
ANTI-SLAVERY TIMELINE 

1807 – Britain abolishes the slave trade 

1808 – US Congress abolishes slave trade 

1828 – NY State abolishes slavery 

1829 – David Walker’s Appeal 

1830 – Jamaica rebellion 

1831 – The Liberator, Garrison 

 Nat Turner rebellion, VA  

1832 – MA Anti-Slavery Society 

1833 – LM Child, Appeal . . .Citizens Called Africans 

1833 – British Slave Abolition Act 

1835 – Anti-Abolitionist Riots in US cities 

1835 – WE Channing, Slavery 

1836 – Republic of Texas formed 

1837 – Elijah Lovejoy murder, Alton, IL 

1838 – Frederick Douglass in New Bedford 

1839 – Cherokee “Trail of Tears” 

TRANSCENDENTALISM TIMELINE 

1804 – Death of Immanuel Kant 

1817-22 – FH Hedge in Germany; WEC sermon, 1819 

1824 – William Emerson at Tubingen 

1825 – American Unitarian Association formed  

ST Coleridge, Aids to Reflection 

1826 – Karl Follen begins teaching at Harvard 

 WE Channing, “Likeness to God” 

1828 – EP Peabody, “transcendental” in essay of Bible  

1829 – Aids to Reflection, US edition 

1832 – RW Emerson resigns his pastorate, goes to Europe 

1835 – Follen fired at Harvard 

1836 – Transcendental Circle formed; Harvard 200th  

 Emerson publishes Nature 

1837 – Emerson, “The American Scholar” 

1838 – Emerson, “Divinity School Address” 

1840 – MF’s Conversations; end of Trans. C.; the Dial 



1841 – “His Accidency” President John Tyler 

1844 – JQ Adams, end of “Gag Rule”’ 

 Election of James K. Polk – “manifest destiny”  

1846 – Mexican War and Wilmot Proviso 

1847 – F Douglass starts The North Star, breaks with WLG 

1848 – End of Mexican War; Free Soil Party; Seneca Falls 

1849 – Gold discovered in California 

1850 – Compromise admits CA, passes Fugitive Slave Act 

1852 – HB Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

1854 – Rendition of Anthony Burns, Boston   

 Passage of Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 Formation of Republican Party 

    

1855-6 “Bleeding Kansas”; Sacking of Lawrence 

1857 – Dred Scott decision: slaves not citizens but property 

1858 – Lincoln-Douglas Debates in Illinois 

1859 – John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry; hung for treason 

1860 – 4 way Pres. Election, A. Lincoln wins  

1861 – Secession; Ft. Sumter; outbreak of Civil War 

1841 – Ch. Disciples, Brook Farm; RWE Essays, 1st Series 

 T. Parker, “The Transient and the Permanent”  

1843 – M. Fuller, “The Great Lawsuit” 

1845 – MF, Woman in the 19th Century; TP and 28th C. Soc. 

 

1846-7 – Thoreau at Walden Pond: Lewis Hayden try-out 

            Anti-Slavery Petition by 170 Unitarian ministers (JFC) 

 Fire ends Brook Farm; MF in Europe; revs of 1848 

 

1849 – Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience”; JFC to PA  

1850 – Rescues of Crafts, Shadrack Minkins; Failed rescue of 

Thomas Sims, 1851. Women’s Rights Conv., Worcester 

School segregation in Boston upheld; Robt. Morris 

 

1854 – Thoreau publishes Walden 

 Know Nothing Party sweeps Mass.  

 

1855 – Whitman, Leaves of Grass 

 TW Higginson marries Lucy Stone, Henry Blackwell 

 

1856 – Beating of Sen. Charles Sumner in the U.S. Senate 

 RWE, English Traits 

 

1858-9 -- “The Secret Six” support John Brown 

 TWH, “Ought Women Learn the Alphabet”?  

 

1860 – John Albion Andrew leads MA Republicans; Governor  

 

1861 – War cause: Union, or Emancipation?    


