
History of the 8th Principle: 

We, the members and friends of UCE, are on an ongoing journey of creating a welcoming 
community through our anti-racism and anti-oppression work. Some of this work is done 
within our congregation and some is done within our Association and beyond our walls. 

It has been over 20 years since delegates at the 1997 General Assembly (GA) voted to 
require the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) to intentionally commit to become a 
multicultural and anti-racist institution. This act came some 5 years after the passage of the 
1992 Resolution of Immediate Witness which, in part, affirmed the “vision of a racially 
diverse and multicultural Unitarian Universalism.” The proposed 8th Principle is a call to 
action to explicitly address these multicultural and anti-racist goals. 

The 8th Principle was written by Bruce Pollack-Johnson and Paula Cole Jones in 2013. As 
of June 15, 2022, over 214 congregations and UU organizations in 23 states and DC have 
adopted the 8th Principle. Black Lives of UU (BLUU) Organizing Collective affirms the 
adoption of the 8th Principle and encourages all Unitarian Universalists to advocate for the 
formal adoption of the 8th Principle within their congregations and by the UUA. 

The UUA commissioned an Article II Study Commission in 2020 to review the Principles 
and Sources in Article II of the UUA Bylaws. This review includes the proposal to add the 
8th Principle. Congregations are being encouraged to discuss the 8th Principle, adopt it, 
and live into it in order to create a groundswell of support and encourage the Study 
Commission to include the 8th Principle in its recommendations to GA in 2023. 

Source: UCE’s Team 8th created this page by adapting material by Black Lives UU (BLUU) 
from this website. We are grateful for BLUU’s commitment to the 8th Principle and 
generosity in providing materials. 
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