
UCE Guidelines for Building Use Updated May 1, 2022  

The COVID Task Force, which includes ministers, staff, board leaders and medical 
professionals, has been reviewing our procedures and practices around in-person 
gatherings at the Unitarian Church of Evanston and mitigating risks of Covid-19. Our 
guidelines are based on recommendations and advice from the World Health 
Organization, Center for Disease Control, Illinois and Evanston Health Departments, 
Unitarian Universalist Association, local UU and non-UU churches. In presenting and 
modifying guidelines, we remain aware of the need to be responsive to the changing 
landscape of the pandemic. Throughout the pandemic, we have held the wishes of the 
congregation to be in each other’s presence, to maintain robust online options, and 
uphold clear safety measures to keep everyone connected and safe.  

Our general principles:  

●  Inclusivity and justice: We will not exclude people and will take special care 
that equity and anti-oppression are centered in our decision-making.  

●  Safety: We will prioritize keeping our people and the community safe. We will 
take measures to prevent community spread.  

●  Community is vital: We value our community and being together. We prioritize 
inclusion and safety while finding a variety of ways to gather.  

●  Pro -science: We support vaccination and the wearing of masks by those who 
are able as a scientific, reasonable, and loving decision. You protect yourself and 
others. We believe that vaccines are effective and trust the scientists who have 
worked on them.  

We pledge that we will be transparent, responsive, and deliberate about how we 
go about this. Our public health officials have said that as we begin to have some 
in-person offerings, we have to be prepared to shift back to all virtual if conditions 
change. But in the same vein we will “Go slow and be flexible” as we lift 
restrictions.  

We monitor data from the Covid Act Now site: https://covidactnow.org/us/illinois-
il/county/cook_county/.  

We are also monitoring Evanston’s Covid Tracker:  

https://evanston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/5290c3e6b4084c83b 
a4aa9e7d70ff3e7  

If the measures of Covid-19 transmission in our community change, or if we have 
reason to be concerned about transmission at UCE, worship services may return to 
livestream for a period of two weeks or more.  



In all cases, we will continue to follow the advice of the IDPH and CDC as the conditions 
of the Covid-19 pandemic evolve.  

As guidance about quarantine and isolation continues to evolve, if you contract Covid, 
have a positive test (with or without symptoms), or close contact with someone who has 
tested positive for Covid, please consult the Illinois Department of Public Health for 
guidance on quarantine/isolation: 

Masks:  

We will continue to require all people above the age of 2 to wear masks when inside the 
UCE building until May 1st. Beginning May 1st, masks will be optional for small groups 
and rentals. For small, UCE groups, please establish consent among the group to 
ensure that each person feels comfortable being indoors without masks. If one person 
requests the group remain masked, respect that and comply.  

Masks will continue to be mandatory for Sunday morning worship and Faith Formation 
until after June 5th. At that time, masks may become optional, unless the pandemic 
numbers dramatically increase or guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health 
changes. Please be respectful to those who wear a mask for any reason. 

Well-fitting medical grade, KN95/KF94, or multiple-layer cloth masks with inserted 
filters, are highly recommended.  

People with any COVID or flu-like symptoms should worship online, and not in person. 
We may adjust these requirements based on CDC and IDPH guidance.  

Children and Youth Programming:  

If the weather cooperates, children’s programs may meet outside. Vaccines are 
required for volunteers who work with children.  

Proof of vaccination:  

Our community has an expectation that everyone who can get vaccinated will get 
vaccinated. We will not be verifying vaccination status, but we covenant to care for 
ourselves and others. 

As a community that values inclusion and collective care, we will not be creating in-
person situations that inadvertently exclude those at higher risk, or create situations that 
force those at higher risk to publicly identify themselves. Our decision-making must 
center the needs of the most vulnerable. We will only require proof of vaccination for 
volunteers working with children.  

Special Music and Song:  

https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/quarantine-guidance.html#:~:text=Stay%20home%20and%20away%20from,others%20at%20home%2C%20if%20possible.
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/quarantine-guidance.html#:~:text=Stay%20home%20and%20away%20from,others%20at%20home%2C%20if%20possible.
https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/quarantine-guidance.html#:~:text=Stay%20home%20and%20away%20from,others%20at%20home%2C%20if%20possible.


Choir will return to singing live on April 17th, 2022. They will remain masked while 
singing through this church year. 

Hymn Singing:  

Experts consulted by the UUA advise that the simultaneous presence of any three out 
of these four factors creates an adequately safe environment for singing during the 
pandemic:  

●  Excellent ventilation: You are singing outdoors, or you are singing indoors in 
a space with excellent ventilation (20 liters/min/person or >5 ACH.)  

●  High quality masks: Well-fitting medical grade, KN95/KF94, or multiple-layer 
cloth with inserted filters, are highly recommended.  

●  Distance: You have at least six feet between participants who are not in the 
same household.  

●  Duration of no more than 30 minutes of continual singing. 
 

Kinship Time (formerly called Coffee Hour):  

Beverages and individually wrapped food will be allowed inside and outside for 
the 20-minute Kinship Time beginning March 27, 2022. We encourage 
individuals participating in Kinship Time to keep their masks on except when 
actively eating and drinking and to remain six feet apart from others who are not 
in the same household. 
 

Meetings:  

Congregational meetings should be multi-platform if meeting in-person, meaning that 
individuals can choose to join via Zoom as well as in-person. Technology has been 
upgraded in many of the meeting rooms and we will continue to work towards improving 
this technology.  

Room occupancy will be based on room size and ability to safely distance. These 
numbers are based on non-related adults in the room. Please schedule your meetings 
through Jessica Meis at admin@ucevanston.org. It is helpful to fill out a Room and 
Publicity Request form.  

Room 2: 12  
Room 3: 30  
Room 5: 12  
Room 6: 25  



Room 8: 10  
Room 12: 10  
Room 13: 12  
Sanctuary: 200  
 

COVID-19 community mitigation protocols:  

Mask – We are a mask-compliant community. Masks will become optional for small 
groups (according to room capacity listed above) and for rentals beginning May 1st. 
Masks will remain mandatory when inside the building, for everyone over the age of 2 
years, on Sundays for worship and Faith Formation. Masks should be snug-fitting mask 
and worn over the mouth and nose. 

Social Distance – We have a consent culture. As we greet each other, we will respect 
each other’s personal space, maintain physical distance, and establish mutual consent 
before making contact (i.e. handshake). You are also invited to add one of the available 
colored stickers to your nametag to indicate if you are open to hugs (green), prefer 
elbow bumps (yellow), or need to maintain some physical distance (red).  

Hand Washing – We will wash our hands for at least 20 seconds.  

Vaccination – If we are able to get vaccinated, we will get vaccinated.  

Illness - If you or a member of your household are not feeling well (fever, cough, 
headache, difficulty breathing, loss of taste or smell, etc.) do not come to in-person 
worship or meetings at UCE. Take care of yourself and talk to your doctor.  


