dave, the Bread Guy will bring his delicious
bread as a donation. Lunch will cost $8 if you don’t buy a

; ‘ bowl and children under 10 are free. Proceeds from this
event will be donated to Connections for the Homeless to offset the $8000 they spend
yearly to buy food from the Greater Chicago Food Depository. Want to volunteer to bring
food or help serve and clean-up? Sign up below!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iFGQwLy_4nbWKmCyKtYogLL8fO8HWquQPQDZuS2mnWc/edit?usp=sharing

Sign up here!

UCE Rummage Sale - One Day Only

This year's Rummage Sale will be JUST ONE DAY - SATURDAY, MAY 2,8 am -3 pm .
Mark your calendars!

Please note these important Rummage Sale dates:
Furniture Pick-up: Saturday April 25 & Sunday, April 26
Church Set-up: Sunday, April 26, 12:30 - 2 pm
Donation Drop-off:

e Sunday 4/26, 2 pm - 6 pm

e Monday 4/27,9 am - 8 pm

e Tuesday 4/28,9 am - 8 pm

¢ Wednesday 4/29, 9 am - noon

Check upcoming newsletters for further detail.

"Rooted, Inspired, Ready" General Assembly

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). Attendees
worship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the
Association through the democratic process. Naomi Klein is

this year's WARE Lecturer. She is a climate activist, an

author of On Fire: The (Burning) Case for a Green New ESESITIEEA BLYL

Deal.

See full details on GAs here and a video here. Anyone may JUNE 24.28, 2020
attend. Registration for adults is $400 through March 15.
Financial aid and volunteer opportunities are available.
Housing registration opens March 2. Check out UCE scholarships below!

UCE General Assembly Scholarships

What's Happening in Lifespan Religious Education?

This Sunday in Religious Education

This Sunday in Religious Education

During this experimental time of doing virtual
religion, let us remember that we are all doing our
best under unusual circumstances, that we need
VE o r e community now perhaps even more than ever
before, and that in this time we will gain new
wisdom and understanding of life’s precious gifts.

Be sure to join our virtual worship service at
11:15 am this Sunday. | am working on ideas for families to do RE together whenever it
fits into their schedule. Perhaps families who live near each other would like to join
together to do this? Feel free to reach out to one another! | will be sending out an email to
parents with details either Friday or Saturday, and if possible, will have it added to the
UCE website.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o2qdJ_gWo7MGSegDU1BOc_VXeCWZY4CaTeMH0DvpvyU/edit
https://www.uua.org/ga/program/contribute/proposing/general-assembly-theme-rooted-inspired-ready?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=54e93b8c-c316-4d31-958b-a60a2fad892f
https://vimeo.com/386281324?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=54e93b8c-c316-4d31-958b-a60a2fad892f
https://ucevanston.org/lifelong-learning-scholarships/

The 6th-8t" field trip to the Buddhist temple has been cancelled. The high school
youth will be meeting virtually at 11:15 am. The youth advisors will be emailing info on
this.

Forum Discussion Group has been cancelled.

Young Adult Group members are in conversation about whether or not to meet for lunch this
Sunday. Please check your email for updates.

If you haven't registered for RE yet, click the button below!

Register for RE Today!

Upcoming Programs and Events

Coming Up...
What Matters Most (End of Life Issues) Wednesday, Mar 18 — cancelled for now.

Radical Hospitality: Welcoming People Released From Prison — series cancelled due
to low enrollment and meeting logistics.

Calling all Youth!

Have you ever wanted to experience General Assembly? Every June, UUs A
from all over gather to vote on issues that matter, learn new things at a U U
variety of workshops, enjoy inspiring and rocking worship services, and EESNERAL
. EMBLY
hang out with other UU youth. JUNE 2428, 2020

Learn more about GA! UCE Scholarship Applications

Family Fun and Resources for March's Theme, Wisdom

§ou() Metery

Click here for ways to connect as a family to our faith!

Chalice Sparx Family Camp & Retreat for UUs

* Registration for this summer’s Chalice Sparx Family Camp
& Retreat for Unitarian Universalist families is now open.
Join us July 10-13 in Cassopolis, Michigan for an amazing
all-ages experience at lovely Camp Friedenswald in
southwestern Michigan -- only 90 miles from Chicago, 120
miles from Ann Arbor and 195 miles from Indianapolis.

Challcespal‘x At Chalice Sparx camp and retreat for families you will

UU FAMILY ™ "CAMP experience a truly multigenerational community. There are



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xx9XaVzG6BCFiD5P7mGL9HVq0hNpZvhDt9azbmqnuyM/edit
https://www.uua.org/ga
https://ucevanston.org/lifelong-learning-scholarships/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ja5oAHPu9-PBGtG6x08l9eEOK78dJAfXDKeXukYaJr8/edit

no camp counselors here to whisk away the children separate from their families. Here we
learn together, worship together and explore together in a community of all ages —
including elders who complete our multigenerational village. As an intentional UU
covenanted community, we are especially welcoming to Trans children, youth and their
families. Although we are a small growing camp, approximately half of the families who
come to Chalice Sparx camp each year are families with a child, youth or adult who is
trans or non-binary and families of color or families with a child of color/multiracial
represent 1/3 of our families each year at Chalice Sparx.

We also have fun together. Swimming, hiking or riding a wagon through the trails,
canoeing, archery, popcorn popped in a kettle over an open fire, and of course, S'mores

and singing camp songs.
Looking for Ways to Help?

If any of these opportunities spark your inner light, email
Kathy at kunderwood@ucevanston.org.

e Help with the Great Big RE Cleanup on Sunday, \m r%
March 29 at 12:30 pm.

e Help organize an outing to the local animal shelter l l
e Be a helper with the 2nd/3rd or 4th/5th grade room

Social Justice Opportunities

Men's Group Meeting Monday, March 16 - CANCELLED

UCE Men’s Group meeting on Monday, March 16 is cancelled due to the church closing.
This meeting has not been rescheduled yet, so please be on the look out for future
communications.

Current and former UCE Men's Group participants, please send in testimonies to John
Poust at poustus@hotmail.com. How would you characterize your experience? How has
the group been worthwhile in your life? What would you like others to know about the
Men's Group?

Vote with Viola Liuzzo!

Have hope! Record voter turn
i i out across the country
VOTE LOVE despite voter suppression
m UU The Vote m efforts! On March 25, 1965
Unitarian Universalist Viola
Liuzzo was murdered in

Alabama while helping
with voter rights activities. Bring her brave spirit with you and VOTE on March 17!

The lllinois primary is Tuesday, March 17. Polls will be open from 6 am to 7 pm.

To find our voting place:
¢ [f you live in Chicago, go to ChicagoElections.gov
e If you live in suburban Cook County, go to CookCountyClerk.com

Not registered to vote? No problem! You can register and vote on March 17. To register
and vote on March 17 you’ll need two pieces of identification, one of which must have your


http://www.chalicesparx.org
mailto:kunderwood@ucevanston.org
mailto:poustus@hotmail.com
https://chicagoelections.gov/en/home.html
https://cookcountyclerk.com

current address. For example, a valid driver’s license or state ID.

Your vote counts and is so important. Don’t forget to vote in ways that support our UU
values of respect for each person and our earth. Vote love!

Join members of the Immigration Solitary Team in

Immigration Lobbying in Springfield — We need you!
Springfield on Thursday, March 26 to lobby state
representatives to support legislation to protect

255
immigrants, refugees and undocumented individuals U

in our state. It's easy and effecti_ve! Buse,s will b_ring West Suburban Action Project
you back and forth from Sprlngfleld. You'll receive Proyecto de Accidn de los Suburbios del Oeste
training on what to say. You'll pair up with an

experienced staffer from our partner organization PASO — West Suburban Action Project
to visit your reps. We will be a part of a grassroots coalition of social justice and faith
based groups that will meet with legislators, advocate for specific laws and attend a

rally. Grassroots efforts have already resulted in a reduction of ICE arrests and stopped
large-scale arrests in the Chicago area. Please help us keep up the pressure. One day of
effort for us to promote a lifetime of safety for our siblings threatened every day by
discrimination and possible arrest and deportation! For more information and to register to
attend, contact MaryBeth Napier at mbnapier@comcast.net or 312-502-0525.

Social Justice Engagement at UCE with Rev. Kathleen McTigue

Whether you are part of the Social
Justice Council or a justice team,
whether you've participated in a social
justice action or simply want to learn how
we can more fully live our values of
justice, equity, and peace, join us for this
powerful workshop.

In a political climate hostile to human
rights, environmental protection, and
even to the truth, we want to show up and speak out in ways that will make a difference.
We need to practice articulating our justice concerns in a language deeply grounded in
our shared values. This workshop explores how we can better organize ourselves in order
to harness the power at the intersection of faith and justice and express the values of our
faith.

Saturday, April 4, 2020
Coffee and Continental breakfast served at 8:30am
Workshop at 9am-1pm with a light lunch

Please RSVP to the office admin@ucevanston.org or 847-864-1330

UCE Hosts Soup Kitchens - April 8, 15

UCE will host Soup Kitchens this year on Wednesday, April
8t Wednesday, April 15", Wednesday July 29t and
Wednesday, September23rd. We typically feed dinner to
about 100 people from Evanston and surrounding
communities and we provide them with a lunch to take away
as well. The soup kitchen leaders are making a concerted
effort this year to provide our guests with healthy food.
Please click on the link below to sign-up for helping with food,
set-up, serving, or clean-up. Contact Winnie Stevenson
(wstevenson4@gmail.com) or Maggie Weiss



mailto:mbnapier@comcast.net
mailto:admin@ucevanston.org
mailto:wstevenson4@gmail.com

(msmaggie6@comcast.net) with any questions. Thanks, as always, for your generosity!

Volunteer April 8th

Volunteer April 15th

Schedule for Rev. Eileen Wiviott & Rev. Karen Gustafson

Rev. Eileen Wiviott's office hours
UCE will be closed through Wednesday,
March 18.

Thursday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Friday: Writing Day (Offsite)
Saturday: By Appointment Only

Please contact Rev. Eileen via email
at ewiviott@ucevanston.org

Rev. Karen Gustafson will be with us
virtually from her home in Minnesota.

Due to the church closing, the transitions
opportunities will be cancelled this month.
Please see the message above from
Karen G. and the Transitions team.

Feel free to e-mail
kgustafson@ucevanston.org or call
(847) 864-1330 ext 111.

Learn more about the Interim!

Welcome to Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Scroll down for info on ongoing
programs and useful information. Can't find your answers here? Click the button below to

learn more on our website.

More things to know about our UCE community

Pathways to Membership

Introduction
introduction takes an in-depth look at our progressive
faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources,
and covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen approximately
every other month; the next date is Sunday, March 22,
12:30-2 pm, Rm 3. Childcare is available upon request.

to Unitarian Universalism: This

Journey Toward Membership: The Journey includes

the exploration of our spiritual lives and what it means to
be a member of an intentional community like the Unitarian Church of Evanston. Led by
Rev. Eileen; next meeting date Saturday May 9, 9 am to Noon, Rm 3. You can take this
class before or after you sign the book. Childcare available upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian Church
of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world? You are
encouraged to let Rev. Eileen know when you are ready to sign the membership book and

submit a pledge.

Our Giving House - March 2020

This month the Giving House will be collecting rain ponchos
and umbrellas for Connections for the Homeless. Your


mailto:msmaggie6@comcast.net
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generosity is always greatly appreciated!

Check out the Giving House Calendar 2019-2010.

Giving by Text is now possible for four areas:
Shared Plate Offering, Coffee & Bagels, Music Fund, UCE
Operating Fun, and Capital Campaign.

Send a text message to 312-584-9160 with the amount
you would like to contribute and the code for where you
would like it to go (e.g., 50 OFFERING). Valid codes

are OFFERING (Shared Plate Offering), PLEDGE (Pledge
Payment), CAP (Capital Campaign), MUSIC (music fund),
or BAGELS (coffee/bagels). Example text: 50

OFFERING (give $50 to the shared offering). If you forget
the funds, simply type in FUNDS and the list will pop up.

Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter
your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete,
you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. For future
giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You
can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Text giving is one of the fastest,
easiest ways to give. We hope you enjoy this new way to share your generosity, and we
thank you for supporting the church. To read more, click here. If you experience any
issues, contact Adam at agough@ucevanston.org.

Once you have completed this process successfully, you can save the number in your text
as UCE Donation and giving becomes one simple step.Please note: You can still pay for
Fair Trade Cart and Book H items at those locations on Sunday morning. Joan Retzloff
and Margaret Shaklee have an iPad and card reader for those accounts.

Brighten Sunday Service with Flowers and Light

UCE needs volunteers to bring flowers and light the
chalice during Sunday services. There are no sign ups for
the next few months. Do you have a special occasion
coming up? Do you have a holiday tradition that you are
grateful for? Are you just missing a bit of Spring and want
to share some hope and joy with the congregation?
Whatever your reason, big or small, we would love to have
you be a special part of one of UCE's Sunday services.
Bring the flowers and your words for the order of service
and we'll provide the rest.

Sign up on the button below. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jessica at
admin@ucevanston.org.

Sign up to bring flowers and light the chalice

Grief Support Group, every other Wednesdays @ 1 pm

Grief support group for those who have suffered a loss will be held every other
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Wednesday from 1pm to 2:30pm at the church in room 13. The group will meet next on
Wednesday, March 25. This group will be facilitated by Ellen Rieger, an experienced grief
therapist. This is a drop in group so no registration required but for questions contact Ellen
at ellenerieger@gmail.com

Zen and Alcoholism?
Zen and Eating Disorders?
Zen and Co-Dependence?
How about The Zen of Recovery?

The Thursday evening Addictions and Recovery group is exploring the book of that title by
Mel Ash. If you are interested and active in a program of recovery from one addictive issue
or other, (or would like to be), we would welcome you. We meet every Thursday evening,
7:15pm — 8:45pm, and will consider topics brought up in this book for as long as we find
our discussions interesting.

The books we have looked at so far have provided good topics for discussion for six
months to a year. This is the third book we have explored together, so we’ll probably find
another.

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm Rm 2 CANCELLED Mar 17
Saturday, 9:00 am Rm 2 CANCELLED Mar 14
Udumbara Buddhist Zen Community

All Welcome. For more information, click here.

Wednesdays at 9:30 am Rm 2 CANCELLED Mar
18

Yoga with Doug Erickson & Jessica Tomell-Presto
For more information, click here.

Thursdays at 5:30 pm Rm 2
Buddhist meditation with Andrea DeMers

2nd Saturday of each month at 9:30 am Rm 5 CANCELLED Mar 14
Art & Spirituality Space

March 21, 2020 at 1-3 pm - Rm 3 CANCELLED

Dances of Universal Peace has decided to cancel this event as a practice of social
distancing in order to reduce the spread of illnesses. Please be mindful of your health
during this time and be on the lookout for other dances later this year.

For more information, click here.

The Board of Trustees meets the third Thursday of every month.
The next meeting is on March 19, 7:00 pm in Room 6.

Questions for the board? Email BOT@ucevanston.org.

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to Member
Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education Group, and
the UCE Social Action Group?

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to each
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other. If you have an event you want members to know about, or have a cause you hope
to bring attention to, in addition to the newsletter and order of service, you can post to the
Facebook Group. Click the links above or search for the groups by name when you are on
Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

UCE Member to Member

Listen to Sermons Facebook Facebook Group
UCE Children and Youth UCE Social Action
Religious Education Facebook Group

Facebook Group
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