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UNITARIAN NEWS

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation

UCE will be closed through at least Tuesday, April 7

A virtual service will be held at 11:15 am this Sunday
Click here to view the virtual service.
Click here to join the virtual Coffee Hour after the service.

UCE Shared Offering Continues
During these times when we are holding our worship service online please continue to support
our shared offering. You can do these through "text to give" (instructions below), mail a check to
the office with shared offering in the memo line, or go to our website and hit "give" on the upper
right or click here. Staff will pick up mail from the post office once per week, so anything sent to
UCE by mail is secure. This Sunday's shared offering recipient is The Brennan Center (Click here
to learn more).

Click here for up to date information on UCE's COVID-19 response and virtual
resources.

Important News and Upcoming Events

All Church Zoom gatherings continue on Wednesday at 5:30 pm.
Please note the change from Thursday. Look out for the link in a separate email on
Wednesday morning.

From Rev. Karen Mooney, Congregational Life Director

There is an old saying that has been floating through
my conversations of late - "may you live in interesting
times." Oft ascribed to Chinese origin, this innocuous
saying is offered as a curse. A curse, because
interesting times are those when we find ourselves
devoid of peace and embattled by a calamity which
demands some change. It can feel accursed to
experience the change that has claimed the lives of
beloved friends and family; to know the fierce
accounting of how we show compassion and care as
we struggle to keep everyone safe. This change has
asked communities to be still. We do live in interesting
times but we know that calamity can be also a source
of transformative opportunity. A positive amidst this change is the the space that has been
bought for our earth to breath, with the carbon emissions down world wide...

Continue Reading
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From your Board President, Martha Holman

Dear Friends,

One thing | know is true is that we are all in this together. | am
listening to Yo Yo Ma right now and our home feels peaceful. But it
wasn’t peaceful when we found out about the death of our dear
friend and fellow congregant John. And it wasn’t peaceful when our
nephew Tyler called to say he had been exposed and had been
tested for the corona virus. It became more level and calm at our
place when Tyler called back this morning to say his test was
negative — great gratitude for that! And this roller coaster way of life
may continue for quite some time. We are all adjusting, making
different plans, working harder at staying grounded, centered...

Continue Reading

Remembering John LaPlante

Our beloved member, John LaPlante, passed on Saturday, March 21. He will be dearly
missed. We will keep you updated as we learn plans for his memorial service. WBEZ news
writer, Monica Eng, wrote a lovely article about John.

To read the article, click here.

Memorials

Please note, while lllinois is under a Stay-at-Home order, UCE will be closed for all
gatherings, including memorials. We are evaluating whether these memorials will be able
to proceed as planned. Some have already been postponed to a date to be determined.
Please check back for updates.

e Raissa Landor's memorial on Thursday, March 19 will be rescheduled for a later
date.

e We are celebrating the life of Sarah Kallick, beloved daughter of Bruce Kallick and
Claudia Dancing on a date to be determined. A beautiful life ended far too soon.

¢ Gini Sayad was a lifelong advocate for peace and justice and will be very dearly
missed by many in the congregation. Mark your calendar for Gini Sayad's Memorial
on Saturday, May 23rd at 1pm.

e Ann Peterson was diagnosed with cancer in December and maintained her
optimistic and fighting spirit until the very end. She was well-loved and surrounded
by the love of family and friends through it all. Mark your calendar for Ann
Peterson's Memorial on Sunday, May 31st at 3:30pm.

Message from the Pledge Drive Team

As we settle into our first week of sheltering in place, we've been

grateful for all of you in our UCE faith community and, especially,
our hardworking and compassionate staff. We hope you continue
to care for yourselves, and for family, friends, and neighbors. Be

sure to email Karen Mooney at pastoral.care@ucevanston.org if

you have any concerns to share.

We want to thank everyone who's already submitted a 2020-21
pledge form. And we also understand that this is something that
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may have slipped your mind during these uncertain and often upsetting times. Thank you
for taking a few moments to do so now! There are two ways to pledge:

1. Drop your completed paper pledge in the mail. Sandra Robinson is routinely
stopping by the Evanston post office to pick up the mail. (If you can't find your form,
you can download one here.)

2. Fill out the convenient online form. Use this link or reach the form directly from the
home page by clicking on "Pledge" at the far side of the blue navigation bar. Scroll
down to the bottom of the letter from the pledge team, and you'll see a link in a blue
box that says "Sign Your Pledge Form Online." (Here are a few tips on how to
complete it.)

Jessica Meis, our Communications Coordinator, is available to help you troubleshoot any
issues that may come up; she can be reached at admin@ucevanston.org.

Thank you for your financial generosity and support of our congregation.
Stay safe and be well.

Virtual Meeting Tools

Despite UCE's physical closure, many meetings can and are continuing online. Staff are
available to help with setting up virtual meetings and getting the word out to the
congregation. For more information on how to set up a digital meeting, click the button
below. Email Jessica Meis at admin@ucevanston.org to add your event to UCE's calendar
and to submit an article about your virtual meeting to the newsletter.

Learn more about how to host a virtual meeting!

UCE Rummage Sale - Postponed Indefinitely

This year's Rummage Sale will be postponed indefinitely. We will keep everyone updated
as we learn more about the trajectory of the COVID-19 pandemic. Stay home & stay safe!

"Rooted, Inspired, Ready" General Assembly

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). Attendees

worship, witness, learn, connect, and make policy for the

Association through the democratic process. Naomi Klein is

this year's WARE Lecturer. She is a climate activist, an

award-winning journalist and New York Times bestselling GEN E RAI_

aDl:atgl(,)r of On Fire: The (Burning) Case for a Green New ASSEMBLY

See full details on GAs here and a video here. Anyone may JUINE 24,28,2020

attend. Please note the UUA is still considering whether this
event can go on as planned, or if it will be moved to a virtual conference. Check out UCE

scholarships below!
UCE General Assembly Scholarships

What's Happening in Lifespan Religious Education?

This Sunday in Religious Education
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This Sunday in Religious Education
Join our virtual worship service at
11:15 am. Look for this week’s VirtUUal
RE session on the homepage of UCE’s
website, www.ucevanston.org. Your
. family can do this together at your own
, IVETREAHNSIIEEN  convenience any time this week. | am
el also posting ideas on the UCE Children
' W l S O m and Youth Facebook page, along with
o m T e some interactive things to share, so
look for that as well.

There will also be a virtual check-in and gathering on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm,
where folks can drop in to share what is happening in their lives and do an activity or read
a story. This week we will have virtual show and tell! Bring something that you made or
read this week that brought you joy or comfort. Look for the link in a separate email or on
the Facebook page. Hope to see you then!

Non-Fiction Book Group Digital Meeting

The non-fiction book group will meet via teleconferencing
on Sunday, March 29th to discuss this year's UUA
Common Read, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the
United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. We’ll meet at
9:30 am before the virtual service.

F THE
\TED STATES ¢

Join us using the 8x8.vc app. The meeting is at : &mstY 0
https://8x8.vc/ucenonfiction. You can connect via a L
computer browser at that url or download the 8x8 video
meetings app from the app store for use on a mobile
device and then join the meeting “ucenonfiction."

Those who have read all or part of either the adult or
young adult version of the book are encouraged to attend; we’d like to particularly invite
young people to join our discussion.

Calling all Youth!

A Have you ever wanted to experience General Assembly? Every June, UUs
UU from all over gather to vote on issues that matter, learn new things at a
GENERAL variety of workshops, enjoy inspiring and rocking worship services, and

%?ESZEQ?E% hang out with other UU youth.

Learn more about GA! UCE Scholarship Applications

Family Fun and Resources for March's Theme, Wisdom

§ou( Maltery

Click here for ways to connect as a family to our faith!
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Midwest UU Summer Camp

MUUSA is an intergenerational camp experience for fun, fellowship, and
personal growth. This year's theme is “To Breathe on Purpose” with /-
guest Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout. Enjoy nature, an art fair, a 5K walk/run,

music, and more!
Chalice Sparx Family Camp & Retreat for UUs

Registration for this summer’s Chalice Sparx Family Camp
& Retreat for Unitarian Universalist families is now open.
Join us July 10-13 in Cassopolis, Michigan for an amazing
all-ages experience at lovely Camp Friedenswald in
southwestern Michigan -- only 90 miles from Chicago, 120
miles from Ann Arbor and 195 miles from Indianapolis.

¥ < ! X
(hallcesparx At Chalice Sparx camp and retreat for families you will

UU FAMILY ™ "CAMP experience a truly multigenerational community. There are
no camp counselors here to whisk away the children

separate from their families. Here we learn together, worship together and explore
together in a community of all ages — including elders who complete our multigenerational
village. As an intentional UU covenanted community, we are especially welcoming to
Trans children, youth and their families. Although we are a small growing camp,
approximately half of the families who come to Chalice Sparx camp each year are families
with a child, youth or adult who is trans or non-binary and families of color or families with
a child of color/multiracial represent 1/3 of our families each year at Chalice Sparx.

>ncc

We also have fun together. Swimming, hiking or riding a wagon through the trails,
canoeing, archery, popcorn popped in a kettle over an open fire, and of course, S'mores

and singing camp songs.
Learn More!

Camp Marwood - Midwest Unitarian Universalist Youth Camp (MUUYC)

Camp Marwood - Midwest Unitarian
Universalist Youth Camp (MUUYC),
also known as "Marwood" is a 50
plus years old not-for-profit “rites-
of-passage" junior/senior high
summer camp designed for youth
to attend for 4 consecutive years beginning as they enter 7th grade. Marwood creates a
culture with values that we believe are the most important qualities and behaviors to
actively demonstrate and live. These values, expressed in the Unitarian-Universalist
covenant, guide and form the development of learning processes in our courses and

various camp programs.
Find out more!

22\ MARWOOD

e/

Looking for Ways to Help?

If you have any ideas for virtual Lifespan Religious Education that spark your inner light,


https://www.muusa.org
http://www.chalicesparx.org
https://www.muuyc.org/camp-2020.html

email Kathy at kunderwood@ucevanston.org.

Social Justice & Volunteer Opportunities

How can you help your UCE Community?

Many of you have asked what you can do to help some of our older members who are at
risk or others who might need assistance. Again, there is a team of people coordinating
this led by Rev. Karen Mooney (pastoral.care@ucevanston.org) and member, Ellie
Feddersen (elliefeddersen@gmail.com). Please contact either of them to offer your help
and we can add you to a list of people willing to buy and drop off groceries or meds. When
helping members of our congregation, it is important to practice good hygiene by washing
your hand if dropping off supplies (before and after); do not help if you are sick; practice
physical distancing (drop off supplies reducing physical contact).

Click here for additional tips.

Young and Healthy UUs Consider Donating Blood

For those who are younger and healthy, consider donating blood as often blood supplies
can be reduced in times of crisis.

Pandemic Breeds Greater Need for Justice

Due to the harsh environment, fear, and very real health risks, most of us are settled

into staying at home except for essential needs. We are staying connected to the light of
our UCE faith virtually, and staying connected to relatives and friends the same way. AND,
we are still doing what we can to be kind and thoughtful, to continue to actively help those
who live on the margins, and to reach out to those who are most vulnerable right now.

Even though we are living through a pandemic, UCE social action work continues. Here
are some of the ways to offer support:
e Tell Congress: Include Immigrant Families in COVID-19 Stimulus Package
NOW! Click here for a Google form.
¢ [f you are medical professional: contact ICE representatives about equitable health
and financial support. Ask medical representatives to sign on to this Open Letter.
¢ Join lllinois Prison Project and Restore Justice lllinois to ask Cook County States
Attorney Kimberly Foxx for decarceration for Cook County. Click here for a Google

form.

e Support Paid Sick Leave for All-- lllinois has no state paid leave policy and 1.5
million workers in lllinois have no right to a single paid sick day. Click here for an
online form.

e \olunteer at Connections for the Homeless sites. Learn more here.

Click here to read what UCE is doing these days to make the world whole?

#VoteLove

If you have voter postcards for

i Wisconsin, please mail them by April
VOTE LOVE 1st. UCE has already completed 1,647+
‘!E! UU The Vote ‘!E! postcards! Thank you for your support

of this project. You are living your UU
values. Thank you!
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During this stressful and sad time, working for justice doesn’t end and can actually help lift
our spirits knowing that we continue to live our UU values and can stay connected to
meaningful and important “soul work.”

Here are three local Indivisible groups who continue to be very active during this COVID-
19 crisis. Subscribe to their newsletters to find many activities for get out the vote, support
for candidates who share UU values (as a church we can’t endorse anyone but we can
assist any candidate as an individual), ways of advocating for critical healthcare needs,
and places to contribute money or talent to support others through this pandemic.

1. Indivisible Chicago
2. Indivisible IL9
3. Indivisible Evanston

Participating in some of these efforts is an effective way to experience that we truly are not
alone. You can continue to make a difference and make valuable contributions to help
others get through this national emergency. And soon look for a messages about our next
UCE postcard campaign!

Take care of your heart and health. Hold each other in light and love. Let's tend the fires of
justice together!

UCE Giving House

With UCE's current closure, donations to UCE's giving house L
can not be collected in the building. Don't worry! You can still LD o =
send them directly to Connections for the Homeless at 2121
Dewey Ave., Evanston 60201, or brought in Monday through
Friday from 9:30am to 4:00pm.

In this rainy weather, ponchos and umbrellas are especially
needed, but any items on the calendar are welcome at any
time. Some people like to order from Amazon and have things
delivered, and this works out well. Your generosity is always
greatly appreciated!

Check out the Giving House Calendar 2019-2010.

UCE Hosts Soup Kitchens - April 8, 15

UCE will host Soup Kitchens this year on Wednesday, April
8t Wednesday, April 15", Wednesday July 29t and
Wednesday, September 23rd. We are evaluating whether
UCE will be able to host Soup Kitchens as planned.
Please check back for updates.

We typically feed dinner to about 100 people from Evanston
and surrounding communities and we provide them with a
lunch to take away as well. The soup kitchen leaders are
making a concerted effort this year to provide our guests with
healthy food. Please click on the link below to sign-up for helping with food, set-up,
serving, or clean-up. Contact Winnie Stevenson (wstevenson4@gmail.com) or Maggie
Weiss (msmaggie6@comcast.net) with any questions. Thanks, as always, for your
generosity!

Volunteer April 8th Volunteer April 15th

#VoteLove Deep Canvassing Training
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#VOTELOVE

DEEP CANVASSINGTRAINING

Hosted by UUANI

SATURDAY’s * 9:30 - 11:30 am

April 25% | May 2" | May 9% | May 30t

Olivia Chow, founder of the Institute for Change Leadership, leads
deep canvassing training, embodying the spirit of the UU The
Vote/Vote Love initiative. Fora small of $20 fee, that can be waived,
attendees will learn to engage in one-on-one conversations with
people in their communities about issues that matter most. Workshop
attendees will:

* Develop skills to tell compelling stories and motivate others
* Learn and practice deep canvassing to engage voters

Curriculum based on teachings of Harvard University Professor Marshall Ganz, advisor to
President Obama's 2008 Presidential campaign and veteran of Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee and United Farm Worker campaigns

These techniques are ones that can translate easily to conversations via phone, video
conferencing or face to face. We will discuss how to effectively phone bank as well as how

to do door to door conversations.
Register Today

How to get in touch with UCE's reverends

Rev. Eileen Wiviott will not  Rev. Karen Gustafson will be Rev. Karen Mooney will not

hold office hours this month, with us virtually from her hold office hours this month,
but she will be available home in Minnesota. but she will be available
virtually. virtually.

Due to the church closing,
Please contact Rev. Eileen the transitions opportunities  Please contact Rev. Karen

via email will be cancelled this month. Mooney via email
at ewiviott@ucevanston.or at kmooney@ucevanston.
g Feel free to e-mail org
kgustafson@

ucevanston.org

Learn more about the Interim.

Welcome to Our Community

Interested in knowing more about UCE? How to submit something to Joys and Sorrows?
How to get a nametag, or a rainbow or pronoun sticker for your nametag? Interested in
bringing flowers and lighting the chalice on a Sunday? Scroll down for info on ongoing
programs and useful information. Can't find your answers here? Click the button below to
learn more on our website.
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More things to know about our UCE community

Pathways to Membership

Introduction to Unitarian Universalism: This
introduction takes an in-depth look at our progressive
faith, including Unitarian Universalist principles, sources,
and covenant. Offered by Rev. Eileen approximately
every other month; the next date is Sunday, May 31,
12:30-2 pm, Location TBD. Childcare is available upon
request.

Journey Toward Membership: The Journey includes

the exploration of our spiritual lives and what it means to be a member of an intentional
community like the Unitarian Church of Evanston. Led by Rev. Eileen; next meeting date
Saturday May 9, 9 am to Noon, Location TBD. You can take this class before or after
you sign the book. Childcare available upon request.

Invitation to Membership: Are you ready to join the membership of the Unitarian Church
of Evanston and make a financial pledge to the work of this church in the world? You are
encouraged to let Rev. Eileen know when you are ready to sign the membership book and
submit a pledge.

Giving By Text at UCE

Giving by Text is now possible for four areas:
Shared Plate Offering, Coffee & Bagels, Music Fund, UCE
Operating Fun, and Capital Campaign.

Send a text message to 312-584-9160 with the amount
you would like to contribute and the code for where you
would like it to go (e.g., 50 OFFERING). Valid codes

are OFFERING (Shared Plate Offering), PLEDGE (Pledge
Payment), CAP (Capital Campaign), MUSIC (music fund),
or BAGELS (coffee/bagels). Example text: 50

OFFERING (give $50 to the shared offering). If you forget
the funds, simply type in FUNDS and the list will pop up.

Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter
your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete,
you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. For future
giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You
can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Text giving is one of the fastest,
easiest ways to give. We hope you enjoy this new way to share your generosity, and we
thank you for supporting the church. To read more, click here. If you experience any
issues, contact Adam at agough@ucevanston.org.

Once you have completed this process successfully, you can save the number in your text
as UCE Donation and giving becomes one simple step.Please note: You can still pay for
Fair Trade Cart and Book H items at those locations on Sunday morning. Joan Retzloff
and Margaret Shaklee have an iPad and card reader for those accounts.

Grief Support Group

Grief support group for those who have suffered a loss will be facilitated by Ellen Rieger,
an experienced grief therapist. No registration is required. If you are interested in attending
virtual meetings or have general questions, contact Ellen at ellenerieger@gmail.com.

Opportunities For Virtual Spiritual Practice
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Udumbara Buddhist Zen Community
Check out their website and Facebook for
updates and virtual offerings.

All Welcome. For more information, click here.

Yoga with Doug Erickson &

Jessica Tomell-Presto

Wednesdays at 9:30 am (Virtual 8x8 Meeting)
Go to https://meetings.8x8.com and enter the
meeting ID: uceyoga

For more information, click here.

Buddhist meditation with Andrea DeMers
Thursdays at 5:30 pm via Zoom
Email Andrea at ademers99@gmail.com for the link if you are interested in joining.

The Board of Trustees meets the third Thursday of every month.
The next virtual meeting is on April 16 at 7:00 pm.

Questions for the board? Email BOT@ucevanston.org.

Did you know that, in addition to the UCE Facebook Page, there are
three UCE groups that members can join - the UCE Member to Member
Group, the UCE Children and Youth Religious Education Group, and
the UCE Social Action Group?

These are closed groups that allow members to post directly to each

other. If you have an event you want members to know about, or have a
cause you hope to bring attention to, in addition to the newsletter and order of service, you
can post to the Facebook Group. Click the links below or search for the groups by name
when you are on Facebook and ask to join.

Quick Links

ucevanston.org Calendar Upcoming Worship Services

UCE Member to Member

Listen to Sermons Facebook Facebook Group
UCE Children and Youth UCE Social Action
Religious Education Facebook Group

Facebook Group
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