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Six Black Masters of American 
Art

Beardon, Romare 1972 119 N Biography
Examines the background and careers of six 

Black artists who have risen to prominence in 
America

More Than Anything Else Bradby, Chris 1995 32 F Historial fiction
Nine-year-old Booker works with his father and 
brother at the saltworks but dreams of the day 

when he'll be able to read.

Thank You Jackie Robinson Cohen, Barbara 1974 128 F Historical fiction

This is the story of how Sam, a ten-year-old 
Jewish kid, got to be best friends with a sixty-
year old negro, and in the process met Jackie 

Robinson.

?

White Socks Only Coleman, Evelyn 1996 32 F Hstorical FIction
In the segregated south, a young girl thinks that 
she can drink from a fountain marked "Whites 
Only" because she is wearing her white socks.

?

Mom's Birthday Cowley, Joy 1996 F
Very good book about what to do for Mom on 

her birthday. 
?

Arthur Ashe: Athlete and Activist
(Journey to Freedom: The 
African American Library)

Cuningham, Kevin 2005 40 N Biography

Arthur Ashe: Athlete and Activist covers the life 
of the late Wimbledon and U.S. Open champion 

and social activist who used his fame to fight 
apartheid and ignorance about AIDS.

You Can Do It Dangy, Tony 2008 32 F
Children's picture 

books

With encouragement from his parents, a helping 
hand from his older brother Tony, and 

inspiration from God, Linden learns that if he 
dreams big and has faith, he can do anything!

?

Frederick Douglass Fights for 
Freedom

Davidson, Margaret 1989 80 N Biography

A Scholastic biography of Frederick Douglass, a 
slave who managed to escape to the North. 

After reaching freedom, Douglass became an 
abolitionist, orator, journalist, and one of the 

most famous freedom fighters of all time. 
Photos.

Honey Baby Sugar Child Duncan, Alic Fay 2005 32 F Picture Book
A mother expresses her everlasting love for her 

child in this warm, poetic picture book. 
?

Mahalia Jackson: Gospel Singer 
and Civil Rights Champion

Dunham, Montrew 2003` 120 N Biography

She met the challenge of being black in what 
was largely a white entertainment world, 
overcoming poverty and prejudice and 

pioneering the way for all aspiring African 
Americans who succeeded her.

?



Africa Is My Home: A Child of 
the Amistad

Ediinger, Monica 2013 64 F hist.fict

Inspired by a true account, a child tells of her 
arrival in America on the slave ship Amistad and 
eventual return to Africa. Picture book format 

includes archival photos and documents

Yes

 The Baby on the Way. English, Karen 2005 32 F Family
A gentle and satisfying book that will inspire 
young readers to gather other stories about 

being the baby on the way. 
?

The Green Lion of Zion Street Fields, Julia 1988 32 F Poetry
The stone lion on Zion Street, proud and fierce, 

instills fear and admiration in those who see it in 
the cold city fog.

?

The Patchwork Quilt Flournoy, Valerie 1985 32 F Historical Fiction
Using scraps cut from the family's old clothing, 
Tanya helps her grandmother and mother make 

a beautiful quilt that tells the story of her 
family's life.

?

Sunday Best Ford, Juwanda 2004 32 F Picture Book
 Offers a boy's explanation of why Sunday is the 
best day of the week, with his descriptions of 
some of the pleasant things he does every day.

?

Dear Willie Rudd Gray, Libba Moore 2000 40 F Historical fiction

Fifty years have passed since Miss Elizabeth was 
a girl, but she still remembers Willie Rudd, the 
black housekeeper who helped raise her. She 

remembers the feel of sitting in Willie Rudd's lap

?

Stompin' at the Savoy: The story 
of Norma Miller

Grovenar, Alan 2006 64 N Biography

Through extensive interviews with jazz dancer 
Norma Miller, acclaimed author and filmmaker 
Alan Govenar captures the vitality, wry humor, 
and indomitable spirit of an American treasure.

?

Jackie & Me Gutman, Dan 2000 160 F Historial fiction

Unlike every other kid in his class, Joe has a 
special talent: with the help of old baseball 
cards, he can travel through time. So for his 

report, Joe decides to go back to meet one of 
the greatest baseball players ever, Jackie 

Robinson.

?

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, 
Slave

Hill, Layban 2010 40 N Biography
Dave was an extraordinary artist, poet, and 

potter who lived in South Carolina in the 1800s. 
He combined his superb artistry with deeply 

observant poetry, carved onto his pots, 
transcending the limitations he faced as a slave. 

?

Princess Grace Hoffman, Mary 2008 32 F Picture Book

From Kenya to China and from warriors to spies, 
princesses are a multicultural and multitalented 

bunch, and there are just as many kinds of 
happily ever afters—both for the royals and for 

Grace’s community and its princess parade.

?

Aunt Flossie's Hats Howard, Elizabeth 1991 40 F Picture Book

 ...the story of Sarah and Susan’s Sunday 
afternoon with their great-great-aunt Flossie—
and her many hats and stories—has become a 

favorite book for sharing and for initiating 
conversations about family history.

?



Book of Black Heroes: From A to 
Z 

Hudson, Wade 1948, 2013 74 N Biography

Book of Black Heroes from A to Z shares with 
young readers the stories 54 pioneers whose 

courage, strength and lasting accomplishments 
have earned them the title "hero". 

?

Five Notable Inventors Hudson, Wade 1995 48 N Biography
Offers brief profiles of Madam C.J. Walker, Elijah 
McCoy, Garrett A. Morgan, Granville T. Woods, 

and Jan Ernst Matzelige
?

The Sweet Smell of Roses Johnson, Angela 2005 32 F Historial fiction

Inspired by the countless young people who 
took a stand against the forces of injustice, two 
Coretta Scott King Honorees, Angela Johnson 
and Eric Velasquez, offer a stirring yet jubilant 

glimpse of the youth involvement that played an 
invaluable role in the Civil Rights movement. If You Lived When There Was 

Slavery in America
Kamma, Anne 2004 64 N History

With compassion and respect for the enslaved, 
this book answers questions children might have 

about this dismal era in American history.
?

Maggie and the Pirates Keats, Ezra 1979/1992 40 F Picture Book

Long before multicultural characters and themes 
were fashionable, Ezra Jack Keats crossed social 
boundaries by being the first American picture-

book maker to give the black child a central 
place in children’s literature.

?

Harvesting Hope: The Story of 
Ceasar Chavez

Krull, Kathleen 2003 48 N Biography

Cesar Chavez is known as one of America's 
greatest civil rights leaders. When he led a 340-
mile peaceful protest march through California, 

he ignited a cause and improved the lives of 
thousands of migrant farmworkers. 

No

Hate Hurts:How Children Learn 
And Unlearn Prejudice

La Rosa 2000 352 N Parenting
A definitive book for parents and children on 

confronting and conquering bias and 
encouraging appreciation for our differences.

No

Turning 15 on the Road to 
Freedom: My Story of the Selma 

Voting Rights March

Leacock, Elspeth 2015 128 N Autobiography
As the youngest marcher in the 1965 voting 

rights march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Albama, Lynda Blackmon Lowery proved that 

young adults can be heroes. 

Yes

Day of Tears Lester, Julius 2007 192 F Historical fiction
Using the multiple voices of enslaved Africans 

and their owners, Julius Lester has taken a little-
known, all-true event in American history and 

transformed it into a heartbreaking and 
powerfully dramatic epic on slavery, and the 
struggle to affirm humanity in the midst of it. 

No

Freedom's Children: Young 
Activists Tell Their Own Stories

Levine, Ellen 2000 192 N History
In this inspiring collection of true stories, thirty 

African-Americans who were children or 
teenagers in the 1950s and 1960s talk about 

what it was like for them to fight segregation in 
the South

Yes

If You Travelled on the 
Underground Railroad

Levine, Ellen 1988 64 N History
This book tells you what it was like to be a slave 

trying to escape to freedom on the 
Underground Railroad.

?

March
Lewis, John; illustrated 

by Nate Powell
2013/2016 128; 192; 256 N History

Three graphic stories of the civil rights 
movement by one of its leaders

Yes

The Escape of Oney Judge McCully, Emily 2007 32 N History
A young slave in George Waskington"s 
household gains freedom through her 

determination to escape.

?

Who Was Louis Armstrong? McDonouch, Yona Z. 2004 112 N Biography
His seventy-year life spanned a critical time in 

American music as well as black history.
?

Goin' Someplace Special McKissak, Patricia 2001 40 N
A must read book about persecution of 
minorities, but also about hope and light

?

If You Lived At The Time of the 
Civil War

Moore, Kay 1994 64 N History
This book tells you what it was like to live at the 

time of the Civil War from 1861 to 1865.
?

Ashanti to Zulu Musgrove, Margaret 1992 32 N Picture
Artists Leo and Diane Dillon won their second 
consecutive Caldecott Medal for this stunning 

ABC of African culture.

?
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Heart and Soul:  The Story of 
America and African Americans

Nelson, Kadir 2011 108 N History
Told through the unique point of view and 
intimate voice of a one-hundred-year-old 

African-American female narrator, this inspiring 
book demonstrates that in gaining their 

freedom and equal rights, African Americans 
helped our country achieve its promise of liberty 

and justice—the true heart and soul of our 
nation

No

Mahalia Jackson: Walking With 
Kings and Queens

Nolan, Nina 2015 32 N Biography
Mahalia's extraordinary journey eventually took 
her to the historic March on Washington, where 
she sang to thousands and inspired them to find 

their own voices.

?

Our Enduring Spirit Obama, Barack 2009 48 N History
A book for the ages, this is a stunningly 

illustrated picture book edition of President 

Barack Obama′s historic inagural address. Artist 

Greg Ruth interprets Obama′s address and 
places it in historical context for children. The 
book includes the entire text of this historic 
address in the backmatter, as well as a short 

biography of President Obama.

Pink and Say Palacco, Patricia 1994 48 F Historical Fiction
 Highly charged emotionally, this masterful 
retelling of a true story is seen through the 

white soldier's eyes.

Mrs. Katz and Tush Palacco, Patricia 1994 32 F Picture book
As Larnel grows to love Mrs. Katz, he also learns 

about the suffering and triumph black history 
shares with the Jewish heritage.

The School is Not White: A True 
Story of the Civil Rights 

Movement
Rappaport, Doreen 2005 40 F Historical Fiction

 Mae Bertha and Matthew wanted their children 
to have an equal opportunity for a good 

education. So they sent their kids to the "all-
white" schools.Teasing, death threats, and 

rebuking followed-from the white children and 
the white adults and teachers. It was not easy to 
be black and wage a fight for equality, but that's 

just what the Carters did

No

No More!: Stories and Songs of 
Slave Resistance

Rappaport, Doreen 2001 64 N History
Drawing from authentic accounts, here is a 

chronology of resistance in all its forms: comical 
trickster tales about outwitting "Old Marsa"; 
secret "hush harbors" where Africans instill 

Christian worship with their own rituals; and 
spirituals such as "Go Down Moses," whose 

coded lyrics signal not just hope for deliverance, 
but an active call to escape.

No

Tar Beach Ringgold, Faith 1996 32 F Picture book
Part autobiographical, part fictional, this 

allegorical tale sparkles with symbolic and 
historical references central to African-American 

culture.

Yes

If a Bus Coould Talk: The Story 
of Rose Parks

Ringgold, Faith 2003 32 F Historical Fiction
In this book a bus does talk, and on her way to 

school a girl named Marcie learns why Rosa 
Parks is the mother of the Civil Rights 

movement. 
Only Passing Through: Sojourner 

Truth
Rockwell, Anne 2003 32 N Picture

Sojourner's simple yet powerful words helped 
people to understand the hideous truth about 

slavery. The story she told was her own.

?

Let's Dream, MLK Jr. Roop, Peter & Connie 2004 59 N Biography MLK writes his famous speech. Yes

Abuyoyo Seeger, Pete 2005 48 F Picture Book
The tale of how a father with his magic wand 

and a boy with his music triumph over the giant 
Abiyoyo is based on a South African lullaby and 

folk story.

?

Time For Kids: Harriet Tubman: 
A Woman of Courage

series author 2005 48 N Biography
She helped hundreds of African Americans 

escape on the Underground Railroad.
Yes

Day of Delight Shur, Maxine 1994 40 N

Depicts a young Ethiopian Jewish boy and his 
family, including their typical daily routine 

followed by preparation for and celebration of 
the Sabbath.

Jackie Robinson: Hero and 
Athlete

Slade, Suzanne 2008 24 N Biography Children's Biography of Jackie Robinson ?



Mufarao's Beautiful Daughters: 
An African Tale

Steptoe, John 2018 32 F Folktale
Inspired by a traditional African folktale, this is 
the story of Mufaro, who is proud of his two 

beautiful daughters.

?

A Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map 
to Freedom

Stroud, Bettye 2007 32 F Historical Fiction
Now that Hannah’s papa has decided to make 

the run for freedom, her patchwork quilt is not 
just a precious memento of Mama — it’s a 

series of hidden clues that will guide them along 
the Underground Railroad to Canada.

?

The Hate U Give Thomas, Angie 2017 444 F Social Justice
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between 

two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she 
lives and the fancy suburban prep school she 
attends. The uneasy balance between these 
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the 

fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil 
at the hands of a police officer.

Yes

Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia 
Méndez and Her Family's Fight 

for Desegregation

Tonatiuh, Duncan 2014 44 N History
An American citizen of Mexican and Puerto 
Rican heritage who spoke and wrote perfect 
English, Méndez was denied enrollment to a 
California “Whites only” school. Her parents  

organizied the Hispanic community and filed a 
lawsuit in federal district court.

No

Her Blue Body Everything We 
Know: Earthling Poems 1965-

1990 Complete
Walker, Alice 1991 480 F Poetry

Walker’s complete poems, including new and 
previously unpublished verse, collected for the 

first time-with author’s notes that provide 
historical perspective on spiritual and political 

issues of the last three decades.

Yes

Moses: When Harriet Tbman 
Led Her People to Freedom

Weatherford, Carole 2006 42 N Biography
Harriet Tubman, with her bravery and relentless 

pursuit of freedom, is a testament to the 
resilience of the human spirit.

?

Freedom on the Menu: The 
Greensboro Sit-Ins

Weatherforde, Carole 2004 32 F Historical Fiction
When four courageous black teens sat down at 

a lunch counter in the segregated South of 1960, 
the reverberations were felt both far beyond 

and close to home. This insightful story offers a 
child's-eye view of this seminal event in the 

American Civil Rights Movement. 

Yes

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou 
Hamer:  The Spirit of the Civil 

Rights Movement

Weatherforde, Carole 2015 56 N Bio/Poetry
A stirring collection of poems and spirituals, 

accompanied by stunning collage illustrations, 
recollects the life of Fannie Lou Hamer, a 

champion of equal voting rights. Despite fierce 
prejudice, abuse, and violence, Fannie Lou 

Hamer was a champion of civil rights from the 
1950s until her death in 1977.

Yes

The Listeners (Tales of Young 
Americans)

Whelan, Gloria 2009 40 F History
Ella May lives on a plantation and is a slave. 

After a ong day of picking cotton,  she secretly 
listens outside the windows of their master's 
house, gleaning information about their fates 

and those of their loved ones.

Yes

Freedom Summer Wiles, Deborah 2005 32 F History
 Joe is white and John Henry is black, in the 

South in 1964. John Henry isn't allowed to do 
everything his best friend is. Then a law is 

passed that forbids segregation and opens the 
town pool to everyone. Joe and John Henry are 
so excited, but discover that it takes more than 

a new law to change people's hearts.

No

Cornrows Yarbrough, Camille 1997 48 N Picture book
Every design has a name and means something 
in the powerful past and present richness of the 

Black tradition.

Yes

Never Caught: The Story of Ona 
Judge

Dunbar, Erica A 2017 253 N History Yes






