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Americanah Adiche,Chuimamanda 2013 477 F Cultural, Feminism

Ifemelu leaves her home in Nigeria and despite 
her academic success and self assurance, finds 
what it is like to be Black in America today. Very 

funny.

Yes

The New Jim Crow: Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of 

Colorblindness
Alexander, Michelle 2010 312 N History

"Michelle Alexandeer argues that we hove not 
ended racial caste in America, we have 

redesigned it.We are challenged to place mass 
incarceration at the forefront of the racial 

justice movement today"

Yes

White Rage Anderson, Carol 2016 246 N History
Historian Carol Anderson chronicles the 

powerful forces opposed to Black progress in 
the United States.

Yes

Amazing Peace Angelou, Maya 2005 32 N Poetry
A deeply moving poem for Christmas read by 

Angelou at the National Christmas Tree lighting 
in 2005

No

A Song Flung Up to Heaven Angelou, Maya 2002 224 N Autobiography
Autobiography that describes her work with 

Malcolm X, Martin Luther King and James 
Baldwin.

No

All God's Children Need 
Travelling Shoes

Angelou, Maya 1986 209 N Autobiography
The story of her time in Ghana as a member of a 

colony of Black American expatriates.
No

I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings

Angelou, Maya 1969 289 N Autobiography
The first volume of her autobiography about her 
sometimes traumatic life between the ages of 

three and sixteen.
No

Wouldn't Take Nothin for My 
Journey Now

Angelou, Maya 1997 127 N Autobiography

A book about "being a woman, about living well, 
about the power of the word, and about the 

power to of spirituality to move and shape your 
life."

No

Hate Hurts: How Children Learn 
and Unlearn Prejudice

Anti-Defamation 
League

2000 352 N Parenting
"The definitive book for parents and children on 

confronting and conquering bias and 
encouraging appreciation for our differences."

Yes

Blues for Mister Charlie Baldwin, James 1964 158 F Play

Loosely based on the murder of Emmet Till, this 
play focuses on the trial of a white murderer  in 
Mississippi and exposes racial bigotry and the 

flaws in the justice system.

Yes

Go Tell It On The Mountain Baldwin, James 1953 256 F Semi Autobiographical

"Baldwin’s story illuminates the racism his 
characters face as well as the double-edged role 
religion plays in their lives, both oppressive and 

inspirational. "

No

The Fire Next Time Baldwin, James 1963 106 Autobiography

"At once a powerful evocation of James 
Baldwin’s early life in Harlem and a disturbing 

examination of the consequences of racial 
injustice, the book is an intensely personal and 

provocative document. "

Yes
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Slaves in the Family Ball, Edward 1998 505 N History

Ball reveals his family's history of slave 
ownership in South Carolina through interviews 

with slave decendents and family records. A 
powerful picture of slave culture in the South.

Yes

The Third Reconstruction Barber, Rev. Wm J 2016 151 N Social Justice/ Politics

"The Third Reconstruction is both a blueprint for 
activism at the state level and an inspiring call to 

action from the twenty-first century’s most 
effective grassroots organizer."

Yes

Friends Disappear Barr, Mary 2014 304 N Sociology/History

"This book examines the differences that race, 
class, and gender can make, by focusing on the 
life stories of thirteen individuals, all of whom 

call Evanston their hometown. "

Yes

Birth of a White 
Nation (video/book) The 

Invention of white people and 
its relevance today

Battalora, Jacqueline 2013 155 N Race/History
How it is that "white people" did not exist as a 
concept before 1691 and what happened then

No

Charged: The New Movement to 
Transform American 

Prosecution and End Mass 
Incarceration

Bazelon, Emily 2019 409 N Policing/Prisons

Bazelon tells the stories of real people as she 
argues that the current influence of prosecutors 

in our judicial  system has led to mass 
incarceration and needs to shift toward mercy 

and justice.

No

The Sellout Beatty, Paul 2016 228 F Race Relations
A biting satire about a young man's isolated 

upbringing and the race trial that sends him to 
the Supreme Court.

Yes

Gospel Choirs:Psalms of Survival 
for an Alien Land Called Home

Bell, Derrick 1997 240 N
Racism/Essays and 

Parables

"Through allegorical stories and fictional 
encounters, dreams, and dialogues, it presents 
fresh perspectives on the different issues that 

concern Blacks" and the Gospel songs that 
express them.

Yes

Many Thousands Gone Berlin, Ira 2000 512 N History

"Berlin demonstrates that the meaning of 
slavery and of race itself was continually 

renegotiated and redefined, as the nation 
lurched toward political and economic 
independence and grappled with the 

Enlightenment ideals that had inspired its birth."

No

Slavery By Another Name: The 
Re-Enslavement of Black 

Americans from the Civil War to 
World War II

Blackman, Douglas 2008 468 N History

"A precise and eloquent work that examines a 
deliberate system of racial suppression and that 

rescues a multitude of atrocities from virtual 
obscurity."

No

Frederick Douglass: Prophet of 
Freedom

Blight, David W. 2018 764+ N Biography

Using materials not previously available, very 
comprehensive telling of the life of the very 

complex former slave who became one of the 
most important abolitionists, and founder of the 

nations's "second republic."

Yes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riVAuC0dnP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riVAuC0dnP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riVAuC0dnP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riVAuC0dnP4
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American Prophet: W.E.B. 
DuBois

Blum, Edward J 2007 273 N Biography

"This book is a marvelous probing into the 
unknown and unexplored dimension of the 

great W. E. B. Du Bois's life and work: his self-
styled religious and spiritual temperament.

Yes

Racism without Racists: Color-
Blind Racism and the Peristence 
of Racial Inequality in America

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo 5th Ed 2017 376 N Race Relations

Mostly through interviews, shows the full-blown 
arsenal of arguments, phrases, and stories that 

whites use to account for—and ultimately 
justify—racial inequalities.

Yes

At Canaan's Edge Branch, Taylor 2007 1056 N History

"At Canaan's Edge: America in the King Years 
1965-1968 is the final book in the Pulitzer prize-

winning trilogy by Taylor Branch. This book 
focuses on the years, 1965 through 1968 in 

America, a time of marked social and political 
unrest as Martin Luther King continues to 
maintain non-violence in the Civil Rights 

Movement."

Yes

Parting the Waters Branch, Taylor 1988 1062 N History

"First of a 3-volume social history, Parting the 
Waters profiles the key players & events that 
helped shape the American social landscape 

following WWII but before the civil-rights 
movement of the 60s reached its climax. "

Yes

Pillar of Fire Branch, Taylor 1998 768 N History

"In the second volume of his three-part history, 
a monumental trilogy that began with Parting 

the Waters, winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the 
National Book Critics Circle Award, Taylor 

Branch portrays the Civil Rights Movement at its 
zenith, recounting the climactic struggles as they 

commanded the national stage. "

Yes

Early Black American Writers 
(Black Rediscovery)

Brawley, Benjamin ed. 1970 305 N Anthology

From the earliest published work in 1761 
through the Civil War years, this informative 

anthology provides a valuable overview of Black 
literature during the period.

Yes

Selected Poems Brooks, Gwendolyn 2006 127 N Poetry
Selected Poems is the classic volume by the 

distinguished and celebrated poet Gwendolyn 
Brooks, winner of the 1950 Pulitzer Prize.

Yes

The Yellow House Broom, Sarah M. 2020 376 N Memoir
Growing up in New Orleans and fleeing 

Hurricane Katrina.
No

Manchild in the Promised Land Brown, Claude 1965 416 N Autobiographical

This thinly fictionalized account of Claude 
Brown's childhood as a hardened, streetwise 

criminal trying to survive the toughest streets of 
Harlem has been heralded as the definitive 

account of everyday life for the first generation 
of African Americans raised in the Northern 

ghettos of the 1940s and 1950s.

Yes
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Becoming Ms. Burton: From 
Prison to Recovery to Leading 

the Fight for Incarcerated 
Women

Burton,Susan& Lynn 
Carl

2017 228 N Memoir

One woman’s remarkable odyssey from tragedy 
to prison to recovery—and recognition as a 
leading figure in the national justice reform 

movement

Yes

Kindred (graphic novel) Butler, Octavia 2017 255 F Slavery

The visionary time-travel classic whose Black 
female hero is pulled through time to face the 
horrors of American slavery and explores the 

impacts of racism, sexism, and white supremacy 
then and now.

Yes

Parable of the Sower (graphic 
novel)

Butler, Octavia 2020 281 F Dystopian Fiction

The graphic-novel adaptation of Octavia E. 
Butler’s groundbreaking dystopian 

novel, Parable of the Sower, the follow-up 
to Kindred,

Yes

Black Ice Cary, Lorene 1992 256 N Memoir

Like any good student, Cary was determined to 
succeed.  But she was also determined to 

succeed without selling out.  This wonderfully 
frank and perceptive memoir describes the 

perils and ambiguities of that double role, in 
which failing calculus and winning a student 

election could both be interpreted as betrayals 
of one's skin.

Yes

It's Being Done Chenoweth, Karin 2007 227 N Education

This straightforward and inspiring book takes 
readers into schools where educators believe—

and prove—that all children, even those 
considered “hard-to-teach,” can learn to high 

standards.

Yes

Water Dancer Coates, Ta Nehisi 2019 416 F Slavery
Part magical realism, part history and the 

psychological effects of slavery
Yes

Between the World and Me Coates, Ta Nehisi 2015 215 N Memoir

Beautifully woven from personal narrative, 
reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally 

charged reportage, Between the World and 
Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly 

confronts our present, and offers a 
transcendent vision for a way forward.

Yes

We Were Eight Years in Power Coates, Ta Nehisi 2017 367 N Politics

Coates powerfully examines the events of the 
Obama era from his intimate and revealing 

perspective--the point of view of a young writer 
who begins the journey in an unemployment 
office in Harlem and ends it in the Oval Office, 

interviewing a president.

No
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Some of My Best Friends are 
Black: The Strange Story of 

Integration in America
Colby, Tanner 2012 316 N Racism

The bleak fact is that black people and white 
people in the United States don’t spend much 

time together—at work, school, church, or 
anywhere. Tanner Colby, himself a child of a 

white-flight Southern suburb, set out to discover 
why.

No

Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist 
Discovers Her Superpower

Cooper, Brittney 2018 288 N Memoir
"Home girl and hand grenade"  "key to 

understanding intersectionality"
No

Towards the Other America:
Anti-Racist Resources for White 
People Taking Action for Black 

Lives Matter

Crass, Chris 2015 196 N Social Action

This is a call to action to end white silence and a 
manual on how to do it. In addition to his own 
soul-searching essays and practical organizing 

advice in his “notes to activists," Chris Crass lifts 
up the voices of longtime white anti-racist 

leaders organizing in white communities for 
Black Lives Matter.

Yes

Towards Collective Liberation: 
Anti-Racist Organizing, Feminist 
Praxis, and Movement Building 

Strategy

Crass, Chris 2013 300 N Social Action

Organized into four sections, this collection of 
essays is geared toward activists engaging with 

the dynamic questions of how to create and 
support effective movements for visionary 

systemic change. These essays and interviews 
present powerful lessons.

Yes

White Fragility: Why It is So 
Hard for White People to Talk 

About Racism
D'Angelo, Robin 2020 192 N Racism

All the ways we have been conditioned to not 
see whiteness and privilege

Yes

Brother, I'm Dying Danticat, Edwidge 2007 288 N Memoir

Danticat tells of staying in Haiti with her uncle as 
a young child when her parents left for America 
then joining them years later and fearing for the 

safety of loved ones left in Haiti

Yes

Women, Race & Class Davis, Angela Y.  1981 271 N History
Easy to read, enlightening about relationsbp 

between racism, sexism and class 
consciousness.

No

A Season for Justice: The Life 
and Times of Civil Rights Lawyer 

Morris Dees

Dees, Morris & Fiffer, 
Steve

1991 368 N Autobiography

This electrifying, moving autobiography, written 
with Fiffer, a Chicago lawyer, is as notable for its 

tense courtroom dramas as for its intimate 
portrayal of a South in the throes of change. The 

book's close-up account of the ugly violence 
perpetrated by the Klan and other white-

supremacist groups in the 1980s is shocking.

Yes

Having Our Say: The Delany 
Sisters (c.2)

Delany, Elizabeth & 
Sarah

1994 320 N Autobiography

In their 200+ combined years, Sadie and Bessie 
Delany have seen it all. and, in their own feisty, 

wise, inimitable way, they've got a lot to say 
about it.

Yes
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Our People and Our History: 
Fifty Creole Portraits

Desdunes, Rodolphe 
Lucien

2001 153 N History

In Our People and Our History, originally 
published in French in 1911 and translated into 

English in 1973, Rodolphe Lucien Desdunes 
records the lives of fifty prominent Creoles who 

lived in New Orleans at the end of the 
nineteenth century.

Yes

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in 
the American City

Desmond, Matthew 2016 418 N
Sociology/Social 

Justice

In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur 
"Genius" Matthew Desmond follows eight 

families in Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a 
roof over their heads. Evicted transforms our 

understanding of poverty and economic 
exploitation while providing fresh ideas for 
solving one of 21st-century America's most 

devastating problems.

Yes

Poverty, By America Desmond, Matthew 2023 171 N Economic Justice 
This book examines the persistance of want in 
the wealthy United States, finding that keeping 
some citizens poor serves the interest of many.

Yes

Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, An American Slave

Douglass, Frederick 2004 158 N Autobiography

The preeminent American slave narrative first 
published in 1845, Frederick Douglass’s 

Narrative powerfully details the life of the 
abolitionist from his birth into slavery in 1818 to 

his escape to the North in 1838, how he 
endured the daily physical and spiritual 

brutalities of his owners and driver, how he 
learned to read and write, and how he grew into 

a man who could only live free or die.

Yes

Black Reconstruction In America 
1860 -1880

DuBois, W. E. B.
1934, reprint 

1969, 1994
746 N History

Seminal study of the possibilities and tragedy of 
Reconstruction.

Yes

The Souls of Black Folk DuBois, W.E.B. 1996 288 N Affrican Hisorty/Essays

This landmark book is a founding work in the 
literature of black protest. W. E. B. Du Bois 

(1868–1963) played a key role in developing the 
strategy and program that dominated early 

20th-century black protest in America.

Yes

Dusk of Dawn: An Essay Toward 
an Autobiography of a Race 

Concept
DuBois, W.E.B. 1983 365 N Autobiography

Arguably one of the best books ever written on 
the subject of Reconstruction

Yes

Indigenous People’s History of 
the United States (book) – 

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne 2014 320 N History

History of settler colonialism.  Comprehensive, 
impassioned re-framing of American History

Yes

Debating Race Dyson, Michael Eric 2007 432 N Political/Racial Justice

Dyson shows that he is as eloquent off the cuff 
as he is on the book page, and Debating 

Race gives readers a front row seat as he spars 
with politicians, pundits, and public intellectuals.

Yes

http://www.beacon.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-P1164.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-P1164.aspx
http://www.beacon.org/An-Indigenous-Peoples-History-of-the-United-States-P1164.aspx
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Tears We Cannot Stop: A 
Sermon to White America

Dyson, Michael Eric 2017 228 N Sermon

Short, emotional, literary, powerful―Tears We 
Cannot Stop is the book that all Americans who 
care about the current and long-burning crisis in 

race relations will want to read.

Yes

What Truth Sounds Like: Robert 
F. Kennedy, James Baldwin, and 

Our Unfinished Conversation 
About Race in America

Dyson, Michael Eric 2018 306 N
Civil Rights/ Race 

Relations

Describes the 1963 meeting between RFK and 
James Baldwin and other Black intellectuals, 

celebrities and activists which brought Kennedy 
closer to understanding Black anger.

Yes

Biased: Uncovering the Hidden 
Prejudice That Shapes What we 

See, Think, and Do
Eberhardt, Jennifer 2018 350 N Racism

How do we talk about bias? How do we address 
racial disparities and inequities? What role do 
our institutions play in creating, maintaining, 

and magnifying those inequities? What role do 
we play? With a perspective that is at once 

scientific, investigative, and informed by 
personal experience, Dr. Jennifer Eberhardt 

offers us the language and courage we need to 
face one of the biggest and most troubling 

issues of our time.

No

Children of Incarcerated 
Parents: A Handbook for 

Researchers and Practitioners

Eddy, J. Mark & Julie 
Poehlmann editors

2010 368 N Child Welfare

For the nearly 2 million children in the United 
States whose parents are in prison, caretaking 

necessary for optimal development is disrupted. 
These vulnerable youth--a population that has 

shot up 80 percent in the last 20 years--are 
more likely to experience learning difficulties, 

poor health, and substance abuse, and 
eventually be incarcerated themselves. 
Addressing the needs of children with 

imprisoned parents is urgent from corrections, 
child welfare, health care, and education 

perspectives. 

Yes

Invisible Man (c.2) Ellison, Ralph 1952 581 F Race Relations

The book addresses many of the social and 
intellectual issues faced by African Americans in 

the early 20th century, including black 
nationalism, the relationship between black 

identity and Marxism, and the reformist racial 
policies of Booker T. Washington, as well as 
issues of individuality and personal identity.

Yes

The Shadow and the Act Ellison, Ralph 1964 354 N Biography Relations

"The Shadow and the Act" is Ellison's response 
to several films that depict African Americans in 

new, though limited, ways. "The Way It 
Is" summarizes an interview with a middle-aged 
black woman in an effort to chronicle the effects 
of World War II, poverty, and discrimination on 

the average African American.

Yes
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Lay Bare the Heart: An 
Autobiography of the Civil 

Rights Movement

Farmer, J. & Carleton, 
D.

1985 370 N
Civil Rights and 

Liberties

In Lay Bare the Heart Farmer tells the story of 
the heroic civil rights struggle of the 1950s and 

1960s. This moving and unsparing personal 
account captures both the inspiring strengths 

and human weaknesses of a movement beset by 
rivalries, conflicts and betrayals.

Yes 

Slavery, Law and Politics Ferenbacher, Don E. 1981 336 N Slavery

This is an abridgement of the Pulitzer-Prize 
winning The Dred Scott Case, making 

Fehrenbacher's monumental work available to a 
wider audience. Although it condenses the 
original by half, all the chapters and major 

themes of the larger work have been retained, 
providing a masterful review of the issues 
before America on the eve of the Civil War.

Yes 

Racism in America Fides/Cohen 2020 368 N Racism

This book explains how race, once a 
differentiating factor, became a major basis for 
stratification in the United States that pervaded 

scientific thought, religious doctrine, 
governmental policy, and the patterned actions 

of decision-makers in all sectors of social life.

Yes 

Jimmy Lee & James: Two Lives, 
Two Deaths, and the Movement 

that Changed America
Fiffer/Cohen 2015 320 N Civil Rights Movement

In the early months of 1965, the killings of two 
civil rights activists inspired the Selma-to-
Montgomery marches, which became the 

driving force behind the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act. This is their story.

Yes 

The Emergency: A Yearof 
Healing and Heartbreak In A 

Chicago ER
Fisher, Thomas 2023 288 N

Biography/Descriminat
ion

The riveting, pulse-pounding story of a year in 
the life of an emergency room doctor trying to 

steer his patients and colleagues through a 
crushing pandemic and a violent summer, 

amidst a healthcare system that seems 
determined to leave them behind.

Yes 

A Short History of 
Reconstruction

Foner, Eric 1990 297 N Reconstruction

Foner chronicles the way in which Americans — 
Black and white — responded to the 

unprecedented changes unleashed by the war 
and the end of slavery. It addresses the quest of 

emancipated slaves’ searching for economic 
autonomy and equal citizenship, and describes 

the remodeling of Southern society; the 
evolution of racial attitudes and patterns of race 
relations; and the emergence of a national state 
possessing vastly expanded authority and one 

committed, for a time, to the principle of equal 
rights for all Americans.

Yes
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Black Leaders of the Twentieth 
Century

Franklin/Alexander 1982 372 N Social Science

Recounts the accomplishments of fifteen Black 
American men and women, including Martin 
Luther King, Mary McLeod Bethune, Adam 
Clayton Powell, and Booker T. Washington.

Yes

A Gathering of Old Men Gaines, Ernest 1983 213 F Mystery

A powerful depiction of racial tensions arising 
over the death of a Cajun farmer at the hands of 

a black man--set on a Louisiana sugarcane 
plantation in the 1970s.

Yes

A Lesson Before Dying Gaines, Ernest 1993 256 F Historical Fiction

Set in the fictional community of Bayonne, 
Louisiana, in the late 1940s, A Lesson Before 

Dying tells the story of Jefferson, a twenty-one-
year-old uneducated black field worker 

wrongfully accused and convicted of the 
robbery and murder of a white man, and 

sentenced to death by electrocution.

Yes

Dark Sky Rising Reconstruction 
and the Dawn of Jim Crow

Gates, Henry Louis 2019 225 N History

This is a story about America during and after 
Reconstruction, one of history's most pivotal 

and misunderstood chapters. In a stirring 
account of emancipation, the struggle for 

citizenship and national reunion, and the advent 
of racial segregation, the renowned Harvard 

scholar delivers a book that is illuminating and 
timely. Real-life accounts drive the narrative, 

spanning the half century between the Civil War 
and Birth of a Nation.

Yes

Stony the Road: Reconstruction, 
White Supremacy and the Rise 

of Jim Crow
Gates, Henry Louis 2019 320 N History Reconstruction and how it failed to end slavery. Yes

Thirteen Ways of Looking at a 
Black Man

Gates, Henry Louis 1997 214 N Biography
A book of stories about some remarkable men 
who talk about their lives and perspectives on 

race and gender emerge.  
Yes

The Free People of Color of New 
Orleans

Gehman, Mary 1994 150 N History

General history of people of African descent in 
New Orleans and Louisiana who were free long 

before the Civil War. Details their status, 
influence and contributions. The first book 

(1994) to uncover this unique aspect of 
southern history.

Yes

Begin Again: James Baldwin's 
America and its Urgent Lessons 

for Our Own
Glaude, Eddie 2020 272 N

Biography, History, 
Essays

Interrogation of Baldwin to find hope and 
guidance in the age of Trump.

No
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Inherently Unequal: The 
Betrayal of Equal Rights by the 

Supreme Court 1865-1903
Goldstone, Lawrence 2011 250 N Racial Discrimination

Using court records and accounts of the period, 
Lawrence Goldstone chronicles how "by the 

dawn of the 20th century the U.S. had become 
the nation of Jim Crow laws, quasi-slavery, and 
precisely the same two-tiered system of justice 

that had existed in the slave era.

Yes

Race:  Are We So Different?
Goodman, Moses, 

Joned
2012 276 N Race

 RACE: Are We So Different? is an accessible and 
fascinating look at the idea of race, 

demonstrating how current scientific 
understanding is often inconsistent with popular 
notions of race. Taken from the popular national 

public education project and museum 
exhibition, it explores the contemporary 

experience of race and racism in the United 
States and the often-invisible ways race and 

racism have influenced laws, customs, and social 
institutions.

Yes

Making Neighborhoods Whole:A 
Handbook for Christian 

Community Development

Gordon, Wayne , 
Perkins, John

2013 182 N Urban Ministry

Already with decades of experience speaking 
prophetically into the charged racial climate of 

the American south, John Perkins began to see a 
need for organized thinking and collaborative 
imagination about how the church engages 

urban ministry. And so the Christian Community 
Development Association (CCDA) was born, with 
Wayne Gordon an immediate and enthusiastic 

participant. Nearly thirty years later CCDA?s 
eight key components of community 

development still set the bar for how churches, 
parachurches and nonprofits engage cities with 

the whole gospel.

Yes

Real Hope in Chicago (c.2)
Gordon, Wayne L. with 

Randle Frame
1995 224 N Urban Ministry

Real Hope in Chicago is Wayne Gordon's 
inspiring account of how people, white and 
black, rich and poor, old and young, worked 

together to transform a decaying neighborhood 
into a place where love is lived out in practical 

and miraculous ways. It offers an exciting model 
for interracial cooperation, urban-suburban 

church partnering--and real hope for the inner 
cities of our nation.

Yes
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On Juneteenth Gordon-Reed, Annette 2021 152 N
American Racial 

History

Combining personal anecdotes with poignant 
facts gleaned from the annals of American 
history, Gordon-Reed shows how, from the 

earliest presence of Black people in Texas to the 
day in Galveston on June 19, 1865, when Major 
General Gordon Granger announced the end of 

legalized slavery in the state.

Yes

The 1619 Project: A New Origin 
Story

Hannah-Jones, Nicole 2021 624 N
American Racial 

History

This book that speaks directly to our current 
moment, contextualizing the systems of race 
and caste within which we operate today. It 
reveals long-glossed-over truths around our 
nation’s founding and construction—and the 

way that the legacy of slavery did not end with 
emancipation, but continues to shape 

contemporary American life.

Yes

The Black Book Harris, Middleton 1974 198 N
American Racial 

History

A new edition of the classic New York Times 
bestseller edited by Toni Morrison, offering an 
encyclopedic look at the black experience in 

America from 1619 through the 1940s.

Yes

Sister Citizen: Shame, 
Stereotypes, and Black Women 

in America
Harris-Perry, Melissa 2011 400 N Politics

In this groundbreaking book, Melissa V. Harris-
Perry uses multiple methods of inquiry, 

including literary analysis, political theory, focus 
groups, surveys, and experimental research, to 

understand more deeply black women's political 
and emotional responses to pervasive negative 

race and gender images. 

No

A Few Red Drops: The Chicago 
Race Riot of 1919

Hartfield, Claire 2018 208 N Race Relations/History

On a hot day in July 1919, three black youths 
went swimming in Lake Michigan, 

unintentionally floating close to the "white" 
beach. An angry white man began throwing 
stones at the boys, striking and killing one. 

Racial conflict on the beach erupted into days of 
urban violence that shook the city of Chicago to 

its foundations.

Yes

Raising White Kids: Bringing up 
Children in a Racially Unjust 

America
Harvey, Jennifer 2018 322 N Parenting

A guide for families, educators, and 
communities to raise their children to be able 

and active anti-racist allies.
No
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Children of Incarcerated 
Parents: Theoretical, 

Developmental and Clinical 
Issues

Hayden, Robert, 
Burrows, D., Lapides, F.

2018 320 N Parenting

This book serves as a comprehensive source for 
understanding and intervening with children of 

incarcerated parents. The text examines the 
daunting clinical implications inherent in trauma 
throughout development, as well as social and 
political roles in ameliorating intergenerational 
delinquency. It conceptualizes the problem by 

using an ecological framework that is focused on 
the experience of the child.

Yes

Nobody: Casualties of America's 
War on the Vulnerable, from 
Ferguson to Flint and Beyond

Hill, Marc Lamont 2017 272 N Discrimination

"Unarmed citizens shot by police. Mass 
incarcerations. Drinking water turned to poison. 

We've heard the individual stories. Now a 
leading public intellectual and acclaimed 

journalist offers a powerful, paradigm-shifting 
analysis of America's current state of 

emergency, finding in these events a larger and 
more troubling truth about race, class, and what 

it means to be "Nobody."

No

Aint I a Woman: Black Women 
and Feminism

Hooks, Bell 1999/ 2014 205 / 220 N Sexism/Feminism

Ain't I a Woman? Black Women and Feminism is 
a 1981 book by bell hooks titled after Sojourner 

Truth's "Ain't I a Woman?" speech. hooks 
examines the effect 

of racism and sexism on Black women, the civil 
rights movement, and feminist movements 

from suffrage to the 1970s. She argues that the 
convergence of sexism and racism 

during slavery contributed to Black women 
having the lowest status and worst conditions of 

any group in American society.

No

Where We Stand: Class Matters Hooks, Bell 2000 164 N Poverty/Race

Drawing on both her roots in Kentucky and her 
adventures with Manhattan Coop 

boards, Where We Stand is a successful black 
woman's reflection--personal, straight forward, 
and rigorously honest--on how our dilemmas of 
class and race are intertwined, and how we can 

find ways to think beyond them.

Yes
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The Black and the Blue: A Cop 
Reveals the Crimes, Racism and 

Injustice in America's Law 
Enforcement

Horace, Matthew 2018 256 N Policing/Racism

Through gut-wrenching reportage, on-the-
ground research, and personal accounts from 

interviews with police and government officials 
around the country, Horace presents an insider's 
examination of archaic police tactics. He dissects 

some of the nation's most highly publicized 
police shootings and communities to explain 
how these systems and tactics have hurt the 

people they serve, revealing the mistakes that 
have stoked racist policing, sky-high 

incarceration rates, and an epidemic of violence.

No

Confederates in the Attic: 
Dispatches from the Unfinished 

Civil War
Horowitz, Tony 1998/2010 432 N Civil War History

 Horwitz joins a band of 'hardcore' reenactors 
who crash-diet to achieve the hollow-eyed look 

of starved Confederates; in Kentucky, he 
witnesses Klan rallies and calls for race war 
sparked by the killing of a white man who 

brandishes a rebel flag; at Andersonville, he 
finds that the prison's commander, executed as 
a war criminal, is now exalted as a martyr and 
hero; and in the book's climax, Horwitz takes a 
marathon trek from Antietam to Gettysburg to 

Appomattox in the company of Robert Lee 
Hodge, an eccentric pilgrim who dubs their 

odyssey the 'Civil Wargasm.'

Yes

We Can't Teach What We Don't 
Know: White Teachers, 

Multiracial Schools
Howard, Gary 3d ed 2016 224 N

Education/Discriminati
on

Gary Howard outlines what good teachers 
know, what they do, and how they embrace 

culturally responsive teaching. Howard brings 
his bestselling book completely up to date with 

today’s school reform efforts and includes a new 
introduction and a new chapter that speak 

directly to current issues such as closing the 
achievement gap, and to recent legislation such 

as No Child Left Behind. With our nation’s 
student population becoming ever more 

diverse, and teachers remaining largely White, 
this book is now more important than ever.

No

A Literary Biography Hurston, Zora 1977/1980 408 N Biography

Reconstructs the events, relationships, and 
achievements that marked the life of the black 

novelist, folklorist, and anthropologist, assessing 
her important works and commitment to the 

black folk tradition.

Yes
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I Love Myself When I am 
Laughing And Then Again When 

I Am Looking Mean & 
Impressive

Hurston, Zora 1979 313 N
Anthology/Essays/Folkl

ore

 This unique anthology, with fourteen superb 
examples of her fiction, journalism, folklore, and 
autobiography, rightfully establishes her as the 

intellectual and spiritual leader of the next 
generation of black writers.

Yes

Dust Tracks on the Road: A 
Memoir

Hurston, Zora 1942 324 N Memoir
 Dust Tracks on a Road is Hurston's personal 

story, told in her own words.
Yes

Moses, Man of the Mountain Hurston, Zora 1939 352 F Religious Fiction
The novel rewrites the story of the Book of 

Exodus of Moses and the Israelites from an Afro-
American perspective.

Yes

Their Eyes Were Watching God 
(c.3)

Hurston, Zora 2006 219 F
African American 

Women

Their Eyes Were Watching God brings to life a 
Southern love story with the wit and pathos 

found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. 
Out of print for almost thirty years—due largely 
to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black 

female protagonist.

Yes

Barracoon: The Story of the Last 
Black Cargo

Hurston, Zora Neale 2018 171 N
Biography//Slave 

Trade

Based on the author's interviews in 1927 and 
1931 with a survivor of the last "Black Cargo" 

ship to arrive in America as part of the Atlantic 
slave trade. 

No

Incidents in the Life of a Slave 
Girl

Jacobs, Harriet 1861 176 N Slave Narrative

The true story of an individual's struggle for self-
identity, self-preservation, and 

freedom, Incidents in the Life of a Slave 
Girl remains among the few extant slave 

narratives written by a woman. This 
autobiographical account chronicles the 

remarkable odyssey of Harriet Jacobs (1813–
1897) whose dauntless spirit and faith carried 
her from a life of servitude and degradation in 
North Carolina to liberty and reunion with her 

children in the North.

Yes

Rage to Survive: The Etta James 
Story

James, Etta 1995 304 N Autobiography

One of the great women of American music, 
equally at home singing blues and jazz, Etta 

regales us with tales of her chaotic childhood, 
the stars she has known, and her troubled trip 
to stardom in this mesmerizing autobiography.

Yes

Negroland (c.2) Jefferson, Margo 2016 272 N Memoir

Jefferson brilliantly charts the twists and turns 
of a life informed by psychological and moral 

contradictions, while reckoning with the 
strictures and demands of Negroland at crucial 
historical moments—the civil rights movement, 

the dawn of feminism, the falsehood of post-
racial America.

Yes
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Just Plain Folks:Original Tales of 
Living, Loving, Longing and 

Learning As Told by a Perfectly 
Ordinary, Quite Commonly 

Sensible, and Absolutely Awe-
Inspiring, colored woman

Johnson - Coleman 1997 165 N Short Stories
A collection of short stories paying homage to 
the ordinary folks in African American history 

and culture.
Yes

The Sorceror's Apprentice: Tales 
and Conjurations

Johnson, Charles 1986 169 F Fables
In these eight fables and allegorical tales, the 
author writes of the events of this world as 

influenced by spiritual or strongly cultural forces
Yes

African American Religions, 
1500-2000

Johnson, Sylvester A. 2015 438 N Religion/History

This book provides a narrative historical, 
postcolonial account of African American 

religions. It examines the intersection of Black 
religion and colonialism over several centuries 

to explain the relationship between empire and 
democratic freedom.

Yes

The Known World: A Novel Jones, Edward P. 2003 388 F Historical Fiction

When a formerr slave and subsequent slave 
owner himself dies, things fall apart on his 

plantation, as they are doing in the known world 
of white people.

No

Our America: Life and Death on 
the South Side of Chicago

Jones, LeAlan & 
Newman, Lloyd

1997 208 N Memoir

Set against the stunning photographs of a 
talented young photographer from the projects, 

Our America evokes the unforgiving world of 
these two amazing young men, and their 

struggle to survive unrelenting tragedy. With a 
gift for clear-eyed journalism, they tell their own 
stories and others, including that of the death of 
Eric Morse, a five-year-old who was dropped to 
his death from the fourteenth floor of an Ida B. 

Wells apartment building by two other little 
boys.

No

The Dream Dancers Jourdain, Spencer 2011 280 N Civil Rights/History

The Dream Dancers, Volume I: New England 
Preservers of the Dream (1620–1924), recounts 

the long struggle to achieve freedom and 
equality for Americans of color, as experienced 
by a multicultural New England family. Born at 
the end of the Civil War, Edwin Bush Jourdain, 
Sr. (1865–1938) grew up in an American family 

of African, Native American, and European 
heritage in New Bedford, Massachusetts, during 

the turbulent era of unrealized post–Civil War 
dreams.

Yes
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Never Caught: The 
Washingtons' Relentless Pursuit 

of Their Runaway Slave
Judge, Ona 2017 273 N Biography

When George Washington was elected 
president, he reluctantly left behind his beloved 

Mount Vernon to serve in Philadelphia, the 
temporary seat of the nation’s capital. In setting 
up his household he brought along nine slaves, 

including Ona Judge. As the President grew 
accustomed to Northern ways, there was one 
change he couldn’t abide: Pennsylvania law 

required enslaved people be set free after six 
months of residency in the state. Rather than 

comply, Washington decided to circumvent the 
law. Every six months he sent the slaves back 

down south just as the clock was about to 
expire.

Yes

Lifting as they Climb: Mapping a 
History of Black Women on 

Chicago's South Side

Kaba, 
Mariame\McDowell, E

2018 69 N Biography

This publication features a number of Black 
women who contributed to the development of 
Chicago from the mid-19th century to today. It 
tells a story of Black women activists and artists 
who lived and worked on Chicago’s South Side 

by taking readers on a tour of relevant 
landmarks and locations.

No

When They Call You a Terrorist: 
A Black Lives Matter Memoir

Kahn-Cullon, Pattrice 2018 272 N Memoir

Raised by a single mother in an impoverished 
neighborhood in Los Angeles, Patrisse Khan-

Cullors experienced firsthand the prejudice and 
persecution Black Americans endure at the 
hands of law enforcement. For Patrisse, the 

most vulnerable people in the country are Black 
people. Deliberately and ruthlessly targeted by a 
criminal justice system serving a white privilege 

agenda, Black people are subjected to 
unjustifiable racial profiling and police brutality. 
In 2013, when Trayvon Martin’s killer went free, 

Patrisse’s outrage led her to co-found Black 
Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal Tometi.

Yes

When Affirmative Action Was 
White: An Untold History of 

Racial Inequality in 20th Century 
America

Katznelson, Ira 2005 238 N  Relations/RaceHistory All the programs whites have benefitted from. No

How We Get Free: Black 
Feminism and the Combahee 

River Collective
Keeanga-Yamahtta 2012 200 N

History/Black 
Feminism

The legacy of a grup of radical black feminists in 
the 60's and 70's

No
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North American Indians a 
Comprehensive Account 

Kehoe, Alice B. 1981 606 N Indigenous History

It shows Indians as "a people with history" and 
not as primitives, covering current ideological 
issues and political situations including treaty 
rights, sovereignty, and repatriation. A must-

read for anyone interested in North American 
Indian history.

No

Stamped from the Beginning: 
The Definitive History of Racist 

Ideas in America
Kendi, Ibram X. 2016 608 N Racism

In this deeply researched and fast-moving 
narrative, Kendi chronicles the entire story of 

anti-black racist ideas and their staggering 
power over the course of American history. He 

uses the life stories of five major American 
intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan 

minister Cotton Mather, Thomas Jefferson, 
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. Du 

Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis.

Yes

Four Hundred Souls: a 
Community History of African 

America 1619-2019
Kendi, Ibram X. 2021 528 N Biography

Four Hundred Souls features essays, 
biographical sketches, short stories, and poems 
by ninety Black writers. It chronologically spans 
the 400-year length of African-American history, 

beginning in 1619 with the arrival of the first 
Africans in Virginia and ending in 2019.

Yes

How to be an Anti-Racist Kendi, Ibram X. 2019 238 N
African American 

History
Provocative, illuminating analysis of racism that 

can be exhibited by both Blacks and whites
Yes

The Invention of Wings Kidd, Sue Monk 2014 384 F Historical Fiction

The book is the fictionalized history of the 
Grimké sisters, Sarah and Angelina (Nina), who 

were at the forefront of the abolitionist and 
women's rights movements, wound around the 
intriguing narrative of a young slave, Hetty, who 
was given to Sarah as an 11th birthday present. 
Sarah despises slavery, even at that early age, 
and out of principle attempts to reject the gift.

Yes

I Have a Dream: Writings and 
Speeches that Changed the 

World
King, Martin Luther Jr. 2003 256 N Biography

This fortieth-anniversary edition honors Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s courageous dream and his 

immeasurable contribution by presenting his 
most memorable words in a concise and 

convenient edition.

Yes
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The Trumpet of Conscience King, Martin Luther Jr. 1968 96 N
Lectures and Essays 

Non-Violence

In November and December 1967, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., delivered five lectures for the 

renowned Massey Lecture Series of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 

Immediately released under the title Conscience 
for Change after King’s assassination, it was 

republished as The Trumpet of Conscience. Each 
oration speaks prophetically to today’s perils, 
addressing issues of equality, conscience and 
war, the mobilization of young people, and 
nonviolence. The book concludes with “A 

Christmas Sermon on Peace,” a powerful lecture 
about nonviolence as a path to world peace that 

was broadcast live from Ebenezer Baptist 
Church on Christmas Eve in 1967. 

Yes

Simple Justice Kluger, Richard 1975 825 N Race/Education The history of Brown v. Board of Education. Yes

An American Summer: Love and 
Death in Chicago

Kotlowitz, Alex 2019 304 N Gun Violence

Interviews by the author of community 
members created narratives of the effect of 

violence in neglected Chicago neighborhoods  in 
the summer of 2013.

No

Amazing Grace: The Lives of 
Children and the Conscience of a 

Nation
Kozol, Jonathan 1995 336 N Sociology

Amazing Grace is a book about the trials and 
tribulations of everyday life for a group of 

children who live in the poorest congressional 
district of the United States, the South Bronx. 

Their lives may seem extraordinary to us, but to 
them, they are just as normal as everyone else.

Yes

Despite the Best Intentions
Lewis, Amanda & 

Diamond, John
2015 272 N Education/Racism

What accounts for achievement gaps even in 
"good schools".

Yes

Balm in Gilead (c.2): Journey of 
a Healer

Lightfoot, Sarah 
Lawrence

1988 321 N Biography

Balm in Gilead: Journey of a Healer is Sara 
Lawrence-Lightfoot's 1988 biography of her 

mother, Dr. Margaret Morgan Lawrence, who 
was one of the first black women to graduate 

from Cornell University and Columbia University 
Medical School.

Yes

I've Known Rivers: Lives of Loss 
and Liberation

Lightfoot, Sarah 
Lawrence

1994 97 N Biography

Mixing biography and autobiography, casual talk 
with soul-bearing revelations, the author of 

Balm in Gilead uses a kind of "human 
archaeology" to reveal the complex, nuanced 

lives of six middle-class African-American 
achievers. Strikingly candid portraits explore the 
experiences and events that have shaped their 

identities and influenced the course of their 
lives.

Yes
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Lies Across America: What Our 
Historic Sites Get Wrong

Loewen, James W. 1999 449 N History
Loewen exposes the inaccuracies, myths, and 

lies on monuments, statues, national landmarks, 
and historical sites all across America.

No

Sundown Towns: A Hidden 
Dimension of American Racism

Loewen, James W. 2005 562 N Racism

Loewen describes all-white towns established 
between1890 and 1968 which created laws 

requiring blacks to leave town before the sun 
set, telling us about those towns today and what 

we can do about them.

No

Sister Outsider Lorde, Audre
1984; reprint 

in 2007
192 N Essays, speeches

Writings by one of the premier Black lesbian 
feminist.

No

Common Ground Lucas, J. Anthony 1985 659 N History - 1970's School integration crisis in Boston No

1491 New Revelations of the 
America Before Columbus

Mann, Charles C. 2005 465 N History

The book presents recent research findings in 
different fields that suggest human populations 

in the Western Hemisphere—that is, 
the Indigenous peoples of the Americas—were 
more numerous, had arrived earlier, were more 

sophisticated culturally, and controlled and 
shaped the natural landscape to a greater 

extent than scholars had previously thought.

Yes

The Amistad Affair Martin, Christopher 1970 240 N History/Race

Two Spanish plantation owners, Pedro Montes 
and Jose Ruiz, purchased 53 Africans and put 
them aboard the Cuban schooner Amistad to 

ship them to a Caribbean plantation. On July 1, 
1839, the Africans seized the ship, killed the 

captain and the cook, and ordered Montes and 
Ruiz to sail to Africa.

No

Finding Freedom: How Death 
Row Broke and Opened My 

Heart
Masters, Jarvis 1997 179 N Memoir

Incarcerated in San Quentin at the age of 19 for 
armed robbery, Jarvis Masters was accused four 
years later of participating in a conspiracy that 
resulted in the death of a prison guard. Finding 

Freedom is a collection of prison stories -- 
sometimes shocking, sometimes sad, often 

funny, always immediate -- told against a 
background of extreme violence and aggression. 
Masters' commitment to nonviolence leads him 
more and more into the role of peacemaker as 
he tries to put compassion into action. We see 
Masters meditating amid chaos and squalor, 

touching the hearts and minds of those around 
him.

Yes
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Race to Incarcerate: The 
Sentencing Project

Mauer, Marc 1999 218 N Criminal Justice

The author contends that increasing 
imprisonment rates have not had a substantial 

impact on crime and that minorities are 
disproportionately affected. He documents the 
enormous financial and human toll of the "get 
tough" movement and the negative impact of 
this movement on black and other minority 

communities. Exploring the intersection of race 
and class that underpins current politics and 

crime policies, the author traces the history of 
these developments and assesses how society 
has come to rely on the use of imprisonment.

Yes

And Don't Call Me A Racist: A 
Treasurery of Quotes on the 

past, present and future of the 
color-line of America

Mazel, Ella 1998 162 N Racism

A treasury of quotes on the past, present, and 
future of the color line in America, arranged and 

presented to provide insight you may not 
realized.

Yes

The Color of Water: A Black 
Man's Tribute to His White 

Mother
McBride, James 1996 291 N Autobio/Memoir

Touches readers of all colors as a vivid portrait 
of growing up, a haunting meditation on race 

and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a mother 
from her son.

Yes

Racism in America: From Milk 
and Honey to Ham and Eggs

McClory, Robert 1981 174 N History/Race

 Well-chosen detailed stories of people coping 
with social problems, racism in particular, are 

backed up with analyses of the techniques used 
so that they become possible models for others 

in similar circumstances.

Yes

Frederick Douglass McFeely, William S. 1990 512 N Biography

In this masterful and compelling biography, 
William S. McFeely captures the many sides of 
Douglass—his boyhood on the Chesapeake; his 

self-education; his rebellion and rising 
expectations; his marriage, affairs, and intense 
friendships; his bitter defeat and transcendent 
courage—and recreates the high drama of a 

turbulent era.

Yes

The Sum of Us:What Racism 
Costs Everyone and How We 

Can Prosper Together
McGhee, Heather 2021 448 N Race

McGhee marshals economic and sociological 
research to paint a story of racism's costs, but at 
the heart of the book are the humble stories of 
people yearning to be part of a better America, 
including white supremacy's collateral victims: 

white people themselves. With startling 
empathy, this heartfelt message from a Black 

woman to a multiracial America leaves us with a 
new vision for a future in which we finally 

realize that life can be more than a zero-sum 
game.

Yes
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The Passion of Claude McRay McRay, Claude 1976 320 N Autobio
Festus Claudius "Claude" McKay was a 

Jamaican-American writer and poet, who was a 
seminal figure in the Harlem Renaissance.

Yes

A Dream of Freedom:  The Civil 
Rights Movement 1954-1968

McWhorter Diane 2004 160 N History/Race
A stirring history of the Civil Rights movement in 

America by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author, 
leveraging personal interviews.

No

My Grandmother’s 
Hands: Racialized Trauma and 
the Pathway to Mending Our 

Hearts and Bodies

Menakem, Resmaa 2017 306 N Racism
Looking at racism through the lens of trauma 

and body-centered psychology.
No

Dying of Whiteness: How The 
Politics of Racial Resentment is 

Killing America's Heartland
Metzl, Jonathan 2019 252 N Politics/Racism

How white supremacy affects the health of 
white people.

No

The Defender: How the 
Legendary Black Newspaper 

Changed America
Michaeli, Ethan 2015 669 N History/Race

Drawing on dozens of interviews and extensive 
archival research, Ethan Michaeli constructs a 

revelatory narrative of race in America and 
brings to life the reporters who braved lynch 
mobs and policemen’s clubs to do their jobs, 

from the age of Teddy Roosevelt to the age of 
Barack Obama.

Yes

The Trouble With Diversity: How 
We Learned to Love Identity and 

Ignore Inequality
Michaels, Walter Benn 2006 256 N Sociology/Race

 Michaels shows that diversity has become 
everyone's sacred cow precisely because it 

offers a false vision of social justice, one that 
conveniently costs us nothing and urges us to 

start thinking about real justice, about equality 
instead of diversity. Attacking both the right and 
the left, it will be the most controversial political 

book of the year.

Yes

Death of Innocence: The Story of 
the Hate Crime That Changed 

America
Mobley, Mamie Till 2003 290 N Memoir

Emmet Till's mother tells the story of her son's 
brutal murder at the age of 14 when he was 

visiting relatives in Mississipppi.
Yes

A Nation Divided: Diversity, 
Inequality and Community in 

American Society
Moen, P. (editor) 2000 360 N Sociology/Race

Using the latest theory and research, the 
authors show how different groups become 

socially and economically unequal and how such 
patterns of "durable inequality" affect national 

stability. They also discuss strategies for 
reducing durable inequality and creating social 

harmony. 

Yes
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The South Side: A Portrait of 
Chicago and American 

Segregation
Moore, Natalie 2016 258 N Sociology/Race

Chicago-native Natalie Moore shines a light on 
contemporary segregation on the South Side of 
Chicago through reported essays, showing the 

life of these communities through the stories of 
people who live in them. The South Side shows 

the important impact of Chicago's historic 
segregation - and the ongoing policies that keep 

it that way.

No

Darkening the Doorways: Black 
Trailblazers and Missed 

Opportunities in Unitarian 
Universalism

Morrison Reed, Mark 2011 384 N History/Bio

Both a tale of systemic paternalism, prejudicial 
failure of vision, and squandered opportunities 

and one of idealism, courage, intrepid allies, 
dogged determination and steadfast loyalty in 

the face of rejection.

Yes

The Selma Awakening: How the 
civil right movement tested and 
changed Unitarian Universalism

Morrison Reed, Mark 2014 256 N Civil Right Movement

Analysis of the denomination's civil rights 
activism in Selma, Alabama, in 1965.  In 

answering Martin Luther King Jr.'s call, the shift 
from passing earnest resolutions about racial 
justice to putting their lives on the line for the 

cause. 

No

In Between Morrison Reed, Mark 2009 270 N Biography

Gives voice to the unspoken story of those Afro-
Americans who were among the first to bring 
racial diversity to their neighborhood, school, 
church or workplace,  interracial relationships, 
and those blessed with and yet struggling to 
raise multiracial children in a polarized world.

Yes

Black Pioneers in a White 
Denomination

Morrison Reed, Mark 1980 280 N Racism

Portraits of racism in liberal religion tells the 
stories of two pioneering black ministers. 

Includes accounts of some of today's more 
integrated UU congregations and biographical 

notes on past and present black Unitarian, 
Universalist and UU ministers.

Yes

Sula Morrison, Toni 1973 337 F Historical Fiction

This rich and moving novel traces the lives of 
two black heroines from their close-knit 

childhood in a small Ohio town, through their 
sharply divergent paths of womanhood, to their 

ultimate confrontation and reconciliation

Yes

God Help The Child Morrison, Toni 2014 178 F Black Culture

Spare and unsparing, God Help the Child—the 
first novel by Toni Morrison to be set in our 

current moment—weaves a tale about the way 
the sufferings of childhood can shape, and 

misshape, the life of the adult.

Yes
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Paradise Morrison, Toni 1997 318 F Historical Fiction

Founded by the descendants of freed slaves and 
survivors in exodus from a hostile world, the 

patriarchal community of Ruby is built on 
righteousness, rigidly enforced moral law, and 
fear. But seventeen miles away, another group 

of exiles has gathered in a promised land of 
their own. And it is upon these women in flight 
from death and despair that nine male citizens 

of Ruby will lay their pain, their terror, and their 
murderous rage.

Yes

Song of Solomon Morrison, Toni 1977 337 F Culture/Hist Fiction

Milkman Dead was born shortly after a 
neighborhood eccentric hurled himself off a 

rooftop in a vain attempt at flight. For the rest 
of his life he, too, will be trying to fly. Brilliantly 

imagined coming-of-age novel. 

Yes 

The Bluest Eye Morrison, Toni 1970 216 F
Black 

Culture/Historical 
Fiction

 Set in the author's girlhood hometown, in 1941,  
black, eleven-year-old Pecola, prays for her eyes 
to turn blue to be as beautiful and beloved as all 

the blond, blue-eyed children in America. 
Pecola's life does change- in painful, devastating 
ways.  Vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness 

at the heart of a child's yearning, and the 
tragedy of its fulfillment. 

Yes

Beloved Morrison, Toni 2004 324 F Historical Fiction

Born a slave, escaped to Ohio, eighteen years 
later Sethe is still not free. She has borne the 

unthinkable and is still held captive by memories 
of home,where  hideous things happened. 

Meanwhile Sethe’s house has long been 
troubled by the angry, destructive ghost of her 

baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone 
is engraved with a single word: Beloved.

Yes

Home (c.2) Morrison, Toni 2012 145 F
African American 

Fiction

written by Pulitzer-Prize-winning novelist Toni 
Morrison, tells the story of Frank Money, a 24-

year-old black Korean War veteran who is 
summoned to Atlanta, Georgia, to rescue his 

sister, Cee. He receives a note that reads “'Come 
fast. She be dead if you tarry'” (8) from an 

unknown woman.

Yes

James Baldwin: Collected Essays Morrison, Toni, ed. 1998 869 N Essays, reviews No

Fortunate Son Mosely, Walter 2006 313 F Race Relations

 Walter Mosley's novel about two boys, one 
ensconced in a life of privilege and the other in a 

life of hardship, explores the true meaning of 
fortune.In spite of remarkable differences, Eric 

and Tommy are as close as brothers. 

Yes
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The Condemanation of 
Blackness: Race, Crime and the 

Making of Modern Urban 
America

Muhammed, Khalil 
Gilbran

2010 392 N
History; social/political 

analysis
"The idea of black criminality was crucial to the 

making of modern urban America."
No

Friends of Liberty:A Tale of 
Three Patriots, Two Revolutions, 
and the Betrayal that Divided a 

Nation: Thomas Jefferson, 
Thaddeus Kosciuszko, and 

Agrippa Hull 

Nash, Gary; G. Russell 
& G. Hodges

2008 304 N History

Friends of Liberty tells the remarkable story of 
three men whose lives were braided together by 
issues of liberty and race that fueled revolutions 

across two continents. 

No

Born a Crime: Stories from a 
South African Childhood

Noah, Trevor 2016 304 N Memoir
Engaging, illuminating, funny story of Noah's 

coming of age.
No

12 Years a Slave Northrup, Solomon 1853 363 N Memoir

A slave narrative of a black man who was born 
free in New York, kidnapped in Washington, D.

C., sold into slavery, and kept in bondage for 12 
years in Louisiana. Details of slave markets in 
Washington, D.C. and New Orleans, as well as 
descriptions of cotton and sugar cultivation on 

major plantations in Louisiana.

Yes

Freedom's Daughter Olson, Lynne 2001 464 N Civil Rights Movement

Women were behind, in front, and within the 
center of the Civil Rights Movement; and though 
some now receive recognition (Rosa Parks, Ida. 
B. Wells, and others), women themselves were 

rarely given the chance to speak or be at the 
head of some of the most important events. 

From slavery through the Civil Rights Era, here 
are the stories of 60 women who came forth 

and did her part to see equality extended to all. 
Examining the role of women--white and black--

in the south during slavery and post-
reconstruction, Lynne Olson provides a 

fascinating look at a culture that lauded and 
praised the domesticity and virtue of white 

women, while simultaneously violating black 
women. Examining how women's and civil rights 
became an intertwined issue for many, this is a 

must-read for those interested in Southern, Civil 
Rights, or Women's Rights history.

No

So You Want to Talk about Race Oluo, Ijeoma 2018 256 N Race Relations
How to actually talk about race and usefully 

confront racism
No

The Exceptional Negro: Racism, 
White Privilege and the Lie of 

Respectability
O'Neal, Traci D. 2018 198 N Racism

Black lawyer becomes Trump target and learns 
she is not insulated  from racist attacks by class 

or assimilation.
No
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There There Orange, Tommy 2018 304 F Urban Indians

There There is a relentlessly paced 
multigenerational story about violence and 

recovery, memory and identity, and the beauty 
and despair woven into the history of a nation 

and its people.

No

Must We Bus?: Segregated 
Schools and National Policy

Orfield, Gary 1989 470 N History/Analysis

In this book, the busing issue is subjected to 
systematic investigation and analysis. Materials 
are drawn together from many disciplines, from 

a wide variety of school systems, and from 
courts, the Congress, and Federal and State 

administrative agencies.

Yes

Indigenous People of the U.S.
Ortiz, Roxanne 

Dunbar-
2013 328 N Indigenous People

The first history of the United States told from 
the perspective of indigenous peoples. Spanning 

more than four hundred years, this classic 
bottom-up peoples’ history radically reframes 
US history and explodes the silences that have 

haunted our national narrative.

No

Disproportionate Minority 
Contact

Parsons-Pollard, Nicole 2010 279 N Racism/Juvenile Justice

In Disproportionate Minority Contact, Parsons-
Pollard provides a broad look at DMC and the 

complexities of attempting to reduce its impact. 
This edited volume features the writings of 

prominent scholars and practitioners in the field 
who provide a well-organized and wide-ranging 

review of the literature, case studies, and 
current policies and practices impacting 

disparate treatment in the criminal justice 
system.

Yes

The Epitome of Perserverance Patterson, Chris 2009 180 N
Criminal 

Justice/Prisons

Foster homes, murders, a bank robbery, gang 
banging, drug dealing and Federal Prison were 

all determining factors that created what 
Chicago came to know as "21". Amidst the 

chaos, take a look into a portion of the Federal 
Prison System rarely seen by the public and the 

amazing story of one man who has defied all 
odds by transforming himself and those around 

him.

Yes

The Ultimate Guide to HBCUs
Princton Review; by 

Braque Talley
2022 229 N Higher Education

Profiles, stats, and insights for all 101 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities.

Yes

Lay My Burden Down: Suicide 
and the Mental Health Crisis 

among African Americans
Poussaint, Alexander 2000 194 N Mental Health

 Poussaint and Alexander trace the historical, 
cultural, and social factors that prevent blacks 

from seeking medical treatment and document 
the failed response of white health 

professionals.

Yes
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Ghost of the Innocent Man: A 
True Story of Trial and 

Redemption
Rachlin, Benjamin 2017 386 N

Biography/Criminal 
Justice

Rachlin tells the story of Willie Grimes, unjustly 
convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment 

and his 24 year fight for justice while 
imprisoned.

No

Centering: Navigating Race, 
Authenticity, and Power in 

Ministry
Rahnema, Mitra 2017 222 N Race Relations

A joint project of the Committee for Antiracism, 
Anti-oppression, and Multiculturalism of the 

UUMA and Skinner House Books, Centering is 
the first book to center the stories, analysis, and 

insight of Unitarian Universalists of color 
offering their religious leadership.

Yes

Citizen: An American Lyric Rankine, Claudia 2014 159 N Poetry, Essays, photos
What it's like being a Black person -- was that 

really racism at work or was it just me? 
Breathtaking.

Yes

The Death of Josseline: 
Immigration Stories from 

America's Borderlands
Regan, Margaret 2010 256 N Immigration

Regan tells the stories of the people caught up 
in this international tragedy. Traveling back and 

forth across the border, she visits migrants 
stranded in Mexican shelters and rides shotgun 
with Border Patrol agents in Arizona, hiking with 

them for hours in the scorching desert; she 
camps out in the thorny wilderness with No 
More Deaths activists and meets with angry 
ranchers and vigilantes. Using Arizona as a 

microcosm, Regan explores a host of urgent 
issues: the border militarization that threatens 
the rights of U.S. citizens, the environmental 

damage wrought by the border wall, the 
desperation that compels migrants to come 

north, and the human tragedy of the 
unidentified dead in Arizona’s morgues.

Yes

Disintegration: The Splintering 
of Black America

Robinson, Eugene 2010 254 N Race

The African American population in the United 
States has always been seen as a single entity: a 

“Black America” with unified interests and 
needs. In his groundbreaking book, 

Disintegration, Pulitzer-Prize winning columnist 
Eugene Robinson argues that over decades of 

desegregation, affirmative action, and 
immigration, the concept of Black America has 

shattered.

Yes

A Place We Can Call Our Home: 
The emerging Evanston Black 
community circa 1850-1930

Robinson, Morris 1997 66 N History

A collection of articles gives the reader a general 
understanding of the early Black settlers and the 
development of a Black community in Evanston,  

from 1850 to 1930.

Yes



Name of Book, with 
subtitle

Author
Date of 

Publication
Number of 

Pages

Fiction or 
Non-fiction 

(F/N)
  Genre Short Description

Available on UCE 
Book Cart

A Letter to My White Friends 
and Colleagues (c.3): What you 

ban do right now to help the 
black community

Rogers, Steven 2021 196 N Social Action

From the life, professional experiences, and 
research of former Harvard Business School 
professor Steven Rogers, comes his boldly 
stated, A Letter to My White Friends and 

Colleagues. This informative epistle investigates 
the causes of racial wealth disparity in the 
United States and provides solutions for 

addressing it. Through extensive data and 
historical research, anecdotes, teaching, and 
case studies, it presents practical ways White 

people can work with and help the Black 
community. It teaches readers that eliminating 
the $153,000 wealth gap between Black and 

White people is the solution to over 75% of our 
problems and offers solutions to help improve 

Black-White racial relations in the United States.

Yes

The Color of Law: A Forgotten 
History of How Our Government 

Segregated America
Rothstein, Richard 2017 368 N History

Incontrovertibly makes clear that it was de 
jure segregation—the laws and policy decisions 

passed by local, state, and federal 
governments— rather than individual prejudice, 
income differences, or the actions of institutions 

like banks, that actually promoted the 
discriminatory patterns that continue to this 

day.

Yes

South of Freedom Rowan, Carl 1952 270 N History

In 1951, Carl Rowan, a young African American 
journalist from Minneapolis, journeyed six 

thousand miles through the South to report on 
the reality of everyday life for blacks in the 

region.

Yes

Me and White Supremacy: 
Combat Racism, Change the 
World, and Become a Good 

Ancestor

Saad, Layla F. 2020 203 N Racism

Saad takes you very deep into aspects of white 
supremacy you may have never considered 

(white feminism, cultural appropriation, white 
saviorism). She gives you work to do looking at 

how these play out in your own life.

Yes

Family Properties: Race, Real 
Estate, and the Exploitation of 

Black Urban America
Satter, Beryl 2009 512 N History

The "promised land" for thousands of Southern 
blacks, postwar Chicago  became the most 
segregated city in the North, the site of the 

nation's worst ghettos. In this powerful book, 
Beryl Satter identifies the true causes of the 

city's black slums and the ruin of urban 
neighborhoods throughout the country.

Yes

Assata: an Autobiography Shakur, Assata 2001 296 N Autobiography
Shakur describes what led to her activism and 
the strengths and weaknesses of the black and 

white revolutionary movements.
No

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46002342-me-and-white-supremacy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ysC0TVkqec&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46002342-me-and-white-supremacy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ysC0TVkqec&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46002342-me-and-white-supremacy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ysC0TVkqec&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46002342-me-and-white-supremacy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ysC0TVkqec&rank=1
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For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When the 

Rainbow Is Enuf
Shange, Ntozake 1975 80 F Play

 Since 1974,for colored girls who have 
considered suicide/when the rainbow is enuf has 
excited, inspired, and transformed audiences all 

over the country. Passionate and fearless, 
Shange's words reveal what it is to be of color 

and female in the twentieth century.

Yes

Hidden Figures Shetterly, Margot Lee 2016 349 N History/Science

Set amid the civil rights movement, the story of 
NASA’s African-American female 

mathematicians who played a crucial role in 
America’s space program. A group of 

professionals worked as ‘Human Computers’, 
calculating the flight paths that would enable 

these historic achievements.

Yes

Courageous Conversations 
about Race: A Field Guide for 

Achieving Equity in Schools
Singleton, G/Linton,C 2005 281 N Education

A field guide for achieving equity in schools. The 
authors explain the need for candid, courageous 
conversations about race in order to understand 
why performance inequity persists and how to 

create a learning community that promotes 
academic parity.

Yes

The Struggle for Black Equality Sitkoff, Harvard 2005 258 F History

From the pathbreaking Supreme Court decision 
of 1954, "Brown v. Board of Education of 

Topeka, Kansas," through the strife and conflict 
in the 1960s to the major issues of the 1990s, 
Sitkoff offers a brilliant interpretation of the 

personalities and dynamics of the civils-rights 
organization--SNCC, CORE, NAACP, SCLC--and a 
study of the continuing problems plaguing the 

African-American population.

No

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Skloot, Rebecca 2010 393 N Biography

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists 
know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern 

tobacco farmer who worked the same land as 
her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without 

her knowledge—became one of the most 
important tools in medicine:

Yes

How to Make Black America 
Better: Leading African 
Americans Speak Out

Smiley, Tavis 2002 272 N Sociology/Race

The voices of leading African American artists, 
intellectuals, and politicians from Chuck D to 
Cornel West to Maxine Waters.  A pragmatic, 

solutions-oriented approach that includes 
Smiley’s own ten challenges to the African 

American community.

Yes
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The Covenent with Black 
American (c.2)

Smiley, Tavis 2006 254 N Non-Fiction

Six years' worth of symposiums come together 
in this rich collection of essays that plot a course 

for African Americans, explaining how 
individuals and households can make changes 

that will immediately improve their 
circumstances in areas ranging from health and 
education to crime reduction and financial well-
being. Addressing these pressing concerns are 

contributors Dr. David Satcher, former U.S. 
surgeon general; Wade Henderson, executive 
director of the Leadership Conference on Civil 

Rights; Angela Glover Blackwell, founder of the 
research think tank PolicyLink; and Cornell West, 

professor of Religion at Princeton University. 
Each chapter outlines one key issue and 

provides a list of resources, suggestions for 
action, and a checklist for what concerned 
citizens can do to keep their communities 

progressing socially, politically, and 
economically. Though the African American 

community faces devastating social disparities--
in which more than 8 million people live in 

poverty--this celebration of possibility, hope, 
and strength will help leaders and citizens keep 

Black America moving forward.

Yes

Fires in the Mirror Smith, Anna Deveare 1993 208 N Play

Derived from interviews with a wide range of  
people who experienced or observed New 
York's 1991  Crown Heights racial riots, as 

distinguished a work of  commentary on current 
Black-White tensions as it is a  work of drama.

No

Strange Fruit Smith, Lillian 1944 384 N History

When first published in 1944, this novel sparked 
immediate controversy and became a huge 

bestseller. It captured with devastating accuracy 
the deep-seated racial conflicts of a tightly knit 
southern town. Engrossing and incendiary now 

as the day it was written.

Yes

Sign My Name to Freedom: A 
Memoir of a Pioneering Life

Soskin, Betty Reid 2018 205 N memoir

Soskin's life since her birth in 1921 to her life as 
a park ranger at the age of 97 is told through 
interviews and her blog, revealing the many 
challenges she and other African Americans 

have faced over the decades.

No

Whistling Vivaldi: How 
Stereotypes Affect Us and What 

We Can Do
Steele, Claude 2011 242 N Non-Fiction 

Steele lays out a plan for mitigating "stereotype 
threats" re: race and gender, particularly in 

educational settings.
No
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The Content of Our Character Steele, Shelby 1990 175 N Race Relations

This book confronts the issue of racism in 
current day America. The author takes a 

narrative approach to discussing the issue of 
race in America, which focuses mainly on Blacks 

in the middle class.

Yes

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice 
and Redemption

Stevenson, Bryon 2014 336 N Social Justice

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account 
of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of 
age, a moving window into the lives of those he 

has defended, and an inspiring argument for 
compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 

Yes

1001 Things Everyone Should 
Know About African American 

History
Stewart, Jeffery 1998 416 N History

Covers significant information in six broad 
sections: Great Migrations; Civil Rights and 
Politics; Science, Inventions and Medicine; 

Sports; Military; Culture and Religion. Entertains 
as well as instructs, and it can be read from 

beginning to end or opened at random and read 
at any length without confusion

Yes

Black Images in the Comics: A 
Visual History

Stromberg, Frederick 2003 264 F Comics/Race

This book spotlights over 100 comic strips, 
comic books, and graphic novels to feature black 
characters from all over the world over the last 

century.

Yes

Confessions of Nat Turner Styron, William 1967 453 N History

Ambitious and stunningly accomplished novel is 
Turner's confession, made to his jailers under 

the duress of his God. Encompasses the 
betrayals, cruelties and humiliations that made 

up slavery - and that still sear the collective 
psyches of both races.

Yes

A Different Mirror: A History of 
Multicultural America

Takaki, Ronald 1993 508 N History

Dramatic retelling of our nation's history, a 
powerful larger narrative of the many different 

peoples who compose the United States of 
America. A lively account filled with the stories 
and voices of people previously left out of the 
historical canon, and a fresh perspective - a "re-

visioning" - of our nation's past.

Yes

Why Are All the Black Kids 
Sitting Together in the 

Cafeteria?
Tatum, Beverly 1997 320 N Sociology/Race

 Black, White, and Latino youth cluster in their 
own groups in mixed-race highschools.   Tatum,  

renowned authority on the psychology of 
racism, argues that straight talk about our racial 
identities is essential to enabling communication 

across racial and ethnic divides.

Yes

Race: How Blacks and Whites 
Think & Feel About the 

American Obsession
Terkel, Studs 1992 403 N Non-Fiction

Interviews with nearly 100 people reveal how 
they really feel about race.

?
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Learning to Be White: Money, 
Race, and God in America

Thandeka 2000 184 N Sociology/Race

Thandeka explores the politics of the white 
experience in America. Tracing the links 

between religion, class, and race, she reveals 
the child abuse, ethnic conflicts, class 

exploitation, poor self-esteem, and a general 
feeling of self-contempt that are the wages of 

whiteness.

Yes

A More Beautiful and Terrible 
History: The Uses and Misuses 

of Civil Rights History
Theoharis, Jeanne 2018 278 N History

Challenges nine key aspects of the Black history 
fable to reveal the diversity of people, who led 

the movement; the work and disruption it took; 
the role of the media and "polite racism" in 

maintaining injustice; and the immense barriers 
and repression activists faced.  Far from being 
acceptable, passive or unified, the civil rights 

movement was unpopular, disruptive, and 
courageously persevering.

Yes

The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa 
Parks

Theoharis, Jeanne 2013 320 N Bio

Presents a corrective to the popular notion of 
Rosa Parks as the quiet seamstress who, with a 

single act, birthed the modern civil rights 
movement.  Provides a revealing window into 

Parks’s politics and years of activism.

No

How to Be Black Thurston, Baratunde 2012 272 N Memoir
A satirical, biographical guide to race issues 
written for black people and those who love 

them.
No

Living in the Tension: The Quest 
for a Spiritualized Racial Justice

Tochluck, Shelly 2016 234 N Non-Fiction

Connections between spirituality and activism 
are evident within many social justice 

movements. Often unconsidered, however, is 
how race plays a role in our beliefs, actions, and 

collaborations. What happens when our 
spirituality results in a failure to notice racial 

dynamics? Conversely, what happens when we 
focus only on race? What tensions arise when 

we pay attention to race and spirituality 
simultaneously? "Living in the Tension" offers 
practical guidance based on the author's long 

experience as a spiritual learner and racial 
justice advocate.

Yes

The Heartbeat of Wounded 
Knee: Native American from 

1890 to the Present
Truer, David 2019 528 N History

A sweeping history—and counter-narrative—of 
Native American life from the Wounded Knee 

massacre to the present.
Yes
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Rising from the Rails: Pullman 
Porters and the Making of the 

Black Middle Class
Tye, Larry 2005 352 N History

 George Pullman recruited Southern blacks as 
porters in his luxurious sleeping cars in the 

1920's. Former slaves suffering under Jim Crow 
laws found steady jobs and worldly experience 
irresistible. Serving as maid, waiter, concierge, 
nanny, and occasionally doctor and undertaker 

to white passengers, made the Pullman 
Company  the largest employer of African 

Americans in the country.

Yes

The End of Policing Vitale, Alex S. 2017 266 N Non-Fiction

Vitale challenges standard approaches to 
reforming policing and proposes directing 

resources away from police and prisons and 
towards economic development, education and 

drug treatment.

No

The Color Purple Walker, Alice 1982 304 F Historical FIction

A powerful cultural touchstone of modern 
American literature, The Color Purple depicts the 

lives of African American women in early 
twentieth-century rural Georgia. 

No

The Temple of My Familiar Walker, Alice 1989 416 F Black Culture

A visionary cast of characters weave together 
their past and present in a brilliantly intricate 

tapestry of tales.  It is the story of the 
dispossessed and displaced, of peoples whose 

history is ancient and whose future is yet to 
come.

Yes

You Can't Keep a Good Woman 
Down: Stories

Walker, Alice 1971 180 F
Feminism, Black 

Culture

The women in these tenderly wrought tales face 
their problems head on, proving powerful and 

self-possessed even when degraded by others—
sometimes by those closest to them

Yes

David Walker's Appeal Walker, David 1829 128 N Black  History

The most radical piece of writing by an African 
American in the nineteenth century. Startling in 
its intensity, unrelenting in its attacks on slavery 

and white racism, it alarmed Southern 
slaveholders, inspired Northern abolitionists, 

and hastened the sectional conflicts that led to 
the Civil War.

Yes

Sing Unburied, Sing Ward, Jesmyn 2017 285 F Magical Realism

Brings the archetypal road novel into rural 
twenty-first-century America. Drawing on 

Morrison and Faulkner, The Odyssey and the Old 
Testament, an epochal  journey through 

Mississippi’s past and present that is both an 
intimate portrait of a family and an epic tale of 

hope and struggle.

No
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Men We Reaped Ward, Jesmyn 2013 256 N Autobio

In five years, Jesmyn Ward lost five men in her 
life, to drugs, accidents, suicide, and the bad 

luck that can follow people who live in poverty, 
particularly black men.  Jesmyn asked " why?", 

realizesd the truth--and it took her breath away. 
Her brother and her friends all died because of 

who they were and where they were from.

No

Salvage the Bones: A Novel Ward, Jesmyn 2011 272 F Fiction

A close knit African American family living 
inpoverty in rural Mississippi struggle before 
Hurrican Katrina hits and then deal with the 

devastation of the storm.

No

Who Speaks for the Negro Warren, Robert Penn 1965 N History

Combines interviews of a wide range of African 
American leaders, activists, and artists (including 

Martin Luther King, Malcom X, and James 
Baldwin) with the author’s reflections on the 

interviewees and the Civil Rights Movement as a 
whole to create a powerful oral history.

No

Indian Givers: How Native 
Americans Transformed the 

World 
Weatherford, Jack 1988 272 N Non-Fiction

After 500 years, the world's huge debt to the 
wisdom of the Indians of the Americas has 

finally been explored in all its vivid drama by 
anthropologist Jack Weatherford. He traces the 
crucial contributions made by the Indians to our 
federal system of government, our democratic 

institutions, modern medicine, agriculture, 
architecture, and ecology, and in this 

astonishing, ground-breaking book takes a giant 
step toward recovering a true American history.

Yes

Black Prophetic Fire West, Cornel 2014 248 N History/Race

An unflinching look at nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century African American leaders and 

their visionary legacies. Accessible and 
conversational format, West provides a fresh 

perspective on six revolutionary African 
American leaders: Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. 

Du Bois, Martin Luther King Jr., Ella Baker, 
Malcolm X, and Ida B. Wells.

Yes

Race Matters West, Cornel 1993 153 N Race/Politics

Addresses a number of issues of concern to 
black Americans:  the Rodney King verdict; 

Malcolm X; Clarence Thomas & Anita Hill; & 
black street life. Timely yet timeless, represents 

the continuing struggle to include African 
Americans in mainstream American political, 

economic & social life without destroying their 
unique culture.

Yes
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Restoring Hope: Conversations 
on the Future of Black America

West, Cornel 1999 248 N Non-Fiction

Nine of America's most influential artists, 
scholars, and public figures-Maya Angelou, Bill 

Bradley, Harry Belafonte, Patricia Williams, 
Wynton Marsalis, Charlayne Hunter-Gault, 
James Washington, James Forbes, and Haki 

Madhubuti-talk with Cornel West about their 
political awareness, art and politics, and the 
possibility of hope among African-Americans 

today.

No

The Cornel West Reader West, Cornel 1999 624 N Non-Fiction

Traces the development of West's extraordinary 
career as academic, public intellectual, and 
activist. In his essays, articles, books, and 

interviews, West emerges as America's social 
conscience, urging attention to complicated 

issues of racial and economic justice, sexuality 
and gender, history and politics.

Yes

My Long Trip Home Whittaker, Mark 2011 357 N Memoir Yes

Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents

Wilkerson, Isabel 2020 476 N Non-Fiction

Wilkerson uses the stories of real people to 
exemplify the historical caste systems of 

America, India and Nazi Germany that place 
certain groups at the bottom rung of society.

Yes

The Warmth of Other Suns Wilkerson, Isabel (c.3) 2010 622 N Black History

An epic, beautifully written masterwork, Pulitzer 
Prize–winning author Isabel Wilkerson 

chronicles the great untold stories of the 1917-
1970 migration of six million black citizens who 
fled the South for northern and western cities, 
in search of a better life. She interviewed more 
than a thousand people, leveraged new data 

and official records, to write this definitive and 
vividly dramatic account of how these American 

journeys unfolded.

Yes

Conversations with Blacks in 
Evanston, IL: An Evaluation of 
African-American Progress in 

This Suburb of Chicago

Williams, George 1998 363 N Black History Description of survey results. Yes

Eyes on the Prize (Companion to 
TV documentary)

Williams, Juan 1987 320 N History

Traces the movement from the 
landmark Brown v. the Board of Education case 
in 1954 to the march on Selma and the passage 

of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. This is a 
companion volume to the first part of the 

acclaimed PBS series.

No

White Like Me: Reflections on 
Race from a Privileged Son

Wise, Tim 2008 271 N memoir

The author uses stories from his own life to 
examine white privilege and suggests ways 

white people can resist white supremacy and 
racism.

No
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Black Boy Wright, Richard 1945 419 N Autobiography

Black Boy is a classic of American 
autobiography, a subtly crafted narrative of 
Richard Wright'sexperience in the Jim Crow 

South coming of age during a particular time 
and place.  A seminal text about what it means 

to be a man, black, and Southern in America.

No

Native Son Wright, Richard (c.2) 1940 504 F Historical Black Fiction

Native Son tells the story of this young black 
man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a 

young white woman in a brief moment of panic.  
Set in Chicago in the 1930s, an unsparing 
reflection on the poverty and feelings of 

hopelessness experienced by people in inner 
cities across the country and of what it means to 

be black in America. 

Yes

The Autobiography of Malcom X 
(c.2)

X, Malcom and Haley, 
Alex

1965 466 N Autobio

Malcolm X became one of the most influential 
figures of the 20th Century. In this riveting 

account, he tells of his journey from a prison cell 
to Mecca, describing his transition from 

hoodlum to Muslim minister. Here, the man 
who called himself "the angriest Black man in 
America" relates how his conversion to true 

Islam helped him confront his rage and 
recognize the brotherhood of all mankind.

Yes

Unitarian Universalists of Color: 
Stories of Struggle, Courage, 

Love, and Faith

Yamamoto, Yuri & 
Xnell, Chandra

2017 155 N Bioraphy

Published in an effort to lift up voices from the 
margins and to make UU congregations more 
welcoming. Fifteen contributors share their 

stories of love, challenges, faith journeys, hope 
and despair. 

Yes

A People's History of the United 
States

Zinn, Howard re-issue 2015 784 N History
A "must read," One of the few renditions of 

history not written by the victors.
Yes
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